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LETTERS' 

Of TRIUTB 

LAURENCE STERNE 

TO 

HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS. 



JU FII. 



TO 



DAVID GARRICK, ESQ^ / 

W^HEN I was afked to whom I (hould dedicate 
thefe Letters, I carelefsly anfwered, To no one-— 
Why not ? (replied the perfon who put the queftion 
to me). Becaufe moft Dedications look like begging 
a protedion to the book, l^erhaps a worfe interpre* 
tation may be given to it. No, no ! already fo much 
obliged, I cannot, will not, put another tax upon the 
generoCty of any friend of Mr. Sterne^s or mine. I 
went home to' my lodgings, and gratitude warmed 
my heart to fuch a pitch, that I vowed they fhould 
be dedicated to the maA my father fo much admired 
—Who, with an unprejudiced eye, read, and approv- 
ed his works, and moreover loved the man — ^HTis to 
Mr. Garrick, then, that I dedicate thefe Genuine 
Letters. 

Can I forget the fweet * Epitaph which proved 
Mr. Garrick*s friendfhip and opinion of him ? 'Twas 
a tribute to friendfliip — and as a tribute of my grati- 

* Shall Piide a heap of fculptarM marble raife. 
Some worthlefs, unmournM, titled fool to praife ; 
AjkI (hall -we not by one poor grave-ftone learn 
Where Genius, Wit, and Humour, fleep Wi^ Sterne f 

D. G, 

Mr. Sterne i^aa bom at Clonmel, in Ireland, Kovember 24. 1 715: 
a&d died in London March i8« 176^. 

a a 



VI DEDICATION. 

tude, I dedicate thefe Letters to a man of under- 
ftanding and feeling—- Receive this as it is meant— 
May you, dear Sir, approve of thefe letters as much 
as Mr. Sterne admired you — but Mr. Garrick, with 
all his urbanity, can never carry the point half fo far, 
for Mr. SteHie was an ijnthufiaft, if it is poffible to 
be one, in favour of Mr Garrick. 

This may appeat a very fimple Dedication j but 
Mr Garrick will judge by his own fenfibility that 1 
can feel more than I can expreft, and I believe he 
will give me credit for all my grateful acknowledg- 
ments. 

I am, with every fentiment of gratitude zM e- 
(fiftecm, 

DEAX. SIR, 

Your obliged liumble fervant^ 

IXOIA STERNE DE JMEDALLE* 
LokdOm, ^ 
June 1775. } 



PREFACE. 



Is pttbllflimg thefe Letters, the editor does but conv-^ 
ply vrith her mothered requeft, which was, that if 
ifly Jitters were publifh'd under Mr. Stv^rnoV nunu^, 
thofe ih@ hud in her pofieflion (as Veil as thofe that 
her father's friends would be kind enough to fend to 
hw) (hould be likewife publift'd— She depends much 
on the candour of the Public for the favourable re^ 
ccption of them,— Their being genuine *, (he thinks, 
and hopes, will render them not unacceptable — She 
has already experienced much benevolence and gc- 
nerofity from her late father's friends— the remem- 
brance of which will ever warm her heart with gra- 
titude ! 

• Bcficfes the Letters printed by Mrs. Medalle, thofe written by 
Xlr. Sierne to Eliza, and a few otlicrs, are added to the prefent 
£diuon. 
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IN MXHORT OF 

MR. STERNE, 

Aunrot OF nor 

SEN TIMENTAL JOURNEY. 

With wit, and genuine homouTi to difpcl, 

From the defponding bofom, gloomy eare^ 

And bid the gufhing tear> at the &d tale 

Of hapleft love or filial ppnefi to flow 

From the full fympathiztng heartf were thine \ 

Thefe powerS) O Steiime I but now tfaf fate dc< 

manda 
(No plumage nodding o^er the embtazon'd herfe 
Proclaiming honour where no virtue (hone) 
But the fad tribute of a heart-felt figh : 
What though no taper caft its deadly rayi 
Nor the full choir fing requiems o'er thy tombj 
The humbler grief of hardfhip is not mute y 
And poor Maria, with her faithful kid,. 
Her auburn treffes carelefsly entwin'd 
With olive foliage, at the clofe of day. 
Shall chant her plaintive vefpers at thy grave. 
Thy {hade too, gentle. Monk, 'mid awful night,. 
Shall pour libations from its friendly eye i 
For erft his fweet benevolence beftow'd 
Its generous pity, and bedew'd vidth tears 
The fod which refted on diy aged breaft^ 

«4 



CHARACTER AND EULOGIUM 

Of 

STERNE AND HIS WRITINGS, 

I 

KAMIUAIl BPISTLK FROM A OKNTtfiMAK IN 

miuMm TO Hii mini)* 

[WiiHtaiaibtYiVufif,] 

W^MAT trifle oomei atit?— Span tho c^nfur^i mf 

friendf 
This letter's no more 5*0111 beginning to md r 
Yetf when you confider (your idughteri prayy ftifie) 
The advant»gi^i the importance the u& of a trifle—- 
When you think too befide— and there's nothing 

more clear— 
ITiat pence compofe millionSf and moments the year^ 
You furely will grant me, nor think that I jeft. 
That life's but a feries of trifles at beft. 

How widely digrefllve? yet could I, O Sterne % 
Digrefs with thy Ikill, with thy freedom return ! 

• The Jate Reverend Laurence Sterne^ A. M. &c. author of that 
truly original, humorous, heterocUte work, called, tlie Life and 
Opinions [of 'ftiftram Sbandyy oi a Sentimental Journey through 
France and Italy (which, alaH he did not Irve to finilh), and of 
fume volumes pf Sermons. Of his ikill in delineating and fup* 
porting his cbaraAcrs, thofe of the faiher of his hero, of his uncle 
»> aind of Corporal Trim (out o£ uumbeAefc crfSwiwV ^qbA^ ^sos* 



( » ) 

The vain wifli 1 r<*prefe— Poor Yorick I no more 
Shall thy mirth and thy jefts ** fet the table on a 

« roar I** 
No mor« thy (ad tale» with fimplicity told» 
Cef each feeling breaft its ftrong influence hold^ 
Vrom the wi£» and the brave call forth fympathy's 

figh, 
Or fwell with irireet anguiih humanity^ eye : 
Here and ^ere in a page if a blemiih appear^ 
(And what page^ or whiU iife^ from a blemiih Uf 

clear i) 
TftiM and Ti^sy with foft interceffion attend \ 
L% FjiVRS entreat! you to pardon hia friend \ 
Maria too pleadi for her favorite diftrefs'di 
As you feel for her forrow8| O grant her requeft I 

pli proof. To hit power in the pitbeiir, whoeyer ihtU read ihe 
ftoiiee of Zi Mnrrf^ Mtrta, the Monk, end the DtaJA/ft muft, if 
he hei Mlngi , beer fiilRcient tefUmony i end hie Sirmom through* 
em (thoug^h fometimee, perhepe, chargeable with a levity not e»» 
tifdy becoming the pulpit] breathe the kindeft IJpiriti of pbiianthro' 
/.y, ^f !^99d^-^W tvwvnJU man. For the few exceptional parti of liii 
works, thofe toill blemiihet 

^ J^<w 9ut htcuria fudit 
Ant hmnunaparum cavit natwra**^ 
faiTer them, kind critic, to reft with his allies I 

The above eulogium will, I doubt not, appear to you (and per- 

baps alfo to many others) much too Wgh for the literary charac- 

to of Stekne. I have not at prefent either leifure oar inclination 

to enter into arg\mient upon the queflion j but, in truth, I confi- 

dermj-felf as largely his debtor for tlie tears and the laughter he 

fo frequently excited, and was defirous to leave behind me (for fo 

long at leaft as this trifle fliall remain) fome fmall memorial of my 

paiitude : I will even add, that, although I regard the memory 

»i of Skikfpeare with a veneration little fhort of idolatry, 1 e^eAim lU'a 

^ MMk\ boTj^-^ox St relic '* as devoutly to be will\ed" as a v^v^.-^o^ 

/*r, a walkin^-Oick, or even an iiilc-ftuid of the mulh€rr soiree. 
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SKouId thefe advocates fail, IVe another to calli 
One tear of his Mokk (hall obliterate all. 
Favoured pupil of Nature and Fancy, of yore, 
Whom from Humour's embrace fweet Philanthro] 

bore, 
While the Graces and Loves fcatter flowers on i 

urn, 
And Wit weeps the bloflbm too haftily torn ; 
tthis meed too, kind Spirit, unoffended receive 
¥tom a youth next to Sha&cspeare^s who hono 

tfiy gtave I 
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UETTtR IK 

JL ES ! I will ileal from the world, and not a bab« 
ling tongue fball tell where I ani — ^Echo (hall pot 
(b much as whifper my hiding place— —Suffer thy 
ima^ation to paint it as a little fun-gilt cottage, on 
the fide of a romantic hill— — Doft thou think I will 
leaye love and friendfliip hehind me ? No ! they 
(hall be my companions in folitude, for they will fit 
down and rife up with me in 'the amiable form of 

my L We will be as merry and a$ innocent as ova 

firft parents in Paradife, before the arCh fiend enter- 
ed diat uridefcribable fc^ne. 

The Idndeft affeftibns will have room to fhoot 
and expand in out t^tirement, and produce fuch 
fettit as madnefs, and envy, and iamjbition have al- 
ways killed in the bud.— Let the human temp^ft 
aod hurricane rage at a .diftance, |he .defqlation is 
beyond the horizon of , peace.— My L. has feen a 

* ThU and <fae tiMerlblMeqiieiiil Letters wete 'wn^cn hy Mn : 
tane to'liii yf'iki >^iA^ il» tMpd,^ AUfodOure MoK thnr 
Kuriage. 

roi.riL A 



^ LETTEW. 

polyanthus blow in December— —^fome fnendljwM 
has flielter'd it from the biting wind. — ^No planetary 
influence ihall reach us, but th;it whic}i provides and 
cherifhesthe fweeteft flowers.-^Got) preferve usj 
how delightful this profpeft in idea ! We will buil4» 
and we will plant, in our own way — fimplicity (haU 
not be tortured by art: — we will learn of Nature how 
-to live *flie Ihall be our alchymift, to mingle all 

the good of life into one Jaluhrious draught.— «- 
The gloomy family of care and -diftruft Ihall be ba^ 
nifhed from our dwelKng-; - guarded by thy kind aod 
tutebr deityr— we.will fing our choral fong&.of gratis '. 
.tude, and rejoice to the end of our pilgrimage^ ' . 
Adieu, my L. Return to one who languiihes for a 
;thy fociety. :^ 



• s 
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'XETTERH. 

.. 

TO THE SAME. *, 

'You bid me tell yqu, my dear L. how* L bore, yowj^ 

departure for S ;, and whether the valley ^svllhe ?j 

d'Eftella jftands, retains ftUl its jooks— or, if I think ,| 
the rofes or jeflamines fmell as jfweet as when ycflft ^ 
left it — ! — Alas 1 every tiling has jiow loft its jrelifii ^ 
and look ! The hour you left d'JEftella, J took to my n 
bed.— I was worn out .^vith fevers pf all kind^ \\ 
but moft by that fever of the heart with which thott ^ 
knoweft well I have been wafting thefe two years-p ^ 
and ihall continue wafting till you quit • & The , 

good Mifs S , from the forebodings of the b^ y 
of hearts, tbmhng I was ill^ infifted upon my go* i 



ing to her. ^XWliat can 'be the cauifbi my dear L. 

that I never have been able to Tee the face of this 
mutual frrend, but I fed myfelf rent to pieces? She 
made me ft ay an hour'^rith her, and in that fhort 
fpacel burft into tears a dozen different time s - 
tnd in fuch affe£3:ionate gUfts 6f paffion, that (he 
was confttained to leave the room, andfympathize 
m her dreflBng-^oom— — 4 have 'been weeping for 
you both, faid'fhe, in a tone of the fwe6teft pity 
— ^for poor L/s heart, I have long known it— her 
anguiih is as (harp as yours — ^her heart as tender—- 
her conftanry as great— 3ier virtues as -heroic ■ 
Heaven"brought you not together. to be tonnented. 
I could only anfwer her with a' kind look, and a 
heavy fig h a nd returned home to your lodgings 
fwJiich'I have hired till your return) to refign my- 

feif to mifery ^Fanny had prepared me a fupper 

^Ihe is all attention to me ^but I fat over it 

with tears; a bitter fauce, my *L. but 1 could eat it 
with no other— ^for fhe moment flie l)egan to fpread 
my little table, my Tieart fainted within me.— One 

folitary plate, one *knife, one fork, one glafs !- 1 

gave a thoufand penfive, penetrating looks at the 
chair thou hadft foctften graced, in thofe quiet and 
fentimental repafts^— ^^then laid down my knife and 
fork, and took out my handkerchief, and clapped it 

acrofs my face, and wept like a child. 1 do fo 

this very moment, my L. ; for, as I take up my pen, 
my poor pulfe quickens, my pale face glows, and 
^ears are trickling down upon the paper, as I trace 
die word L O thou^ bleiTed in thyfdf, and in 

thy virtues— blefied to all that know thee-^to tofi 
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4 LETTERS. 

moft foj becaufe more do I know of thee than al) 
thy fex. ■ T his is the philtre, my L. by which 
thou haft charmed me, and by which thou wUt hold 
me thine> whilft virtue ^d faith hold this world tOr 
pother. — ^This, my friend, is the plain and fimpk 
magic, by which I told MTifs ■ I have won a 

place in that heart of thine, on which J depend C^ 
fatisfied, that time, or diftance> or change of every 
^ing which might alarm the hearts oiF little men^ 
create no uneafy fufpenfe in mine-*— Waft thou to 
ftay in S' ■ thefe feven years, thy friend, ^ugh 
lie would grieve, fcorns to doubt or to be doubted—* 
^tis the only exception where fecurity is not the pa* 
rent of daijger.— — I told you poor Fanny was all 
attention to me fince your departure— contrives 
«very day bringing in the name of L. — She -told m% 
laft night (upon giving me fome hartfhom) (he had 
«bferved mydilnefs began the very day of your de- 
parture for S ; that I had never held up my 
head ; had feldom, or fcarce ever fmiled ; had fled 
from all fociety— — that (he verily believed I was 
broken hearted, for (he had never entered the roQtti| 
or pafTed by the door, but (he heard me flgh heavily 
«-that I neither ate, or (Tept, or took'pleafureln any 
thing as before.— Judge then, my L. can the valley 
look fo well — or the rofes and jeflaniines fmell fo 
fweet as heretofore ? Ah me ! — ^But adieu — ^the vef- 
per bell calls me from 'thee to my God ! 

L* STEILNE. 



XXTTERin. 

TO THE SAME. 

E now my L. has lodged an indicbment a- 
le in die high court of Friendihip— I plead 
to the charge, and entirely fubmit to the 
jf that amiable tribunal. — Let this mitigate 
ifliment, if it will not expiate my tranfgref- 

not fay that I (hall offend again in the fame 

1 though a too eafy pardon fometimes occa- 
repetition of the fame fault— -A mifer fays, 

I do no good with my money to-day, to- 
fhall be marked with fome deed of bene* 
— The libertine fays, let me enjoy this week 
dden and luxuriom pleafures, and the next 
ledicate to ferious thotijht and refle£lion.— 
mefter lays, let me have one more chance 
le dice^ and I will never touch them more, 
le knave of every profefllon wiflies to obtain 
lependency, and he will become an honeft 
—The female coquette triumphs in torment- 
in^moratOjk for fear, after marriage, he fliould 
r her. 

appariticm of the fifth inftant (for letters may 
be called fo) proved more welcome as I did 

)e£l it. Oh ! my L , thou art kind in- 

i make an apology for me •, and thou never 
furedly repent of one aft of kindnefs — ^for 
hy debtor, I vi^ill pay thee with intereft. — 
)es my L* comphin of the defertion oi £T\etv\% V 
€ does the human being live th^t V\\\. \^aX. 

^3 



LKXTCRpS. 

jbih in tKis comphint ?— It is a common obferva-- 
tion, and perhaps too true, that •-married people fel-- 
dom extend their regards beyond their own fire-fide» . 
T here is fuch a thing as parfimony in efteem, 
afi well as mone y ■ y et as the one cofts nothingj 

it might, be beftowed with more liberality, We 

cannot gather grapes from thorns, fo w.e muft.not, 
expe£l kind attachments- from perfona. who are- 
wholly folded up in feififb fchemcs. I do m)t know 
whether Imofl. defpife, or pity fuch charafters 
Nature never made an unkind . creature — ill ufagCj^. 
and bad habits, havi; d<jformcdfa f airland Jovcly crea-^ 
tion. 

My L. !~thou. art furrounded by all the melan-f 
doly gloom of winter : wert thou alone, the retire-t 
ment would be agreeable,— -Difappointed ambi-^ 
tion might envy fuch a Jetreat, and difappointed Iot» 
would feek it out^—-— Crowded towns, and bufy fo- 
cieties,,may delight the unthinking and the gay— 
but folitude is the beft. nurfe of wifdpm.-— Methinks 
I fee my, contemplative gifrnawin the garden, watch-*- 
ing the gradual approaches of fpring.-— -Doft not 
thou mark with delight, the firft vernal buds? the» 
fnow-drop, and primrofe, thefe early and welcome, 
vifitors, fpjring-beneath. thy- feet — Flora and Pomona > 
already confider . thee as their handmaid ; and in a. 
little time .will load thee with their Xweeteft bleflings.. 
——The feathered race are all thy own ; and with' 
them, untaught harmony will foon begin to cheer* 
thy morning and evening walks. Sweet as this may, 
be, return — ^return— the, birds of Torkfliire will tuHe. 



LETTE&f. 7 

their.pipesi and fing as melodioufly a9^thofe*of Staf- 
fordlhire. 
Adieu, my beloved L. thine txx> much for my 

ffoce. 

L. STERNE» ' 

EKTTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. .. 

I 

1 HAVE offended her whom I fo tenderly love I——' 
what could tempt me to it ! but if a beggar was to 
knock at thy gate, would thou not open the door 
and bo melted with comp-aftion :-- — ^I know thou 
wouldft, for I^ity Kas erected a temple in thy. bofom. 
-^Swecteft, and beft of all humaa patTions ! let thy 
web of tenderhcfs coTcr the penfiye form of afflic- 
tion, and foften the darkerf fliades of mifery i-ttI 
have reconfidered this apology ; ^d, alas ! what will 
it accompliih ? Arguments, however finely fpun, caii 
iiever change the nature of things— Very true, — io" 
a truce with them. 

I have loft a very valuable friend by a (iid acci- 
dent \ and what is worfe, he ha^i left a widow a])\l 
five young children to lament this fuddcn ftroke.-r- 
\i real ufefulnefs and integrity of heart could have 
fecured him from this, his friends would not now 

be mourning his untimely fate- Thcfe dark and 

feemingly cruel difpjenfations of Providence, often 

make the beft of human hearts complain. Who 

can paint the diftrefs of an' affeftionate mothct*, ' 
made a widow in a moment, weepihgvin birternefs 
9ver a num&rousj helplefs, and fatherlefe otv^Yi'vAi^iN 

A4 
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'-^Gk>t> ! theie are thy chaftifementlS} and yequub 
(hard tafk) ! a pious acquiefcence. 
''• "Forgive tftii this cfigreflkm, and allow^ me to drop 
a tear over a departed friend ; and, what is more ex^ 
cellent, an honeft man. My L. ! thou wilt feel all 
that kindnefs can inipire in the death of — — — . 
The event was fudden, and thy gentle fpirit would 
be more alarmed xm that acconnt.— >But, my L. 
thou haft lefs to lament, as old age was creeping on, 
^d her period of doing good, and being ufeful, was 
nearly oVer.— At firty years of age the tenement 
l^ets faft out of repair, and the lodger with anxiety 
thinks of a difcharge. — In fuch a fituation the poet 
might well fay, 

* The foul, nneafy," &c. 

- My L. talks of leaving the country— maly a kinil 
imgel guide thy fteps hWrer f-^-Solitude at lengA 
*grbws tirefome**— — Thou fayeft thou wilt quit the 
{jlace with regret— —I think fo too— Does not. 
Something uneafy mingle with the very refleftion olf 
leaving it ? It is like parting with an old friend, 
whofe temper and company one has long been ac- 
quainted with.*J— —I think I • fte you looking twenty 

Times a day at the houfe, almoft counting every 

Inrick and pane of glafs, and telling them at the 
fartie time, with ^ figh, you are going to leave them* 
— Oh happy modification of matter! they will re- 
main infenfible 6f thy lofs. — But how wilt thou be 
able to part with thy garden ?— The recollection 
of fo many pleafing walks muft have endeared it to 
you. The trees, the fhrubs, the flowers, which thou 
reared with thy own ha^nds * * will- they not droop 
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and fade away fooner upon diy departtire ?— Whd 
will be the fucceflbr to nurfe them in thy afafence i 
i^Thou wilt leave thy name upon die myrtle tree. 
—If treesi and (hnibs^ and flowers, could compofe 
an elegy, I (hould expe£k a very plaintive one upoit 
this fubjefl. 
Adieu> adieu ! Beli«ve me ever^ ever thine. 

I,. STERNE. 

LETTER v.. 



TO MRS. F- 



0SAS MADAM, Yoik, Tuefdaj, Nbv. 19, 1759.- 

YouR kind inquiries after my health, deferve my 
teft thanks. — ^What can give one more pleafure thaa 
the good wiflies of thofe we value ? — I am ibrry yoa 
give fo bad an account of your pwn health, but hope 
you will find benefit from tar-water— it has been* 
of infinite lervice ta me.— -I fuppofe, my good, 
lady, by what you fay iit your letter, " that I am 
•* bttfy writing an extraordinary bdok,** that your in-^ 
tfiUigence comes from York — ^^e foimtain head of* 
all chit-chat news — and— no matter.— Now for your* 
defire of knowing the reafpn of my turning author t 
—Why truly I am tired of employing my brains- 
for other people's advantage. — ^Tis a foolilh facri- 
fice I have made for fome years to an ungratefuL 

perfon. 1 depend much upon tlie candour of the 

public, but I fliall not pick out a jury to try the me* 
rit of my book amongft ********^ and — till you 
read my Triftram, do not, like fome people, con- 
demn it- lau^h I am fure you wUl at t(4me ^;ii'.^- 

^5- 
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Tani ice mtw vE£e szii A^~£^rfr — ibe Latter is to bo* ^. 
jcai rarggigj, jccr — H I cssc^c Leaf« ha a foitmi^ -.,! 

i win c: kaic z^^ !^ 2a Isaacs. As I Audi ::: 

f^'ilzb, z^T vark» tctj f jod, I OuaI lie in town bj li:^ 
Itiizdif *r.i fair liar-; die -l*ifure of meeting with -: 
jovL, A SL Tocr crie^i* arc we!!, and ever hold •-. 
jom ia the inr.i cfTTTTJnr tL^r your uncere friend 
does. 

Adieu, di?ar ii;£r- believe me, wkh every wifli.?: 
fcr your happinefs, ycur moii f^rhiul, &c. :? 

LIUREKCE STERNE. . .v 

LETTER ^T.. 

TO DR. *♦***♦. 

«»»■ Jan. 30. 1766. 7 

'mJe mortuis nil njfi bonunty is a maxim which i; 

you have fo often of late urged in converfation, and . ^ 

in your letters (but in your laft efpecially), with fuch ; 

. (eriouiiiefs, and feverity agaiiift . me, .as the fuppofed . : 

tranfgreflbr of the rule,^-diat you have made me : 

at length as ferious and fevere as yourfelf : but, . ; 

that the humours you . have ftirred- up might not 
work too potently within me, I have- waited four*; 
diiys to cool myfelf, before I -would fe£ pep to paper 
to aufwcr you, .« de. mortuis nil- nifi'^onum.^^ I de-- 
cl;irc! I have confidered the wifdom and foundation 
of it over and over again, as difpafEonateJy and chi-- 
rii;)l)ly \\% a good Chriftian can \ .and, after all, I can 
liud lu^llilng in it, or make more of it, .than a non- 
fjiuliwl . luUahy of fonie nurfe, put into Latin by 
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fome pedant> to be chanted by feme hypocrite to 
the end of the world, for the confolation of depart- 
ing lechers. — ^TTis, I own, Latin ; anJ I think that 

is all the weight it ha^-^ for, in plain Englifh, *tis 

a loofe and futile pofition below a difpute " Tou 

" are not to fp^h any thing of the deady hut what is 

" good.** "Why fo ? ^Who fays (b ? — neither rea- 

Ion nor fcripture. — ^Infpired authors have done other- 
\^fe — ^— and reafbn and common fenfe tell me, that 
if the charafters of paft ages and men are to be -^ 
drawn at all, they are to be drawn like themfelves; 
that is, with their excellencies, and with their foibles 
-——and* it is as much a piece of juftice to the world', 
and to virtue too, to do the one as the other. — ^The 
rtiling paflion, et les egaremens du toeur^ are the very 
tilings which mark and diftinguifli a man's charafter ; 
in which I w^ould aS foon leave* out a man's head as 
his hobby-horfe. — ^However, if, like the poor 'devil 
of a painter, we muft conform to this pious canon, 
de mortuis^ isfc. which I own has a fpice of piety in 
the found of it, and be obliged to paint both our 
angels and our devils out of the fame pot — -I then 
infer that our Sydenhamsi and Sangrados, our Lu- 
cretias, and Meflalinas,. our Sommers, and our Bo- 
Ungbrokes — are alike entitled to ftatues, and all the 
hiftorians or fatirifls who have faid otherwife fince 
they departed this life, from Salluft to S— — e, are 
guilty of the crimes you Charge me with, " cowar- 
dice and injuftice.'' 

But- why . cowardice ? " Becaufe 'tis not' courage 
'' to attack a dead man who caii*t defend hlmfelf.*'^ 
-But why do you doftors of the faculty attack^ 

A-6- ' ■ - ' 
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Yuch a one with your incifion knife ? Oh ! for Ae 
good of the living.— —Tis my plea.— —But I have 
fomething more to fay in my behalf — ^and it is this 
— ^I am not guilty of the charge, though defenfible. 
I have not cut upX)o£lor Kunaftrokius at all— I have 
juft fcratch'd him — and that fcarce (kin deep. — ^I do 
him firit all honour — ^fpeak of Kunaftrokius as a 
^eat man — (be he whom h6 will) ; and then moft 
diftantly hint at a droll foible in his charad^er — and 
that not firft reported (to the few who can even un- 
derftand the hint) by me — ^but known before by 
every chambermaid and footman virithin the bills of 

mortality But Kunaftrokius, you fay, was a great 

inian— *tis that very circumftance which makes the 
pleafantry — ^for I could name at this inftant a fcore 
of honeft gentlemen who might have done the very 
iking which Kunaftrokius did, and fee no joke in it 
at all — As to die failing of Kunaftrokius, which you 
fay can only be imputed to his friends as a misfcnr- 
tune-^I fee nothing like a misfortune in it to any 
friend or relation of Kunaftrokius— that Kunaftrokius 
upon occafions fhould fit with ***, **** and ******* 
I have put thefe ftars not U hurt your 'vuorjbi^f 
delicacy — If SLunaftrokius after all is too facred a 
charafter to be even fmiled at (which is all I hive 
done), he has had better luck than his betters : In 
the fame page (without imputation of cowardice) I 
have faid as much of a man of twice his wifdom— 
and that is Solomon, of whom I have ;nade the fame 
remark, " That tliey were both great men — and 
*« like all mortal men had each their ruling paflion." 
Tac eonfolation you gave me, " That my 
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^ hodky liowe?et9 will be read exiough to anfwer 
^ mj defign of raifing a tax upon the public,** — is 
very unconfoiatroy — to fay nothing how very morti- 
fying ! By H ^n ! sm author is worfe treated 

than a common ***** at this rate— •* Ton wiii get 
" a penny by your Rnsy and tholes enough*^ — ^Upoii 
this chapter let me comment.— That I propofed 
laying the wOrld under contribution, when I fet pen 
to paper— is what X own, and I fuppofe I may be 
allowed to have that view in my head, in common 
with every odier writer, to make my labour of ad- 
vantage to myfelf. 

Do you not do the fame ? but I beg I may add, 
that whatever views I had of that kind, I had other 
views — the firft of which was, the hopes of doing 
the world good by ridiculing what 1 thought deferv- 
ing of it — or of diflervice to found learning, &c-— 
How I have fucceeded, my book muft flhiow — and 
thb 1 leave entirely to the world— —but not to that 
little world (f your acquMHtance^ whofe opinion and 
Tentiments you call the general opinion of the befl 
judges without exception, w^o all affirm (you fay) that 
my book cannot be put into th^ hands of any woman 
xA charaBer. (I hope you except widows, dodlor— 
for they are not dl fo fqueamifh, but I am told they 
are really of my party, in return for fome good offices 
done their interefts in -the 178th page of my firft vo- 
lume.) But for the chafte married and chafte un» 

married part of the fex theymuft not read my 

book I Heaven forbid the ftock of chaftity fhould be 
leflened by the Life and Opinions of Trittram Shan- 
dy — yes, his Opinions — ^it would certainly debauch 
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'em ! God take them under his prote£tipn Jn rfxi^' - .., 
fiery trial, and fend' us plenty of Duennas, to watch ^1 
the workings of their humours^ tilKthey. have fafely!' ^^. 

got through the whole Workl If this Will not be ..;^ 

fttfEcient, may we have plenty of Sangrados, to pour ^* 
in plenty of cold water, till this terrible fermentation ^ J^ 
is over— —Ad for the nUtntnurH in' iocuhj which you",_ 
mention to me a fecond time, I ftat you think ' me ' ,7 
very poor, or in debt-^I thank God, though I don't 
abound— —^that I h^ve enough for a clean fhirt eve- 
ry day— and^ a mutton-chop— —aftd niy ccint^ntment 
with this, has thus far (and iTibpe eVer will) put me-^ 
above (looping an inch for it, evert fbr — 's eftate^ 
— Gurfe on it, f like it not to that 'degree^, nor envy* 
(you may be furej any man who kheels in the dirt 
for it — fo- that howfoever I -may fall fhort bf the ends - 
propofed in commencing author-^ 'enter this /r^/^,- 
firft, that my end was konejl ;"axiA fecondly,. that I 
wrote not to he JiHi but to be famous, I am much 
obliged to Mr. Garrick^ for his very favourable opl- • 

nion ^but why, dear Sir, hid he done better in - 

finding fault with it, than in commending it ? to 
humble me I An author is not fo foon humbled as ' 

you imagine ^no, but to make the book better by. 

caftratrons-— that is ftill fuh jud'tce ; and I can aiTure 
you upon this chapter, that the very paflages and de- 
fcriptions you propofe that I fhould facrifice in my 
fecond edition, -are what are beft Telifhed by men of 
wit, and Tome others whom I efteem as fdtind critics 
— fo that, upon the whole, I am ftill kept up, if not 
above fear, at leaft above defpair, and have feen e- • 
HDugh to fhow me the folly of an attempt of caftrat-- 
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jBg vxj book to the- prudifh humours of particulars. 
I. believe the ihort cut would be to publifli this letter 
at the beginning of the third volume, as an apology 
for-the firft and fecond. I "was forry te find a cen- 
fure upon the infincerity of fome of my friends — I 
bre no reafon myfelf to reproach any one man — my. 
friends have continued in the fame opinions of my.i 
hooks- which they firft gave me of them — many in- 
deed have thought better of *em, by confidering thei»k 
more \ few worfe. . 

I -am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

LAURENCE STERNE;2 • 

liETTER Vn. . 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ; 

[About April 1 760.] - 
irlAa sm, - T&urfiiay, 1 1 o'dock— >night. ' 

1 WAS for all the .world* likfe a cut^crofs my finger 
with a fliarp pen-knife. I fawthe Wood gave it 



a fuck wrapt it up- — and thought to more about itl - 
But there ia more goes to. the healing of a wound 
than this -comes- to : — a wound '(unlefs it is a wound 
not worth talking of, tut, by the by, mine' is) ^muft- 
give you fome pain after.-r-Nature will* tak6 her own 
way with it — it mud ferment — it muft digeft. 

The ftory you told me of Trifhfam^s pretended tu- 
tor, this- morning- ^My letter by right fhould have 

fet out with' this fentence,. and* then the fihiile would 
not have kept ypu a moment in fufpenfe. 

This vile ftory, I fay — < — though I then faw' both ' 
Lbw. and .where it wounded-i— I felt little from it at ' 
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firft OT, to ^eak piore honeftly (t|iou^ It lufnsp 
my fimile) I felt a great deal jof pain from it j but 
affeflied an j^ir ufual on fiich accidents, of lels feel- 
ing than I had. 

I have now got home to my lodging Ence Ae pl^y 
(you aftoniflied me in it), and have been unwrappii^ 
this felf-fame wo\fnd of mine, and fhaking my head 
over it this half hour. 

What the devil ! is there no one learned block*' 

head throughout the many TchoQk of mifappRed fci- 
ence in the Chriftian world, to make a tutor of for 
my Triftram ? — Ex quovis Rgno non ji&— Ate we fo 
run out of ftock, that there is no one lumber-headed, 
muddle-headed, mortiar-iieaded, pudding-headed chap^ 
amonfl our dofkors? — ^Is there no one fingle wight 
of much heading and no ieaming, amongft the ma* 
ny children in my tjuthet^s nurfery, who bids high 
for this charge*— —but I mull difable my judgment 
by choofing a Warburton ?: — ^Vengeance ! have I (o 
little concern for the honour of my hero ?■!— Am I a 
wretch fo void of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling for the 
figure he is to make in (lory, that I fhould choofe a 
preceptor to rob him of all the immortality I inten4- 
ed him ? Oh! dear Mr. Garrick. 

Malice is ingenious — unlefs where the excefs of rt 
outwits itfelf — ^I have two comforts in this ftroke of 
it ;^— the firil is, that this one is partly of this kin^ 
and fecondly, that it is one of the number of thofe 
which fo unfairly brought poor Yorick to his grave. 
The report might draw blood, of the author of Trif- 
tram Shandy — ^but could not harm fuch a man as the 

author of the Divine Legation Goi> blefs him !: 

though (by the by, and according^ to the naturat 
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wtmtfe of defcents} the ble&ing (hould come from 
Ikiin'to me. 

Pray, have you no intereft, lateral or collateral/ to 
pt me introduced to his Lordfhip ? 

Why do' ye aflc? 

My dear Sir^ I have no claim to fuch an honour, 
kft what orifesr from the honour and refpefl: whicht 
in the progrefs of my wor^, wilt be Ihown the world 
I owe to fo great a man. 

Whilft I am talking of owing**! wifh, my dear 
Sir, that any body would tell you how much I am in« 
debted to you« I am determined never to do it my- 
felf, or fay more upon the fubjedl than thisj that I 
am yours, 

t- STERNS. 

LETTER Vm. 

TO 8— •€——-> ES<1. 

1 RETUKM you ten thoufand thanks for the favour of 
jrour le ttc P" a nd the account you give me of my wife 
and giri. — 1 faw Mr. C— »— y to-night at Ranela^ 
wbo tells me you have innoculated my friend Bobbyw 
I heartily wifli him well through, and hope in God 
all goes right. , 

On Monday we fet out with a * grand retinue rf 
Lord Rockingham's (in whofe fuite I move) for 
Windfor— they have contra£fced for fourteen hun^ 
dred pounds for the dinner, to fome general under- 
taker, of which the K. has bargained to pay one third. 

* Prince FeTdinand, tfie Marquis of Rockingfcaln, tmd tiai 
Tempte, were infldled Knigiiis of te ^Gartnr^ oft ^I'wfii^ Mj^ 
I. 1260, atWiiKfo. 



Xiord G^rge Sackville was )aft Saturday at the* opo* 
ra, fbme fay with gr^at effrontery^— others, with great 
dejefkipn. 

iTiave little news to add. Thete is a (hilling 

pamphlet * wrote ^gainfE Triftram.-— — I wi(h thc^ 
would write, a hundred fuch. 

Mrs. Sterne fays her puife is light; iJiqll you, deaf 
Sir, be fo good as to pay her teii guineas, and I wiU 
reckon with you when IHave the pleafure of meet- 
ing you— My beft compHmjMits to Mrs. C. and 
sdl 'friends.— ~Belkve me,, dear Sir, > your obliged 
'abd faithful* 
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TO THE SAME. 
TftAlL stt, • May, 1 760.^ 

l-THis moment received the favour*of your kind let- 
ter. — The fettet in Ae Ladies Magazlncf/ about mej 
was wrote bythe noted Dr. Hill, who wrote the Ir^ 

ipe&or,. and undertakes that magazine.->*The people 
of Torkiare very uncharitable to fuppofe any man fo 
4grofs a be^&aS'to pen fuch a chara&erof himfelf.-^ 
In this great town no foul ever fufpefted it for ti 
'"dhoufand r^fons-*^Gould they flippofe I ihbuld be 
fiich a {o6l as <to fall -foul upqn Di^. Warbupton, m)f 
^ifc&iend, by.»eprefenting.himfo weafc-a man— h)t 
by .tdttiiig^ifueh a Ue of^iim — as his giving me a pturfe^ 

• 

* " The Clockinaker'f Outcry ag-ainft the Author of TnAszn 
.f^BhMady.\ 8vo» 
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to buy off his tutorfliip for Triftram ! 7OT Ifliould 

U fool enough to own. I had taken his purfe for that 
purpofe. 
You muft know there is a quarrel between Dr;- 

Hill and Dr. M y, who was the phyCcian pieant 

at Mr Charles Stanhope's, and Dr. Hill ha« changed* 
the place on purpofe. to give M— — y a lick. — ^Now 
that conyerfation (th'ou^ perhaps true), yet^happen- 
cdat another place*,. and with another phyficianj*. 

• As the tratli of thiff anccddte is not denied, it may gratify ctf- 
RoTity to commanicattf it in Dr. HilPs own woods: ^ At the laft 
*^ dinner thnt the late lofl amLible Charles S(inhope ghve to gv 
** mu6, Yorick was prefent. The good old maa vvas vexed to ft-c 
"^a pedantic medicine monger take tlie lead, and prevent that. 
^(ilea&ntiy which 'good wif and 'good wine might' have occafion^ 
^ ed, by a-dilcoiiife in the uninteDigilile lai^gn^ of his proleificoy . 
"coDceming dhe difference between the jphzenitis and die para- 
** pfarenitis, and the concomitant categories of the mediafiinum and^ 
•pleuia." 

** Good-humoured Yorick law dM fenie of Ae mailer of fUe 
" fisafi, and fd! into the cant and jargon of phyfic, as if he had been ' 
*^ one of Eaddiffe't traveUoa. The vulgar p^aAice,'' iays he, 
*^ &Toim too much of mechanical principles ; the venerable an- - 
" cients were all empirics ; and the pro£ieffioB will never regain its 
** ancient credit, tiH practice feUs .^nto the oH trad again. I .sufi 
** myfelf an iiiiiance ;?! caught <:oId by leaning on a damp eufhioji, 
" and, after iheezing and fbivelling a fortnight, it fell upon my 
" breafi : they blooded me, blijflered me, and gave me robs, an^ 
bobs, and lohtxks,. and eclegmata : but I grew wcorfe j for I was 
treated accovding to the exad rules . of the College. In fhort, ^ 
** from an inflammation* it came to an ^ Adhesion, and all wait 
** over with me. They .advifed me to 3riilol, that I might not 
** do them the fcandal of dying under their hands-; and the Br^ol 
** peofJe, for <ho fame reafoii, condgned me over to Liibon. But 
•' what do I ? Why, I conddered an adlieHon is, in plain Kngliih^ , 
** only a fUdu/^ of. two things together, and that {(»rce <ix\wv^\ 
" would pull than Mfunder* I bought £l good iJh pgle,. wvd .\ife^j||i^ 

\ 
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wW'ch I have cbnttadifted in this city, for the ho/ 

noar of my friend M y, all which ihows the ab- 

fuxdity of Yprk credulity and nonfenfe. Befides, 
the account is full of falfehoods-^ — firft, with re- 
gard to the place of my birth, which was at Clonmel, 
in Ireland — the ftory of a hundred pounds to Mrs. 
W— *, not true, ot of a pettfton promtfed : the 
merit bf which I difclaimed — and indeed there are 
to many other things fo untrue, and unKkely, to 
come from me, that the worft enemy I have here 
never had a fufpkion— f>andj to end allj Dr^ Hill 
owns the paper. 

I fhall be down before May is out — I preach be- 
fore the Judges on Sunday— My Sermons come out 
on Thurfday after«-^and I purpofe, the Monday^ at 
fartheft, after Aat, to fet out for Yoii — ^I have 
thought a pair of horfes for that purpofe — ^My be(t 
t^ift(i% to y/Oiur Lady— 

I am. Dear Sir, 
Tour moft obliged and faithful 

L. STERNl. 

** Vajingf over all the walk and dxtches in the coimtiy. From the 
** height of the pole, I uied to ccune foufe down upo);i my £cet, like 
** an afs when he txamples upon a 1>ull-dogi but it did not do. 
^* At laft— when I had tailed myfelf perpendicularly over a wall> 
** 1 vfixi to &n exa<5i!y acrol^ the ridge of it, upon the fide oppo- 
** fite to the adhedon. This tore it off at once \ and I am as yoci 
*** tee. Come fill aglafs to the metpoiy of the empric medicine.'* 
^ If he had been aiked etfewhere about this diforder (for he reall;]^ 
^ had a confumptive diforder), he would have anfwered, that he 
^ was cured by Huxam^s decoAioi) of the bark, and the eliSKr of 
^ vkrioir 
•The IFidknr of Mr. StecM^s ^KdcctSGac Va tbft U^ Cckp 
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P. S. I beg pardon for this hafty fcrawl^ having 
jttft come from a concert where the D. of York per- 
formed. ^I have received ^great notice from him^ 

and laft week had the honour of fupping with him. 

liEtTER X. 

TO Oa. -WARBUItTOtN^ BISHOP OF diOOGBITtm^ 
MT LOKO, Ystk, Jvne 9. 1 760. 

Not tuaowing where to fend two fets of my Ser« 
monsjl-could think of no better expedient^ than to or- 
der them into Mr« fierringei^Si haixls> who has promif- 
ed me that he will wait upon your X^ordfhip with 
thenii the firft moment he hears you are in town*. 
fbe trueft and humbleft thanks I return to your 
Lordfhip, for the genero&ty of your proteflion, and 
advice to me : by making a good ufe of the one^ I 
will bope -to deierve the other. I wiih .your Lord- 
(hip all the health and happinefe in this world ; for 
lamj 

iTour Lordfliip's 

Moil obliged and 

Moft grateful Servant^ 

L. ST£&K£. 

l*. S. I am.jufl: fitting down to go on with TriC- 
tram> Scc» — ^Tbe fcribblera ufe me ill^ but they have 
ufed my betteis much worfeT-for which may God 
forgive them. 
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« • 

TO THE REV. MR. STERNE. 

itsmiKD SIR, • '"^PiiorPaik, June 15. 1760* 

HAVE your favour of the 9th inftant^ and am glad 
to luuferftaiid you are got fafe home, and enipk>)red 
again in, jQurprc^pr ftudies and amufements. You 
have it ihyour power to make that, which' is an a« 
miifement to yoarieff arid otHers,' ufefoltoboth: ai 
leufl:, you Ihbuld, above aM ffimgs^ beware of its be^ 
- coming hurtful to either, by any violations of decen- 
cy and good mannefs ; but I have already taken fuch 
repesltefd liberties W adviling you on diat head, that 
to fay more woiild be neefllefs, or perhaps unaccept- 
able. ' ^ 

Whoever is, in any way, inrell received by the pub- 
lic, is fureto be annoyed by that peft of tfie public, 
prdfii^atefcritBUrs: ' This is tfie common lot of fuc- 
cefsful adventurers ; — ^but fuch Tiave often a woxfe 
evil to ftruggle with, I mean the over-ofiicioufnefs 
of their indifcreet friends. There are two Odes \ 
as they are called, printed by *Dodfley. Whoever 
was the author, he appears to be a monfter of im- 
piety and lewdnefs— yet, fuch is the malignity 
of the fcribblers, fome have ^ven them to your 
fneiid Hall ;—— and others, -which is ftill more 
impbffible, to yourfelf j ^oughthe firft Ode has die 






* Entided, " Two Lyric EpiAles : One to my Coufin Shandy 
on bis coming to town; and the olhn: to the Grown Gentlo- 
waman, the Mi£k$ oi •*«»,** 4to. 
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infolence to place ypu both-io a mean and a ridicu- 
lous light. But this might arife from a tale equally 
groundlefs and malignant, that ^yoahad-lhewn them 
to your acquaintances in MS. before they were given 
;to the public. Nor was their being printed by Dod& 
.kj die liklieft means of difcrediting the calumny. 

About this time* another, und^r the naalk of 
ineadttAp^ pretended to draw your charadier, which 
was iince puMiihed .in a Female Magazine (for dul- 
Aefs, who often has as great a hand as the devil in 
deforming God's works of - the creation, . has made 
item, it feems, male and female), and from Aence it 
was transfenred into a Ghronicle*. -Pray have you 
•lead it, or- do you know its author ? 

But of afl thefe things^^I dare fay Mr. Garrick, 
'Whofe prudence b equal to his honefty or his talents, 
kas remonftrated^o you withthe freedom of. a fVien'd. 
He Imows the ineonftancy of what iis called the Pub- 
lic, towards all, even the befl intentioned, of thofe 
who contribute to its pleafure or amufement. '^He 
(as every man of honour and difcretion would) has 
availed himfelf of the public favour, to regulate the 
'tafte, and, .in his proper ftation, to reform the man- 
ners of the fafliionable world ;-'-^hile, by a well- 
judged economy, he has provided againft the temp- 
tations of a mean and fervile .dependency on the fol- 
lies and vices of the great. 

In a word, be afluredf-there^s no one more (in« 
cerely wiihes your welfare and happinefs, than. 

Reverend Sir, 

W. o; 
« '^ JiOndoA Chfmde, May 6. X769. 
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LETTER Xn, 

' . TO VT ^VtVf *WiDQ9f, MRS. F.« 

VV HEN a ip^n'^ hxdXDS are as dry as afqueez'd GU 
^PS^~^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^ -^o more conceit in ^lim 
thau a MaUety 'tis Iq vain to thiok of fitting cbwnji 
and writing a letter to a. lady -of .your vit, unkfs ia 
the hon^ft John-Trot<StyIe of yours ^ the xith itt^ 
Jhntcame fafe to hanii ^isfc. which) by the by^ looks 
like a letter of bufineis^ and you know very well,, 
from the firft letter 1 had the, honour to write toyout 
I am a man of na bufiaefs at all. This vile plight 
I found my -genius ix^, was the reaion I have told 
Mr. ' ■ ' i^ I would not write to -you till the next- 
I>oft--4ioping by that time to get fome fmall recruit 
at leaft of vivQicity, if not wit, to fet out with,;— < 
bot open fecond thoughts, thinking a bact letter iii 
feafon->-to be better than a good one out of i t" - - 
this icmwl .is the confequeneei -whicb» if you will 
burn the moment -you get it*^I promife to fend yoa 
a £ine let eiTay in the ftyleof your female epiftolizers, 
cut and trimmed at -all points.— -—Gob defend me 
from fuch, who never yet- knew what it was to (ay 
or write one premeditated word in my whole life— 
for this reafon I fend you dus with pkafure, .be«. 
caufe wrote with the carelefs irregularity of an eafy 
heart.r«— =Who told you Garrkk wrote the medley 
for Beard? — ^Twas wrote in his houfe, however, 
and belbre I left town. — I deny it — ^I was. not loft 
t^ro days before I left town. ■ I was loft aU the 
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tioie I was there, afid never found till I got to this 

Shandy cattle of mine. ^Next winter I intend to 

fojoum amongft you with more decorum, and will 
neither be loft or found any where. 

Now I ivifli to God I was at your elbow-^I have 
joft fini(hed one volume of Shandy, and I want to 
lead tt to fome one who I know can tafte and relifh 
hamour-— tl^s by the way, is a little impudent in 
me — ^for I take the thing for granted, which their 
high mightinefles the world have yet to determine—- 

hot I mean no fuch thing 1 could wifii only to 

have your opinion — fhall I> in truth, give you mine ? 
1-4 dare not— Jbut I will ; provided you keep it to 
yottrielf— know then> that I think there is more 
laughable humour, — with an equal degree of Ccr- 
▼andc &tire — ^if not more than in the laft — ^but we 
are bad judges of the merit of our children. 

I return you a thoufand thanks for your friendly 
congratulations upon my habitation — and I will take 
care you fliall- never wifh me but ^well, for I am, 
Madam^ 

With great efteem and truth. 
Your moft obliged, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo precipi- 
tately, I fear you muft carry it to a dccypherer 

I beg you'll do me the honour to write — otherwifc 

you draw f?je in, inftead of Mr. drawing you 

into a fcrape— — -for I fhould forrow to have a tii/Ie 
of fo agreeable a correfpondent— — and m wo jr. 
Adieu. 

rol. riL B 
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LETTER Xm. 

TO S C , ESQ. 

iiY DEAR FRIEND, London, Chtiibnas Day, 1760. 

1 HAVE been in fuch a continual hurry fince the mo- 
ment I arrived here — ^what with my books, and what 
with vifitors and vifitings, that it was not in my 
power fooner to fit down and acknowledge the fa- 
vour of your obliging letter j and to thank you for 
the moft friendly motives which led you to write it. 
I am not much in pain upon what gives my kind 
friends at Stillington fo much on the chapter of No/ft 
— ^becaufe, aa the principal fatire throughout that 
part is levelled at thofe' learned blockheads who, in 
all ages, have wafted their time and much learning 
upon points as foolifh— — it fliifts off the idea of 
what you fear, to another point—and 'tis thought 

here very good ^'twill pafs mutter 1 mean not 

with all — ^no ! I fhall be attacked and pelted, either 
from cellars or garrets, write what I will — and be- 
iides, muft expeft to have a party againft me of 
many hundreds — ^who either do not or will not 
^augh, — ^'Tis enough if I divide the world ; at leaft 
I will reft contented with it. — ^I wifli you was here to 
ice what changes of looks and ^political reafoning 
have taken place in every company and cofFeehoufe 
f iiice laft year ; we fhall be foon Pruflians and Anti- 

Pruffians, B s and Anti-B s, and thofe di- 

ftinftions will juft do as well as Whig and Tory 

and for ought I know ferve the fame ends.— • 

wHic King fsems refolved to biu^^ ^ \idiv^^ back to- 
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their original principles, and to ftop the torrent of 

corruption and lazinefs. He rifes every morning 

at fix to do buiinefs— rides out at eight to a minute 
—returns at nine to give himfelf up to his people. 
B y perfifting, 'tis thought he will oblige his mi- 
nifters and dependants to difpatch affairs with him 
many hours fooner than of late— and 'tis much to 
be queftioned w^hether they: will- not be enabled to 
wait upon him fooner, by being freed from lonj; 
levees of their own, and applications ; which will 
in all liklihood be transferred from tliem direful y to 
liimfelf — the prefent fyftenr being to remove that 
pbalanx of great people, which flood betwixt the 
tlirone and the fub}e£^s, and fuffer them to have 
immediate accefs, without the intervention of a cabal 
'. ——(this is the language of others) : however, the 
[ King gives every thing himfelf, knows every thing, 
I and weighs every thing maturely, and then is in- 
flexible — this puts old ftagers off their game— how 
it will end we are all in the dark. 

Tis feared the war is quite over in Germany 5 
never was known fach havock amongft troops — I was 
told yeflerday by a colonel from Germany, that out 
of two battalions of nine hundred men, to which 

he belonged, but feventy-one are left! Prince 

Ferdinand has fent word, 'tis faid, that he mufl have 
forty thoufand men directly to take the field — and 
with provifions for them too, for he can but fubfiit 
them for a fortnight. — ^I hope this will find you all 
got to York— I beg my compliments to the ami- 
able Mrs. Croft, &c. &c. 
Though I propoftd going fivH to Goldorv-St\m\c, 
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yet fate has thus long difpofed of me— fo I h^re 
never been able to fet a foot towards that quarter. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours affe£l:ionateIy, 

L. ST£RK£* 

LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME 
MY DZA& 8JB, [About Jan. 1 76 x •] 

I HAVE juft time to acknowledge the favour of 
yours, but not to get the two prints you mention— 
which (hall be fent you by next poft — ^I have bought 
them, and lent them to Mifs Gilbert, but will af- 
furedly fend for them and enclofe them to you : — ^I 
will take care to get your pi£bures well copied, and 
at a moderate price. And if I can be of further 
ufe, I befeech you to employ me ; and from time to 
time will fend you an account of whatever may be 
worth tranfmitting.— The ftream now fets in ftrong 
againft the German war. Loud complaints of -— 

. ^ — making a trade of the war, &c. &c.— — 

much expefted from L. Granby's evidence to thefe 
matters, who is expeiied every hour: — the King 
wins every day upon the people, (hows himfelf much 
at the play (but at no opera), rides out with his bro- 
thers every morning, half an hour after feven, till 
nine — ^returns with them, fpends an hour with them 
at breakfaft, and chat— »and then fits down to bu* 
Cnefs. r never dined at home once fince I arrived— 
^m fourteen dinners deep engaged juft now, and 
/ear matters will be worfe w\di mt Va \i»x ^oint 
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than better. — As to the maili ^ints in view, at which 
you hint — all I can fay is, that I fee my way, anti 

unlefs Old Nick throws the dice (hall, in due 

time, come otF winner— Triftram will be out tlie 

twentieth there is a great rout made about h'un 

before he enters the llage whether this will be 

of ufe or no, I can't fay— fomc wits of the firllw 
magnitude here, both as to wit and (lation, eng:\ge 
me fuccefs— Time will ihow— 

Adieu. 

LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME. 
BiAA 8XK, [March 1761.] 

uixCE I had the favour of your obliging letter, no- 
thing has happened, or been faid one day, which 
has not been contradifted the next ; fo having little 
certain to write, I have forbore writing at all, in 
hopes every day of fomething worth filling up a let- 
ter. We had the greateft expe<3:ations yellcrday 
that ever were raifed, of a pitche<l battle in the 
Houfe of Commons, wherein Mr. Pitt was to have 
entered and thrown down the gauntlet, in defence 
of the German war.— There never was fo full a 
houfe — ^the gallery full to the top— I was there all 
the day — ^when lo! a political fit of the gout fciz- 
ed the great combatant — ^he entered not the lifts 
Beckford got up, and begged the Houfe, as he faw 
not his right honourable friend there, to put ofF tl^o 
debate — It could not be done : fo Beckford roie u^y 
2nd made a mod long, paffionate, incoKcterLt t^j^^cV^ 

^3 
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in "defence of the Germanic war — ^but very fevere 

upon the unfrugal manner it was carried on in 

which he addrefled himfelf principally to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and laid him on terribly. — 
It feems the Chancery of Hanover had laid out 
350,000 pounds, on account, and brought in our 

treafury debtor and the grand debate was, for 

an honefl examination of the particulars of this ex- 
travagant account, and for vouchers to authenticate 

it. Legge anfwered Beckford very rationally, and 

coolly Lord N. fpoke long— —Sir F. Dafliwood 

maintained the German war was moft pernicious — 
Mr. C of Surry fpoke well againft the ac- 
count, with fome others h. Barrington at laft 

got up, and fpoke half an hour with great plainnefsy 
and temper— explained a great many hidden fprings 
relating to thefe accounts, in favour of the hte King, 
and told two or three converfations which had pafTed 
between tlie King and himfelf, relative to thefe ex- 
penccs — which caft great honour upon the King's 
charadler. This was with regard to the money the 
King had fecretly furniflied out of his pocket to 
leilcn the account of the Hanover-fcore brought us 
to difcharge. 

Beckford and Barrington abufed all who fought 
for peace, and joined in the cry for it \ and Beck* 
lord added, that the reafons of wifhing a peace now. 
Were the fame as the peace of Utrecht — ^that the 
people behind the curtain could not both maintain 
the war, and their places too, fo were for making 
another facrifice of the nation to their own inte-.- 
^oRtls. After aiJ ■■ the ct^ fot 21 ^^;\.ce is fo ge- 
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icral, that it will certainly end in one Now for 

nyfelf 

One half of the town abufe my book as bitterly, 
as the other half cry it up to the ikies — the beft iSy 
ibey abufe and buy it, and at fuch a rate, that we 
jfte going on with a fecond edition, as fait as pof- 

ible. 

I am going down for a day or two with Mr. 
Spencer, to Wimbleton ; on Wednefday there is to 
be a grand aflfembly at Lady N . I have ^ in- 
quired every where about Stephen's afiair, and can 
hear nothing — My friend, Mr. Charles Towniliend, 
will be now Secretary of War* — ^he bid me wiih 
liiin joy of it, though not in pofleflion. — I will afk 
Urn— and depend, my moil worthy friend, that you 
ftall not be ignorant of what I leani from him — 

Believe me ever, ever, yours, 

L. s. 

LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 
MT DIAR SIR, [ April, I 7 6 1 .] 

A STRAIN which I got in my wrift by a terrible 
fedl, prevented my acknowledging the favour of 
your obliging letter. I went yefterday morning to 
breakfail with Mr. V , who is a kind of right- 
hand man to the Secretary, on purpofe to inquire 
about the propriety, or feafibility, of doing what 
you wiih me and he has told me an anecdote 

* He was appointed Secretary at War the 24th March 1 76 f. 

134 
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which had you been here, would> I think, have 
made it wifer to have deferred fpeaking about the 
affair a month- hence than now : it is this— You 
muft know that the numbers of officers who have 
left their regiments in Germany, for the pleafures 
of the town, have been long a topic for merriment ; 
as you fee them in St. James's Coffeehoufe, and the 
Park, every hour, inquiring, open mouth, how things 
go on in Germany, and what news ; — when they 
Ihould have been there to have fumiflied news them- 
felves — But the worft part has been, that many of 
them have left their brother officers on their duty, 
and in all the fatigues of it, and have come with no 
end but to make friends, to be put unfairly over the 
heads of thofe who were left rifking their lives,^ 
In this attempt there have been fome but too fuccefs- 
ful, which has juftly raifed ill-blood and complaints 
from the officers who ftaid behind — The upfliot has 
been, that they have every foul been ordered olF, 
and woe be to him (*tis faid) who fhall be found 
liflening ! Now juft to mention our friends cafe 
whiift this cry is on foot, I think would be doing 
more hurt than good ; but *if you think otherwife, 
1 will go with all my heart, and mention it to Mr. 
l^ownfliend ; for to do more I am too inconfiderable 

a perfon tp pretend to.^ You made me and my 

friends here very merry with the accounts current at 
York, of my being forbid the Court — ^but they do 
not copfider what a confiderable perfon they make 
of me, when they fuppofe either my going, or my 
not going thercy is a point, that ever enters the King's 
head-^^and for thofe about him, 1 \\^\^ tii^ VcixvQut 
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either to ftand fo perfonally well known to them, or 
to be fo well reprefented by thofe of the iirft rank, 
as to fear no accident of that kind. 

I thank God (B ■■ * s excepted) I have never yet 
made a friend or connexion I have forfeited, or 
done ought to forfeit — ; — but, on the contrary, my 
trae chara&er is better underftood ; and where I 
bd one friend laft year, who did me honour, I have 
three now. — If my enemies knew, that by this rage 
of abufe and ill-will, they were efFc£lually ferving 
the interefts both of myfelf and works, they would 

be more quiet but it has been the fate of my 

betters, who have found, that the way to fame, is 
like the way to heaven — through much tribulation — 
and till I (hall have the honour to be as much mal» 
treated as Rabelais and Swift were, I muft continue 
iumble ; for I have not filled up the meafure of 
ialf their perf^cuiiofis^ 

The Court is turning topfy-turvy. Lord Bute, le 
Premier *— Lord Talbot, to be Groom of the 
Chambers f in room of the D — of R— d — Lord 
Halifax to Ireland |— Sir F. Dafliwood in Talbot'* 
place — ^Pitt feems unmoved — a peace inevitable- 
Stocks rife — the peers tliis moment hiding hands,, 
&c. &c. (tliis week may be chriflcncd the kifs-hands 
week) for a hundred changes will happen in confe* 

* LorJ Bute was Appointed Secretai)* of State on tlie 2 5tli oi 
March 17^1. 

I t Lord Talbot was appointed Steward of ihc Ho«ft*hold on ifi« 
fii.Tx- day. 

\ liord Halifax was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Irclaiwi or 

B5 
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quence of thefe. Pray prefent my compliments to 
Mrs. C. and all friends, and believe me^ with the 
grcateft fidelity, 

Your very obliged, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. Is it not ftrange that Lord Talbot fliould 
liave power to remove the Duke of R d ? 

Pray when you have read this, fend the news to 
Mrs. Sterne. 

LETTER XVIL 

TO J H S , ES<^ 

B1ARH-— -**, Cozwould, July 2S, 176s. 

1 SYMPATHISED for, or With you, on the detail yon 

give me of your late agitations — and would willing- 
ly have taken my horfe, and trotted to the Oracle to 
have inquired into the etymology of all your fufFer- 
ings, had I not been affured, that all that evacua- 
tion of billious matter, with all that abdominal mo- 
tion attending it (both which are equal to a month's 
purgation and exercife) will have left you better 

than it foimd you- Need one go to D— , to be 

told that all kind of mild (mark, I am going to talk 
more foolifhly than your apothecary), opening, f»- 
ponacious, dirty-flnrt, fud-wafhing liquors are pro- 
per for you, and confequently all ftyptical potations, 

tlcath and deflruftion ? if you had not fhut up 

your gall dufts by thefe, the gLuber falts couH not 
have hurt— as it was, 'twas fike a match to the 
gunpowder, by raifing a frefli Combuftion, 7^ aU 
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phjRc does at firft, fo that you have been let off — 
nitre, brimftone, and charcoal (which is blacknefs 

itfelf) all at one Waft ^*twas well the piece did 

not burily for I think it underwent great violence, 
and as it is proof, will, I hope, do much fervice in 
diis militating world — ^Panty * is miftaken ; I quar* 
rd with no one.— ^There was that coxcomb of — — 
in the houfe> who loft temper with me, for no rea- 
fon upon earth but that I could not fall down and 
worihip a brazen image of learning and eloquence, 
which he let up, to the perfecution of aU true be" 
Eever s ■ I fat down upon his attar^ and whiftled 
in the time of his divine fervice*— — and broke down 
lus carved work,, and kicked his incenfe p6t to the 
D ■■ , fo he retreated,, fid mn fine fglle in corde fuo. 
•^ have wrote a clerum ;, whether I ihall take my 
dodor's degj^ees or no— 'I am much in doubt, but I 
^row not* — \ go on with Triftram — ^I have bought 
&ven hundred books at a purchafe, dog cheap — and 
many good — ^and I have been a week getting them 
fet up in my beft room, here^-why do not you tranf- 
port yours to town ?. but I talk like a fool.-— This 
will juft catch yoa at your Spaw— I wifh you />/• 
cdiwtem apud Londinum — do you go there for good,, 
and all— or ill 2—1 am, dear coufin,. 

Yours affe^ionately, 

L. STERNE^ 

' ^ 'HieRerexeixi'Mr. R- 

B6. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 
>».^t ^>. ^ Ccxv^'cnlcl [abou Auguft], 1761. 

V <!c. .^v^ you are in London — reft you there in 

V ,vv • ^i'ro *iis the devil. — You was a good pro- 
rv<. - I xstth inyfelf back again, as you told me I 

ivv..k?— cut not becaufe a thin, death-doing, p.efti- 
^.-vvs nonh-caft wind blows in a line direttly from 
iN.ji;v^oaftle tutret full upon me in this cuckoldly 
r,\rcit (for I value the north-eaft wind and all its 

■rvrvrcts not a ftraw) but the tranfition from rapid 

rN>:ion to abfolute reft was too violent. 1 (hould 

kiw walkAl about the ftreets of York ten days, as 
ji proper medium to have paffed through, before I 
entered upon my reft. I ftaid but a moment, and 
I have been here but a few, to fatisfy me I have not 
managed my miferies like a wife man — and if God^ 
for my confolation under them, had not poured forth 
the fpirit of Shandeifm into me, which will not 
fufffcr me to think two moments upon any grave fub- 

jcft, I would, elfe, juft now lie down and die ■> 

die- and yet, in half an hour's time, Til lay a 

guinea, I fhall be as merry as a monkey — and as 
mifchievous too, and forget it all — fo that this is but 
a copy of the prefcnt train running crofs my brain. 
— Anil fo you think this curfed ftupid — ^but that, 
my dcai H. depends much upon the quota hora of 
your ftiubby clock : if the pointer of it is in any 
quarter between ten in the morning or four in the 
*j7loon ■ I give it up — 01 if the day is obfcured 
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hj dark engendering clouds of either wet or dry- 
weather, I am ftill loft — ^but who knows but it may 
be five — and the day as fine a day as ever flione upon 
the earth fince the deftruftion of Sodom— — and 
peradventure your honour may have got a good hearty 
dinner to-day, and eat and drank your intelle£^ual9 

into a placidulifh and a blandulifh amalgama to 

bear nonfenfe : fo much for that, 

Tis as cold and churlifh juft now, as (if God had 
not pleafed it to be fo) it ought to have been in bleak 
December, and therefore I am glad you are where 
you are, and where (I repeat it again) I wifh I was 
alfo ■■ Curfc of poverty, and abfence from thofe we 
love ! — they are two great evils which embitter all 
things— and yet with the firft I am not haunted 

much. As to matrimony, I fliould be a beaft to 

tail at it, for my wife is eafy— but the world is not 
— and had I ftaid from hef a fecond longer, it would 
have been a burning Ihame — elfe ftie declares her- 
felf happier without me — ^but not in anger is this de- 
claration made— —but in pure fober good fenfe, built 
on found experience — fhe hopes you will be able to 
flrike a bargain for me before this time twelvemonth, 
to lead a bear round Europe : and from this hope 
from you, I verily believe it is, that you areTo high 
in her favour at prefent Ihe fwears you are a fel- 
low of wit, though humorous ; a funny, jolly foul, 
riiough fomewhat fplenetic -, and (bating the love of 

women) as honeft as gold how do you like the fi-" 

mile ? — Oh, Lord ! now are you going to Ranelagh 
to-night, and I am fitting, forrowful as the prophet 
was, when the voice crie(J out to him and faid. 
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^ What doft thou here, Elijah ?* ^Tis well the 

fpirit does not make the fame at Coxwould— for 
unlefs for the few iheep left me to take care of» in 
this wildemefs^ I might as well> nay better, be at 
Mecca — ^When we find we can, by a ihifdng of pla- 
ces, run away from ourfelves, what think you of a 
jaunt there, before we finally pay a vifit to the vale of 
Jehojaphat /*— As ill a fame as we have, I truft I 
(hall one day or other fee you face to face — fo teU 
the two colonels, if they love good company^ to live 
righteoufly and foberly,. as you do^ and then they wiQ: 
have no doubts^ or dangers within or without tliem. 
P refent my beft and warmeft wifiies to them,, 
and advife the eldeft ta prop up his ^irits^ and gera^ 
rich dovtrager before the conclufion of the peace, 
why will not the advice fuit both^ par nobUe fratrunu 
To-morrow morning (if Heaven permit) I begia 
the fifth volume * of Shandy — I cure not a curfe for 
the critics^ — I'll load my vehicle with what goods he 
(ends me,, and they may take 'em oflT my hands, or 
let them alone ■ I am very valorous — and 'tis in 
proportion as. we retire from the vrorld, and fee it in 
its true dimenfions, that we defpife it — no bad rand 
•—God above blefs you ! Tou know I am 

Tour affectionate coufin,/ 

LAUR£NC£ St£RN£... 

What few remain o£ the Bemoniacs,^ greet ■■ 
.and write me a. letter, if you are able, as foolifh aa» 
this* 



\ 



* Afiuding; td the firfteditToJU. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO LADT ■ w 

Ccnnvould, Sept. si. 1761. 

I RETUKK to my new habitation, fully determined 
to write as hard as can be, and thank you mod cor- 
dially, my dear lady, for your letter of congratula- 
tion upon my Lord Fauconberg's having prefented 

me with the curacy of this place though your 

congratulation comes fomewhat of the lateil, as I 
haye been pofTefled of it fome time. — I hope I have 
been of fome fervice to his Lordihip, and he has fuf- 
ficiently requited me. — ^Tis feventy guineas a year in 
my pocket, though worth a hundred — ^but it obliges 
me to have a curate to officiate at Sutton and Stil- 

Itt^ton. Tis within a mile of his Lordfliip's feat 

and park. ^Tis a very agreeable ride out in the chaife 
I purchafed for my wife. — Lyd has a poney which 
(he delights in. — ^Whilft they take thefe diverfions, 
I am fcribbling away at my Triflram. Thefe two 
volomes are, I think, the befl. — I ihall write as long 
as I live — ^'tis, in faft, my hobby- horfe : and fo much 
am I delighted with my uncle Toby's imaginary cha- 
rafter, that I am become an enthufiaft.— My Ly- 
dia helps to copy for me — and my wife knits, and 

liftens as I read her chapters. ^The coronation of 

his Majefty (whom God preferve !) has coft me the 
value of an ox, which is to be roafted whole in the 
middle of the town, and my parilhioners will, I fup-« 
pofe, be very merry upon the occaHon. — You will 
then be in tow ^ ■ ■ and feaft your eyes with a Jight, 
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which 'tis to be hoped will not be in either of our 
powers to fee again — ^for in point of age we have a- 

bout twenty years the ftart of his Majefty. And 

now, my dear friend, I muft finifh this — and with 
every wifh for your happinefs conclude myfelf your 
molt fincere well-wifher and friend, 

L. STP.KNE. 

LETTER XX. 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Paris, Jan. 31. 1 767. 

Think not, becaufe I have been a fortnight in this 
metropolis without writing to you, that therefore I 
have not had you and Mrs. Garrick a hundred times 
in my head and heart — ^heart ! yes, yes, fay you — 
tut I muft not wafte paper in badinage this poft, 
whatever I do the next. Well ! here I am, my 
friend, as much improved in my health for the time, 
as ever your friendfhip could wifli, or at leaft your 
faith give credit to — By the by I am fomewhat worfe 
in my intelleftuals, for my head is tunied round 
with what I fee, and the unexpefted honours I have 
-met with here. Triftram was almcft as much known 
here as in London, at leaft among your men of con- 
dition and learning, and has got me introduced into 
fo many circles ('tis comme h Londres), I have juft 
now a fortnight's dinners and fuppers upon my hands 
—My application to the Count de Choiftul goes on 
fwimmingly, for not only Mr Pelletiere (who, by 
the bv» fends ten thoufand civilities to vou and Mrs.. 
'nrrick) has undertaken my ;;fFair, but the Count de 
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Limbcnrgr — die £a?m: dSplba.T har nfierrc arw 
fecutkr fee tHp inci&imvenQ^ a: xrr tteiunpsiur ic 

This BsrcB k onf: oc dss 2zid£ trarmed mttii^^nirr 
here, the grear pr-jy^zzar of virs "iiii Ap Scsvans 
who are no wii? — sjsvp^ tobd Imc^ lince daT^ & 

week Lis hoiat is- anBr, as 'vdbtf "•ris » sifi« ir r 

own , ■ h e livef r: r?«at expencs — ^TvK as oai 
incident when I W3S isftrz^d-amd ip 'die Cznnn m 
Blffie, which I was at his deure — ^I faxmd him rea<^ 
mg Tnftran^-^-dxis prsndee does me great hcnMzrs 
and gives me leare to go a prirzte way ihrDOgh his 
s^nntments into the palais royz!, to riew the Doke 
of Orleans' colle<EHons, ererr day I hsre time — I hare 
been at the doctors of Sorbcime— I hope in a fa(t« 
night to break through, or rather froan the d^igfatt 
of this place, which, in the /^-t^w rizTfy exceeds aD 
the places, I believe, in this fc<fiion of the globe— 

I am going, when this ietier is wrote, with Mr. 
Fox and Mr Maccartney to Verfailles— — <he novt 
morning I wait upon Monf. Titon, in company M-ith 
Mr. Maccartney, who is known to him, to dolivor 
your commands. I have bought you the pamphlet 

upon theatrical, or rather tragical declamation ^I 

have bought another in verfe, wortli reading, and 
you will receive them, with what I can pick up this 
week, by a fervant of Mr Hodges, whom he is fend- 
ing back to England. 

I was laft nigJit with Mr. Fox to fee MadcmoiAH(» 
Clairon, in Iphighie — ihe is extremely great — wcniM 
to God you had one or two like her — what a luxury, 
to fee you wjdi one of fuch powers \\\ l\\(i t^W^i \\\ * 
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tere(Hng fcene !— But 'tis too much — Ah ! PrevilLe f 

thou ut Mercury himfelf ^By virtue of taking a 

couple of boxes, we have befpoke, this week. The 
Frenchman in London^ in which Freville is to fend us 
home to fupper,. all happy^^l mean about fifteen or 
fixteen Englifh of diftinftion, who are now here, and 
live well with each other. 

I am under great -obligations to Mr Pitt, who has 
behaved in every refpe£l to me like a man of good 
breeding, and good nature — ^In a poft or two, I wilt 
write again — ^Foley is an honeft foul — ^I could write 
fix volumes of what has pafTed comically in this great 
fcene, fince thefe laft fourteen days b ut more of 

this hereafter. ^We are all going into mourning ^ 

nor you, nor Mrs. Garrick, would know me, if you 
met me in my r^iw^-^Blefs you both ! Service to 
Mrs. Dennis. Adieu, adieu ! 

L. S. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO LADY D 



London *» Feb. i. 1762. 

YoUB. Lady(hip*s kind inquiries after my health are 
indeed kind, and of a piece with the reft of your 
chara£ler. Indeed I am very ill, having broke a vef- 
fel m my lungs — ^hard writing in the fummer, toge- 
ther with preaching, which I have not ftrength for, 
is etrer fatal to m e b ut I cannot avoid the latter 



* Thk Letter, though 4a(ed from Lmidon, was evidently wtittei^ 
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yet, and the former is too pleafurable to be given up 
—I believe I fhall try if the fouth of France will not 
be of fervice to me h is G. of Y. has mod hu- 
manely given me the permifllon for a year or two— 
1 ihall fet of with great hopes of its efficacy, and 
iall write to my wife and daughter to come and 
fin me at Paris, elfe my ftay could not be fo long — 
" Le Fevre's ftory has beguiled your Ladyfhip of 
** your tears," and the thought of the accufing fpi- 
rit flying up to heaven's chancery with the oath, you 
are kind enough to fay is fublime — ^my friend, Mr. 
Garrick, thinks fo too, and I am mod vain of his ap- 
pirobation — ^your Ladyfhip's opinion adds not a little 
to my vanity. 

I wlfh I had time to take a little excurfion to Bath^ 
were it only to thank you for all the obliging things 
you fay in your letter— ^ut 'tis impoffible— -accept at 
leaft my warmeft thanks — If I could tempt my friend 
Mr. H, to come to France, I fliould be truly happy 
—If I can be of any fervice to you at Paris, com-* 
mand him who is, and ever will be. 

Your Ladyfliip's faithful 

L« &TSRNE. 

LETTER XXII. 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ES<^ 

DiAJt GARSici:. Paris, March xg. 176c* - 

1 HIS will be put into your hands by Dr. Shippen, 
a phyfician, who has been here fome time with Mif& 
Poyntz, and is this moment fetting ofF for your me- 
tropolis *, fo I fnatch the opportunity of writing ta 
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you and my kind friend Mrs. Garrick I fee nothing 

like her here, and yet I have been introduced to one 
half of their beft Gkjddefles, and in a jmonth more 
fhall be admitted to the fhrines of the other half — 
but I neither worfliip — or fall (much) upon my knees 
before them ; but, on the contrary, have converted 
many unto Shandeifm.— For be it known, I Shan- 
dy it away fifty times more than I was ever wont, 
talk more nonfenfe than ever you heard me talk in 
your days — and to all forts of people. Qui ie diahle 
eft eet homme li f aid Choifeul t*other day— — 
ee Chevalier Shandy You'll think me as vain as a 
devil, was I to tell you the reft of the dialogue — ^ 
whether the bearer knows it or no, I know not— 
Twill ferve up after fupper, in Southtoipton-ftreet, 
among other fmall difhes, after the fatigues of Rich- 
ard IIL '■■ > « O God ! they have nothing here which 
gives the nerves fo fmart a blow, as thofe great cha- 
ra^^s in the hands of Garrick ! but I forgot I am 
writing to the man himfelf — ^The deVil take (as he 
will) thefe tranfports of enthufiafm ! A propos !— 
the whole city of Paris is he*witcVd with the comic 
opera \ and if it was not for the affair of the Jefuits, 
which takes up one half of our talk, the comic opera 
would have it all— — It is a tragical nuifance in all 
companies as it is, and was it not for fome fudden 
ftarts and daflies — of Shandeifm, which now and 
then either break tlie thread, or entangle it fo, that 
the devil himfelf would be puzzled in winding it off 
—.1 fhould die a martyr— This by the way I nevef 
will— — 

I fend you over fome of thefe comic operas by the 
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bearer, with the Sa/lon, a fatire— The French come- 
djr, I feldom vifit it — They aft fcarce any thing but 
tragedies — ^and the Clairon is great, and Mademoi- 
tile Dumefnil, in fome places, ftill greater than her 
—yet I cannot bear preaching — ^I fancy I got a fur- 
feit of it in my younger days — There is a tragedy to 

be damn'd to-night ^Peace be with it, and the 

gentle brain which made it ! I have ten thoufand 
things to tell you I cannot write — I do a thoufand 
things which cut no figure but in the doing^^-Taid as 
m London, I have the honour of having done and 
(aid a thoufand things I never did or dreamed of— - 
and yet I dream abundantly-^— «-If the devil ftood 
bdiind me in the fliape of a courier I could not 
^te fafter than I do, having five letters more to de- 
fpatch by the fame gentleman ; he is going into an- 
other fe£lion of the globe, and when he has feen you, 
he will depart in peace. 

The Duke of Orleans has fufiered my portrait to 
be added to the number of fome odd men in his col- 
le&ion ; and a gentleman who lives with him has 
taken it mod expreffively at full length. I purpofe 
to obtain an etching of it, and to fend it you — Your 
prayer for me of rojy healthy is heard — ^If I (lay here 
for three or four months, I (hall return more than 
reinilated. My love to Mrs. Garrick. 

I am, my dear Garrick, 

Your moil humble Servant, 

L. STERKE. 
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LETTER XXin- 

TO THE SAME* 
SIT OSAH CARRIcx, Paris, April lo. lySt. 

1 SNATCH the occafion of Mr. Wilcox (the late Bi* 
£hop of Rochefter's.fon) leaving this place for £ng« 
land, to write to you, and I enclofe it to HaU» who 
will put it into your hand, poffibly behind the fcenes. 
I hear no news of you, or your empire^ I would have 
faid kingdom^ b ut here every thing is hyperbolized 
—and if a woman is but (imply pleafed — ^*tis Jefuis 
charme — and if (he is charmed, 'tis nothing lefs than 
that (he is r^t;i-(h'd— and when ravi-(h'd (which may 
happen) there is nothing left to her but to fly to the 
other world for a metaphor, and fwear qu'elle etoit 
tout extq/!ee^'''wbich mode of fpeaking is, by the by, 
here creeping into ufe, and there is fcarce a woman 
who underftands the bon ton, but is feven times in a 
day in downright ecftafy — ^that is, the devil's in h^ 
•—by a fmall miftake of one word for the other 
Now, where am I got ? 

I have been thefe two days reading a tragedy, gi- 
ven me by a lady of talents to read, and conjedure 
if it would do for you — ^*Tis from the plan of Dide- 
rot, and poflibly half a tranflation of it: — ^The Natural 
Son, or the Triumph of Virtue, in five afts — It has 
too much fentiment in it (at leaft for me), the 
fpeeches too long, and favour too much oi preaching 
—this may be a fecond reafon it is not to my tafte— 
^Tis all love, love, love, throughout, without much 
^bsu:atJOJi in the charafter •, fo 1 fc^nx \\. vfoxxld not 
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do for your ftage, and perhaps for the very reafons 

which recommend it to a French one. After a vile 

fufpenfion of three weeks, we are beginning with our 
comedies and operas again — ^yours I hear never flou- 
lifhed more — ^here the comic a£tors were never fo 
low— the tragedians hold up their heads — in all fenfes. 
I have known one little man fupport the theatrical 
worlds like a David Atlas, upon his (houlders, but 
Preville can't do half as much here, though Made- 
moifelle Clairon (lands by him, and fets her back to 
lus— She is very great, however, and highly impro- 
ved fince you faw her— flie alfo fupports her dignity 
at table, and has her public day every Thurfday, 
when fhe gives to eat (as they fay here) to all that 
are hungry and dry. 

Tou are much talked of here, and much expelled, 
as foon as the peace will let you — ^thefe two laft days 
you have happened to engrofs the whole converfa- 
tion at two great houfes where I was at dinner— Tis 
the greateft problem in nature, in this meridian, that 
one and the fame man (hould poiTefs fuch tragic and 
comic powers, and in fuch an equilibrio, as to divide 
the world for which of the two Nature intended him. 

Crebillion has made a convention with me, which, 

if he is not too lazy, will be no bad petftftage As 

foon as I get to Touloufe, he has agreed to write me 
an expoftulatory letter upon the indecorums of T. 
Shandy — ^which is to be anfwered by recrimination 
upon the liberties in his own works— —thefe are to 
be printed together Crebillion againft Sterne- 
Sterne againft Crebillion— the copy to be fold, 



and Ae moocf eqaaiUj dirided*— This is good Swift 
policy. 

I am recoreied greatly^ and if I could fpend one 
whole winter at Tooloufe, I (hould be fortified, in 
mj inner^man, beyond all danger of relapiing. — ^A 
lad afthma my daughter has been martyred with thefe 
tbee winters, bat moftly this laft, makes it, I feaiv 
aeceflary flie Ihould try the laft remedy of a warm^ 
and fofter air ^ lb I am going this week to Vedaille$, 
to wait upon Count Choifeul, to fcdicit pafTports for 
them — If this fyftem takes place, they join me here, 
and after a month's ftay, we all decamp for the fouth 
of France — ^if not, I fliall fee you in June next. Mr. 
Fox, and Mr. Maccartney having left Paris, I live 
altogether in French families.—^ laugh till I cryi 
and, in thtf fame tender moments, cry till I laughs I 
Shandy it more than ever, and verily do believe, that 
by mere Shandeifm, fublimated by a laughter-loving 
people, I fence a^nAich againft infirmities, as I do 
by the benefit of ur and climate. Adieu, dear Gar* 
rick ! Prefent ten thoufand of my beft refpe&s and 

wiihes to and for my friend Mrs. Garrick ^Had 

fhe been laft night upon the Tuilleries, (he would 
have annihilated a thoufand French Goddefies, in one 
Jingle turn. 

I am, moft truly, 

my dear friend, 

L. STERNE. 



\ 



LETTER XXIV. 

TO MRS. STERNE, YORK, 

n DZAAy Paris, Mxf 16. 1 76 b. 

It is a thoufand to one that this reaches you before 
jott fet out— However I take the chance— —You 
will receive one wrote laft night, the moment you 
get to Mr £. and to wiih you joy of your arrival in 
townr— To that letter whidi you will find in town, 
I have notlung to add that I can think on — for I 
lofe almoft drain'd my brains dry upon the fubje£):. 
•-For Goi/s fake rife early and gallop away in the 
cocA— and always fee that you have not forgot youf 
baggage in changing poft*chaifes*— — You will find 
good tea upon the road from York to Dover — only 
bring a little to carry you from Calais to Paris—* 

Give the Cuftom-houfe officers what I told you 

at Calais give more, if you have much Scotch Snuff 

—but as tobacco is good here, you had bed bring a 

Scotch mill, and make it yourfelf, that is, order your 

nlet to manufafture it-— 'twill keep him out of mif* 

chief.— I would advife you to take three dayvS in 

coming up, for fear of heating yourfelves — See tliat 

they do not give you a bad vehicle, when a better is 

in the yard ; but you will look (harp — ^Drink fmall 

Rheniih to keep you cool (that is, if you like it). 

Live well, and deny yourfelves nothing your hearts 

wifti. So God in heaven profper and go along with 

you — Kifs my Lydia, and believe me both affcdion- 

ately, Yours, 

/^//7^ C 
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LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 
MT DBAK, Paris, May 31. 1761: 

JL HERE have no mails arrived here till this mornings 
for three pofts, fo I expe£bed with great impatience 
a letter from you and Lydia— and lo ! it is arrived* 
You are as bufy as Throp*s wife, and by the time 
you receive this, you wiU be bufiet ftill I have 
exhaufted all my ideas ^>out your journey-*-*— and 
what is needful for you to do before and during it—-, 
fo I write only to tell you I am well— Mr. Cole- 
brooks, the minifter of SwiiTerland's fecretary I got / 
this morning to write a letter for you to the gover- 
nor of the Cuftom-houfe Office at Calais — it (hall be 
fent you next poft. You muft be cautious about 

Scotch fnuflP take half a pound in your pocketj 

and make Lyd do the fame. Tis well I bought you 
a chaife — there is no getting one in Paris now, but 
at an enormous price — ^for they are all fent to the 
army, and fuch a one as yours we have not been able 
to -match for forty guineas, for a friend of mine who 
is going from hence to Ital y t he weather was ne- 
ver known to fet in Uy hot as it has done the latter 
end of this month, fo he and his party are to get in* 
to his chaifes by four in the morning, and travel till 
nine - a nd not ftir out again till fix ;— but I hope 
this fevere heat will abate by the time you come here 
— ^however, I beg of you once more to take fpecial 
fare of heating your blood in travelling, and come 
/^// ^cf/zcement when you find the heat too much— 
'J (hall look iizipatiently for iutefivjeivc^ltQm^cixx^^TA 
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iDpe to hear all goes well \ that jou conquer all dif- 
iculties, that you have deceived your paflport, my 
)i£}ure> &c Write, and tell me fomething of every 
dung. I long to fee you both, you may be afTured^ 
mf dear wife and child, after fo long a feparation— 
and write me a line dire£tly, that I may have all the 
notice you can give me, that I may have apartments 
ready and fit for you when you arrive.— For my own 
part I ihall continue writing to you a fortnight longer 
— trefent my refpefts to all friends — ^you have bid 
Ifr. C. get my vifitattons at P. done for me, &c. &c* 
If any offers are made about the inclofure at Rafcal, 
they muft be enclofed to me— —nothing that is fair- 
ly propofed fliall iland ftill on my fcore. Do all for 
thtbeil, as He who guides all things will I hope do 
for us— fo Heaven preferve you both — ^believe me 

Tour affe£bionate 

L. STERNE. 

Love to my Lydia . I have bought her a gc'J 
watch to prefent to her when (he comes* 

LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

HT DEAft, Parii, Jnne 7.. 1762. 

1 KEEP my promife, and write to you again — I am 

fonry the bureau muft be open'd for the deeds 

but you will fee it don e I imagine you are con- 
Tinced of the neceffity of bringing three hundred 
pounds in your pocket — if you confider, Lydia mult 
have two flight negligees— *you will want a new 
gown or two— —as for painted linens, buy them in 
lown^ they will be more admired becaufc £u^^ 
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than French* Mrs. H. writes me word that I 
miftaken about buying filk cheaper at Touloufe than 
Paris, that (he advifes you to buy what you ynmt 
here — ^where they are very beautiful and cheap, as 
well as blonds, gauzes, &c. — Thefe I fay will all coft 
you fixty guineas— and you muft have them— for in 
this country nothing muft be fparcd for the back— 
and if you dine on an onion, and lie in a garret fe« 
ven ftoreys high, you muft not betray it in your 
clothes^ according to which you are well or ill look- 
ed on. When we are got to Touloufe, we muft be- 
gin to turn the penny, and we may (if you do not 
game much) live very cheap — ^I think that expreffion 
will divert you— and now God knows I have not a 
wifh but for your health, comfort, and fafe arrival 

here ^write to me every other poft, that I may 

know how you go on — ^you will be in raptures with 
your chariot. — Mr. R. a gentleman of fortune, who 
is going to Italy, and has feen it, has offered me thirty 
guineas for my bargain. You will wonder all the 
wav how I am to find room in it for a third- t o 
cafe you of this wonder, 'tis by what the coachmak- 
crs here call a cave, which is a fecond bottom added 
to that you fet your feet upon, which lets the peribn 
(who fits over againft you) down with his knees to 
your ancles, and by which you have all more room— 
and what is more, lefs heat — ^becaufe his head does 
not intercept the fore-glafs — little or nothing — ^Lyd 
and I will enjoy this by turns ; fometimes I {hall 
take a bidet— (a little poft horfe) and fcamper be- 
fore at other times I (hall fit in frefco upon the 

arm-chair without doors^ and one way or other will 
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do very well.— I am under infinite obligations to Mr* 
Thomhill} for accommodating me thus» and fo gen« 
teelly, for 'tis like making a prefent of it. — Mr. T, 

will fend you an order to receive it at Calais and 

oow, my dear girls, have I forgot any thing ? 

Adieu! adieu i 

Yours, moft affe£tionately, 

L. STERNE* 

A week or ten days will enable you to fee every 
thing — and fo long you muft ftay to reft your bones* 

LETTER XXVII. 

TO THB SAME. 

lir»usB8T« Parit, June X4. X 763. 

ilAViKG an Opportunity of writing by a friend who 
N fetting out this morning- for London, I write again 
in cafe the two laft letters I have wrote this week to 
you fhould be detained by contrary winds at Calais. 
I have wrote to Mr. E , by the fame hand, to 
thank him for his kindnefs to you in the handfomefl 
manner I could— and have told him, his good heart 
ind his wife's, have made them overlook the trouble 
of having you at his houfe, but that if he takes you 
tpartments near him, they will have occafion ftill 
enough left to ihow their friendfhip to us — I have 
begged him to affift you, and ftand by you, as if he 
was in my place, with regard to the fale of the Shan- 

dys...^and then the copy right ^Mark to keep thefe 

things diftin£t in your head — ^but Becket I have ever 
found to be a man of probity, and 1 dare £a^ ^o>s. 
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will have very litde trouble in finiftiing matters with 
him — and I would rather wifti you to treat with him 
than with another man — -but whoever buys the fifth 
and fixth volume of Shandys^ muft have the nay-fay 
of the feventh and eighth*.— —I wifh, when you 
come here, in cafe the weather is too hot to travel, 
you could think it pleafant to go to the Spa for four 
or fix weeks, where we fliould live for half the mo- 
ney we fliould fpend at Paris — afiter that, we flioiild , 
take the fweeteft feafon of the vintage to go to the 
fouth of France — ^but we will put our heads together, 
and you fliall juft do as you pleafe in this, and in 
every thing which depends on me— for I am a being 
perfe£kly contented when others are pleafed — ^to bear 
and forbear will ever be my maxim — only I fear the 
heats through a journey of five hundred miles fw 
you, and my Lydia, more than for myfelf — do not for- 
get th^ watch chains ^bring a couple for a gentle- 
man's watch likewife ; we fliall lie under great obli- 
gations to the Abbe M. and muft: make him fuch a 
fmall acknowledgment; according to my way of 
flourifliing, 'twill be a prefent worth a kingdom to 
him — ^Tliey have bad pins, and vile needles here— 
bring for yourfelf, and fome for prefents— — as alfo 
a ftrong bottle-fcrew, for whatever Scrub we may 
hire as butler, coachman, &c. to uncork us our Fron- 
tiniac— — You will find a letter for you at the Lyon 
D* Argent Send for your chaife into the court- 
yard, and fee all is right Buy a chain, at Calais, 

ftrong enough not to be cut off, and let your port- 
manteau be tied on the forepart of your chaife for 

♦ Alluding to the firft edition. 
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fear of a dog*s trick — ^fo God blefs you hoib, and re* 
nember me to my Lydia. 

I am yoturs affedionately^ 

L. STERNEr 

LETTER XXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

MY BIARBST, PailS, JunC 1 7. 1 762. 

Probably you will receive another letter with this^ 
by the fame poft i f fo, read this the laft — It will 
be the laft you can poflibly receive at York, for I 
hope It will catch you juft as you are upon the wing 
—If that (bould happen, I fuppofe in courfe you 
hate executed the contents of it, in all things which 
rebte to pecuniary matters ; and when thefe are fet^ 
tied to your mind, you will have got through your 
laft difficulty — every thing elfe will be a ftep of plea** 
fare ; and by the time you have got half a dozen 
ftages, you will fet up your pipes, and fing Te Deum 

together, as you whilk it along.— Defire Mr, C 

to fend me a proper letter of attorney by you ; he 
will receive it back by return of poft. You have 
done every thing well with regard to our Sutton and 
Stillington affairs, and left things in the beft chan* 

nel. ^If I was not fure you muft have long fince 

got my pifture, garnets, &c. I would write and fcold 

Mr. T abominably — ^he put them in Becket's 

hands, to be forwarded by the ftage- coach to you, as- 
foon as he got to town.— I long to hear from you, 
and that all my letters and things are come fafe to 
you^ and then you will fay that I hav^ not b^^xi ^ 

C4 
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bad lad — ^for you will find I have been writing con- 
tinually as I wiftied you to do.— Bring your fiiyer 
coiFee-pot ; 'twill ferve both to give water, lemonade, 
and orjead. — to fay nothing of coffee and chocolate, 
wWch, by the by, is both cheap and good at Tou- 
loufe, like other things — ^I had like to have forgot a 
moft neceffary thing j there are no copper tea-kettle* 
to be had in France, and we fhall find fuch a thing 
the moft comfortable utenfil in the houfe— — Buy a 
good ftrong one, which will hold tvsro quarts— a diili 
of tea will be of comfort to us in our journey fouth 
J have a bronze tea-pot, which we will carry alfo 
— as china cannot be brought over from England, 
we muft make up a villanous party-coloured tea-equi- 
page, to regale ourfelves, and our Engliili friends, 
whilft we are at Touloufe.— -^I hope you have got 
your bill from Becket. — ^There is a good«-natured kind 
9f a trader I have juft heard of, at Mr* Foley's, who 
they think will be coming off from England to France, 
with horfes, the latter end of June. He happened 
to come over with a lady, who is fifter to Mr. Fo-» 
ley's partner, and I have got her to write a letter to 
him in London, this poft, . to beg he will feek you 
out at Mr. E- ■ ' s, and, in cafe a cartel fhip does 
not go ofi^ before he goes, to take you under his care. 
He was infinitely friendly, in the fame office, laft 
year, to the lady who now writes to him, and nurfed 
her on fliipboard, and defended ^er by land with 
great good-will. — ^Do not fay I forget you, or what- 
ever can be conducive to your eafe of mind, in tliis 
Journey — ^I wifli I was with you, to do thefe offices 
piyfelfj and to /Irew rofes on ^ou\* -wvj— \iu\.l^\aMk 



have time and occafion to fliow you I am not want- 
ing — Now, my dears, once more pluck up your fpi- 
rits — ^truft in God— in me— and in yourfelves — With 
diis, was you put to it, you would encounter all thefe 
difiiculties ten times told. — ^Write inftantly, and tell 
me you triumph over all fears : tell me Lydia is bet«* 
ter, and a helpmate to you ■ You fay Ihe grow^ 
fike me ^let her (how me flie does fo in her con- 
tempt of fmall dangers, and fighting againft the ap-r 
prehenfions of them, which is better ftill. As I will 
not have F/s fhare of the books, you will inform him 
fo— Give my love to Mr. Fothergill, and to thofe true 
friends which Envy has fpared me— and for the reflr 
iij^/ifl^r— — You will find I fpeak French tolera- 

Wy-^ut I only wifli to be underftood You will 

foan fpeak better : a month's play ydth a French 
Den)oUe]Ie will make tyd chatter like a magpie, 
lUrs, ■ underftood not a word of it when fhe got 
here, and writes^ me word (he begins to prate apace- 
—you will do the fame in a fortnight— Dear Befs, I 
have a thoufand wiftes, but have a hope for every 
^ne of theni— You fliall chant the hxneJM/atey my 
4eaK ; fo Coj> blefs you. My duty to Lydia,. wliicb 
implies my love too* Adieu — believe 

Your afe£lionate 

L. STERNE.. 

Memorandum : Bring watch chains, tea-kettle^, 
knives, cookery-book, &c. 

You will fmile at this laft article— fo adieu — At 
Dover, the Crofs Keys : at Calais, the Lyon D'At- 
geat— the inciter, a Turk in grain.^ 
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LETTER XXIX* 

TO LADY D. 

Paris, July 9. lySr^' 

^ v;i!.T. Tilt fend your Lndyfliip the trifles you bid 
rre pr.Tcl-aic, without a line. I am very well pleafed 
i^'iCn Paris — Indeed I meet with fo many civilities a- 
inongft the people here, that I muft fing their praifes 
T he French have a great deal of urbanity in 
their compofition, and to (lay a little time amongft 
them will be agreeable. — I fplutter French fo as to 
be underftood— -but I have had a droll adventure 
here, in. which my Latin was of fome fervice to me 
— ^I had hired a chaife and a horfe to go about feven 
miles into tha country, but, Shandean-tiiey did not 
take notice that the horfe was almoft dead when I 
took him Before* I got half way, the poor ani- 
mal dropped down dead — fo I was forced to appeal 
before the PoKce, and began to tell my ftory in 
French, which was, that the poor beaft had to do 
with a worfe beaft th^ii himfelf, namely, his maflery 
who had driven him all the day before (Jehn-Kke), 
and that he had neither had corn or hay, therefore I 
was not to pay for the horfe— But I might as well 
have whiftled, as have fpoke French^ and I believe 
my Latin was equal to my uncle Toby's Lillabulero 
— ^being not underftood becaufe of its purity v but 
by dint of words I forced my judge to do me juftice 

— ^no common thing by the way in France. My 

wife and daughter are arrived — the latter does ncM 
€fnng but look out of the window^ v^ toxw^hM of 
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Ae torment of being frizzled. ■ . I wifh flie may^ 

erer remaia a child of nature— —.1 hate children of 

art. 

I hope this wilt find your Ladyihip well — and 

that you will be kind enough to direft to me at Tou- 

bufe, which place I fliall fet out for very foon. | 
am, with trudi and fmcerity. 

Your Ladyfhip's 

Moft fiithful 

L^ STERNE. 

LETTER XXX. 

TO MR. E.. 

Mr wife and daughter arrived here fafe and found 
en Thurfday^ and zve in high raptures with the 
^eed and pleafantnefs* of their journey, and parti- 
cularly of all they fee and meet with here; But in 
iheir journey from York to Paris nothing has given 
them a move fenfible and lafting pleafure than the 
marks of kindnefs they received from you and Mrs. 
L — The friendfliip, good-will %id politeiiefs, of my 
two friends,. I never doubted to me or mine, and I 
lettim jox^ both ali a. grateful man is capable of^. 
which is- merely my thanks. I have taken, how-^ 
ffver» the liberty of fending, an Indian taffety, which 
Mrs. £• muil do me the honour to wear for my 
wife's fake, who would have got it made up, but 
that Mr. Stanhope, the Conful of Algiers,, who fets 
•ff to-morrow mooiing. for London, has been, fo kind- 
^mieaa bis lady) as to take chaige of it -^ and w«> 

C d 
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liad but juft time to procure it : and, had we mifled 
that opportunity, as we Ihould have been, obliged tOt 
have left it behind us at Paris, we knew not whe» 
or how to get it to- our friend.— I wifli it had been 
better worth a paragraph. If there is any thing we 
can buy or procure for you here (intelligence includ- 
ed) you have a right to command me ■ ■ for I am 
yours, with my w^ifc and girl's kind love to you and 
Mrs. E. 

LAU. STERNE* 

LETTER XXXI. 

TO J— H— ^ S^^y ESt^ 
MTOTASR. TcfTlIoofe, Auguft U. I76»* 

By the time you have got to the end of this long 
letter, you will perceive that I have not been able to 
anfwer your laft till now — I have had the intention 
of doing it almoft as often as my prayers in mf head 
— — *tis thus we ufe our beft friends— —-"WTiat an 

infamous ftory is that you have told me f After 

fome little remarks on it, the reft of my letter will 

go on, like filk. **** is a good-natured old 

eafy fool, and has been deceived by the moft artful 
cf her fcx, and (he muft have abundance of impii» 
dcnce and chafbtanery, to have carried on fuch a 
farce. I pity the old man for being taken in for fo 
much money— ^ man of fenfe 1 fliould have laugli- 

g^J at My wife faw her when in town, and (he had 

not- the appearance of poverty •, but when (he wanis 
to melt ***♦'« heart, (he puts her. gold wcatch and 
^amvnd rings in her drawer.- ^B«% he might 4iave 
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been aware of her. I could not have been miftaken 
in her charadier-^and 'tis odd fhe ihould talk of her 
wealth to one) and tell another the reverfe— --*£;> 
food night to he r - ■■■About a week or ten days be- 
fore my wife arrived at Paris, I had the fame acci- 
dent I had at Cambridge, of breaking a veiTel in 
my lungs. It happened in the night, and I bled 
the bed full; and finding in the morning I was likely 
to bleed to death, I fent immediately for a furgeon 
to bleed me at both arms — this faved me, and, with 
lying fpeechlefs three days, I recovered upon my 
back in bed ; the breach healed, and, in a week af- 
ter I got out — This, with my weaknefs and hurry- 
ing about, made me think it high time to hafte to 
Touk>ufe. — ^We have ha<J four months of fuch heatSf 
ihit the oldeft Frenchman never remembers the like 
—'twas as hot as NebuchadnezT^r^s oveUf and never 
has relaxed one hour — ^in the height of this, 'twaa 
our deftiny (or rather d^ftrudlion) to fet out by way 
of Lyons, Montpellier, &c. to Ihorten, I trow, our 
fcfferings — Good God ! — ^but 'tis over — and heat. I 
am in my own houfe, quite fettled by M— 's aid, 
and good-natured offices, for which \< owe him more 
than I can exprefs, or know how to pay at prefei^ 
—-Tis in the prettied fituation in Touloufe, with 
near two acres of garden- — -the houfe too good by 
half for us-i-well furni(hed| for which I pay thirty 
pounds a-year.— ?rl have got a good cook — ^my ^ife n 
hioss^femme de cbambre,. and a good looking laquais 
—The Akbe has planned oux expences, and. fet vts 

in fiich a train, we cannot eafily go wrong 

though^ by the by, the d-r-1 is feldom found fleegi- 
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ing under a hedge. Mr Trotter dined with me the 
day before I left Paris. — ^I took care to fee all exe- 
cuted according to your dire£kions — ^but Trotter, I 
dare fay, by this, has wrote to you — ^I made hint 
happy beyond expreffion with your Crazy Tales, and 
more fo with its frontifpiece. — ^I am in fpirits, writ- 
ing a crazy chapter with my face turned towards 

thy turret ^'Tis now I wifli all warmer climates,. 

countries, and every thing elfe, at — , that fepa- 
rates me from our paternaf feat— ^^ fna Ih ai repofera 

ma cendre et ce fera Ih oil tnon cmfiu viendra re-m 

pondre les pleurs dues h notre amitie — ^I am taking ailes. 
milk three times a day, and cows milk as often 
I long to fee thy face agaia once more^ — Greet the 
Colonel kindly iii my name^ and thank him cordial-^ 
ly from me for his many civilities to Madame and 
Mademoifelle Shandy sft York, who fend all due ac- 
knowledgments. The humour is over for France^, 
and Frenchmen — but that is not enough for your 
^e£tionate coufuij^ 

£. s;. 

(A year will tire ns all out, I trow) but thank. 
Keaven the poft brings me a letter from my Anthony 
■ ■ ■ I felicitate you upon what MefTrs. the Review-^ 
«rs allow you— Aey have too much judgment them*^ 
fekes pot to ^Uow you what you. are a&ually po£^ 
feifed of, *♦ talents, wit,, and Bumour."-*?— Wel|^ 
write on, my dear coufin,. and be guided by thy 
own fancy. . O ht how I envy you all at Crazy 
Caiile ) I could like to fpend a month; with yofL 
rr-^nd Ihould return back agam ion. <S:ift NVaXa.t{?«--ifc, 



md Mifs C — , is'c, are at G — , gicct tlicra 
fe with a holy kifs — So -God bids you. 

LETTER XXXII. 



TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
»TAX Four, Toclooie, Aognft T4. 176*. 

ER many turnings {alias digreffions) to fay nor 
of downright overthrows, ftops, and delays^ 
ive arrived in three weeks at Touloufe, and are 
Fettled in our houfes with fervants, &c. about 
nd look zs compofed as if we had been here 
years.— In our journey we fufFered fo mucl^ 
the heats, it gives me pain to remember It — ^I 
r faw a cloud from Paris to Nifmes half as 
I as a twenty-four fols piece. — Good God f we 
toafted, roafted, grillM, ftew'd and carbonadr' 
m ooe fide or other all the way — and being all 
enough {apz cutis) in the day, we were eat up 
ight by bugs, and other unfwept out vermii^i 
legal mhabitants (if length of poiTeflian gives 
) of every inn we lay at — Can you conceive a 
e accident, than that in fuch a journey, in the 
ft day and hour of it, four miles from either 
or fhmb whidi could caft a (hade of the Cize <£ 
^ £rei £g Je^ives that we Ihould VteAV 
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hind wheel into ten thoufand pieces, and be oblige^ 
in confequence to fit five hours on a gravelly roacU 
without one drop of water, or poffibility of gettii\g 

any ? ^To mend the matter, my two poflillion^ 

were too dough-hearted fools, and fell a-crying-— 
Nothing was to be done ! By heaven, quoth I, pid]^ 
ing off my coat and waiftcoat, fomething (halt be 
done, for III thralh you both within an inch of your 
lives — and then make you take each of you a horfe 
—and ride like two devils to the next poll for a 
cart to carry my baggage, and a wheel to carry, our- 
felves— — Our luggage weighed ten quintals 
*twas the fair of Baucaire — all the word was going, 
or returning — ^we were afk'd by every foul who pafiVi 
by us, if we -were going to the fair of Baucair e - " »■ 
No wonder, quoth I, we have goods, enough ! vwf 
mvez raiforiy mes amis* 

Well! here we are after all, my dear iriend — 
^d moft delicioufly placed at the extremity of tl^ 
,town, in an excellent houfe well fumifh'd, and ele* 
gant beyond any thing I looked for — ^'Tis built in thp" 
form, of a hotel, with a pretty court towards thp- 
town — and behind, the beft garden in Touloufi^ 
laid out in ferpentine walks, and fo large, thai: the* 
company in our quarter ufually come to w.alk ther^ 
in tlie evenings, for which they have my confentr*-^ 
«< the more tfie merrier," — ^The houfe confifts of *^ 
good fclk £1 manger above ftairs, joining to the very 
^reztjal/e ^'catnpagnii :is large as the Baron d'Holk 
bach's •, tliree handfome bed-chambers with drefiing 
rooms to them — ^below ftairs twp very good ropme 
for myfelf^ one to iludy in, the other to fee coiOr 
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pany.— I have moreover cellars round the courts and 
all other offices — Of the fame landlord I have bar* 
pined to have the ufe of a country houfe which he 
hs two miles out of town^ fo that myfelf and all 
mj family have nothing more to do than to take our 
hats and remove from the one to the other-—— My 
landlord is moreover to keep the gardens in order — • 
and what do you think I am to pay for all this ? 
neither more or lefs than thirty pounds a-year— all 
things are cheap in proportion— fo we ihall live for 
very very little— —I dined yefterday with Mr. H— i 
he is moft pleafantly fituated^ and they are all well. 
—As for the books you have received for D-^, the 
bookfeller was a fool not to fend the bill along with 
fliem— I will write to him about it.— I wiih you was 
with me for two months } it would cure you of all 
evils ghoftly and bodily — ^but this, like many other 
wifties both for you ar*d myl^lf, muft have its com* 
pletion elfewhere^—— Adieu, njy kind friend, and 
believe that I love you as much from inclination aa 
reafon, for 

I am moft tjHily yoursi 

L* STEKKE« 

My wife and girl join in compliments to you-— 
My beft refpefts to my worthy Baron d'Holbach 
and all that fociety— Remember me to my friend 
Mr. Panchaud. 
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LETTER XXXni. 

TO J— H — S — , Esq. 
MTOlABH. Touloufe. 05t 19. X767. 

1 RECEIVED your letter yefterday — ^fo it- has beea 
travelling from Crazy Caftle to Touloufe full eigh- 
teen days — If I had nothing to ftop me, I would 
engage to fet out this morning, and knock at Crazy 
Caftle gates in three days lefs time — ^by which time 
I fhould find you and the Colonel, Panty, &c. all 
Alone— the feafon I moft wifti and like to be with 
you— I rejoice from my heart, down to my reins> 
that you have fnatchM fo many happy and funfhiny 
days out of the hands of the blue devils— If we live 
to meet and join our forces as heretofore, we will 
give thefe gentry a drubbing — and turn them for 
fever out of their ufurped citadel — Some legions of 
them have been put to flight already by your opera- 
tions this laft campaign — and I hope to have a hand 
in difperfing the remainder the firft time my dear 
coufin fets up his banners again under the fquare 
tower— But what are thou meditating with axes and 
hammers ? — " / kmw tie pride and the naughtineji 
** ^f ^h ^^^^y* ^^d thou loveft the fweet vlfions of 
architraves, friezes, and pediments with their tym- 
panumsj and thou haft found out a pretence, Ti 
raifon de cinq cent livres Jierling to be laid out in four 
years^ &c. &c. (fo as not to be felt, which i& al- 
ways added by the d— 1 as a bait) to juftify thyfelf 
wiinto thyfelf — It may be very wife to do this — ^but 
ms wifer to keep one's moiveY ixv otwe?^ ^od&fe\.Y, nisiMSfc 
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ire wars without and rumours of wars within. 

advifes his difciples to fell both coat and 

3at — and go rather without fliirt or fword, 
jave no money in their fcrip to go to Jerula- 
ith— Now thofe ^atre am confecutifs^ my dear 
ny, are the moft precious morfels of thy life 

(in this world) and thou wilt do well fto en- 
Lt morfel without cares> calculations, and curfes, 
mns, and debts — ^for as fure as (tone is ftonCf 
ortar is mortar, &c. 'twill be on© of the many 
of thy repentance — ^But, after all, if the Fates 
decreed, as you and I have fome time fup- 
it on account of your generofity, ** that you 
never to be m monied mani* the decree will b^ 
:d whether you adorn your caftle, and line it 
edar, and paint it within fide and without fide 
ermilion, or not — et cela etant (having a bottle 
intiniac and glafs at my right hand) I drink, 
Lnthony, to thy health and happinefs, and td 
lal accomplifhments of all thy lunary and fub- 

projefts. For fix weeks together, after I 

my laft letter to you, my projefts were many 
\ higher, for I was all that time, as I thought^ 
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own^ that one or two more efcapes will make m« 
believe I fliall leave you all at laft by tranflatioD) 
and not by fair death. I am now (tout and foolifli 
again as a happy man can wKh to be— -^and am 
bufy playing the fool with my uncle Toby^ whom I 
have got foufed over head and ears in love. ■ ■ I 
have many hints and proje£ts for other works; ali 
will go on I truft as I wifh in this matter.— When 
I have reaped the benefit of this winter at Touloufe 
«— I caxmot fee I have any thing more to do with it ; 
ihereforet after having gone with my wife and girl 
to Bagnieresi I ihall return from whence I came—* 
Now my wife wants to ftay another yeari fo fave 
money} and this oppofition of wiihes, though it 
will not be as four as lemon^ yet 'twill not be as 
fweet as fugar*candy-*-I wifti T-— would lead Sir 
Charles to Touloufe ; 'tis as good as any town in 
the fouth of France- f or my own part, tis not 
to my tafte— but I believe, the ground-work of my 
ennui ia owing more to the eternal platitude of the 

French chartfler little variety, no originality in 

it at all— Aan to any other caufe, for they are very 
dvil — ^but civility itfelf, in that uniform, wearies 
und bodders one to death^^If I do not mind, I (hal} 
grow mod ftupid and fententious— -Mifs Shandy 
is hard at it with mufic, dancing, and French fpeak^ 
ing, in the laft of which (he does i merveilUy and 
fpeaks it with an excellent accent, confidering fhe 
praftifes within fight of the Pyrcnean mountains.— i 
If the fnows will fuffer me, I propofe to fpend two 
or three months at Barege, or Bagnieres ; but my 
4es^r wife i^ againft all fdietu^^ oi ^^^vVvoioJl «!?•► 
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pence s w hich wicked propcnfity (though not of 
defpotic power) yet I cannot fuffer-^though by the 
by laudable enough— But (he may talk— I will do 
my owfi way^ and (he will acquiefcei without a word 
of debate on the fub}cd. Who can fay fo much in 
praife of his wife ? Few I trow. M is out of 

town vintaging— So write ta mei Monfieur Sttme^ 
pntkhomme Anghi i ' twill find me— —We are as 
much out of the road of all intelligence herci as at 
the Cape of Good Hope ' fo write a long nonfen- 
fical letter like this^ now and then to m e i n 
vhich fay nothing but what may be (hown (though 
I k>ve every paragraph and fpirited ftroke of your 
pen, others might not), for you muft know, a letter 
w (boner arrives from England, but curiolity is up- 
on £er knees to know the contents*— Adieu, dear 
H.*-Believe me. 

Your afFe^lionate 

L. STERME. 

We have had bitter cold weather here thefe four- 
teen days ■ w hich has obliged us to fit with whole 
pagells of wood lighted up to our nofes — ^*tl8 a dear 

article— but every thing elfe being extreme cheap, 
Madame keeps an excellent good houfe, with foupc^ 
ktnlH roti^^-'^Scc. Sec. for two hundred and fifty 
pounds a-year. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

TO MR. FOLET^ AT PARIS. 

icT oiAt loxtr, Touloufe, November 9. 1 763. ... 

. 1 HAVE had this week your letter on my table, and 
hope you will forgire my not anfwering it fooner 
and even to-day I can but write you ten lines^ 
being engaged at Mrs. M — ^'s. I would not omit 
one poft more acknowledging the favour-^— Bi a 
few pofts, I will write you a long one gratis, that 
16 for love.— Thank you for having done what I de- 
fired you — ^and for the future dire£b to me under 
cover at Monfieur Broufle's — ^I receive all letters 
through him more pundiual and fooner than when 
left at the poft-houfe— - 

H ^'s family greet you with mine— we 

are much together, and never forget you— forget me 

not to the Baron ^and all the circle — ^nor to your 

dpmeilic circle. 

I am got pretty well, and fport much with my 
uncle Toby in the volume I am now fabricating for 
the laughing part of the world — for the melancholy 
part of it, I have nothing but my prayers — fo God 

help them ^I fhall hear from you in a poft or two 

at leaft after you receive this In the mean time, 

dear Foley, adieu, and believe no man wilhes or 
cfteems you more than your 

L. STF.RNE* 



N 
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^ LETTER XXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

tftMtotET, ToulouCe, Wedneichy, Dec. s> tjGd. 

IHAVE for this laft fortnight every poft-day gone 
to Meflrs. B and Sons, in expe£lation of the 

pleafure of a letter from you, with the remittance 
I defired you to fend me here.— —When a man has 
no more than half a dozen guineas in his pocket— - 
and a thoufand miles from home — and in a country, 
where he can as foon raife the devil, as a fix livre 
piece to go to market with, in cafe he has changed 
lis laft guinea— you will not envy my fituation— — 
God blefs you— remit me the balance due upon the 
receipt of this.— —We are all at H— 's, prac- 
dfing a play we are to zQ: here this Chriftmas holi- 
days — all the Dramatis Perfonae are of the Englifli, 
of which he have a happy fociety living together 
like brothers and fifters.— — Your banker here has 
juft fent me word the tea M. H. wrote for is to be 
delivered into my hands — ^'tis all one into whofe 
hands the treafure falls — ^we (hall pay BrouiTe for it 

the day we get it We join in our moft friendly 

refpeils s and believe me, dear Foley, truly 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

m 
•to THE SAME. 

M7 DBAR VOLEY, Touloufe, DoC. I7. 176^. 

X HE poft after I wrote laft| I received yours widi 
the enclofed draught upon the receiver, for which I 
return you all thanks I have received this day 
Ukewife the box and tea all fafe and found— fo we 
ihall all of us be in our cups this Chriftmas> and 
drink without fear or ftint.— We begin to live et- 
Iremely happy, and are altogether every night— 
fiddlingi laughing and fmging, and cracking joke&i 
Tou will Tcarce believe the news I tell you-^There 
are a company of Englifh ftroUers arrived here, who 
are to zCt comedies all the Chriftmas, and are now 
bufy making drefles, and preparing fome of our beft 
comedies— Tour wonder will ceafe, when I in- 
form you thefe ftroUers are your friends, with the 
reft of our fociety, to whom I propofed this fcheme 
Joulagement'^d.nd I affure you we do welL— — The 
next week, with a grand orcheftra, we play the 
Bufy Body— and the journey to London the week 
after -, but I have fome thoughts of adapting it to 
our fituation — ^and making it the journey to Tou- 
loufe, which, with the change of half a dozen 
fcenes, may be eafily done. — ^Thus, my dear F. for 
want of fomething better, we have recourfe to bur- 
felves, and ftrike out the beft amufements we can 
from fuch materials.— —My kind love and friend- 
/hJp to all my true friends — My fervice to the reft. 
yST— — '5 family have juft left me, Yimxv^ V^xw ;^ 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THE SAME, 
POLET, Touloufe, Maxch 29. 1763. 

[OUGH that's a miftake ! I mean the date of 

ce, for I write at Mr. H ^'s in the coun- 

id have been there with my people all the 
-^* How does Triftram do ?" you fay in yours 
— ^Faith but fo fo — ^the worft of human mala- 
poverty — ^though that is a fecond lie — for po«- 
)i Ipirit is worfe than poverty of purfe by ten 
tid per cent. I enclofe you a remedy for the 

draught of a hundred and thirty pounds, for 
I infift upon a refcrlption by the very return 
• I will fend you and all your commifTaries to the 
1.-^1 do not hear they have tailed of one flefhly 
»t all this Xient— you will make an excellent 

P — they can make nothing of him but bouillon 
lean my other two friends no ill— fo (hall 
hem ji reprieve as they .afted out of neceffity 

choice — My kind rcfpefts to Baron D'Hol- 
and all his houfehold — Say all that's kind for 

my other friends ■■ » you know how muchf 
Wey, I am yours. 
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I have not five Louis to vapour with in this land 
-of coxcombs — ^My wife's compliments. 



LETTER XXXVra. 

TO THE SAME. 

f DBA* FOLEY, Tottloufe, April 18. 1763. 

I THANK you for your pun£l:uality in fending me 
the refcription, and for your box by the courier, 
which came fafe by laft poll. I was not fur- 
prifed much with your account of Lord ***** being 
obliged to give way a nd for the reft, all follows 

in courfe. 1 fuppofe you will endeavour to fifli 

and catch fomething for yourfelf in thefe troubled 
waters — at leaft I wifh you all a reafonable man can 
wifli for himfelf— which is wifliing enough for you 
— ^all the reft is in the brain — Mr. Woodhoufe (whom 
you 'know) is alfo here— he is a moft amiable wor- 
thy man, and I have the pleafure of having him 
much with me — in a fhort time he proceeds to Italy. 
T he firft week in June, I decamp like a pa- 
triarch with my whole houfehold, to pitch our tents 
for three months at the foot of the Pyrenean Hills 
at Bagnieres, where I expeft much health and much 
amufement from the concourfe of adventurers from 
all corners of the earth. — ^Mrs. M— fets out at 
the fame time, for another part of the Pyrenean 
Hills, at Courtray — from whence to Italy — This is 
the general plan of operations here except that I 
have fome thoughts of fpending the winter at Flo- 
'ence, and croffing over with m^ i^mA^ to li^^o^xu 
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by water — and in April of returning by way of Pa^ 
ris home — ^but this is a (ketch only, for in all things 
I am governed by circumftances— fo that what is fit 
to be done on Monday, may be very unwife on Sa- 
turday — On all days of the .week, believe yours. 

With imfeigned truth, 

L. STERNE* 

p. S. All compliments to my Parifian friends. 

LETTER XXXIX 

TO THE SAME. 

VT OBAM roLST, Touloiife, April S9. 1765. 

JLast poft my agent wrote me word he would fend 
up from York a bill for fourfcore guineas, with or- 
ders to be paid into Mr. Selwin*s hands for me. 
Thb he faid he would expedite immediately, fo 'tis 
poflible you may have had advice of it — ^and 'tis 
pofnble alfo the money may not be paid this fort- 
night ; therefore, as I fet out for Bagnieres in that 
time, be fo good as to give me credit for the money 
for a few pofts or fo, and fend me either a refcrip- 

tion for the money, or a draught for it -at the 

receipt of which, we (hall decamp for ten or twelve 
weeks— You will receive twenty pounds more on 

my account, which fend alfor fo much for tliat 

—As for pleafure— you have it all amongft you at 
Paris — ^we have nothing here which dcferves the 
name — ^I (hall fcarce be tempted to fojourn another 
winter in Touloufe — for I cannot fay it fult^ vv\v 
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health as I hoped— *tis too moift— and I cannot keep 

clear of agues here ^fo that if I ftay the next 

•winter on this fide of the water— ^'twill be either at 
Nice or Florence — and I fhall return to England in 
April— —Wherever I am, believe itte, dear Foley, 
ihat I am^ 

Yours faithfully, 

L. STERNE. 

Madame and Mademoifelle prefent their bed com- 
pliments Remember me to all I regard, particu- 
larly Meffrs. Panchaud, and the reft of your houfe^ 
hold* 

LETTER XL. 

TO THE SAME* 

Touloufe, May «i. 1763, 

1 TOOK the liberty, three weeks ago, to defire you 
would be fo kind as to fend me fourfcore poundS} 
having received a letter the fame poft from my agent, 
that he would order the money to be paid to your 
correfpondent in London in a fortnight. — ^It is fome 
difappointment to me that you have taken no notice 
of my letter, efpecially as I told you we waited for 

the money before we fet out for Bagnieres and 

fo little diflruft had I that fuch a civility would be 
refufed me, that we have aftually had all our things 
packed up thefe eight days, in hourly expectation of 

receiving a letter. ^Perhaps my good friend has 

waited till he heard the money was paid in London 
-hut jrou might have trulted to my honour- 



diat all the cafli in your iron box (and all tlie bank- 
ers in Europe put together) could not have tempted 

me to fay the thing that is not, 1 hope before this 

you will have received an account of the money be- 
ing paid in London — ^but it would have been taken 
kindly, if you had wrote me word you would tranf- 
mit me the money when you had received it, but no 

fooner ; for Mr. R of Montpelliejr, though I 

know him not, yet knows enough of me to have 
given me credit for a fortnight for ten times the* 
fum. I 

I am, dear F — , your friend: 
and hearty wellwiiher, 

L. STERNE,. 

Jfaw the family of the H— yefterday, and alk- 
ed diem if you was in the land of the living — ^They 
bid yea — for they had juft received a letter from 
you. — After all, I heartily forgive you — for you have 
done me a fignal fervice in mortifying me, and it is 
this, I am determined to grow rich upon it. 

Adieu, and God fend you wealth and happinefs 

—All compliments to . Before April next 

I am obliged to revifit your metropolis in my way to* 
England., 

LETTER XLL 

TO THE SAME. 

KT DBAS FOLEY) Touloufe, Juiie 9. I763. 

1 THIS moment received yours— —confequently the' 
moment I got it, I fat down to anfwer it— fo much: 
fior a logical inference, 

Dj. 
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Now believe me I had never wrote you fo tefty a 
letter, had I not both lov^d and efteemed you — and 
it was merely in vindication of the rights of friend- 
fhip that I wrote in a way as if I was hurt — for ne- 
gleft me in your heart, I knew you could not, with- 
out caufe ; which my heart told me I never had — or' 

will ever give you : ^I was the beft friends with 

you that ever I was in my life, before my letter had 
got a league, and pleaded the true excufe for my 
friend, ** That he was oppreffed with a multitude of 
" bufinefs." Go on, my dear F. and have but that 
excufe (fo much do I regard your intereft), that I 
would be content to fufFer a real evil without future 
murmuring— but in truth, my difappointment was 
partly chimerical at the bottom, having a letter of 
credit for two hundred pounds from a perfon I never 
faw, by me — ^but which, out of nicety of temper, 

I would ne)t make any ufe of 1 fet out in two 

days for Bagnieres, but direct to me to BrouiTe, who 
will forward all my letters.^— Dear F — ^ adieu. — Be- 
lieve me 

Yours afFeftionately, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER XLII. 

TO THE SAME. 

DEAR FOLEY, Toilloufc, JllHC I«. I 763. 

X-iUCKiLY juft before I was ftepping into my chaife 

for Bagnieres, has a ftrayed fifty pound bill found 

its wny to me*, fo I have lent \t to \ts Uwful owner 

cnclofed — My noodle of an ag^tvt, m?i^^.^ ci '^^x^w 
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Mr. Sdwin to advlfe you he had received the money 
(which would have been enough), has got a bill for 
it, and fent it rambling to the furtheft part of France 
after me ; and if it had not caught me juft now, it 
might have followed me into Spain, for I (hall crofs 
the Pyreneans, and fpend a week in that kingdom^ 
which is enough for a fertile brain to write a volume 
upon — When I write the hiftory of my travels — 
Memorandum ! I am not to forget how honed a 

man I have for a banker at Paris. -But, my dear* 

friend, when you fay you dare truft me for what 
little occafions I may have, you have as much faith 
as honefty-— and more of both than of good policy. 
—I thank you however ten tlioufand times — and 
except fuch liberty as I have lately taken with you — 
and that too at a pinch — I fay beyond that I will- 
not trefpafs upon your good nature, or friendlinefs 
to ferve me.— -God blefs you, dear F— . 

I am yours whilfl 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LXIII. 

TO THE SAME, 
oEAit FOLEY, MontpeUicf, Od. 5. 1765* 

1 AM afhamed I have not taken an opportunity of 
thanking you before now for your friendly a6l of 
civility, in ordering BroufTe, your correfpondent at 
Touloufe, in cafe I Ihould have occafion, to pay me 
fifteen hundred livres — ^which, as I knew the offer 
came from your heart, I made no difficulty of ac- 
cepting.— -In my way through Touloufe to M.vxi-^ 
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feilles, where we have been, but neither liking the 
place nor Aix (particularly the latter, it being a par- 
liament town, of which Touloufe has given me a 
furfeit), we have returned here, where we fliall re- 
fide the winter ^My wife and daughter purpofe 

to flay a year at lead behind me, and when winter 
is over, to return to Touloufe, or go to Montauban, 
where they will ftay till they return, or I fetch them 
— ^For myfelf, I fliall fet out in February for JEng- 
land, where my heart has been fled thefe fix months 
— ^but I fliall fl:ay a fortnight with my friends at 
Paris 5 though I verily believe, if it was not for the 
pleafure of feeing and chattering with you, I fliould 
pafs on direflly to Bruflels, and fo on to Rotterdam, 
for the fake of feeing Holland, and embark from 

thence to London But I mufl: ftay a little with 

thofe I love, and have fo many reafons to regard— 
You cannot place too much of this to your own 
{core. — I have had an offer of going to Italy a fort- 
night ago — but I muft like my fubjeft as well as the 
terms, neither of which were to my mind. — ^Pray 
\vhat Englifti have you at Paris ? where is my young 
friend Mr. F — ? We hear of three or four Englifli 

families coming to us here If I Can be fervice- 

able to any you would ferve, you have but to write. 
— Mr. H has fent my friend W — 's pidlure— 

You have feen the original, or I would have fent it 
you — I believe I fliall beg leave to get a copy of my 
own from yours, when I come /// propria perfotm-^ 
till when, God blefs you, my dear friend, and be- 
lieve me 

Moft faithfully yours. 
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TO THE SAME. 

inr DCAR'VKiEKD, MontpeUier, Jan. 5. 1764. 

You fee I cannot pafs over the fifth of the month 
uithout thinking of you, and writing to you — The 
laft is a periodical habit — ^the firft is from my heart,. 

and I do it oftener than I remember-^ However, 

from both motives together,.! maintain I have a right 
to the pleafure of a fingle line — ^be it only to tell me 
how your watch goes— You know how much hap- 
pier it would make me to know that all things be- 
longing to you went on well* — You^ are going to 
have them all to yourfelf (I hear), and that Mr.- 
S ■ is true to his firft intention of leaving bufi- 

iief s I hope this will enable you to accomplifli 

yours in a fliorter time, that- you may get to your 
long wifhed-for retreat of tranquillity and filence — 
When you have got to your firefide,,and into your 
arm chair (and by the by, have another to fpare for 
a friend), and. are fo much a fovereign as to fit in 
jour furred cap, if you like, it, . though I fliould not 
(for a man^s ideas are at. leaft the cleaner for being, 
dreffed decently), . why then it will be a miracle if I 
do not glide in like a ghoft upon you — and in a very 
unghoft-like fafliion. help you off with a bottle of 
your beft wine. 

January 1 5. — It does not happen every day that a ; 
letter begun in the moft perfect health, fhould be 
concluded in the greateft weaknefo — I wifli thevuJU- 
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gar high and low do not fay it was a judgment upon ^ 
me for taking all this liberty with ghojis — ^Be it as it 
may— I took a ride when the firft part of this was 
wrote, towards Perenas — and returned home in a 
fhivering fit, though I ought to have been in a fever, 
for I had tired my beaft ; and he was as unmoveable 
as Don Quixote's wooden horfe, and my arm was 
half diflocated in whipping him — ^This, quoth I, is 
inhuman — ^No, fays ^ peafant on foot behind me, 
Fll drive him home — fo he laid on his pofteriors, 
but 'twas needlefs — as his face was turned towards 
Montpellier, he began to trot. — But to return, this 

fever has confined me ten days in my bed ^I 

have fufFered in this fcuffle with Death terribly — 
but unlefs the fpirit of prophecy deceive me — I fhall 
not die, but live — in the mean time, dear F. let us 
live as merrily, but as innocently as we can — It has 
ever beqn as good, if not better than a bifhopric to 

me and / dejire no other — Adieu, my dear friend, 

and believe me yours, 

L. S. 

Pleafe to give the enclofed to Mr T — , and tell 
him I thank him cordially from my heart for his 
great good will. 

LETTER XLV. 

TO THE SAME. 
MTDBAR FRIEND, MontpcUier, Jan. 20. [1764.] 

jLl EARING by Lord Rochford (who in pafTmg 
through here in his way to Madrid has given me a 
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dll), t&at my worthy friend Mr. Fox was now at 
Paris— I have enclofed a letter to him, which you 
will prefent in courfe, or direft to him. — I fuppofe 
you are full of Englifh — but in fhort we are here as 
if in another world, where, unlefs fome ftrayed foul 
arrives, we know nothing of what is going on in 

yours — Lord G ^r I fuppofe is gone from Pari«,, 

or I had wrote alfo to him. I know you are as bufy 
as a bee, and have few moments to yourfelf — ^Never- 
thelefs beftow one of them upon an old friend, and. 
write me a line— and if Mr. F — is too idle, and has 
ought to fay to me, pray write a fecond line for him. 

^We had a letter from Mifs P this week, 

who it feemsN has decamped for ever from Paris — 
M is for the he ft ■ ■ w hich is my general refle£lionr 
upon many things in this world.— -Well ! I fliall 
ftortiy come* and (hake you by the hand in St. Sau- 
veur — if ilill you are there. — ^My wife returns to. 
Touloufe, and purpofes to fpend the fummer at Bag— 
nieres — I on the contrary go and vifit my wife, the 

church in Yorkfhire ^We all- live the longer, 

at lead the happier,, for having things our own way. 

—This is my conjugal maxim 1 own 'tis not the. 

beft of maxims — but I maintain 'tis not the worft.. 

Atlieu, dear F ^, and believe me 

Yours with truth, 

L. STERNE, 
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LETTER XLVL 

TO MRS. F. 

Montpeilier, Feb. i. i']€4. 

1 AM preparing, my dear Mrs. F. to leave France, 
for I am heartily tired of it.— —That infipidity there 
is in French charaders has difgufted your friend 
Yorick. ■ I have been dangeroufly ill, and cannot 
think that the fharp air of Montpellier has been of 
fenrice to me — and fo my phyficians told me when 
they had me under their hands for above a month 
■ -If you (lay any longer here. Sir, it will be fatal 

to you ^And why, good people, were you not 

kind enough to tell me this fooner ? — After having 
difcharged them, I told Mrs. Stetne that I fhould 
fet out for England very foon ; but as fhe choofea 
to remain in France for two or three years, I have 
no objeftion, except that I wifti my girl in England, 

— ^e ftates of l^anguedoc are met 'tis a fine 

raree-fhow, with the ufual accompaniments of fid- 
dles, bears, and puppet-fhows.— I believe I fhaB 
ftep into my poft-chaife with more alacrity to fly 
from thefe fights, than a Frenchman would to fly to 

tliem and, except a tear at parting with my little 

flat, I (hall be in high fpirits ; and every ftep I take 
that brings me nearer England, will, I think, help 
to fet this poor frame to rights. Now, pray write 
to me, diredled to Mr. F. at Paris, and tell me what 
I am to bring you over. — How do I long to greet 
all my friends ! Few do I value more than yourfelf 
—My wife choofes to go to Montauban, rather thaa 
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ftay here, in which I am truly paffive— If this fliould 
not find you at Bath, I hope it will be forwarded to 
you, as I wifh to fulfil your commiilions — and fo 

adieu Accept every warm wifh for your health, 

and believe me ever yours, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S, Jy[y phyficians have almoft poifoned me 
with what they call bullions refrakhijfants — ^'tis a cock 
flayM alive, and boiled with poppy feeds, then 
pounded in a mortar, afterwards pafs'd through a 

fieve Thc9% is to be one crawfifh in it, and I was 

gravely told it muft be a male one— ^ female would 
do me more hurt than good« 

LETTER XLVn. 

. TO MISS STERNE. 
jTf DtAR LYDIA, Paiis, May 15. 1764, 

By this time I fuppofe your mother and felf are 
fixed at Montauban, and I therefore direft to your 
banker, to be delivered to you. — I acquiefced in your 
ftaying in France— likewife it was your mother's 
wifh — ^but I muft tell you both, that (unlefs your 
health had not been a plea made ufe of) I fhould 

have wiftied you both to return with me I have 

fent you the Spectators and other books, particularly 
Metaftafio ; but I beg my girl to read the former, 
and only make the latter her amufement. — I hope 
you have not forgot my laft requeft, to make no 
friendlhips with the French women— not that I 
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think ill of them all, but fometimes women of the? 
beft principles are the moft ///^«w«/f«f^— nay, I ant 
fo jealous of you, that I fliould be miferable, were 
I to fee you had the lead gram of coquetry in your 

compofition. ^You have enough to do for 5 

have alfb fent you a guitar— and as you have no ge- 
nius for drawing (though you never could be made 
to believe it), pray wafte not your time about it- 
Remember to write to me as to a friend — in fliort, 
whatever comes into your little head, and then it 
will be natural. If your mother's rheumatifm con* 
tinues, and fhe choofes to go to Bagnieres, — ^tell her 
not to be flopped for want of money, for my purfc 
fhall be as open as my heart. I have preached af 
the Ambaflador's chapel — ^Hezekiah *■ — (an odd fub-^ 
je£l: your mother will fay). There was a concourfe 
of all nations, and religions too. — I fhall leave Paris- 
in a few days — ^I am lodged in tfie fame hotel with 

Mr T 'j they are good and generous fouls.-— 

Tell your mother that I hope fhe will write to me, 
and that when fhe does fo, I may alfo receive a let^ 
ter from my Lydia. 

Kifs your mother from me, and believe me 

Your afFeftionate 

L. STERNE. 



« See Sermon XVli; 
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LETTER XLVm. 

TO MR. FOLEY. 
.MY DSAR POtET, York, Augtift 6. i7C4« 

IHERE is a young lady with whom I have fent a 
letter to you, who will arrive at Paris in her way to 
Italy — her name is Mifs Tutting ; a lady knowTi and 
loved by the whole kingdom — If you can be of any 
aid to her in your advice, &c. as to her journey, &c. 
your good nature and politenefs I am fure nc:ed no 
fpur from me to do it. I was forry we were like the 
two buckets of a well, whilft in London, for we 
were never able to be both refident together the 
month I continued in and about the environs. — If 
I get a cough this winter which holds me three vlaysj 
you will certaintly fee me in Paris the week follow- 
ing, for now I abandon every thing in this world to 
health and to my friends— for the laft fermon that 

I Ihall ever preach was preached at Paris fo I am 

altogether an idle man, or rather a free one which 
is better. I fent, laft poft, twenty pounds to Mrs. 
Sterne, which makes a hundred pounds remitted fince 
I got here. — You muft pay yourfelf what I owe you 

out of it — and place the reft to account. Betwixt 

this and Lady-day next, Mrs. Sterne will draw from 
time to time upon you to about the amount of a 
hundred louis — ^but not more — (I think) I having left 
her a hundred in her pocket. But you fhall al- 
ways have money beforehand of mine — and llie pur- 
pofes to fpend no further than five thouf^Livd \\ni^^ va 
lie /ear^^b'ut twenty pounds, this way OT x\v3Lt^ rarcJi.^ 
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no difference between us, Give my kindeff conr- 

pliments to Mr. P — . I have . a thoufand- things to* 
fay to you, and would go half way to Paris to teB? 

them you in your ear. — The MefTrs. T , H ^,. 

&c. and many more pf your friends with whom I 
am now, fend their fervices— — Mine to all. friends* 
—Yours, dear F. moft truly, 

Ii. STERNE- 
LETTER XLIX. 

TO J-— ~ H*— S ,,ESQi 

September 4. 1 764;^ 

JMow, my diear, dear Anthony— I do not think y 
week or ten days playing the good fellow- (at thi^ 
very time) at Scarborough fo abominable a thing—* 
but if a man could get there cleverly, and every foul* 
in his houfe in the mind to try what could be done 
in furtherance diereof, I have no one to confult in 
this afiair — therefore, as a man may do worfe things, 
the Englifh of all which is this, that I am going to 
leave a few poor fheep here in the wildemefs for 
fourteen days — and from pride and naughtinefs o£ 
heart, to go fee what is doing at Scarborough — fled- 
faftly meaning afterwards to lead a new life, and 
ftrengthen my faith. — Now fome folk fay there is^ 
much company there — and fome fay not — and I be-- 
lieve there is neither the one nor the other — ^but will' 
be both, if the world will have but a month's pa- 
tience or fo. — No, my dear H , I did not dcJay 

fending your letter direftly to the poft. As there 

are critical times, or ratlier turns and revolutions in^ 
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*** humours, I knew not what the dehy of an hour 
might hazard — ^I will anfwer for him, he has feycnty 
rimes feven forgiven you — and as often wiflied you 
at the d — ^1. After many ofcillations, the pendu- 
lum will reft firm as ever. 
I fend all kind compliments to Sir C. D— and 

G — s. I love them from my foul If G ■ t is 

with you, him alfo.^I go on, not rapidly but well 
enough with my uncle Toby's amours— There is no 
fitting and cudgelling one's brains whilft die fun 
(hines bright— 'twill be all over in fix or feven weeks, 
and there are difmal months enow after to endure 
fuffocation by a brimftoiie fire-fide— If you can get 
to Scarborough, do. — A man who makes fix tons of 
alum a week, may ^^my thing — ^Lord Granby is to 
be there — what a temptation ! 

Yours affedlionately, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER L. 

TO THE SAME, 
MY DEAR cousiy, Cojcwould, Thurfday [Sep*. 1764.] 

1 AM but this moment returned from Scarborough, 
where I have been drinking the waters ever fince the 
races, and have rcceived marvellous ftrength, had I 
not debilitated it as fafl: as I got it, by playing tlie 
good fellow with Lord Granby and Co, too much. 
I lejoice you have been encamped at Harrowgate, 
from which, by now, I fuppofe you are decamp'd— • 
otherwife, as idle a beaft as I have been, I would 
have facrificed a few dzy$ to the god of Uu^l\\ftx 



pO LETTEHS. 

with you and your jolly fet. — I have done nothing 
good that I know of, fince I left you, except paying 
off your guinea and a half to K — y in my way through 
York hither— I muft try now and do bette r ■ Go 
on, and profper for a month. 

Your afFe£lionate, : 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LI. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, York, September 29. 1764. 

1 HAVING juft had the honour of a letter from Mife 
Tutting, full of the acknowledgments of your atten- 
tion and kind fer^'ices to her, I will not believe thefe 
arofe from the D. of A — *s letters, nor miifie. Sure* 
ly Jhe needed no recommendation^'-^-^lhe trueft and 
moft honefl: compliment I can pay you, is to fay they 
came from your own good heart, only you was in- 
troduced to the objedt for the reft followed in 

courfe — However, let me caft in my mite of thanka 
to the treafury which belongs to good-natured ac- 
tions. I have been with Lord G y thefe three 

weeks at Scarborough the pleafures of which I 

found fomewhat more exalted than thofe of Bagni- 
eres laft year. — I am now returned to my Philofophi* 
cal Hut to finifh Trlftram, which I calculate will be 
ready for the world about Chriftmas, at which time 
I decamp from hence, and fix my head-quarter** at 
Lond(;n for the winter — unlefs my cough pufhes me 

^rw^rds to your metropolis— ot tWll c?a\ yetfuade. 

^He^r(?s my Lerd to take a ti\ip to ^om— \?>^x.x^\^X 
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:an make him relifli the joys of the TuillerieSy Opera 
Zomique^ &C. 

I had this week a letter from Mrs. Steme from 
Montauban, in which fhe tells me (he has qccafion 
for fifty pounds immediately— —Will you fend an 
order to your correfpondent at Montauban to pay her 

fo much cafh and I will in three weeks fend as 

much to Becket — ^But as her purfe is low, for God's 
fake write diretlly. Now you muft do fomethiiig 
equally eflential — to reSify a miftake in the mind of 
your correfpondent there, who it feems gave her a 
hint not long ago, ** that Jhe ivas feparated from me 
" f^ '^-^ — ^Now as this is not true in the firft place, 
and may give a difadvantageous impreffion of her to 
thofe {he lives amongft — 'twould be unmerciful to 
let her, or my daughter fufFer by it ;■■ f o do be fo 
good as to undeceive him — for in a year or two fhe 
propofes (and indeed I expeft it with impatience 
from her) to rejoin me — and tell them I have all the 
confidence in the world (he will not fpend more than 
I can afibrd, and I only mentioned two hundred 
guineas a year-— becaufe 'twas right to name fome 
certain fum, for which I begged you to give her cre- 
dit — ^I write you of all my moft intimate concerns, 
as to a brother \ fo excufe me, dear Foley. God 
blefs you.— Believe me 

Yours aiteiStionately, 

L. STERNE. 

Compliments to Mr. Panchaud, D*Holbach, &c. 
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TO THE SAME. 
York, November ii. 1764, 

I mitt ten Ay "8^> ^ hznk bill of thirty pounds , 

lA; Becb^ ^^ ^5^* poft one of fixty — ^When I 

j^qoJmi^ which vill be in five weeks, you will 

^ • ^fat fliall always keep you in bank for Mrs. 

. the mean time I have defired Becket to 

-| lOB ibiurfcore pounds ; and if my wife, before 

y^'l^Loodoni fhould have occafion for fifty louis> 

f flot wait a minute, and if I have not paid it, a 

0r Ibrtnight I know will break no fquares 

^1 a food and worthy friend.. I will contrive to 

^Mi Aefe two new volumes of Triftram, as foon 

^Hjr I get them from the prefs. — ^You will read 

^•tf a tour through France as ever was projedieJ 

^(giecuted by a traveller, or travel-writers, fince the 

^nU began — *tis a laughing good tempered fatire 

^jaft travelling (as puppies travel) — ^Panchaud will 

0JBj it — I am quite civil to your Parifians — ft pour 

0Jt you know — ^*tis likely I may fee them in fpring 

^k it poflible for you to get me over a copy of my 

ijftare any how ? If fo, I would write to Mademoi- 

HBe N to make as good a copy from it as flie 

yoflibly could — with a view to do her fervice here— 

tod I would remit her the price — I really believe it 

would be the parent of a dozen portraits to her^ if 

MB^utes it with th*^ fpirit of the original in your 

^— /or It will be^feeu b^ m^m^ — and as my 

\ remarkable as n\yfe\J»,VL ftv^ ^^^t\^^.^^. 
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ue chsLTzGter of both, it will do her honour and 
rvice too.— -Write me a line about this, and tell 
le you are Well and happy — ^Wili you prefent my 
bid refpeds to the worthy Baron — ^I fhall fend him 
ne of die bell impreilions of my pifture from Mr. 
leynolds's-^another to Monfieur P My love to 

Ir, S— n and P— d. 

I am inofl: truly yours, 

t. STERNE. 

LETTER Lill. 

TO J— H— S — , ES^ 

VIAX, DtAR COUSIN, Nov. I3. I764. 

Fi$ a church militant week with me, full of 
marches and counter»marches— -^— and treaties about 
Stillington common, which we are going to enclofe— 

otherwife I would have obeyed your fummons 

and yet I could not well have done it this week nei- 
ther, having received a letter from C , who has 
been very ill ; and is coming down to flay a week or 
ten days with me — Now I know he is ambitious of 
being better acquainted with you 5 and longs from 

his foul for a fight of you in your own caftle. 1 

cannot do otherwife than bring him with me — nor 
can I gallop away and leave him an empty houfe to 
pay a vifit to from London, as he comes half exprefs 
to fee me— I thank you for the care of my northern 
vintage — I fear after all I muft give it a fermenta- 
rion on the other fide of the Alps, which is better 

than being on the lees with it— but nous verrons — 
yet I fear, asJt has got fxich hold of my "bl^iiv^^ ^tA 
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comes upon it like an armed man at nights- — 1 muft 
give way for quietnefs fake, or be hag-ridden with 
the conceit of it all my life long — ^I have been Mjfs' 
ridden this lad week by a couple of romping girls 
fbien mifes et comme il faut) who might as well have 
been in the houfe with me (though perhaps not, my 
retreat here is too quiet for them) but they have tak- 
en up all my time, and have given my judgment and 
fancy more airings than thby wanted. — ^Thefe things 
accord not well with fermon making — ^but *tis my 
vile errantry, as Sqncho fays, and that is all that can 
be made of it. — ^I truft all goes fwimmingly on with 
your alum •, that the works amufe you, and call you 

twice out (at leaft) a day. ^I (hall fee them I truft 

in ten days, or thereabouts — ^If it was any way pof- 
(ible, I would fet out this^moment, though I have no 

cavalry (except ajhe Afs.) Give all friendly re- 

fpefts to Mrs. C. and to Col. H ^'s, and the gar- 

rifon, both of Guilbro and Skelton. 1 am, dear 

Anthony, 

AfFeftionately yours, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LIV. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
MY SEAS F&IEKO, York, Nov. i6. 1764. 

X HREE pods before I had the favour of yours 

(which is come to hand this moment) I had wrote to 

fet Mrs. Sterne right in her miftake, that you had 

anj money of mine in your hands— being very fen- 

Cbk that the jiundred pouIvd^l\vi^^^tl^.'^«^^^^5Kt^>^'^ 
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Becket's hands^ was but about what would babnce 
with you — The reafon of her error was owing to my 
writing her word, I fhould fend you a bill in a poft 
or two for fifty pounds— which, my finances falling 
ftiort juft then, I deferred— fb that I had paid no- 
thing to any one— 4)ut was, however, come to York 
this day, and I have fent you a draught for a hun- 
dred pound s I n honed truth, a fortnight ago I 
had not the cafh— ^but I am as honeft as the king (as 
Sancho Panca fays) only not fo rich. 

Therefore if Mrs. Sterne fliould want thirty louis 

more, let her have them and I will balance all 

(which will not be much) with honour at Chriftmas, 
when I (hall be in London, having now juft finiflied 
my two volumes of Triftram. — ^I have fome thoughts 
of going to Italy this year — ^at leaft I (hall not defer 
it above another— I have been with Lord Granby, 
and with Lord Shelburne, but am now fat down till 
December in my fweet retirement. — ^I wifli you was 
fat down as happily, and as free of all worldly cares 
—In a few years, my dear F. I hope to fee you a real 
country gentleman, though not altogether exiled 
from your friends in London — there I {hall fpend 
every winter of my life, in the fame lap of content- 
ment, where I enjoy myfeif now and wherever I 

go we muft bring three parts in four of the treat 

along with us ^In fhort, we muft be happy with- 
in — and then few tilings without us make much dif- 
ference — ^This is my Shandean philofophy.**— You 
will read a comic account of my journey from Ca- 
lais, through Paris, to the Garronne, in thefe vo- 
lumes — wj friends tell me they are done wixiv ^^^^ 
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—It muft fpeak for itfelf — Give mjr kind refpefts to 
Mr, Selwin and my friend Panchaud — ^When you 
fee Baron D'Holbach, prefent him my^refpefts, and 
believe me, dear F. 

Yours cordially, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LV. 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. 
DBAS GA&RicK, London, Maich i6. X 765. 

1 THREATENED you With a letter in one I wrote .a 
few weeks ago to Foley, but (to my fhame be it 
fpoken) I lead fuch a life of diflipation, I h^ve ne- 
ver had a moment to myfelf which has not been 
broke in upon, by one engagement or impertinence 
or another — and as plots thicken towards the latter 
end of a piece, I find, unlefs I take pen and ink 
juft now, I fhall not be able to do it, till either I 
am got into the country, or you to the city. You 
are teazed and tormented too much by your corre- 
fpondents, to return to us, and with accounts how 
much your friends, and how much your Theatre 
wants you — ^fo that I will not magnify either our 
lofs or yours— •—but hope cordially to fee you foon. 
—Since I wrote laft, I have frequently ftept into 
your houfe — that is, as frequently as I could take 
the whole party, where I denied, along with me— 
This was but juilice to you, as I walked in as a wit 
b ut with regard to myfelf, I balanced the ac- 

count thus — ^I am fometimes m m^ ftlend ^s 

j^ufe, but he is always \tv Tx^ScfOT^ ^m^-vf^— 
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where my friends fay he will continue (and I hope 
they prophefy true for my own immortality) even 
when he himfelf is no morp. 

I have had a lucrative winter's campaign here— 
Shandy fells well I am taxing the public with 
two more volumes of fermons> which will more 
than double the gains of Shandy— It goes into the 
w(»:ld with a prancing lift de toute la nobleffe — ^which 
will bring me three hundred pounds^ exclufive of 
the fale of the copy— — fo that with all the con- 
tempt of money which tna faqon <le penfer has ever 
impreiled on me> I fiiall be rich ia fpite of myfelf : 
but I fconiy you muft know, in the high ton I take 
at prefent to pocket all this trafli— <^I fet out to lay 
\ poition of it out in the fervice of the world, in a 
tOBT round Italy, where I (hall fpring game^ or the 
deuce is in the dice. In the beginning of Septem- 
ber I quit England, that I may avail myfelf of the 
time of vintage, when all nature is joyous, and fo 
hunter philofophically for a year or fo, on the other 
fide the Alps.— I hope your pilgrimages have brought 
Mrs. Garrick and yourfelf back h la jleur de jeunejfe 
—May you botli long feel the fweets of it, and your 
friends with you.— Do, dear friend, make my kind- 
eft wifhes and compliments acceptable to the beft 

and wifeft of the daughters of Eve You (hall 

e\'er believe,, and ever find me laffedlionately yours, 

L» STERNE. 

Vol. VIL E 
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fend mei my dear Foley, my account, that I may 

difcharge the balance to this time, and know what to 

leave in your hands«-*I have made a |;ood campaign 

of it this year in the field of the literati«-4iiy tmm 

volumes of Triftram, and two of fermofis, which I 

fhall print very foon, will bring me a conGderahlt 

fum.«— Almoil all the nobility in England honour 

me with their names^ and 'tis thought it will be tbf 

largeft and moft fplendid lift which ever pranced fae» 

fore a book, fince fubfcriptions came into fafliion^^ 

Fray prefent my moft fincere compliments to Lady 

H — , whofe name I hope to inlert with many otherk 

— As fo many men of genius favour me with their 

names alfo, I will quarrel with Mr. Hume, and call 

him Deift, and what not, unlefs I have his ciafM 

too. — My love to Lord W— . Your name, Fa» 

ley, I have put In as a free-will offering of my U^ 

hours— -your lift of fubfcribers you will fend " ■ * tit 

but a crown for fixteen fermons — ^Dog cheap ! but 

I am in queft of honour, not money.— Adieu, adieu, 

— ^believe me, dear Foley, 

Yours truly, 

h. 8T£RM2. 

LETTER LVm. 

TO MR. W. 

Ccxwofild, Ma]r 23. 1765* 

At this Aioment I am fitting in my fummer houfr 
with my head and heart full— -not of my uncle 
Toby'jR amours with the widow Wadman, but xof 
/eri22on5— -^and your letter has drawn me out of ^ 
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penfive mood— the fpirit of it pleafeth ;;?r— But in 
this Iblitudey what can I tell or write to you but about 
myfel f ■■ "! ; am glad tliat you are in love— —'twill 
cure you at leaft of the fpleen, which has a bad cF- 
fe& on both man and woman— i— I myfelf muft 
tver have fome Dulcinea in my head — it liarnio- 
rnzes the foul— and in thofc cafes I firft endeavour 
to make the lady believe fo, or rather I begin firil 
to make myfelf believe that I am in love— but I 
carry on my affairs quite in the French way, fcnti- 
mentally— — "^ Famour^* (fay they) •* t^tji run fans 
" ftHtimenf^^^o^^ notwithftanding they make fuch 
a pother about the irwn/, they hav« no precifo idt?a 
unnez'd to it— And fo much for that fame fubject 
called Love. ■ I muft tell you how I have ju(t treat- 
ed a French gentleman of fortune in France, who took 
a liking for my daughter.— —Without any ceremony 
(having got my direflion from my wife's banker) he 
wrote me word that he was in love with my daugh- 
ter, and defired to know what fortune I would give 

her at prefent, and how much at my death ^by the 

by, I think there was very little fentiment on his ftde 
—My anfwer was, ** Sir, I fliall give her ten thou- 
fiind pounds the day of marriage— my calculation is as 

follows fhe is not eighteen, you are fixty-two 

there goes five thoufand pounds — then. Sir, you at leaft 
think her not ugly— flie has many accomplifhments, 
fpeaks Italian, French, plays upon the guitar, and 
as I fear you play upon no inftrument whatever, I 
think you will be happy to take her at my terms, 
for here finiflies the account of the ten thoufand 
pounds".— I ^Q not fuppofe but he wiU tike xiv\^ 'JA* 

£3 
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I mean, that is — a flat refufal.-i— I havfe had a par- 
fonage houfe burnt down by the carleflhefs of my 
curate's wife-— —as foon as I can I muft- rebuild it, I 
trow — but I lack the means at prefent— yet I am 
never happier than when I have not a {hilling in my 
pocket — for when I have I can never call it my own. 
-Adieu, my dear friend— 'may you enjoy bet- 
ter health than me, though not better fpirits, for 
that is impoflible. Yours fincerely, 

L. ST£RN£. 

My compliments to the CoL 



LETTER UX. 



TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 



MY DEAR SIR, York, July X3. 1765. 

I WROTE fome time in Spring, to beg you would 
favour me with my account. I believe you was fet 
out from Paris, and that Mr. Garrick brought the 
letter with him — ^which poffibly he gaye you. In 
the hurry of your bufinefs you might forget the 
contents of it -, and in the hurry of mine in town 
(though I called once) I could not get to fee you. 
I decainp for Italy in September, and fhall fee your 

face in Paris, you may be fure but I fliall fee it 

with more pleafure when I am out of debt — ^which 
is your own fault, for Becker has had money left in 
his hands for that purpofe. — Do fend Mrs. Sterne 
her two laft volumes of Triftram ; they arrived 
with yours in Spring, and (he complains flie has not 
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got them— My beft fervices. to Mr. Panchaud. — I 
am bufy compofing two volumes of fermons — ^they 
will be printed in September, though I fear not 
time enough to bring them with me. Your name 
is amongft the lift of a few of my honorary fub- 
fcribers— who fubfcribe for love. — ^If you fee Baron 
D'Holbach, and Diderot, prefent my refpeGs to 

them If the Baron wants any Englifh books, he 

u-ill let me know, and I will bring them with me— 
Adieu. 

I am truly yours, 

L. STERNE.. 
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TO THE SAME. 

xnut mt, London, 0<5lbber 7. 1765.- 

It is a terrible thing to be in Paris without a perri- 
wig on a man's head ! In feven days from the date 
of this, I fliould be in that cafe, unlefs you tell 
your neighbour Madame Requiere to get her bott 
marl de me faire une peruque h bourfey au mieux-^-^ 

i efi'ii'dire^'^tie la plus extraordinaire — la plus jolle — 
la plus gentille^-^-et la plu s ■■ 

Mais qiiimporte ? fai Vhonneur d'etre grand 



eritique-''^ bien difficile encore dans les affaires de pe- 

ruques and in one word, that he gets it done in 

five days after notice— 

I beg pardon for this liberty, my dear friend, and 
for the trouble of forwarding this by the very next 
poftr^-If my friend Mr. F. is in Pam, m^ \axi& 

£4 
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■ 

love to hinii and refpe£t$ to all others — in &d 

hafte 

Youre truly, 

L. STERNK. 

I have paid into Mr. Becket's hands fix hundred 
pounds, v/hich you may draw upon at fight, .ao* 
cording as either Mrs. Sterne or myfelf make it ex- 
pedient. 

LETTER LXL 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEAR SIS, Beau Point Voifin, Nov. 7. 1765. 

I FORGOT to defire you to forward whatever letters 
came to your hand to your banker at Rome, to wait 
for me againft I get there, as it is uncertain how 
long I may (lay at Turin, &c. &c. at prefent I am 
held prifoner in this town by the fudden fweUing 
pf two pitiful rivulets, from the fnows melting on 
tlie Alps — fo that we cannot either advance to them, 
or retire back again to Lyons — for how long the 
gentlemen who are my fellow-travellers, and myfelf, 
fhall languifh in this ftate of vexatious captivity, 
heaven and earth furely know, for it rains as if they 
were coming together to fettle the matter.— I • had 
an agreeable journey to Lyons, and a joyous time 
there ; dining and fupping every day at the com- 
mandant's — Lord F. W. I left there, and about a 
dozen Englifh — *— If you fee Lord Oflbry, Lord 
William Gordon, and my friend Mr. Crawford, re- 
memher me to them. > * ■ if Wilkes is at Pari* yetj I 



fend Eim all kind wifhes*— — prefent my compli* 
ments as well as thanka to my ' good friend Mift 
P— ; and believe me^ dear Sir> with all truths 
jours, 

L. ST£HNS» 

LETTER LXIi. 

TO THE 3AME. 
BtAR sni, Turin, November 15. 1765. 

After many difficulties I have got here fafe and 
(bund though eight days in pafling the moun- 
tains of Savoy .-^I am flopped here for ten days, by 
the whole country betwixt here and Milan being 
1^ under water by continual rains — But I am very 
hzppYf and have found my way into a dozen 
houfes already- — ^To-morrow I am to be prefcnted 
to the King, and when that ceremony is over, I 
(hall have my hands full of engagements — No. Eng- 
Efh here but Sir James Macdonald, who meets with 
much refpeft, and Mr» Ogilby^ We are all toge- 
ther, and fhall depart in peace together — My kind 

ienices to all- — ^pray forward the enclofed 

Tours moil truly, 

L. STIRNE.. 

LETTER LXHL 

TO 1HE SAME. 
DiAR 8IB, Turin, November 28. 17G5. 

I AM juft leaving this place with Sir James Mac- 
donald for Milan^ &c. We have fpent u \o^qw5^ 



friends, more particularly to thofe I moft ^ 
(that includes Mr. F. if he is in Paris). 

I am yours moft truly, 

L. STER^ 

LETTER LXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 



BIAinB, 



Florence, December i8. i 



1 HAVE been a month pafling the plains of ] 
bardy— ftopping in my way to Milan, Parma, 
cenza, and Bologna — with weather as delicious 
kindly April in England, and have been three 
in crofling a part of the Appenninee covered 

thick fnow Sad tranfition ! 1 ftay here 1 

days to dine with our Plenipo, Lords T ■ ^ 
C ' r , and in five days fhall tread the Vat 
and be introduced to all the Saints in the PantI 
— ^I ftay but fourteen days to pay theft civil 
and then decamp for Naples. — Pray fend the e 
fed to my wife, and Becket's letter to London* 

Yours truly, 

l. STERN 
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LETTER LXV. 



TO MISS STERNE. 



) 



KTDKAX GiRt, Naples, Febmary 5. 1766, 

Your letter, my Lydia, has made me both laugh 

and cry. Sorry am I that you are both fo aiHift- 

ed with the ague, and by all means I wifli you both 
to fly from Tours, becaufe I remember it is fituated 
between two rivers, la Loire, and le Cher — ^which 
muft occaiion fogs, and dan;ip unwholefome wea- 
ther — ^therefore for the fame reafon go not to Bour- 
ges en Brefle — ^'tis as vile a place for agues. — I find 
mvfelf infinitely better than I was — and hope to 
kave added at leaft ten years to my life by this jour- 
nej to Italy t he climate is heavenly, and I find, 
new principles of health in me, which I have been, 
bng a ftranger to — ^but truft. mej my Lydia, I will 
find you out, wherever you are,, in May. There- 
fere I beg you to direft to me at Belloni's at Rom^, 
that I may have fome idea where you will be then. 

•—The account yoa give me of Mrs. C is truly 

amiable j I fliall ever honour her — Mr. C. is a di- 
verting companion what he faid of your little 

French admirer was truly droll ^The Marquis de 

• is an. impoftor,. and not worthy of your ac- 
quaintance ^he only pretended to know me, to get 

introduced to your mother— I defire you will get 
your mother to write to Mr. C. that I may dif- 
charge every debt,, and then, my Lydia, if I live, 
the produce of my pen {hall be yours — If fate re- 
ferves me not that— the humane and gqod, i^'^it ^\. 

£.6 
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fortnight here, and met with all kinds of hoj 
and with regret do we both bid adieu — ^Bu 
pn my fide — and good fenfe on his ■ fay 'ti 
to be at Rome — you fay at Paris — ^but you 
riety out of the queftion — I entreat you to 
the enclofed to Mrs. Sterne — ^My complimen 
friends, more particularly to thofe I mof 
(that includes Mr. F. if he is in Paris). 

I am yours moft truly, 

L. STI 

LETTER LXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 

BiAi sn, Florence, December 1 8 

I HAVE been a month pafling the plains o 
bardyr — ftopping ia my way to Milan, Parn 
cenza, and Bologna — with weather as deUci< 
kindly April in England, and have been thj 
in crofling a part of the Appenninee cover< 
thick fnow— Sad tranfition ! I (lay hex 
days to dine with our Plenipo, Lords T — 
C ' r , and in five days fhall tread the ^ 
and be introduced to all the Saints in the Pa 
— ^I ftay but fourteen days to pay thefe c 
and then decamp for Naples. — Pray fend th( 
fed to my wife, and Becket's letter to Londoi 

Yours truly, 

1*. STi 
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fpirit and true charafler, than I fliall fee one hafti- 
ly again.— —I ftay here till the holy week, which I 
(hall pafs at Rome, where I occupy myfelf a month 
**— — My plan was to have gone from thence for ai 
fortnight to Florence — and then by Leghorn to 
Marfeilles diredly home — but am diverted from this 
by the repeated propofals of accompanying a gentle- 
man, who is returning by Venice, Vienna, Saxony, 
Berlin, and fo by the Spaw, and thence through 

Holland to England ^'tis with Mr. E. I have 

known him thefe three years, and have been witli 
him ever (ince I reach'd Rome ; and as I know him 
to be a good-hearted young gentleman, I have no 
doubt of making it anfwer both his views and mine 
—at leaft I am perfuaded we ihall return home to- 
gether as we fet out, with friendlhip and good-will. 
—Write your next letter to me at Rome, and do 
mc the following favour, if it lies in your way, 
which I think it does- to get me a letter of re- 
commendation to our AmbafTador. (Lord Stormont 
at Vienna). I have not the honour to be known to 
his Lordfliip, but Lords P- ■ ■ or H-«— , or twen- 
ty you better know, would write a certificate for 
me, importing, that I am not fallen out of the 
ck)uds. If this will coft my coufm little trouble, do 
enclofe it in your next letter, to me. at Belloni. ■ 
Ion have left Skelton I trow a nwnth, and I fear 
have had a anoft Iharp winter, if one ma,y judge of 
it from the feverity of the weather here, and all 
over Italy, which exceeded any thing known,^ till 
within thefe three weeks that the fun. has been as 
hot. as we ^could bear it. — Give my kind fervices to 



wiU never aban- ' 

thee '.--» y ^„ land, yo^T f"'^" ^out winters 
,n VitU me to l^ng Cox.>eould--y<« 
,3 agreeable »sl«n ,^s c-« "^^^"^.^ 

^,,V.--you ^;«^^f c^ ate ftiU at Tout^ ^^ 
.-H Mr. and Mr^ cordlalUy »o myj^ 

^"^ ^''"^ TL^ puTclvaM you f^*"^^ ^loofs of 

htch 1 Iball give y 

fFeaion from ^^^ ^^^^ father, ^^ ^^j^sB. 



„_ s--, ^s<>- 



.frr:ngefi-en-t.ary-;-^^^^^^^^^ 
V-^ TllX^^' *^\^°:S dSps, both 

V,„g after aU, g ^^t in ^ 

have a )0»y ^tvd maiq etWs. 

p«t»chineHos--fe^ ^^^^^^^g ° ^^1^0 ^e ^ 
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grees very well with me — ^I (hall return fat — my 
riendfhip to all who honour me with theirs — Adieu^ 
ny:dear friend— I am ever yours, 

L. STERNE* 

LETTER LXVIIL 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS, 
DEAK SIX, Naples, February 14. 176^. 

I WROTE laft week to you, to dcfire you would let 

Mrs. Sterne have what money (he wanted it 

may happen, as that letter went enclofed in one to 

her at Tours, that you will receive this firft 1 

have made little ufe of your letters of credit, as you 
vrill fee by that letter, -nor fhall I want much (if 
any) till you fee me, as I travel now in company 

with a gentleman ^However, as we return by 

Venice, Vienna, Berlin, &c. to the Spaw, I fliould 
be glad if you will draw me a letter of credit upon 
fome one at Venice, to the extent of fifty louis— — 
but I am perfuaded I fhs^I not want half of them — 
however, in cafe of ficknefs or accidents, one would 
Bot go fo long a route without money in one's pocket. 
— The bankers here are not fo confcientious as my 
friend P. ; they would make me pay twelve per cent. 

if I was to get a letter here. 1 beg your letters, 

&c. may be enclofed to Mr. "Watfon at Venice — 
where we (hall be in the Afcenfion— I have received 
much benefit from the air at Naples — ^but quit it to 
be at Rome before the holy week. — ^There are about 
five-and-twenty Englifti here — ^but moft of them will 
W decamp'd in two months— —there are fcarce a 
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third of the number at Rome. I fuppofe there- 
fore that Paris is full — my warmeft wifhes attend 

you. ^With my love to Mr. F. and compliments 

to all, I am, dear Sir, very faithfully, 

Yours, 

L. STERNE* 

Sir James Macdonald is in the houfe with me, 
and is juft recovering a long and moft cruel fit of 
the rheumatifm. 

LETTER LXIX. 

TO J H s , Esq. 

DHA* AKToiTT, Ml/ 2$. neat Dijon [1766.J 

M-T defire of feeing both my ,wife and girl, has- 
turn'd me out of my road towards a delicious cha- 
teau of the Countefs of M , where I have been 

patriarching it thefe feven days with her ladyfhip, 
and half a dozen of very handfome and agreeable 
ladies — Her ladyfliip has the beft of hearts — a va- 
hiable prefent not given to every one. To-morrow, 
with regret, I fhall quit this agreeable circle, and 
poft it night and day to Paris, where I Ihall arrive 
in two days, and juft wind myfelf up, when I am; 

there, enough to roll on to Calais fo I hope ta 

fup with you the King*s birth-day, according to a 
^an of fixteen days ftanding. — Never man has been* 
fuch a wild-goofe chafe after a wife as I have been 
— ^after having fought her in five or fix different 
towns, I found her at laft in Franche Compte — Poor 
woman ! {he was very coTdi;v\> &c. •M\^\i^«^^ \ft ^jc^ 
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mother year or fo— My Lydia ploafes me much— I 
bund her greatly impwjvcd in every tiling I wilhed 
ler— *I am moft unaccountably well, and moft un- 
iccountably ftonfenfical — ^'tis at leaft a proof of good 
fpir-its, which is a fign and token given me in thefe 
latter days, that I muft take up again the pen. — In 
Faith I think I fhall die with it in my hand j but I 
(hall live thefe ten years, my Antony, notwithftand- 
[ng the fears of my wife, whom I left moft melan- 
:holy on that account. This is a delicious part of 
the world *, moft qeleftial weather, and we lie all 
3ay, without damps upon the grafs-— and that is tht 
«rhole of it, except the inner man (for her bdyfliip 
is not ftUigy of her wine) is infpired twice a day 
^\th the bcft Burgundy that grows upon the moun- 
tains which terminate our lands here. — Surely yo» 
will not have decamped to Crazy Caftle before I 
reach town.— The fummer here is fet in in good 
eameft; — 'tis more than we can fay for Yorkfliire— 
I hope to hear a good tale of your alum-works— —• 
have you no other works in hand ? I do not cxpedi 
to hear from you — fo God profper you, and all your 
undertakings. — I am, my dear ccnxfin, 

Moft afFe£lionately yours, 

L. STERNE. 

Remember me to Mr. G — , Cardinal S — ^ tho 
Col. &c, &c. &c. 



*•>. 
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LETTER LXX. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEA« 8f«j^ York, June 28. f 766** 

I WROTE laft week to Mr. Becket to difcharge the 
balance due to you — and I have received a letter 
from him, telling me, that if you will draw upon 
him for one hundred and fixty pounds, he will 
punftually pay it to your order — fo fend the draughts 
when you pleafe.— Mrs. Sterne writes me word^ 
fhe wants fifty pounds,— which I defire you will let 
her have.-^— I will take care to remit it to your cor- 
refpondent — ^I have fuch an entire confidence in my 
wife, that fhe fpends as little as fhe can, though fhe 
h confined^ to no particular fum— her expences will 
not exceed three hundred pounds a-year, unlefs by 
ill health, or a journey— r-and I am • very willing fhe 
(hould have it — and you may rely, in cafe it ever 
happens that fhe fhould draw for fifty or a hundred 
pounds extraordinary, that it and every demand 
ihall be punctually paid — and with proper thanks s 
and for this the whole Shandean family are ready to 
fland fecurity.— 'Tis impoflible to tell you how forry 
I was that my affairs hurried me fo quick through 
Paris, as to deprive me of feeing my old friend Mr. 
Foley, and of the pleafure I propofed in being made 
known to his better half— but I have a probability 
of feeing him this winter. — Adieu, dear Sir,, and be^ 

lieve.me 

Moflu. coxiuW^ "^OMX^^ 



LETTER LXXI. 



TO MR. S, 



sntt Caxwould, July ts. X766 

might be led to think that there is a fatality 
ing us— we make appointments to meet, and 
fe two years have not feen each other's face 
ice— we muft try and do better for the future 
having foaght you with more zeal, than C . . . . 
the Ix>rd, in order to deliver you the books 
de me purchafe for you at Paris, I was forced 
carriage for them from London down to York 
as I {hall neither charv.? you the books nor 
•riage, 'tis not worth talking about.— Never 
ny dear Sir, has had a n^ore agreeable tour 
>ur Yorick — ^and at prefent I am in my peace- 
reat, \iTiting the ninth volume * of Triftram 
(hall publifii but one this year, and tlie next 
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ftcGount of jova pleafures— you had better come to 
me for a fortnight, and I will Ihow, or give you (if 
needful), a prafticat dofe of my philofophy : but I 
hope you do not want it— 4f you did, 'twould be the 
office of a friend to give it— —Will not even our 
races tempt you ? you fee I ufe all arguments—*- 
Believe me yours truly, 

LAUKENCE STERNS. 

LETTER LXXII. 

T<y MA. PAN€MAVI>| /LT PARll* 
UY DKAK Pix«!ii>, C(»cwo»Id, Sejstembet tt^ 1766* 

Xf Mrs« Sterne fhould draw upon you for fifty louii 
d'ors, be (b kind as to remit her the money— and 
pray be fo good as not to draw upon Mr. Becket fot 
it (as he owes me nothing) but favour me with the 
draught, which I will pay to Mr. Selwin. — A young 
nobleman is now ncgociating a jaunt with me for 
(be weeks, about Chriilmas, to the Fauxbourg de 
St. German— I fhould like much to be with you for 
fo long — and if my wife fliould grow worfe (havinf 
had a very poor account of her in my daughter** 
laft) I cannot think of her being without me— - 
and however expehfive the journey would be, I 
would fly to Avignon to adminifler confolation to 
both her and my poor girl Wherever I am, be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, 

Yours, 

L. STERNE* 

JMy kind compUments to Ifix. ¥ole^ \ though I 
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have not the honour of knowing hU rib, I fee no 
reafon why I may not prefent all due refpe^s to the 
better half of fo old a friend, which I do by thefe 
prefents— with my friendlieft wiihes to Mlfa P. 

LETTER LXXm. 

TO UR. FOZJ^T, AT rARXS. 

MT DiAK fOiiT, C«Rwcm!d, OAdbef S3. 1 76$« 

1 DESIRED you would be fo good as to remit to Mrs. 
Sterne fifty louis, a month ago — ^I dare fay you have 
done it — but her illnefs muft have coft her a good 
deal— therefore having paid the laft fifty pounds 
into Mr. Selwin's hands, I beg you to fend her 
itiity guineas more— ^for which I fend a bank bill 
fo Ifr. Becket by this poft— but furely had I not 
done fof you would not (tick at it— ^for be afliircd, 
my dear Foley, that the Firft Lord of the Treafury 
isneidier more able or more willing (nor perhaps 
half fo punctual} in repaying with honour all I ever 
can be in your books.—My daughter fays her mo* 
ther is rcrj ill — and I f^rar going faft down by all 
accotsnts— ^Tis mehncholv in her Gtuation to w?nc 
any aid tfcar is in my power to give ■ do write to 
bcT— arid beliere ai£, wh all compliments to your 
Hcetl, 

Tcj« rery tr-ly, 

L. rriivr. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD. 

DSAK 8nt> York, Novembei', 25. 176 

X JUST received yours— and am glad that the ball 
of accounts is now paid to you— Thus far all ] 
well — ^I have received a letter from my daug 
with the pleafing tidings that (he thinks her mo 
out of danger— «— and that the air. of the cou 
is delightful (exceping the winds) ; but the 
fcription of the chateau my wife has hired is r( 
pretty o n the fide of the Fountain of Vau( 
.—with fevcn rooms of a fioor^ half furnifhed ' 
tapeftry^ half with blue tafFety, the permiflioj 
fifh, and to have game ; fo many partrides a-w 
&c. ; and the pric^ — ^guefs ! fixteen guineas a- 
— t here's for you, P. About the latter en< 
next month, my wife will have occafion for a 1 
dred guineas — and pray be fo good, my dear Sii 
to give orders that fhe may not be difappointed- 
is going to fpend the Carnival at Marfeilles at Ch 

mas ^I (hall be in London by Chriftmas w 

and then fhall balance this remittance to Mrs 

with Mr. S . I am going to lie in of anc 

child of the Shandaic procreation, in town — 1 1 
you wifli me a fafe delivery — I fear my friend 
F. will have left town before I get there — Ac 

dear Sir 1 wifli you every thing in this w 

which will do you good ; for I am with unfeij 
i^ruth^ 
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Make my compliments acceptable to the good ani 
worthy Baron d'Holbach — Mi& P. &c. &c 

LETTER LXXV. 

FROM IGNATIUS SANCH0> TO MR. STERME. 
WMYwaxsD sn, (1766.] 

It would be an infult on your humanity (or perhaps 
look like it) to apologize for the liberty I am taking 
—I am one of thofe people whom the vulgar and il- 
liberal call negroes. — ^The firft part of my life was 
rather unlucky, as I was placed in a family who 
judged Ignorance the beft and only fecurity for obe- 
dience.— —A little reading and writing I got by un- 
wearied application. The latter part of my life has 
been, through God*s bleffing, truly fortunate — ba- 
ring fpent it in the fervice of one of the beft and great- 
eft families in the kingdom-r-My chief pleafure has 
been books — ^Philanthropy I adore — ^How very much, 
good Sir, am I (amongft millions) indebted to you 

For the charafter of your amiable Uncle Toby ! 

[ declare I would walk ten miles in the dog-days, to 
(hake hands with the honeft Corporal. — Your fer- 
mons have touch'd me to the heart, and I hope have 
amended it, which brings me to the point — In your 

tenth difcourfe *, is this very afFefting paflage 

" ConGder how great a part of our fpecies in all ages 
down to this — have been trod under the feet of cruel 
and capricious tyrants, who would neither hear their 
•cries, nor pity their diftreffes— — Confider flavery— 

*.5^ Vol. V. Ser. 10. p. 128. 
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What it is— how bitter a draught-— smd how i 
millioiu are made to diiak of it.^ O f all m 
vourite authors^ not one has drawn a tear in fs 
of my miferable black brediren— -excepting you 
and the humane author of Sir Geo. Ellifon. — I 
you win forgive itie } I am fure you will applau 
for befeeching you to give one half hour's atte 
to ilaveryj a9 it is this day praifiifed in our Wei 
dies.-F^That fubje£k handled in your ftriking m: 
would eafe the^yoke (perhaps) of many — ^but if 
of one^^gracipus <}od I what a feaft to a beneii 
heart I and fure I amj you are an epicurean ir 
of charity.—— You who are univerfally read, a 
univerfally admired— you could not fail. — ^Dea 
think in me you behold the uplifted hands of 
fands of my brother Moors. ' Grief (you pathc 
ly obferve) is eloquent: figure to yourfelf theii 
tudes I hear their fupplicating addrclTes ! — alas 
cannot refufe.— -Humanity muft comply — in i 
hope I beg permiiTion to Yubfcribe myfelf. 

Reverend Sir, &c. 

I 

LETTER LXXVI. 

FROM MR. STERNE, TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Coxwould, July 27. i 

X HERB b a ftrange coincidence, Sancho, in tl 

tie events (as well as in the great ones) of tliis v 

for I had been writing a tender tale of the fo 

^^ a friendlefs poor negro girl, and my eye 

"^pce done fmarting wld^ Vt, vjV^ ^oux \^\.\fex 



>otieft coiDpkxiBL is A^cs-—- ^i: waicL im: 
is it, that die nes at \axii. irt zr czHtt * ane 
my fliades muft «c deJcfad lover Jt>S is Ar 
re mercy is to mufli with iixan r Bat 'Tu t* 
noR tlung, tDj good SwdxH far oar ^iH /a 
rid to ufe the other h^ of it bkc fannK, >nd 
Kleavttur to m^ 'cot (o, — ^For toy tnrn jan, 
r look viefivtard (vbm I am in a penfive mood 
:) but I diiak on the burdens vhich our br^ 
nd lifters are ihtn carrying ; and could I e*f<P 
loulden from one otmce of them, 1 declare I 
fat out dus hour upon a pilgrimage to Mecca 
ar fakiec — wfaidi by the by, Suicho, exceed* 
ralk of ten nAn in ^out the fame propoTtioil 

vifit of h d nuHJ iy flioedd one of mere form 

>cr« if yoB meant my tmde Toby, more he m 
Umxj— 4f I en vare the tale I ]uv<; wrvl" 
ke -vcrkl mb Aoat— 't» 2t the ffrr\t'x of t};-- 
si — snC a nmd pester msttter} f'jr iii (vft*Uk 
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And fo, good-hearted Sancho, adieu ! and believe 
me I will not forget your letter. 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LXXVII. 

TO MR. W. 

CcKwouldy December 20. 1766* 

Thanks, my dear W. for your- letter. — ^I am juft 
preparing to come and greet you and many other 
friends in town — I have drained my ink-ftandifh to 
the bottom, and after I have publifhed, .ihall fet my 
face not towards Jerufalem, but towards the Alps 
I find I muft onoe more fly from death whilft I 
have ftrength— I fliall go to Naples, and fee whether 
the air of that place will not fet this poor frame ta 
rights — As to the projed of gettihg a bear to lead, I 
think I have enough to do to govern myfelf— and 

however profitable it might be (according to your 

opinion) I am fure it would be unpleafurable-;— 

Few are the minutes of life* and I do not think that 

I have any to throw away on any one being, — I fliall 

fpend nine or ten months in Italy, and call upon my 

wife and daughter in France at my return — fo fliall 

be back by the King's birth-day — ^what a projeft !-— 
aiul.,no\v, my dear friend, am I going to York, not 

for the fake of fociety— — -nor to walk by the fide of 

tlie niuddy Qufe, but to recruit myfelf of the moft 

violent fpitting of blood that ever mortal man expe-- 

ncncQ^ ; becaufe I had rather (in cafe 'tis ordained 

.Co) die there, than in a poft.-c\v2\fe on tLe road^ — ^If 
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the amour of my uncle Toby do not pleafe you, I am 

miftaken— and fo with a droll llory I will finifli 

tliis letter-*— A fenfible friend of mine> with whom, 
not long ago, I fpent fome hours in converfation, 
met an apothecary (an acquaintance of ours)— The 

latter aiked him how he did ? why, ill, very ill 

I have been with Sterne, who has given me fuch a 
dofe oi uitiic Jiikf that I am in a fever— 'Attic fait, 
Sir, Attic fak! I have Glauber fai t I have Epfom 

fait in my (hop, &c. Oh ! I fuppofe 'tis fome 

French fait — ^I wonder you would truft his report of 
the medicine, he cares not what he takes himfelf. — 
1 fancy I fee you fmile. — I long to be able to be in 

London, and embrace my friends there and (hall 

enjoy myfelf a week or ten days at Paris with my 
friends, particularly the Baron dTIolbach, and the 
reft of the joyous fet. As to the females — no, I will 
not fay a word about them— -only I hate borrowed 
characters, taken up (as a woman does her fliift) for 
the purpofe flie intends to efFedluate. Adieu, adieu 
—I am yours wliilft 

LE^ITER LXXVIII. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DIA& p. London, February 13. i;^;. 

PAID yefterday (by Mr. Becket) a hundred guineas, 
• pounds, I forget which, to Mr. iScl\\in — But you 
ift remit to Mrs. Stcnic at Marfelllos a hundred 
lis before (he leaves thnt piace, which \v\\\ \^e \\\ 
thaij tJjrcc wcckif. iiave you got tlie u\vA\v\vj. 
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And fo, good-hearted Sancho, r 
me I will not forgot your letter. 

Yours, 



LETFER I 

TO ? 




Thank?, my dear V 
preparing to come 
friends in town — I 
the bottom, and ? 
hice not toward.' 
1 ilnd I m- 
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^8S STERNB. 

. ! tliy mother and thyfelf are re 

a from Marfeilles to the banks 

nd there thou wilt fit and fifli fo 

you the fweet fituation. Petrarch' 

like to pay a fcntimental vifit to tb 

Vauclufe, by thy defcription, muft b 

-I am alfo much pieafed with the accour 

»ne of the Abbe de Sade — you find gre: 

in fuch a neighbour 1 am glad he is i 

i to correft thy tranflations on my fermons.- 

girl, go on, and make me a prefcnt of t'y wcr 

,ut why not the Houfe of Mourning ? 't:< one c 

c bcit. I long to receive the life 01 P. u arch, an 

Alluding to tlk» 5a& c^Sjiviiv. 
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bis Lanra, by your Abbe ; but I am out of all pa- 
tience vntfa the anfwer the Marquis made the Abbe 
— 'tw^ truly coarfe, and I wonder he bore it with 
any chriftian patience — ^But to the fubjed of your 
letter — ^I do not wifh to know who was the bufy fool» 

who made your mother uneafy about Mrs. ; 

'tis true I have a friendfliip for her, but not to infa- 
tuation — ^I believe I have judgment enough to dif- 
cem her's and every woman's faults. I |honour thy 
mother for her anfwer——" that fhe wifhed not to 
" be informed, and begged him to drop the fubjeft." 
—Why do you fay that your mother wants mo- 
ney ?— whilft I have a iliilling, (hall you not both 
have ninspence out of it ? — I think, if I have my en- 
joymsnts, I ought not to grudge you yours. I flail 
not begin my Sentimental Journey till I get to Cox- 
would — I have laid a plan for fomething new^ quite 
out of the beaten track — I wifli I had you with me — 
and I would introduce you to one of the mod ami- 
ble and gentleil of beings, whom I have jull been 
with — not Mrs. — , but a Mrs. J. the wife of as 

wortliy a man as I ever met with 1 efteem thein 

both. He poflefTes every manly virtue — ^honour and 
bravery are his chara£keriftics, which have diftin- 
guifhed him nobly in feveral inftances — ^I fliall make 
you better acquainted with his charafter, by fending 

Orme's Hiftory, with the books you defired and 

it is well worthy your reading ; for Orme is an 
elegant writer, and a juft one ; he pays no man a 
compliment at the expence of truth. — Mrs J— is 
kind^-and friendly— of a fentimental turn of mind 
—and fo fweet a difpofition, tliat Ihe is too good for 



126 LETTERS. 

the world (he lives i n ' Juft God ! if all were 
like her, what a life would this be !— Heaven, my 
Lydia, for fome wife purpofe has created different 
beings-7-^1 wi{h my dear child knew her ■ thou 
art worthy df her friendship, and (lie already loves 
thee; for I folhctimes tell her what I feel for thee. — 

This is a long "letter Write foon, and never 

let your letters be ftudied ones write naturally, 

and then yoii will viTite well. I hope your mother 
has got quite well of her ague— I have fent her fome 
of Huxham'd tinfture of the bark. I ^ill order you 
a guitar J fince- the other is broke. Believe me, my 
Lydia, that I am yours afFeftionately, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LXXX. 

TO ME.. ;'/VNCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DFAR SIR, London, Febniary *7. 1767. 

rA Y daughter begs a prefent of me, and you muft 

know I can deny her nothing It muft be ftriing 

with cat-gut, and of five chords— ^r kiama hi Itali' 
it no la chit era de cifique chcrcJe — flie cannot get fuch a 

thing at Marfeilles at Paris one may have every 

thing — ^\Vill you be fo good to my girl, as to 
luake her happy in this affair, by getting fome mu- 
iical body to buy one, and fend it her to Avignon 

dircaed to IVJonfieur Telle ! 1 wrote laft week 

ro dtrfire- you would remit Mrs. 8. a hundred louis 
— ^'twill be' all, except the guitar, 1 fliall owe y(9U— 
iicM 97JC vour account, and I wjll pay Mr. Selwin 



\ 
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t to me at Mr. Becket's— all kind rofpc£ls to 
nd Mr. F. and your filler. 

. Yours cordially, 

L. STERNE- 
LETTER LXXXI*. 

TO ELIZA f. 

will receive my books with this. The for- 
:ame all hot from the heart : I wiih that 1 

and tlie nine following letters liave no dates to thorn, but 
Icntly written in th« months of March and April 1767. 
tliei-efore here placed together. 

edtior of the firtt publication of Mr. Sterne's Letters to / 
res tlie following account of this Lady : " Mrs Elizabeth 
', wife of Daniel Draper, Efq. counfellcr at /Bombay, and 
ent(i. e. 1775) chief of the &^ry at Surat, a gentleman 
luch refpe(Sed in that quarter of- the globe. — She is by 
n Eafl Indian : but the circumflance of being born in the 
f, not proving fufEcicnt to defend her delicate frame a- 
the heats of that burning climate, fhe came to Englan'f 
J recovery of her health, when by accident Ihe became ac- 
ed with Mr. Sterne. He immedialely difcoverei in her 
i fo congenidl with his own, fo enlightened, fo refine 1, ani 
ler, that tlieir mutual attradion prefcntly joined tlicm in 
jfeft union that purity could polEbly admit of. He loved 
liis friend and prided in her as his pupil; all her con>':erns 
e prefcntly his ; her healtii, her circumfiances, her rcputa- 
ler children, were his : his fortune, his time, his coujitry, / 
at her difpofal, fo far as the fecrifice of all or any of thtfe 
, in his opinion, contribute to lier real happinefs. If it is 

whether the glowing heat of ^^Ir. Sterne's aifeAion never 
orted him to a flight beyond the limits of pure Platonifm, 
kibliiher will not take upon liim abfolutely to deny it ; but 
e thinks, fo far from leaving any (lain upon that GevcVl^- 

memory, that it perb.ips ijicludes his fiiVreft eivcowvvuin % 
? c/KT-J/b the f^eds of piety aiid challky in. a \ve41t >N\as3a 

F4. 
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could give them any title to be offered to yours.— 
The others came from the head. — ^I am more indif- 
ferent about their reception. 

I know not how it comes about^ but I am half in 
love with you— I ought to be wholly fo ; for I never 
valued (or faw more good qualities to value) or 
thought more of one of your fex than of you ; fo 
adieu^ 

Tours faithfully^ if not affefUonately, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER LXXXn. 

TO THE SAME. 

I CANNOT reftj Eliza, though I (hall call on you at 
half paft twelve, till I know how you do— May thy 
dear face fmile, as thou rifeft, like the fun of this 
morning. I was much grieved to hear of your a- 
larming indifpofition yeflerday ; and difappointed too, 

4t not being let in. Remember my dear, that a 

friend has the fame right as a phy(ician. The eti- 
quettes of tliis town (you'll fay) fay otherwife— No 



'^ the paflionfl "^are tnterefied to conupt, muft be allowed to be tU 
'* nobleft effort of a foul frau^lit and fortified with the juAeft fe&> 
'^ timenfs of religion and vixtue." 

After reaHing^ thefe letters, the curioCty of the public x^ill be n»- 
turully excited to inquire concerning the fate of the lady to whom 
they were addrelfed. To this quefUon it will be fiifRdent to an- 
fwer. That fhe hath been dead fame years, and tliat it might gi>'e 
|;am to many worthy petfons if the circtimfiancet which attended the 
latter part of her life were difclofed, as they are generally iaH to hive 
xcHe ded Ao credit on cithea her prudence or difcretioo. 
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matter f Delicaqr and proptietf do not always con- 
ift in oUemng dieir frigid dofMnes. 

I am going out to breakfaftt but (hall be at m^ 
lodgings by eleven ; iii4iea I hope to read a fingle 
line under thy own handy that thoa art better^ and 
wilt be glad to fee thy Bramin* 

f o*clodu 

LETTER LSXXSlL 

To THK SAME. 

I GOT thy letter laft night, Elizat on my return from 
Lord Badiurft'Sy where I dined^ and where I waa 
heard (as I talked of thee an hour without interniif* 
fan) with fo much pleafure and attention, that the 
food old Lord toafted your health three different 
times I and now he is in his eighty-fifth year, tatyk 
ke hopes to live long enough to be introduced as a 
friend to my fair Indian difciple, and to fee her e- 
dipie all other nabobeiTes as much in wealth, as (h^ 
does already in exterior and (what is far better) in 
interior merit. I hope fo too.. This nobleman is an 
old fnend of mine.— — Tou know he was always the 
fnite£lor of men of wit and genius ; and has had 
dioie of the laft century, Addiibn^ Steele, Pope^ 

Swift, Prior, &c. &c. always at his table. Tho 

Bmner in which his notice began of me, was af 
fingahr as it was poHte.*— — 4Ie came up to me ond 
dqr> as I was at die Princefs of Wales's cpurt. ^ I 
* want to know you, Mr. Sterne ; but it is fit you 
** ihoBld know, aUq, who it is that wifiies di\& f\tV| 
^ Aetb. Too Jure beard, continued he, ol aa ^MSi 
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" "■Ix)r4 Bathurft, of whom your Popes* and Swifts 
" have fung and fpoken fo much :I have lived my 
V life with: geniufes of that call ; but have furvived 
** them ; and defpairing ever to find their equals^, it 
^ is fome years fince I have clofed my accounts, and 
fhut up my books, with thoughts of never open- 
ing them again ; but you have. kindled a defire in 
** me of opening them once more before I die ; 
*• which I now dO; fo go home and dine witli me;" 
— ^l^his nobleman, I fay, is a prodigy ; for at eighty- 
five he has all the wit and promptnefs of a man of 
thirty. A difppfition to be pleafed, and a power to 
pleafe others beyond whatever I knew : added to 
which, a man of learning, courtefy, and feeling. 
He heard me talk of thee, Eliza, with uncommon 

fetisfaftion ; ^for there was only a third perfon, 

and of fenfibility with us. — And a moft fentimental 
afternoon, till nine o'clock, have we pafled ! But 
thou, Eliza, weft the ftar that conducted and enli- 
ven'd the difcouiJfe. — And when I talked not of thee, 
ftill didft thAU' fill my mind, and warmed every 
thought I uttered, for I am not afhamed to acknow- 
ledge 1 greatly mifs thee. Beft of all good girls! 

the fufferings I have fuftained the whole night on 
account of thine, Eliza, are beyond my power of 
words. — AfTuredly does Heaven give ftrength prt>- 
portioned to the weight he lays upo« us \ Thou haft 
been bowed down, my ehiW, with every burden that 
Ibrrow of hearty and pain of body, could inflii^ upon 
a poor being ; and ftill thou tellefb me, thou art be- 
ginning to get cafe •,— thy fever gone, thy ficknefs, 
|h©pain inthy fide vanifliing alfo* — May every evil 
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iOU haft hardly yet taft^d. 

fo thou haft fixed thy Bramin's portrait over 
iting deflc ; and wilt confult it in all doubts 
fficulties Grateful and good girl ! Yorick 

contentedly over all thou doft ; his picture 
ot do juftice to his own complacency. 

fweet little plan and diftributibn of thy time 
ow wortliy of thee ! Indeed, Eliza, thou leav- 

nothing to diredt thee in ; thou leaveft me 
g to require, nothing to alk — ^but a continua- 
• that conduft which won my efteem, and has 
me thy friend for ever. 

f the rofes come quick back to thy cheeks, and-' 
ibies to thy lips! But truft my declaration, 

that thy huftsand (if he is tlie good feeling. . 

wifh him) will prefs thee to him with more 
. warmth and affection, and kifs thy pale, poor,. 
ed face with more tranfport than he would 
e to do, in the heft bloom of all thv- beaut v :. 
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your (hipmates are friendly beings. Tou could leaft 
difpenfe with what is contrary to your own nature, 
which is foft and gentle, Eliza**— —It would chrilise 
lavages.— —Though pity were it thott (houldft b« 
tainted with the office { How canft thou make apo-* 
logies for thy laft letter ? 'tis moft delicious to mcy 
for the very reafon you excufe it. Write to me, 
my child, only fuch. Let them fpeak the eafy care- 
leflhefs of a heart that opens itfelf, and how, and 
every how, to a. man you ought to efteem and truil. 
Such Eliza, I write to thee> — ^and fo I fhould ever 
live with thee, moft artlefsly, moft afFedionately, if 
Providence permitted thy refidence in the fame fec- 
tion of the globe:— for I am, all that honour and af- 
fe^ton can make me, 

THY BRAMIN. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

1 "WRITE this, Eliza, as Mr. James's, whilft he is 
drefRng, and the dear girl his wife, is writing, befide 
me to thee. — I got your melancholy billet before we 
fat down to dinner. *Tis melancholy indeed, my 
dear, to hear fo piteous an account of thy ficknefs ! 
Thou art encountered with evils enow, without that 
additional weight ! I fear it will fink thy poor foul, 
and body with it, paft recovery — Heaven fupply thee 
with fortitude ! We have talked of nothing but thee, 
«Eliza, and of thy fweet virtues, and endearing con- 
iuGty all the afternoon. Mrs. James and thy Bra^ 
tntn, have mixed their tears a hundred -times, in 
fpcalfjng of thy hardfliips, thy goodnefs, thy graces. 
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——The ••*♦'$ by heavens are worthlefs ! I ha¥« 
iztd enough to tremble at the articulation of the . 
one. — ^How could you, Eliza, leave them (or fuf* 
T them to leave you rather) "with impreilions the 
aft fiavoiirable ? I have told thee enough, to plant 
ifguft againft their treachery to thee, to the lait 
our of thy life I Tet ftill thou toldeft Mrs. James 
tlaft, that thou believeft they afiediionately love 
liee. — ^Her delicacy to my Eliza, and true regard to 
ler eafe of mind, have faved thee from hearing more 
rlartng proofs of their bafenefs.— For God's fake, 
^te not to them ; nor foul thy fair character with 
fuch polluted hearts — Tbey love thee ; What proof ? 
Is it their adiions that fay fo i or their zeal for thofe 
attachments, which, do thee honour, and make thee 
happy ? or their tendemefs for thy fame ? No- 

But they weep^ and fay tender things. Adieu to 

all fuch for ever. Mrs. James's honeft heart revolts 
againft the idea of ever returning them one vifit^ — ^I 
lumour her, and I honour thee, for almoft every zik 
of thy life,' but this blind partiality for an unworthy 
being. 

Forgive my zeal, dear girl, and allow me a right 
Vhich arifes only out of that fund of afFeAion I have, 
and (hall preferve for thee to the hour of my death ! 
Refle£l, Eliza, what are my motives for perpetually 
advifing thee ? think whether I can have any, but 
what proceed from the caufe I have mentioned I I 
think you are a very deferving woman; and that you 
want nothing but firmnefs, and a better opinion of 
yourfelf, to be the beft female chara£ter I know. 1 
ynihJcouldjnfpire you mth a Iharc of that NaxsAV>{* 
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your enemies l;iy to your charge (tbougli to me it ha? 
never been vifible) ; becaufe I think, in a well turned 
mind, it will produce good eflFeds. 

I probably {l>all never fee you more ; yet I flatter 
myfelf you'll fometimes think of me vnth pleafure y 
becaufe you muft be convinced I love you, and fo- 
intereft myfelf in. your reSitude, that I had tather 
hear of any evil befalling you, than your want of re- 
verence for yourfelf. I had not power to keep this re- 
monftrance in my breaft. — 'tis now out ; fo adieu. 
Heaven watch over my Eliza ! 

Thine, 

yotiick;. 

LETTER LXXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

To whom fhould Eliza apply in her diftrefs, but ttr 
her friend who loves her ? why then, my dear, da 
you apologize for her emyloying me ? Yorick would' 
be offended, and with reafon, if yc » ever fent com- 
millions to another, which he could tecute. I have- 
been with Zumps y and your piano forte muft be 
tuned from the brafs middle ftring ox -our guitarj 
which is C— — I have got you a ham me too, and a 
pair of pliers to twift your wire with \ and may eve- 
ry one of them, my diear, vibrate fweet comfort to 
my hopes ! I have bought you ten handfome brafs 
fcrews, to hang your necelTaries upon : I purchafed' 
twelve y but ftole a couple from you to put up in 
my own cabin at Cox would — I (hall nev'^er hang, or 
take my hat off one cf them, but I fhall think of yoiu 



LETTERSi 135 

I hare bought thee, moreover, a couple of iron 
fcrews, which are more to be depended on tlian brafs, 
for the globes. 

I have written alfo to Mr. Abraham Walker, pi- 
lot at Deal, that I had defpatched thefe in a packet, 
direAed^to his care ; which I defired he would fcek 
after, the moment the Deal machine arrived. I have, 
moreover, given him direftions, what fort of an arm 
chair you would want, and have diredied him to 
purchafe the beft that Deal could aflbrd, and take it, 
with the parcel, in the firfl boat tliat went oil'. 
Would I could, Eliza, fo fupply all thy wants, and 
all thy wilhes ! It would be a itate of happinefs to 
me. The journal is as it fliould be — all but its con- 
tents. Poor, jdear patient being ! I do more than pi- 
ty you; for I think I lofe both firmnefs and philofo- 
phy, as I figure to myfelf your diftrefles. Do not 
think I fpoke laft night with too much afperity of 
•***; there was caufe ; and befides, a^ good heart 
ought not to love a bad one ; and, indeed, cannot* 
But, adieu to the ungrateful fubje£l. 

I have been this morning. to fee Mrs. James — ^She 
k)ves thee tenderly, and unfeignedly. — She is alarm- 
ed for thee — ^She fays thou lookedft mod ill and me- 
lancholy on going away. She pities thee. I fhall 
Tifit her every Sunday, while I am in town. As 
this may be my laft letter> I earnellly bid thee fare- 
well. May the ..God of Kindnefs be kind to 

thee, and approve himfelf . U^y proteftor, now thou 
art defencelefa! And, for thy daily comfort, bear 
in tliy mind this truth, that whatever meafure of 
forrow and diftre(s is thy portion^ it will be repaid 
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(though fafhionable) disfigured you. But nothing" 
now could render you fuch, but the being folicitow 
to.makeyourfelf admired as a handfome one. — You 
are riot handfome, Eliza, nor is yours a face that 
will plcafe the tenth part of your beholders, — ^but are 
fomethiag more ; for I fcruple not to tell you, I nt^ 
ver faw fo intelligent, fo animated, fo good a coun- 
tenance ; nor was there (nor ever will be) that man 
of fenfe, tendornefs, and feeling, in your company 
three hours, that was not (or will not be) your ad- 
mirer, or friend, in confequence of it ; that is, if 
you aflume, or ailumed, no charaiier foreign to* 
your own, but iippeared tlie artlefs being nature de-j 
figned you for. A fometliing in your eyes, and 
voice, you poflefs in a degree more perfuafive thaa 
any woman I ever faw, read, or heard of. But it is 
that bewitching fort of n^melefs excellence, that men 
of nice fenfibility alone can be touched with. 

"Were your hufband in England, I would freely 
give him five hundred pounds (if money could pur- 
chafe the acquifition) to let you only fit by me two 
hours in a day, while I wrote my Sentimental Jour- 
ney. I am fure the work would fell fo much the 
better for it, tliat I fhoidd be reimburfed the furo 
more than feven times told. — I would not give nine- 
pence for the picture of you the Newnhams have 
got executed — It is the refemblance of a conceited, 
made-up coquette. Your eyes, and the ihape of 
your face (the -latter the moll perfeft oval I ever 
faw) which are perfections that muft ftrike the 
moil indifferent judge, becaufe they are equal to 
any of God's works in a Cmilar way, and finer thaa 



:e. ine -^^^^'s who verity tne cnaracter i 
ve of teazing, or flicking like pitch, or bird- 
nt a card that they would wait on Mrs, **** 
ay. — She fent back, that (he was engaged, 

;en to meet at Ranelagh, to-night. She 

d, fhe did not go. — She fays, if fhe allows 
: footing, fhe never fhall get rid of the ac- 
ice ; which fhe is refolved to drop at once. 
ows them. She knows they are not her 

nor yours ; and the firfl ufe they would 

being with her, would be to facriiice you 
[if they could) a fecond time. Let her not 
:t her not, my dear, be a greater friend to 
Lan thou art to thyfelf. She begs I will re- 
ny requefl to you, that you will not write to 

It will give her, and thy Bramin, inexpref- 
in. Be afTured, all this is not without rea- 

her fide. I have my reafons too ; the firfl 
;h is, that I fliculd grieve to excefs, if Eliza 
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LETTER LXXXVn. 

'• TO THE SAME. 

1 THINK you could ^St no otherwife than you did 
with the young foldier. There was no (hutting the 
door againft him^ either in politenefs or humanity. 
Thou telleft me he feems fufceptible of tender im- 
preflions ; and that before Mifs Light has failed a 
fortnight, he will be in love with her. Now I 
think it a thoufand times more likely that he attaches 
himfelf to thee, Eliza ; becaufe thou art a thoufand 
times more amiable. . Five months with Eliza ; and 
in the fame room; and an amorous fon of Man 
befides ! — " // can no be maJferP The fun, if he 
could avoid it, would not ihine upon a dunghill ; 

but his rays are fo pure, Eliza, and celeftial, ^I 

never heard that they were polluted by it. — ^Juft 
fuch will thine be, deareft child, in this, and every 
fuch iituation you will be expofed to, till thou art 
fixed for life. But thy difcretion, thy wifdom, 
thy honour, the fpirit of thy Yorick, and thy owil 
fpirit, which is equal to it, will be thy ableft couii- 
fellors. 

Surely, by this time, fomething is doing for thy 
accommodation. — But why may not clean waihing 
and rubbing do inftead of painting your cabin, as it 
is to be hung ; Paint is fo pernicious, both to your 
nerves and lungs, and will keep you fo much longer 
too, out of your apartment; where I hc^>e, yoa 
iriJJ pafs fome of your happieft hours* 
/ /ear tbe beft of your ftu^noXse^ icc^ ^t2c\ ^«od^ 
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as is to be expe^ed. If any of them are 
[ lejoice ;— thou wilt want every aid ; and 
f due to have them. Be cautious only, my 
of intimacies. Good hearts are open, and 
turally into them. Heaven infpire thine with 
de, in this, and every deadly trial. Beft of 
work% farewell ! Love me, I befeech thee ; 
member me for ever I 

n, my Eliza, and ever will be, in the moft 
rehenfive fenfe. 

Thy friend, 

YORICK. 

3. Probably you will have an opportunity of 
g to me by fome Dutch or French (hip, or 
the Cape de Verd Iflands—- — it will reach me 
tow. 
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epUeplV. I hope you will have left the flup ; and 
rftat my letters may meet, and gree^ you, as you get 
out of your poft-chaife, at Deal— When you have 
{^t them all, put them, my; dear, into fome order. 
T he firft eight or nine are numbered: but I 
\nrote the reft without that diredlioa to thee ; but 

thou wilt find them out, by the 4ay. or hour, which, 
I hope, I have generally prefixed to them. When 
they are got together, in chronological order, few 
them together under a cover. . I truft tliey will be a 
perpetual refuge to thee, from time to time ; and 
that thou wilt (when weary of fools, and unintereft- 
ing difcourfe) retire, and converfe an hour with 
them, and me. 

I have not tad power or the heart,, to aim at en- 
livening any one of tliem, with a fmgle ftroke of wit 
or humour ; but they contain fomething better ; and 
what you will feci more fuited to your fituation— 
a long detail of much advice, truth and knowledge. 
I hope, too, you will perceive loofe touches of an 
honeft heart, in every one of them ; and will give 
thee more ground of truft and reliance upon Yorick, 
than all that laboured eloquence could fupply. Lean 
then thy whole weight, Eliza, upon them and upon 
me. ** May poverty, diftrefs, anguifti, and fhame, 
«< be my portion, if ever I give thee reafon to repent 

<< the knowledge of me !" ^With this aflevera- 

tion, made in the prefence of a juft God, I pray to 
him, that fo it mrty fpeed with me, as I deal can- 
didly and hpnourably with thee ! I would not mif- 
lead thee, Eliza j I would not injure tlice, in tlie 
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opinion of a fingle individual, for the richeft crown 
the proudeft monarch wears. 

Remember, that while I have life and power, 
whatever is mine, you may ftyle, and think, yours. 
T hough forry fhould I be, if ever my friend^ 
fliip was put to the teft thus, for your own delica- 
cy's fake. — Money and counters are of equal ufe, in 
my opinion y they both ferve to fet up with. 

I hope you will anfwer me this letter ; but if 
thou art debarred by the elements, which hurry thee 
away, I will write one for thee j and knowing it is 
fuch a one as thou would'ft have written, I will re- 
gard it as my Eliza's. 

Honour, and happinefs, and health, and comforts 
of every kind, fail along with thee, thou moft worthy 
of girls ! I will live for thee, and my Lydia — be rich 

for the dear children of my heart gain wifdom, 

gain fame, and happinefs, to fliare with them 

with thee 'and her, in my old age. — Once for 

all, adieu. ^Preferve thy life , fteadily purfue the 

ends we propofed ; and let nothing rob thee of thofe 
powers Heaven has given thee for thy well-being. 

What can t add more, in the agitation of mind 
I am in, and within five minutes of the lad pofb- 
man's bell, but recommend thee to Heaven, and re- 
commend myfelf to Heaven with thee, in tlie fame 
fervent ejaculation, ** That we may be happy, and 
** meet again ; if not in this world, in the next."— 
Adieu — I am tliine, Eliza, gfFeftionately, and ever- 



I iaftingly. 



YORICK. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

TO THE SAME 

\ WISH to God, EHzai it was poflible to poftpone 
the voyage to India for another year, — ^For I am 
firmly perfuaded within my own hearty ^at diy 
hufband could never limit thee with regard to 
time, 

I fear that Mr. B has exaggerated matters.-^ 

I like not his countenance. It is abfolutely kiUix^. 
--Should evil befal thee, what will he not^Jiave to 
anfwer for ? I know not the being that will be de- 
ferving of fo much pity, or that I fhall hate more. 

He will be an outcaft alien ^In which cafe I will 

be a father to thy children, my good girl ! — therefore 
take no thought about them. — 

But, Eliza, if thou art fo very ill, ftill put off all 
thoughts of returning to India this year. — Write to 
your hufband — tell him the truth of your cafe,— If 
he is the generous, humane man you defcribe him 
to be, he cannot but applaud yoiir conduct. ■■ I 
am credibly informed, that his repugnance to your 
living in England arifes only from the dread, which 
has entered his brain, that thou mayeft run liim in 
'debt beyond thy appointments, and that he muft 
difcharg^ them— That fuch a creature Aiould be fa- 
crificed for the paltry confideration of a few hun* 
dreds, is too, too hard! Oh! my child! that I couk!^ 
with propriety, indemnify him for' every charge, 
even to the laft mite, that thou haft been of to him I 
With joy would I give \um rcv^ 'wVicsV^ ^^jfclftajw;.^?— 



Id ; but, trull me, my dear, you owe much 
to yourfelf. — ^Return, therefore, from Deal, 
ontinue ill. — ^I will prefcribe for you, gratis, 
►u are not the firft woman, by many, I have 
for, with fuccefs. I will fend for my wife 
ghter, and they (hall carry you in purfuit 
h, to Montpellier, the wells of Bancois, the 
whither then wilt. Thou ihalt dire£l them ' 
ce parties of pleafure in what corner of the 
mcy points out to tliee. We Ihall fifli upon 
Ics of Arno, and lofe ourfelves in the fweot 
hs of its valleys. — And then thou fliouldell: 
to us, as I fiave once or twice heard thee, 
1 loft, Fm loft" — ^but we fhould find thee, 
ay Eliza.— —Of a fimilar nature to this, was 
lyfician's prefcriptlon ! " Ufe gentle exercife, 
►ure fouthem air of France, or milder Naples 
with the fociety of friendly, gentle beings." 
J man ! He certainly entered into your feel- 
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on yourfelf. — ^Therc is a dignity in venerable afflic- 
tion, which will not allow it to appeal to die world 
for pity or redrefs. Well have you fupported that 
charafter, my amiable, philofophic friend ! And, 
indeed, I begin to think you have as many virtues 
as my uncle Toby's widow. — I don't mean to inlinu- 
ate, hufTey, that my opinion is no better founded 
than his was of Mrs. Wadman ; nor do I conceiv^ 
It poflible for any Trim to convince me it is equally 
fallacious. — ^I am fure, while I have my reafon, it b 
not. — Talking of widows— pray, Eliza, if ever you 
are fuch^ do not tlunk of giving yourfelf to fome 
wealthy nabob— becaufe I defign to marry you my- 

fclf My wife cannot live long — (he has fold all 

the provinces in France already— and I know not 
the woman I fhould like fo well for her fubftitate 
as yourfelf. — ^Tis true, I am ninety-five in con- 

ftitution, and you but twenty-five ^rather too 

|i;rcat a difparity this 1 but what I want in youdi, 

I will make up in wit and good humour. — ^Not Swift 
1o loved his Stella, Scarron his Maintenon, or Wal- 
ler his Sacharifla, as I will love and fing thee, my 
wife eleft ! All thofe names, eminent as they werci 
fiiiill give place to thine, Eliza. Tell me, in anfwer 
to thisj tliat you approve and honour the propo&l| 
:nd thPit you would (like tlie Spedbtor's miftrefs) 
l.avc more joy in putting on an old man's flipper, 
tlian aflbciating with the gay, the vobjptucus, and the 
young.— i — Adieu, my Simplicia ! 

Yours, 

TRISTRAM. 



I 



if Aft ELIZA I 

iTE been within the verge of the gates of deatlu 
^8 ill the laft time I wrote to you, and appro- 
ve of what would be the confequcnce. — My 
were but too well founded ; for, in ten mi- 
after I difpatched my letter, this poor, fine 
frame of Yorick's gave way, and I broke a vef- 
my breaft, and could not ftop the lofs of blood, 
3ur this morning. I have filled all tliy India 
:erchiefs with it — ^It came, I think, from my 
! I fell afleep tlirough weaknefs. At C\x I a- 
, with the bofom of my fliirt deeped in tears. 
imt I was fitting under the canopy of Indolence, 
hat thou earned into the room, with a (haul in 
and, and told me, my fpirit had flown to thee 
e Downs., with tidings of my fate j and that 
.vere come to adminifter what confolation filial 
tion could beftow^ and to receive my parting 
h and blefling. — ^With that you folded the fliaul 
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ears — " Blefs me even alfo, my father !* ^ ■ . B leff- 
ings attend thee, thou child of my heart I 

By bleeding is quite flopped, and I feel the .prio* 
ciple of life ftrong within me : fo be not alarmed, 

Eliza 1 know I fhall do well. I have ate my 

breakfaft with hunger ; and I write to thee with a 
pleafflre arifing from that prophetic impreflion in my 
imagination, that << all will terminate to our heaits 
«« content.** Comfort thyfelf eternally with this per- ! 
fuafion, that " the b^ft of beings (as thouhaft fweet- 
** ly exprefled it) could not, by a combination of ac- 
** cidents, produce fuch a chain of events, merely ^ 
** to be the fource of mifery to the leading perfon 
*< engaged in them." The obfervation was very ap- 
plicable, very good, and very elegantly exprefled. I 
wifli my memory did juftice to the wording of it.— 
Who taught you the art of writing fo fweely, Eliza? 

—You have abfolutely exalted it to a fcience \ 

When I am in want of ready cafh, and ill health 
will not permit my genius to exert itfelf, I IhsJl 
print your letters, as finifhed eflays, '* by an unfor- 
tunate Indian lady.** The ftyle is new, and would 
dmoft be a fufficient recommendation for their fell- 
ing well, without merit — ^but their fenfe, natural 
eafe, and fpirit, is not to be equalled, I believe, lA 
this fection of the globe 5 nor, I will anfwer for it, 
by any of your country-women in yours — ^I hav^ 
ihown your letter to Mrs. B — , and to half the li-* 
terati in town ■ Y ou fhall not be angry with vct^ 
for it, becaufe I meant to do you honour by it. ■ '" 
You C'dnnot imagine how many admirers your epi ^^ 
tohry proc)u^ion6 have giincA ^ou^ ^i^-^x xves^-^ \vt\j^'" 



LETTERS. 149 

ei your external merits, I only \roncIer where thou 
couldft acquire thy graces, thy goodnefs, thy accom- 
plifliments^^^fo conne&ed ? fo educated! Nature has 

(urely ftudied to make thee her peculiar care for 

thou art (and not in my eyes alone) the bed and fair- 
eft of all her works. 

And fo this is the lall letter thou art to receive 
from mc ; becaufe the Earl of Chatham * (I read in 
the papers) is got to the Downs ; and the wind, I 
find is fair. If fo— blefled woman ! take my laf^, 
laft farewell !— Cherifti the remembrance of me ; 
think how I cfteem^ nay, how affediionateJy I love 
thee, and what a price I fet upon thee ! Adieu, 
adieu ; and with my adie u - " let me gire thee one 
ftnight rule of condud^, that thou haft heard from 
mj lips in a thoufand forms-— but I concentre it in 
one word, 

REVERENCE THYSELF. 

Adieu, once more, Eliza ! May no anguifli of 
heart plant a wrinkle upon thy face, till I behold it 
again ! May no doubts or mifgivings difturb the fe- 
renity of thy mind, or awaken a painful thought a- 

bout thy children — for they arc Yorick's and 

Yorick is thy friend for ever ! — Adieu, adieu, adieu ! 

P. S. Remember, that hope fhortens all journeys, 
bjr fweetening them — fo fing my little ftanza on the 
fttbjeft with the devotion of an hymn, every morn- 
ing when thou arifefl, and thou wilt eat thy break- 
&ft with fnore comfort for it. 

* By the Kewfpapen of the times, it appears thai the Hsri #/ 
^Mm Eaft litdinggm ftiled from Ostl, Apiil 3. 17^), 

C3 
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^<^Oi^ roA, irJ Hygeia go with thee ! May'ft 

.-^v vv^KCsnb Jn peace and affluence, to illume 

Iv, uvrH: i I *"% ^^ ^^^^ ^^> ^^ ^^^ *^ deplore 

-. s^>» iR^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ congratulate and 

FARE THEE WELL ! 



LETTER XCI. 

TO MISS STERNE. 

Bond Street, April 9. 1767. 

Tkis letter, my dear Lydia, will diftrefs thy good 
K^^^ for from the beginning thou wilt perceive no 

^^jiffiaining ftrokes of humour in it 1 cannot bcf 

^.jif^rful when a thoufand melancholy ideas furround 
^ij^ ■-! have met with a lofs of near fifty pounds, 
«'hich I was taken in for in an extraordinary man- 

^ ^but what is that lofs in comparifon of one I 

iiuiy experience ? Friendfhip is the balm and cor- 

liiai of life, and without it, 'tis a heavy load not 
worth fuftaining. — I am unhappy — thy mother and 
ihyfelf at a diftance from me, and what can com- 

j»enfate for fuch a deftitution ? for God's fake, 

perfuade her to come and fix in England, for life is 

too fhort to wafte in feparation and whilft fhe 

Jives in one country, and I in another, many people 
will fuppofe it proceeds from choice — ^befides, I want 
t hce near m^e thou child and darling of my heart ! 
I nni in a melancholy mood, and my Lydia's eyes 
in'/I fiunrt with weeping, when I tell her tlie caufe 
'Aat now yiFccls me. — 1 ^m ;x^\ixfe\m\^vs^ ;2£x^ ^<t^\ 
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friend I mentioned in my laft letter is going into a 

decline 1 was with her two days ago, and I never 

beheld a being fo altered— fhe has a tender frame, 
and looks like a drooping lily, for the rofes are fled 
from her cheeks — I can never fee or talk to this in- 
comparable woman without burfting into tears 1 

have a thoufand obligations to her, and I owe her 
more than her whole fex, if not all the world put 
together She has a delicacy in her way of think- 
ing that few poflefe — our converfations are of tlie 
mod intercfting nature, and fhe talks to me of quit- 
ting this world, with more compofure tlian others 
think of living in it. — I hiive wrote an epitaph, of 
which I fend thee a copy — ^Tis exprcflive of her mo- 
deft worth — ^but may Heaven reftore her I and may 
file live to write mine ! 

r Columns and laboured urns hat vainly ITiow 

i An idle ^ne of decorated woe. 

I Tlie fwcet companion, and the friend iincere, 

* Need no mechanic help to force tlie tear, 

f In heart-fdt numbers, never meant to ihine, 

I TwilJ flow eternal o'er a herfe like thine. 

•♦ Twill flow whilft gentle goodnefs has one friend. 
Or kindred tempers have a tear to lend . 

Say all that is kind of me to thy mother, and be- 

Keve me, my Lydia, tliat I love thee moll truly — 

/ Soadieu^— I am what lever w^s, and hope ever 

fiiaU be» 

Thy afFeftionate fatlier, 

L, s. 

As tb Mr. , by your defcription he is a fat 

foA I beg you will not give up your llnv^i to tiOa 

G4 
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a being — Send me fome batons pour ies dents-^thett 
are none good here. 



LETTER XCIL 

TO LADY P. 
Moant Coffieehoule, THieiciay, 3 o^dodc* 

1 HERE is a ftrange mechanical efFeft produced in 
writing a billet-doux within a ftone-cait of the lady 
who engrofles the heart and foul of an inamorato— 
For this caufe (but moftly becaufe I am to dine in 
this neighbourhood) have I, Triftram Shandy, come 
forth from my lodgings to a cofFeehoufe the neareft 
I could find to my dear Lady ■■ 's houfej and have 
called for a iheet of gilt paper, to try the truth of 
this article of my creed— Now for it 

O my dear lady, what a dlfliclout of a foul haft 
thou made of me ! — I think, by the by, this is a 
little too familiar an introduftion for fo imfamiliar a 
iituation as I ftand in with you— where heaven 
knows I am kept at a diftance-^and defpair of get- 
ting one inch nearer you with all the fteps and 

wintiings I can think of to recommend myfelf to 
yfon — Would not anv man in his fenfes run diame- 
trically from you — and as far as his legs would carry 
him, rather than thus caufelefsly, foolifhly, and fool- 
liardily cxpofc himfelf afrefh— ^ — and afrefti, where 
his heart and his reafon tells him he (hall be fure to 
come ofF lofer, if not totally undone ? — ^Why would 
VDU tell mo you would be glad to fee. me ? — J)o«s it 
^ivc yoxx plcafure to make me more unhappy— or 



docs it add to your triumph, that your eyes and lips 
have turned a man into a fool, whom the reft of tlie 
town is courting as a wit ? — I am a fool — ^tlie weak- 
eft, the moft duftile, the moft tender fool that ever 
voman tried the weaknefs of — and the moft unfettlcd 
in my purpofes and refolutions of recovering my right 
mind. — ^It is but an hour ago, that I kneeled down 
and fwore I never would come near you — and after 
faying my Lord's Prayer for the fake of the clofe, 
ff not being led into temptation — out I fallied like any 
Chriltian hero, ready to take tlie field againft the 
world, the fleih, and the devil j not doubting but I 
(hould finally trample them all down under my feet 
—And now I am got fo near you— within this vile 
ftone's caft of your houfe — I feel myfelf drawn in 
to a vortex, that has turned my brain upfide down- 
irards \ and though t had purchafed a box ticket to 
urry me to Mifs ♦***»***8 benefit, yet I know 
rery well, that was a fingle line diredied to me to 

let me know Lady would be alone at feven, " 

and fuffer me to fpeiid the evening with her, ftie 
would infallibly fee every thing verified I have told 

her. — ^I dine at Mr. C r's in Wigmore Street, in 

this neighbourhood, where I ihall ftay till fcven, in 
hopes you purpofe to put me to this proof. If I hear 
nothing by that time, I ihall conclude you are bet- 
ter difpofed of — and ihall take a forry hack, and for- 

lily jog on to the play Curfe on the word. I 

know nothing but foiry except this one thing, 

4at I love you (perhaps fooliflily, but) 

Moft fiuccvcly, 

L. STLRNE. 
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LETfER XCm, 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

Old Bond Sirceti Apiil 21. 1767* 

1 AM iincerely afFedlecl, my dear Mr. and Mrs. 

J , by your friendly inquiry, and the intereft 

you are fo good to take in my health. God knows 
I am not able to give a good account of myfelf, hav- 
ing pafTed a bad night in much feveriih agitation.— 
My phyfician ordered me to bed, and to keep there- 
in till fome favourable change 1 fell ill the mo- 
ment I got to my lodgings-: ^he fays it is owing to 

my taking James's Powder, and venturing out on fo' 
cold a day as Sunday^— but he is miftaken, for I 
am certain whatever bears the name muft have eflt-' 
cacy with me — ^I was bled yefterday, and again to- 
day, and have been almoft dead ; but this friendly 
inquiry from Gerrard Street has poured balm into 
what blood I have left— I hope ftill, and (next to 
the fenfe of what I owe my friends) it fhall be the 

laft pleafurable fenfation I will part with if I 

continue mending, it will yet be fome time before I 
fliall have ftrength enough to get out in a carriage— 

my firft vifit will be a vifit of true gratitude ^I 

leave my kind friends to guefs where— a thoufand 
bleiTings go along witli this, 7^d may Heaven pre- 
fervc you both — Adieu, my dear Sir, and dear lady. 

I am your ever obliged, 

L. STERNF.' 
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LETTER xcnr. 

TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Bond StteeC, Salutda/ [Acril 25.] 1767. 

I WAS very forry, my good Sancho> that I was not 
It home to return my compliments by you for the 
great courtefy of the Duke of M — g — ^'s family 
to me, in honouring my lift of fubfcribers wkh their 

names — ^for which I bear them all thanks. But 

Tou have fomething to add, Sancho,. to what I owe 
your good-will alfo on this account, and that is, to 
fend me the fubfcription money, which I find a ne- 
ceffity of dunning my beft friends for before I leave 

town to avoid the perplexities of both keeping 

pecuniary accounts (for which I have very flender 
talents), and coUefiing them (for which 1 have -nei- 
ther ftrcngth of body or mind); and fo, good Sancho, 
dun the Duke of M. the Duchefs of M. and Lord 
M. for their fubfcriptions, and lay the fin, and mo- 
ney with it too,, at my door — I wifli fo good a family 
every bkffing they merit, along with my humblelt 
compliments. You know, Sancho,. that I am your 
fiiend and wellwiflier. 

L. STLRNE. 

P. S. I leave town on Friday morning — and flioulft 
on Tburfday, but that I ftay to dine with Lord nud 
Lady S- 



&& 
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LETTER XCV. 

TO THE EARL OF S— 



» LO»D, CMd Bond Street, May i. 1767I 

I WAS yefterday taking leave of all the town, wth 

an intention of leaving it this day, but I am detained 
by the kindnefs of Lord and Lady S — , who have 

made a party to dine and fup on my account 1 

am impatient to fet out for my folitude, for there the 
mind gains ftrength, and learns to lean upon herfelf 
— ^In the world it feeks or accepts of a few treacher* 
ous fupports— — the feigned compaffion of one — the 
flattery of a fecond— the civilities of a third — the 
friendAiip of a fourth — they all deceive, and bring 
A€ mind back to where mine is retreating, to retire- 
ment, reflexion, and books. My departure is fixed 
for to-morrow morning, but I could not think of 
quitting a place where I have received fuch number- 
tefs and unmerited civilities from your Lordfliip, with- 
out returning my mod grateful thanks, as well ai 
my hearty iicknowlcdgements for your friendly in- 
quiry from Bath, Illnefs, my Lotd, has occafioneJ 
my filcnce — Death knocked at my door, but I woulJ 
not admit him — the call was both unexpefted and 
unplcafant — and I am ferioufly worn down to a fha- 

doW and ft ill very weak •, but weak as I am, 

1 have as whimfical a ftory to tell you as ever befel 
one pi my family — ^Shandy's nofe, his name, hia 
fafh- window, are fools to it — it will ferve at Icaft to 
amufe you— -"^rhe injury I did niyfclf liill month in 
catching cold upon James^s powder — fell, you Biuft 



knoiWi \ipon Ac word part it could— the moft pain- 
ful, and moft dangerous of any in the human body. 
It was on thb crifis I called in an able furgeon, and 
with him an able phyfician (both my friends) to in- 
fpeft my difafter—- ^*Tis a venereal cafe, cried my 
two fcientific friends — ^Tls impoffible, however, to 
be that, replied I — for I have had no commerce 
whatever with the fex, not even with my wife, added 

I, thefe fifteen years. You are, however, my good 

friend, faid the furgeon, or there is no fuch cafe in 
the world ^What the devil, faid I, without know- 
ing woman ? — ^We will not reafon about it, faid the 
phyfician, but you muft undergo a courfe of mercury 
I will lofe my life firft, faid I — ;and truft to na«» 
tare, to time, or at the worft to death— So I put 
an end, with fome indignation, to the conference—-— 
and determined to bear all the torments I underwent, 
and ten times more, rather than fubmit to be treated 
like a Jinner^ in a point where I had aded like a 
^io/,— Now, as the father of mifchief would have it, 
who has no pleafure like that of difbonouring the 
righteous, it fo fell out that from the moment I dif* 
miffed my doAors, my pains began to rage with a 
violence not to be expreffed, or fupported. Every 

hour became more intolerable I was got to bed, 

cried out, and raved the whole night, and was got 
up fo near dead, that my friends infilled upon my 
fending again for my phyfician and furgeon. I told 
them upon the word of a man of honour they were 
both miftaken as to my cafe — but though they had 
reafoned wrong, they might a£t right-, but xivaX^ 
Aarp as myfufferings were^ I felt them ivot fo ft^^^-^ 
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as the imputation which a veneral treatment of my 
c;ife laid me under— They anfwered, that thcfe 
taints of the blood laid dormant twenty years ; hut 
they would not reafon with me in a point wherein I 
was fa delicate, but would do all the office for which 
they were called in, namely, to put an end to my 
torment, which otherwife would put an end to me 
■ and fo I have been compelled to furrender my*^ 
felf — and thus, my dear Lord, has your poor friend> 
with all his fenfibilities, been fufFering the challife- 
ment of the grofieft fenfualift. — ^Was it not as ridi- 
culous an embarraflment as ever Yorick's fjpirit was. 

involved in ? ^Nothing but the pureft confcience 

of innocence could have tempted me to write this 
ftory to my wife, which by the by would make na 
bad anecdote in Triftram Shandy's Life, I have 

mentioned it in my journal to Mrs. • In fome 

refpedls there is no difference between my wife and 
berfelf — when they fare alike, neither can reafonably 
complain — 1 have juft received lettfers from France, 
with fome hints that Mrs. Sterne and my Lydia are 
coming to England to pay me a vifit — ^If your time 
is not better employed, Yorick flatters himfelf he 
(hall receive a letter from your loxdihip, en attendants 
I am with the greateft regard,, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 
Moft faitliful and humble fervant, 

L. STBILKfi* 
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urns xzT 

TO J. 



X VAS going tnj dear D- 



•r^ zz. Z!^z z*s2^t . re- 
ceived your kind inquirr, zac nrrr ir.T r\: ix fiu-:^^ 
at my door to taike and ccEiTry diir pure b:i;T r; .:« 

legal fettlement. 1 a=i ili, t-tt ili, — 1 i:^^^C*. 

moft affe&inglv. — ^I an: iict >:»:h :':•:!: iJid bctT. 



it is a cordial to me to Lear it is di'Etrtz.z -ariti t; _ — 
no man interefts Limfelf mere in rc^ur happ:r.*:"<s 
and I am glad you are in fo {^ a rosd to :: — fr.^cr 

it long, my D. whilft I — no matter what b'j: r.:v 

feelings are too nice for the world I live in — th.-i^? 
will mend. — I dined yefterday with Lord and L-iiiv 
S — ; we talked much of you, and your gcin^s on — 
for every one knows why Sunbury Hill is lb plcaunt 
a (ituation !— You rogue ! you have locked up my 
boots — and I go bootlefs home — and I fear I Ihall go 
bootlefs all my li fe Adieu, gentlcft and beft of 
fouls — Adieu. 

I am yours moft aflfeftionately, 

L. STERNE. 

LETTER XCVIL 

TO J—— H S , BSq. 

MT DEAB covsiVi Newtfk, Monday icn oViork, morrHni^ 
I HAVE got conveyed thus far like a bale of cadave- 
rous goods configned to Pluto and Company 

Ijijig- in d2C Ifottom of my chaifc moft o£ O^i*; T^^^xV' > 
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upon a large pillow which I had the prev&jance 
purchafe before I fet but— —I am worn out- 



( 



but prefs on to Bamaby Mor to nightf and if poffil 
to York the next. — I know not -what is the matt 
with me — ^but fome derangement preffes hard up< 

this machine (till I think it will not be orerl 

this bout. — ^My love to G. — We (hall all meet fro 
the eail, and from the fouth, and (as at the laft) I 
happy together— My kmd refpeSs to a few. 
I am, dear H. 

Truly yours, 

L. sterh: 

LETTER XCVra. 

TO A. L— — E, Esq. 
DSAB X — I, Coxwould, Jttne 7. 176 

1 HAD not been many day^ at this peaceful cottag 
"before your letter greeted me with the feal of frienc 
fliip, and moil cordially do I thank you for fo kin 

a proof of your good-will ^I was truly anxious t 

hear of the recovery of my fentunental friend — but 
would not write to inquire after her, unlefs I couI< 
have fent her the teftimony without the tax, fo 
even howd^yes to. invalids, or thofe that have late 
ly been fo, either call to mind what is paft, 
what may return— at leaft 1 find it fo. I am a 
happy as a prince at Coxwould — and 1 wi(h yoi 
could fee in how princely a manner I live — ^*tis ; 
land of plenty. I fit down alone to venifon, fift 
Mnd wj7d-fowl, or a coup\e o? fo>i;ls or ducks, witl 
curds^ and ftrawberrks ^xud cr^t^ir*^ ^^A ^ ^^ ^^:wc^ 
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plenty which a rich Talley (under Hamilton HWU) 
can produce, with a dean cloth on my table 

and a bottle of wine on my right hand to drink your 

health. I have a hundred hen3 and chickens about 

my yard — and not a parifhioner catches a hare, or a. 

rabbity or a trout, but he brings it as an offering to 

tne. If folitude would cure a love-fick heart, I 

would give you an invitation-— 4}ut abfence and time 

leflen no attachment which virtue infpires. I am 

m high fpirits— care never enters this cottage I 

take the air every day in my poft-ch^fe, with two 

long tailed horfes-— — they turn out good ones ; and 

as to myfelf, I think I am better upon the whole for 

the medicines and regimen I fubmitted to in town-— i 

May you, dear L--— , want neither the one nor the 

«dier} 

Yours truly, 

t. STEEMS. 



. LETTER XCIX, 

TO THE SAME. 

CoKwould, Jimc 30. 17<37« 

1 AM in dill better health, my dear L e, than 

when I wrote !aft to you, ounng I believe to my rid- 
ing out eTCTT day with my friend H , whofe 

caMe l:es near the Tea — and there is a beech as even 
as a mhror, of five miles in length, before it, — where 
we dailr ran races in our chaifes, vr.ih one wheel in 

the fea, 2rd d:e cdier or. iznd. — ^D luis domTv- 

fd his /iur Ind^ sr.d Ui this poft 1%X ^l•iX« ^ 
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inquiries after Yorick and his Bramin. He is a good 
fauly and ifitereils himfelf much in our fate.*— I can- 
not forgive you, L e , for your folly in faying you 

intend to get introduced to the . I defpife 

theni> ^and I fliall hold your underftanding much 
cheaper than I now do, if you perfift in a refolution 
fo unworthy of you.— I fuppofe Mrs. J — telling 
you they were fenfible, is the ground-work you go 
upon — By — they are not clever ; though what is 
commonly called wit, may pafs for literature on the 
other fide of Temple-Bar.— —You fay Mrs. J — 
thinks them amiable — ike judges too favourably ; but 
I have put a ftop to her intentions of vifiting them. 
—They Jlre bitter enemies of mincj and I am even, 
with them^ La Bramin affured me they ufed theif 
endeavours with her to break off her friendfliip with 
me, for reafons I will not write, but tell you. — I 
faid enough of them before fhe left England, and 
though {he yielded to me in every other point, yet 
in this ihe obftinately perfifted. — Strange infatusK 
tion ! — but I think I have effefted my purpofe by it 
falfity, which Yorick's friendihip to the Bramin caa 

only juftify. 1 wrote her word that the molt 

amiable of women reiterated my requeft, that fli^ 
would not write to them. I faid too, fhe had con-^ 
cealed many things for the fiike of her peace 
mind— when in faft, L "C , this was merely 
child of my own brain^ Mrs. J— ''s by adoption, 
enforce the argimient I had before urged fo ftrongly— -- 
—Do not mention tliis circumftance to Mrs. J— :^ 
t'Hrould difplezk her— -and I had no. defign m i 
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>ut for the Bramin to be a friend to herfelf. ^I 

lughc nov7 to be bufy from fun-rife tofun-fet, for I 
lave a book to write— a wife to receive-i-an eftate 
x> fell — a parifli to fuperintend, and what 18 worfC 
of all a difquieted heart to reafoii with-^thefe are 
ccmtinual calls upon me. I have received half a' 
dozen letters to prefe me to join my friends at Scar- 
borough, but I am at prefent deaf to them all. 
I perhaps may pafs a few days there fomething later 
in the fcafon, not at prefent — and fo, dear L c , 
adieu. 

I am moft cordially yours^ 

h* STERNS. 

LETTER C. 

TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

m 

Coiwoiild, June 50. [1767.] 

1 MUST acknowledge the courtefy of my good friend 
Sancho's letter, were I ten times bufier than I an\, 
and muft thank him too for the many expreflions of 
his good-will and good opinion— 'Tis all affe^ation 
to fay a man is not gratified with being praifed — we 
Only want to bc.fincere ^and then it will be ta- 
ken, Sancho, as kindly as yours. I left town very 
poorly — and with an , idea I was taking leave of it 

for ever-i ^but good air, a quiet retreat, and quiet 

tefle&ions along with it, with an afs to milk, and 
another to ride upon, (if I choofe it), all together do 
wonders. — I fliall live this year at leaft, I hope, be 
U but to give the world, before I cjuit it, asgpod ita- 
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preffions of me, as you have Sancho. I would on*< 
ly covenant for jufl fo much health and fpirzts as aie 
Xufficient to carry my pen through the talk I have 
fst it this fummer.*^But I am a refigned being, San- 
cho, and take health and ficknefs, as I do light and 
darknefs^ or the viciflitudes of (ezfoti^^ — that ifl, 
juft as it ptieafes God to fend them-— and accommo* 
date myfelf to their periodical returns as well as I 
can-— -K>nly taking care, whatever befals me in diis 
filly world— not to lofe my temper at it. ■ T his I 
believe, friend Sancho, to be the trueft philofophy— 
for this we muft be indebted to ourfehres, but not to 
our fortunes. — Farewel— — I hope you wilhnot for- 
get your cuftom of giving me a call at my lodgings 
next winter-— -In the mean time, I am very cor- 
dially, 

My honefl friend Sanchoj 
Yours, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER CI. 



TO MR. AND MRS, J- 



CoKwouW» July 6. rjGj. 

It IS With as much true gratitude as ever heart felt, 
that I fit down to thank my dear friends Mr. and 
Mrs. J ■ ■ ■■ for the continuation of their attention to 
me J but for this laft inftance of their humanity and 
poKtenefs to me, I muft ever be their debtor— —I 
never can thank you enough, my dear friends, 
^d yet I thank you from my foul— and for the fi»gl« 
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lajr^s happinefs your goodnefs would have fent me, 
wifh I could fend you back thoufands— I cannot^ 
lut they will come of themfelves — and fo God blefs 
fou> - ■ ! have had twenty times my pen in my 
tiasd fince I came down, to write a letter to you both 
n Gerrard Street^ but I am a fliy kind of ^ ilbul at 
he bottom, dnd have a jealoufy about tsoubling my 
Tien^s^ especially, about myfelf. — ^I am now got per* 
ie£biy well, but wa$, a month after my arrival in the 
M>untryt in but a poor ftat e my body has got the 
(tarty and is at prefent more at eafe than my mind 
— 4iut this world is a fchool of trials, and fo Hea* 
Ten's will be done !^ hope you have both enjoyed 
all that I have wanted— and to complete your joy, 
diat your little lady flourifhes like a vine at your 
table, to which I hope to fee her preferred by next 
winter. — I am now beginning to be truly bufy at my 
Sentimental Journey — the pains and forrows of this 
life having retarded its progre£s — ^but I fhall make up 
my lee- way, and overtake every body in a very fliort 
time. 

What can I fend you that Yorkfhire produces ? 
tell me — I want to be of ufe to you, for I am, my 
dear friends, with the trued value and efteem. 

Your very obliged, 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER CIL 

. ■ • : ■ • 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. . 
SAT DIAX PANCHAVD, •/ = > . Yflik, JuI/ tO. 1 767. ' 

He' fo kind as to forward what letters are for Mrs. 
Sterne at your office by" to-day's poft, or the next, 
and fhe will receive thehi before (he quits Avignon 
for England— —She wants to lay out a little^ money . 
in an annuity for her daughter — advife her to get 
her own life infured in London, left my Lydia ihould ' 
die before her — If tliere are any packets, fend them 
with the nintli volume * of Shandy, wliich fhe has ' 
failed of getting— flie fays " fhe has drawn for fifty 
louis when fhe leaves Paris, fend by her my ac- 
count — ^Have you got me any French fubfcriptions, 
or fubfcriptions in France ?— Prefent my kindeft fer- 
vice to Mifs P. I know her politenefs and good na- 
ture will incline her to give Mrs. J. her advice a- 
bout what fhe may venture to bring over. — I hope 
every thing goes on well, though never half fo- well 

as I wifh God profper you, my dear friend—— 

Believe me moft warmly, 

Yours, 

L. STERl^^- 



The fooner you fend me the gold fnufF-box, 
better — ^*tis a prefent from my beft friend. 

* AlludiAg to the firft edition. 
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LETTER cm. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J—. 

Mt dear friends Mr. and Mrs. J are Infinitely 

land to me, in fending now and then a lettjcr to in^ 

quire after me — and to acquaint me how they are. 

——You cannot conceive, my dear lady, how truly 

I bear a part in your illnefs. — ^I wifh Mr J 

would carry you to the fouth of France in purfuit of 

health— but why need I wifh it, when I know his 

^fie&ion will make him do that and ten times as 

much to prevent a return of thofe fymptoms which 

alarmed him fo much in the fpring — Your politenefs 

and humanity are always contriving to treat me.a- 

greeably, and what you proniile next winter, will be 

perfeftly fo — ^but you muft get well and your 

little dear girl muft be of the party, with her parents 
and friends to give it a relifti— I am' fure. you Ihow 
no partiality, but what is natural and praife-worthy^ 
in behalf of your daughter, but I wonder my friends 
will not find her a play-fellow ; and I both hope and 
advife them not to venture along through this war- 
fare of life without two ftrings at leaft to their bow. 
—I had letters from France by laft night's poft, by 
which (by fome fatality) I find not one of my let- 
ters has reached Mrs. Sterne. This gives me con- 
cern, as it wears die afpefl: of unkindnefs, which 

fce by no means merits from me. My wife and 

<fcar girl are coming to pay me a vifit for a few 

Months i— ^I wifh I may prevail with them to tarry 

longer. — You muft permit me, dear Mrs. J, to tcv^V^ 



•fdS LETTERS. 

my Lydia known to you, if I can prevail with my 
wife to come and fpend a little lime in London, as 
(he returns to France. I expe£t a fmall parcel — may 
J trouble you, before you write next, to fend to my 
lodgings to aik if there is any thing direded to me 
that you can enclofe under cover.— — ^I have but one 
excufe for this freedom, which I am prompted to 
ufe, from a perfuafion that it is doing you pleafure 
to give you an opportunity of doing an obliging [ 
thing and as to myfelf, I reft fatisfied, for 'tis ' 
only fcoring up another debt of thanks to the mil* ^ 
lions I owe,. you both alread y - ■ ■ R eceive a thoo* ^ 
(and and. a thoufand thanks, yes, and with them tea , 
thoufand friendly wifhes for all you wiih in this 

vrorld May my friend Mr. J. continue blefled • 

with good health, and may his good lady get per- ^ 
feftly well, there being no woman's health or com- ' 
fort I fo ardently pray for. — Adieu, my dear friends ' 
—believe me moft truly and faithfully, yours, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. In Eliza's laft letter, dated from St. Jago, 
{he tells me, as fhe does you, that flie is extremely 

ill God protect her ! ^By this time furely fhe 

has fet foot upon dry land at Madras — I heartily 
wifli her well, and if Yorick was with her, he would 

tell her fo ^but he is cut off from this by bodily 

abfence ^I am at prefent with her in fpirit, how* 

ever- b ut what is that ? you will fay. 



rlad all has pafled with fo much amity inter te 
m Marcum tuum^ and that Madame has found 
in thy fight — All is well that ends well — and 
:h for moralizing upon it. I wifh you could, 
uldy tiike up your parable, and prophefy as 
good concerning me^and my afFairs.— — Not 
' my letters has got to Mrs, Sterne fince the 
ation of her intentions, which has a pitiful air 

fide, though I^have wrote her fix or feven.— . 
ine (he will be here the latter end of Septem- 
lough I have no date for if^bat her impatience, 
, having foffered by my foppofed filence, I am 
ded wilt make her fear the worfl«-<-'^>^if that is 
Ee, file will fly to England— ^^.a mod natural 
£011 J " Y du did well to difcontinue all com- 
with James's powders — as you are fo well, re- 
tierefore, and let your heart be merry — mine 

upon the fame fcore — for I never have been 
1 fince I left college — and ihould be a marvel- 
appy man, but for fome refleAions which bow 

myi fpirits ^bnt if I live but even three or 

'emrs, I will acquit myfelf with honour — and 
natter ! we will talk this over when we meet 
n ends as temperately as with you, and that I 
rBoe, &€• &c. I will come and fing Te Deum 
^pocylam elraaium, or do any thing witYv -yt 
if^'otitL^^'^IibQald depend upon C '*z 

H 
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tic upon my head, as much as Moliere's old wotoaa 
upon his comedies — when you do not want her fo* 
ciety, let it be carried into your bed-chamber to flay 
her, or clap it upon her bum — :— to — and give ter 
my bleffing as you do it. 

]\Iy poftillion has fet me a-g^und for a week^.J^y 
^ne of my piflols burfting in hi^hand, which he tak* 
^ng for granted to be quite (hot offr— he ioflantly fjpU 
upon his knees and faid (Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name), at which^ : like -g 
good Chriflian, he. flopped, not remembering a^y 
xnore of it — the a£Fair was not fo bad as he at firft 
thought, for it has only hurjlen two of his fingers 

(he fays)*.^. 1 long to return to you, but I fit here 

alone as folitary and fad as a tom cat, which by tt^ 
by is all the company. I keep he follows me from 
the parlour to the kitchen, into the garden, and eve- 
ry place 1 wifli I had a dog-— -my daughter will 

bring me one— — and fo God be about you, and 
flrengthen your faith-^I am afFcftionately, dear cou- 
fin, yours. 

L. s. 

My fervice to the C , though they are from 

home — and to Panty. 

LETTER QV. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

,MY DEAR FRlEyDB, fJoXWOUld, Avgwft J5. I^> 

1 BUT copy your great cWiVuy to xci^ \xv writing yon 
HTord that I have this mocattil iccfevj^^ ^\io\)cv^r \^ 
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ter wrote eighteen days after the date of the lad from 
St« ' Jago— If our poor friend could have wrote ano- 
ther letter to England, you would in courfe have had 
11 bat I'fear, from the cirtumftance of great hur- 
tj and tiodily diforder in which flie was when (he 
difpatched this, Ihe might not have titne.~»In cafe 
it kas fo fallen out/ I fend you the contents of what 
I have received^i— and that is a mdanchbly hiflory of 
herfelf and fufferings fincethey^left St. Jago*— conti- 

final and"m&ft violent rheumatifm all the time 2 

fever brought on with fits, and attended with deli« 
riutn, and every terrifying fymptom — the reco- 
" very from this left her lew and emaciated to a ike* 
' leton.^I give you the pain of this detail with a 
'bleeding heart, knowing^ how 'much at the fame time 
it will affeft yours. — The three or four laft days of 
Tjufjourri'al' leave US' with hopes (he will do well at 
lad, for ihe is more cheerful—' — and feems to be 
getting into better fpirits ; and health will follow in 
icourfe* They have croffed the line— are much be- 
calmed, by which, with other delays, (he fears they 
will lofe their paiTageto Madras- — —and be fome 
months fooner for it >at Bombay-i^Heaven protect 
her, for (be fufierstnuch« and with uncommon for- 
<itude.— — She writes much to me about her dear 

friend Mrs. J. in her laft packet In truth, my 

good lady, ihe loves and honours you from her 
lieart; but, if ihe did not, I ihould not eilecm her, 
or wiih her fo well as I do. — Adieu, my dear friends 
«^you have few in the world more truly and cordi- 
■dly Yours, 

Hz 
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P. S. I have juft received, as a prefent fton^ a 
,. xnai^i lihall ever love, a moft elegant gold fouff-box, 
. fabricated for me at Paris^-^cis not the firft pledge I 
have received of, his friendfliig. — May I prefume Jto 
euclofe you a letter of chit-chat which I fhall write 
to^ £liza ? I know you will write yourfelf, and my 
V letter may l},ave the honour to chap^non yours to la- 
dia they will neither of them be the worfe re- 
ceived for going together in company, but I fear 
they will get late in. the. year to th^ir deftined port, 
^t^ they gQ firft to Bengal. 

LETTER C VI. 

. TO MISS STERNE. 

. CoQcwouId, Aiigufi S4. 1767. 

1 AM truly, furprifed, i»y dear Lydia, that my laft 
letter has not reached thy mother and thyfelf— it 
looks moft mikind on my parr, after your having 
wrote me word of your mother's intention of com- 
ing to England, that^flie has not received my letter 
to welcome you both — And though in that 1 faidJ 
wiflied you would defer your journey till March, for 
before that time I fhould have publiflied my fenti* 
. mental work, and (liould be in town to receivt yott . 
— yet I will (how you more real politeffes than any 
you have met with in France, as mine will come 
warm from the heart— -I am forry you are not here 
at the races^ but les fetes champitres of the Marquis 
de Sadt Iiave made you ^Lineivd^--^ — I kuow B-— ■ 
verjr well ; and he is vwliaX. uv ^t^ti^it, >nw:^^\^^ ^■^- 
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ed admirable tkat would be but fo fo here- 

You are right — He ftudies natdrc^ more than any, 

or rather moft of the French comedians— ^If the 

Etbprefs of Ruf&a pays him and his wife a penfion 

of' twenty thoufand livres al-year, I think' he is very 

well off. — Tfiie folly of ftayirtg till ^fter twelve for 

fupper— 'that you two excommunicated beings might 

have meat; — ^* his confcience would not let it be 

•*Tcrved before/'— Surely the Marquis thought, 

you both being Englilh, could nof be fatbfied with*^ 

out it. — I would have given not tny gown and caf- 

£ock (for I have but one), but my topaz^ ring, to 

have feeri the petits maitres et maitrejfes go to mafs, 

after having fpent the night in dancing. As to my 

pWafures, they arc- few in compafs. — ^-^ My poor cat 

fio- purring befide me^— Your lively F-rencli dog fhall 

have his place on the other fide of iby fire-— i-but if 

he IS as deviliih ^s when I lad iaT^rhim, I mud tu- 

tor him ; for I will not hav^ my cat'abufed in 

fhort, I willhtve nothriig' deviliih about me a 

combuflion will fpoil a fentimental thought. 

Another thing I muft defire— do not be alarmed 
—Ms to throw all your rouge pots into the Sorgue 
before you fet out— I "will have no rouge put on in 

England— ^hd xlo^liot bewail them as did 

her filver fyringe or glifter equipage, which fhe loft 
in a certain river — ^but take a wife refolution of do- 
ing- without rouge.— I have been three days ago bad 
again — with a fpitting of blood — and that unfeeling 
brtitc******* came and drew my curtains, and, 
with a voice like a trumpet, halloo'd in my ear — 
2^ds, what a fine kettle of fi(h have you brought 

H3 
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yourfelf to, Mr. S^ ! In a faint voice, I ba 

him leave me, for comfort fure was never admii 
Hered in fo rough a manner-^^Tell your mother, 
hope fhe will purchafe what cither, of you may wj 

at Paris 'tis an occafion not to be loft — fo wr 

to me from Paris, that I may com^ and meet you 
my poft chaife with my long- tailed horfes— — 2 
the moment you have both put your feet in it, ( 
it hereafter yours. — ^Adieu, dear Lydia^ believe i 
what I ever ihall be, 

Y^uraffeAionate father^ . . . 

L..STER] 

I think I fliall not write to Avignon any mo 
but you will find one for you at Paris — Once m< 
adieu. 

LETTER C VII. 

TO SIR W. 

MY DEAR siH, September 19. x;! 

A ou are perhaps the drblleft being in the univc 
—Why do you banter me fo about what I wr 
to you ?■ Though I told you every morninf 
jump'd into Venus's lap (meaning thereby the fe 
was you to infer from that, that I leaped into the 
dies beds afterwards ^ — The body guides you- — 
mind me.— I have wrote the moft whimficalle 
to a lady that was ever read, and talked of body 

foul too I faid flie had made me vain, hy fa^ 

Ac was mine more l\\?^ti t\tt 'woman was — ^ 
ihe is not the lady of IRoud Stre^x, xvox r.^c^ 
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ndr the lady who fupped with me in Bond Street on 

fcoUop'd oyftersy and^ othisr^fuch things — nor did flie 

ever go tfte-h-tite with me to Salt-Hill. — Enougli of 

fuch nonfenfe— -The pad is over — and I can juf- 

trfy tnjfelf unto myfelf — can you do as much ? . 

No, faith !— *" You feel I" Aye, -fo can my cat, 

when he 'hears a female caterwauling on the houfe 

top. bttt caterwauling difgufts-me. • I had rather 

ndfe a gentle flame^ than have a different one* raifed 

in me. — Now, I cake Heaven to witnefs, after all 

this badinage, my heart is innocent-<-»and the fport- 

iag of my pen is equal, jufl equal, to what I did in 

my boyiih days when I got aflride of a Aick, and 

gallop'd away — The truth is this that my pea 

governs me, not me my pen. You arc much ttf 

bkme if you dig for marl, unlefs you 'are fare of it. 

I was once • fudi a puppy myfelf, ^s to pare, and 

burn, and had my labour for my pains, and two 

hundred pounds out of my pocket* Curfe on farming 

(faid I), I will try if the pen will not fucceed better 

than the fpade. The following up of that affair (1 

mean farming) made me lofe my temper ; and a 

cart-load of turnips was f I thought) very dear at tw» 

it htindred pounds. 

In all your operations may your own good fenfe 
guide you— bought experience is the devil. — Adien/ 
adieu*! — Believe me 

Yours moft truly, 

L.'STEUNE. 



Hr4 
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LETTER CVUI. , 

TO THE SAME. 
CEAS.BIR, Ccoiwould^ Septet;. 1767, 

Y ou are arrived at Scarborough when all the world 
has left it— —but jou are an unaccountable beiogi , 
and fo there is nothing more to be faid on the mat- 
ter — You wifli me to come to Scarborough^ and join 
JOU to read a work that is not yet finiihed — befides^ 
I have other things in my head.*— My wife will be 
here in three or four-days, and I muft not be found _ 
il raying in the wilderneds — but I have been there* _ 
As for meeting you at Bluit's, with all tny heart-* - 
I will laugh and drink piy hurley- water witlL.you» 
As fopn as I have greeted my wife and daughtei>' _ 
and hired them a houfe at York, I (hall go to Lon- 
don, where you generally are in Spring and then 

my Sentimental Journey will, J ^are fay, convince— 
you that my feelings are, from thp heart, and that 
that heart is not of the worft of , flQp>Uds'.-»Praifed 
be God for my fenfibi^ty ! Though it h^s often made 
me wretched, yet I would not exchange it for all the 
pinafores the groffell fenfualift ever felt. Write to 
me the day you will be at York — 'tis teix to one but 
I may introduce you^o my wife and daughtejF. .Bc<!- 
lieye me, my good Sir, 

Ever yours, 
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LETTER CIX. 

TO MR. PASrtHAUD, AT PARIS. 
UAR s», - York, O^ober 1.1767. 

r "HAVE order'd my friend Becket to advance for two 
months your account, which my wife this day de- 
livered — flic is in raptured with all your civilities. 
This is to give you notice to draw upon your cor- 
refpoodent — and Becket will deduft out of my pub- 
lication. — ^To-morrow 'morning I repair with her to 
Gbxvcould, and my Lydia feems tranfported with the 

fight of mc. — ^Nature, dear ? , breathes in all 

her compofition ; and except a little vivacity-^WhicU 
KV fault in the world we live in— I aih fully content 
#idi her mother's care of her. — Pardon this digref- 
fiMi from bufinefs — ^but ^is natural to fpeak of thofe 
we love. — As to the fubfcfiptions which your friend* 
flilp has procured mey'l muft have them to iocorpo^ 
fUe with my lifts trhich are to be prefixed to the 
firft ▼olafftep..i:i.'My wife and daughter join in mil- 
lioos of tlkanksi^hey will leave me the firft of D3- 

^ ^ \3ieu, adieu ! ^Believe me 

Yours, moft truly. 



L. STERKE^ 



LETTER ex. 



! TO MR. AND MRS. J- 

1 if rr ibAitJ uaJer a flroag dciire £31 ib^sv^ *i->.^ 
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health and the well-being of my dear friends, Mr. , 

and Mrs, J ; and I do afluft yau both, 'twas 

merely owing to a little modefty in my temper not 
to make my good will troublefome, where I have fo 
much, and to thofe I never thmk of, but with ideas 
of fenfibility and obligation, that I have refrain'd.— 
G.ood God ! to think I could.be. in town,. .and not 
go the firft ftep I made to Gerrard Street ! — My 
mind and body mull be at fad. variance. with each 
other, fhould it ever fall out Xhat it is not both the 
iirft and lad place alfo where I ihall betake myfelf, 

■were it only to fay, ** God blefs you" May you 

have every bleffing he can ^fend yo^ ! 'tis a part of 
my litany, where you will always have. a place whilft. 
I have a tongue to repeat .it — And fo you heard I 
had left Scarborough, which you would no more 
credit, than the reafons afEgn'd for it — I thank y 00. 
for it kindly— though you have not told me what 
they were: being a ihrewd divine, I think .1 can 
guefs. — —I . was ten days at Scarborough in Sep- 
tember, and was hofpitably ^entertained by one. of 
the.beft of our Bifhops ; who, as he kept, houfe 
there, prefs'd me to be \vith .bim — and^bis houfc*- 
hold confided of a gentleman and two ladies- — 
which, with the good Bifhop and myfelf, made fo 
good a party that we kept much to ourfelves. — I 
made in this time a, qonnedlioa of great friendfliip 
vith my mitred ho^, who would^gladly have taken 
me with him back to Ireland.— However, we alUeft 
Scarborough together, and lay fifteen miles off, where 

we kindly parted ^Now it w^as fuppofed (and have 

fince beard^ that- 1 c'ea went on with the party to^ 
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London^ aod this I fuppofe was the reafon afiign'd 
for tnj being there— I dare fay charity would add a 
little to the account^ and give out that 'twas on the 
fcore of one, and perhaps both of the ladies — and 
1 will excufe charity on that head^ for a heart dif- 
engaged could not well- have done better — I have 
been hard writing ever fince-^and hope by Chfiff- 
mas I IhaU be able to give a gentle rap at your door 
and tell you how happy I am to fee my two 
good friends. ■ I affure you I fpur on my Pegafus 
more violently upon, that account^ and am now de- 
termined not to draw bit till I have finifhed this Sen- 
timental Journey — «-^which I hope to lay at youf 
feet, as a fmail ([t>.ut a very honeft) teftimony of the 
conllant trdth'with which I am. 
My dear friends, 

Your ever obliged 

And grateful 

L. STERN j^ 

P;"S. My wife- and daughter arrived here laft 
night from France. — My girl has return'd an elegant 
accemplifli'd little flut — my wife — but I hate to praife 
my wife — 'tis as much as decency will allow to praife 
my daughter, — I fuppofe they i^ill return next fum- 
mef to France. They leave me in a month to re- 
fide at York for the wiiiter ^and I flay -21 

Coxwould till the firft of January, 



H'6 
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LETTER CXI. 

TO MRS. F- 



I 



DFAK MADAM. . . C OTWould , Friday. 

RETURN you a thoufand thanks for your obliging 
inquiry after me I got down laft fummer very 
much worn out — and much worfe at the end of my 
journey — rl ivas forced to call at his Grace's houfe 
(the ArcUbifliop of York) to refreih myfclf a couple 
of days upon the road near Doncafter Singe I 

got home to quietnefs, and temperance, and good 
books, and good hours, I have mended — rand am 
now veiry flout — and in a fortnight's time fhall per- 
haps be as well as you yourfelf could wifli me. — I 
have the pleafure to acquaint you that my wife and 
daughter are. arrived from France — I fliall be in town 
to greet xny friends by the firft of January — Adieu, . 
dear Madaxn-'i— Believe me . 

Yours llncerely. 



L. STERNE. 



LETTER CXH- 



TO MR;S. H. 

Cox^\'ould, October 12. 1767. - 

ii#FER fince my dear H. wrote me word flie was 
mine, more than ever woman was, I have been 
lacking my memory to inform me where it was that 
you and I h'ad that affair together. — ^^Peoj)le think 
that 1 have had many, fpme in body, fpme in mind : 
but as I :old jou before, you Uave^had me nioj^ tliaa . 



anj woman— -therefoce you muft^ have hid me, 
Hr— — 9 both in miiad and in body,-*Now I cannot 
reeoUed where it was, npr exadUj^ when— ——it- could 
not be the ladj in Bond Street, or Grofvenor Street, 
or ■ ■ ■ Square^ or Pall-M all.-^We . (hall make it 
out, H. when we meet — I impatientlj long for it 

'cis no matter 1 cannot now ftand writing to you 

to^daj"— I will make it up next pod— for dinner is 
npon table, and if I make hatd F — ftaj, he will 

not frank this How do jou do ? WHich parts 

of Tciftram doyoatUkebeil ? ^God blefs }K)U. 

Yojirs, 

L.JITERNE* 

LETTER. CXm. 

TO MR AND MRS. J. ^ 

Caxwoulcl^' "Nov.-w. 1767. 

xeRGlVB me, dear Mrs. J—, if I am trouble- 
fome in writing fomething betwixt a letter and a card, 

to inquire after you and my good friend Mr» J , 

whom *tis an age fince I have- heard a fyllable of, — I 
think fo, however, and never more felt the want of a 
houfe 1 efteem fo much,- as I do now when I can hear 
tidings of it fo feldom — and have nothing to recom'- 
pcnfe my dcfires of feeing its kind pcffeflbrs, but 
the hopes before me of doing i% by Chriftmas — — 
I long fadly to fee: you— and my friend Mr. J 
1 am ftill at Cox would— 4ny wife and girl * here.— 

* Mr<. Medal 1^ thinks «n apology may be ncceiTary for pub- 

li/hiog this IcUerr the bcft flic can offer it that it was 

wrktco by a fond parent (whofc commendation (i\e \»^to\i<i\:.t^x.f> 
a zerjr HacercJfJccd^ . 
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She is a dear good^ creature — affedionate, and* xnoft 
elegant in body and mind ■ ■■ « flbe is all Heav6a 
could give me in a daughte r ■ b at like other 
bleffings, not given, but lent ; for her mother loves 
France and this dear part of me mtift' be torn 
from my arms to follow her mother, who feemsna- 
clined to eft^blilh her in France, where flie has had 
many advantageous offers. ■ D o not fmile at my 
weaknefs, when I fay I don't wonder at -it^ for ihe 
is as accomplifhM a Out as Frmiee can prodace;^-^ 
You (hall excufe all this— *if you won't I defirdMf^ 
J .. . to be my advocate— but I know I don't want 
one;— -With what pleafure fliall I embrace your dear 
little pledge— ^whom I hope to fee every hour in- 
creafing in ftature, and in favtfur, both with Gon 
and man ! pJ kifs all your hands with a moft de- 
vout and friendly heart. No man can wifli you 

more good than your meagre friend does — few fo 
much ; for I am, with infinite cordiality, gr^xitud^ 
and honeil affedion, 

My dear Mrs. J , . 

Your ever faithful 

L. ST£RN£ft 

P.'S. My Sentimental Journey ^111 pleafe Mrs* 
J-i— -, and my Lydia— I can anfwer for thofe two. 
It is a fubje£t which works well, and fuits the frame 
of mind I have been in for fome time paft— I tpld 
y:ou my defign in it was to teach us to love the world 
and our fellow creatures better than we do— fo it 
runs mod upon thofe gentler paffiohs and affedions 
Tvhich aid fo much' to it. K4;x'&vx> ^w^mvj '^5;i>QL^5sA 
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mj 'Worthy friend Mr. J-—— continue examples of 
the doArine I teach ! 



LETTER CXI\r: 

T.O.MRS. H. 

Ccowould, *Norl 15. 1767. 

Novf be a good dear woman, my H "^ , and exe- 
cute thefe commiffions well and when I fee you 

I ^ill give you a kifs— there's for you ! — But I 
have fomethifig elfe for you which I am febricating 
at -a great rate, and .that is my Sentimental Journey, 
which (hall make you cry as much as it has aifeded 
mc— or I will give up the' bufinefs of fentimental 
TOling — and write to the body— that is, H. what I 
am doing in writing to you — but you are 2l good boJy, 
which is worth halfa fc6re mean fouls. — 

I am yours, &c. &c. 

L, SHANJ)r-. 

LETTER CXV. 

TO- A. L E, ES(i. . 

Ccxwould, Nov. 19. 1767. 

You. make yourfelf unhappy, dear L — e, by ima- 
ginary ills which you might fhun, inftead of put- 
ting yourfelf in the way of.— Would not any man 
in-his fenfes fly from the objeft he adores, and not 
wafte his time and his health in increafing his mifery 
by fo vain a purfuit ? — The idol of your heart is one 
often thoufand— The Duke of — has long iigh- 
ed in vain— ^and C2n you fuppofe a v.'orri^ii Wi&\ Xv'^.* 
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cn to jou that is proof agalnft titles, i^ars, and r^d 
ribbandst? — Her heart (believe me, L— ^} will not be" 
taken in by fine men, or fine fpeeches*-*if k fhould 
ever feel a preference; it "will choofe art bbjeft fof - 
itfelf, and it mud be a fiilgular charafhft' that can ^ 
make an impreSon'on {vt^- a being — Oat has-^a pla* ^ 
tonic way of thinking, and kriows love "*• only by 
name— the natural referve of her chara£ler, which 
you complain of, proceeds iK>t from pride, but fr6m \ 
a fuperi«rity- of underftanding, which mak^ her de- 
fpife every man that turns himfelf intd'a fool— Take 
my advice, and pay your addreffes tor Mtfs* ■ n y 
fhe efleems you, and time^will wear o£f an attach- 
ment which has taken fo deep a^root in your heart. 
—I pity you from my foul — ^but^we are all bom with" 
paflions which ebb and ftow (eUe they would play " 
the devil with us) to diffei^nt Objefts — and the baft 
advice I can give you, L — e, is to turn the tide of 
yours another way. — 1 know not whether I (hall 
write again while I flay at Coxwould— I am in ^ai'- 
neft at my fentimental work-^-and intend be^g in 
town foon after Chriftmas— — in the mean time, 
adieu, .■■ Let me hear from you^ and believe me, 
dear L*. - 

Yours, &c. ' 

L. STERKl. - 
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LETTER CXVL \ 

Ta TH£.£ARL OF — — . 

it-r-fio&D> Cuxwoold, Nov. iS. 1767. ' 

lis with- the grcatcft pkafure I take my pen to 
thank jour ls6xd(hvp :ioi your letter of in<jiury abouC^ 
Torick*— he has. worn out both his iptrits and body 
with- the JScatimcntal Journey — 'tis true that an au- 
thor nmft feel himfelf, or his reader will not— *but I 
have torn my wh«le frame into pieces by my feel« 
ings — I believe the brain flands as much in need of 
recmiting as the body— —therefore I ihall fet out 
for town the twentieth of next month> after having 
lecmited myfelf a week at York. I might indeed ' 
Ubnot ' tnjkll with my wife (who. is come from 
France) ; but in fa£l I have long been a fentimental 
being — whatever your Lordihip may think to the . 
contrary. The world has in^agined, becaufe I wrote 
Triftram Shandy, that I was myfelf more Shandean 
than J really ever was— 'tis a good-natured world 
we live in, and we are often painted in -divers ca- 
lourSy according to the ideas each one frames in his 
head ■ Avery agreablc lady arrived three years 

ago at York, in her road to Scarborough 1 had - 

the honour^ of being acquainted with her, and was 
her cbaperori'-^zWiht females were very inquifitive to 
know who fliewas— " Do not tell, ladies ; 'tis a- 
" miftrefs my wife has recommended to me ; 



" nay, moreover, has fent her from France." 

I hope my book wtU pleafe you, my Lord^ and 
thca my labour will uot be totally in vain. If it Js 
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not thought a chafle book, mercy on them that read 
it, for they muft have warm imaginations indeed ! 
Can your Lordfliip forgive my not making this a 
longer epiftle ? — In fhort, I can but add this, which 
you already know that I am, with gratitude and 
friendibip, 

My Lord, 

Your obedient faithful 

L. STEItHE^ 

If your Lordfhip is in town in Springs I {hould be 
happy if you became acquainted with my friends ia 
Gerrard Street — ^you would efieem the hufband, and 
honour the wife— —{he is the rcverfe of moft of 

her fex they have -various purfuits — ^flie but one- 

—that of pleafing her hufband.— 

LETTER CXVII. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR G. M. 

MtDKAB VJUEITD, Coxwould, Decoxiber 3« 176./. 

Jtor though you are his Excellency, and I ft ill but 
parfon Yorick— Iftill muft call you fo— and were 
you to be next Emperor of RuiSa, I could not write 
to you, or fpeak of you under any other relation. ■■ 
I felicitate youj I don't fay how much, becaufc I 
can't-—! always had fomething like a kind of revla« 
tion within me, which pointed out this traft for 
you, in which you are fo happily advanced— it was 
not only my wi(hes for you, which were ever ardent 
enough to impofe upon a* vifionary brain, but J 
thoaght I afluaUy lavv yovx "^vji^ >N\i^\^^wi \3l^^ -^t^ 
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md that is jaft, mj door Macartney, where too 
ihould be ■ I flionld locg, laUg ago have acknow* 
ledged the kindnels of a Jetter of jcurs from Peterf* 
bburg ; but hearing dailj accounts tqu was leavirg 
it — this is the firft time I knew well M-hrrr mv 

thanks would find you how they will find vcu, 

I know wel L that is — the fame I ever knew jou,. 
In three weel^ I Qiall kifs your hand»— and fooner 
if I can finifli my Sentimental Journey.-— The 
deuce take all fentiments I I wifli there was not one 
in the world !— i-^My wife is come to pay me a fen- 
tiniental vifit as f ar «s from Avignon — and the fo* 
Rtejfi arifing from fuch a proof of her urbanity, has 
robb'd me of a month^s writings or I had been in 
town now. — ^I am going to lye-in ; being at Chrift- 
Kas at my full reckonings— and unlefs what I (hall 
bring forth is not prefs^d to death by thefe devils of 
printers^ I fliall have the honour of prefenting to 
yon a couple of as clean hrats2& ever chafte brain con- 
ceived— i-they are frolickfome too— ;zkiM celd rCempeche 
pas — I put your name down with many wrong and 
right honour ahleSy knowing you would take it not 
well, if I 'did not make myfelf happy with it. — 
Adieu, my dear friend. 

B^liieve me yoursj &c. 

L. STERNE. 

P. S. If you fee Mr. Crawfurd, tell him I greet 
him kindly., 
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TO A. L..^— E> ESQ. '- 
DiAR t. Ccx^ouki, December 7. 1767. 

1 SAID I would not [Perhaps write any more, but it 
would be unkind not to reptj to fo interefting a kt*"" 
ter as yours— I ana certain you may depend upon ■ 
Lord* .**-s promifes — he will take care of you in 
the bed manner he' can : and your knowledge of the ' 
world, and of languages in particular, will makeyoit: ^ 
ufeful in any department-* — ^If his Lord(hip's fchcme 
does not fucceedy leave the kiagdom ' g o to tbe 
eafty or the weft, >for travelling would be^'of iofioite 
fcjjvice to both your body and mind — But mote of ' 
this when we meet — now to my own affiedrs, — I havfr^ 
had an offei? of exchanging two pieces of preferment > 
iKoTd here, for a living of three hundred and fifty 
pounds a year in Surry, about thirty miles from Lon« 
don, and retaining Coxwould, and my prebeildary- 
Ihip — .the country alfo is fweet ■ . but I will not, 
cannot come to any determination, till I have con« 
fiilted with you, and roy^ other friends.— I^bavc great ' 

offers too in Ireland -the Bilhops of C ■ ■ ■ and 

R:-— are both my friends -but I have reje&ed 

every propofal, unlefs Mr^, S- ■ ■ and my- Lydia- ' 
could accompany me thither — I live for the fake of 
my girl; and with her fweet tight burden in my 
arms, I could' get up fail the hill of prefermcrit, if I 

chofe it -but without my Lydia, if a mitre was 

of&red me, it would fit uneafy upon my brow.-^ 
Mffir S — — *s health is infupportable in England.— 



She muft return to France^ and juftice and humanity 

/orbid me to oppofe it.— r-I >vi]l allow her enough 

to live- comfortably^ until fhe can rejoin me.— My 

heart bleeds^ Lrrrr-e, when I think of parting with 

uQiy child — 'twill be like the feparation of foul and 

body— -and equal to. nothing but what pafles at that 

^ tremendous, moment ; and like it in one refpefl, for 

ihe will^be in one kingdom^ whilft I am in another 

«7rYoa will laugh at my weaknefs — ^but' I cannot 

help ir^-^for fhe is a d^ar difinterefted girl — As a 

proof of it-^when^{he left Coxwopld and I bade 

her adieir^ I pulled out my purfe and offered her ten 

. guineas for her private pleafures— her anfwer was 

pretty, -and affeAed me too much: No, my dear 

-** papa 9 our expences of coming from France may 

** have ftraitened you — I would rather put an hun- 

** dred guinc^as into your pocket than take ten out "rfT 

" it,"r— I burft into tears— But why do, I praftife on 

your feeling^.! by dwelling on a fubject that will 

touch your heart ? — rrlt is too much melted already 

, by its own fufferings, L — e, for me to add a pang, 

or caufe a fingle figh.---rGod blefs you*— I fhall 

hope to gr^et you by -New.year's-day in perfect 

health Adieu, my dear friend — I am moft truly 

;and cordially yours, 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER CXIX. 

-; Tp J ,H— — S— — . ES<ls 

i 

[December, 1767.] ' 

ITERAS veflras lepidii&masi'mi confobrine, confo* 
brinis meis omnibus carior, accepi di&^eneris ; fed 
poila non rcdiebat verfus Aquilonemeo-diey aUter 1 
rcrjpfiflcm prout defiderabas. Nefcio quid eft ma- I 
teria cum me,, fed fum fatigatus et segrotus de mea 
uzore plus quam un^quam— -et fum pofl*eflus com 
diabolo qui pellet me in- urbem— «t tu es pofleffiis 
icum eodem malo fpiritu qui te tenet in ^eferto eSfe 
tentatum ancillis tuis, et perturbatum uxore tua-— 
crede mihi, mi Antoni, quod ifthaec non eft via ad 
iialutem five hodiernam, fire eternam ; num tu inci- 
pis cogitare de pecunia, qu2&, ut ait SanAus PauluS, 
eft radix omnium malorum, et non fatis dicis in corde 
tuOy ego Antonius de Caftello infirmoy fum jam 
quadraginta et plus annos natus, et explevi >o^avuin 
meum luftrum, et tempus eft me curare, et meipfirm 
Antonium facere homincm felicem et liberum, et 
mihimet ipfi benefacere, ut exhortatur Solomon, qui 
dicit quod nihil eft melius in had vita, quam quod 
homo vivat feftive, et quod edat et bibat, et bono 
fruatur, quia hoc eft fua portio et dos in hoc 
mundo. 

Nunc te fcire vellemus, quod non debeo effe re- 
prehendi pro feftinando eundo ad Londinum, quia 
Deus eft teftis, quod non propero prae gloria, et pro 
me oftendcre : nam diabolus ifte qui me intravit, non 
gJI diabolus vanus, at confobrinus fuus Lucifer — fed 
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^ diabolos amabundus, qui non vult finere me eSe 
iblam ; nam cum non cnmbendo cum uxore mea, 
fom mentulatioc quam pared— et ' fam mortaliter in 
imore-«et fum fatuus ^ ergo tn me, mi care Antoni, 
jfavufabis^ quoniam ti>.faifti in amore, et pec nnire 
et per terras iviili- et fefiinaili iicut diabolus^ eodem 
te propellente diabolo. ^ Habeo -multa ad te fcribere 
—fed fcribo banc epiftolam in- domo coffeataria-et 
pkna fociorum ftrepitoforum, qui nen pesmUtent me 
cogitare unam cogitationem. 

'-4Saluta amicum Panty meum, cujus Uteris fefpon- 
ikbo-— faluta amicos in domo Gifbrofenfi, et oro, 
credas me vinculo confobnnitatis et amoris ad te, mi 
Antoni, devindif&mum, 

L. STERKE# 

LETTER CXX. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J • 

York, December «3. 1767. 

1 WAS afraid that ejther Mr. or Mrs. J , or 

their little bloffom, was dropping— or that feme of 
you were ill, by not haying the pleafurc of a line 
from jou, and was thinking of writing again to in- 
quire^ after you all when I was caft down myfelf 

with a ipvtx and bleeding at my lungs, which had 
confined me to my room,near three weeks — when I 
had the favour of yours, which till to-day I have 
not been able to thank you both kindly for, as' I 
mift cordially now do — as well as for all your pro- 
fefGons and proofs of good will to me. — I will not 
fay I have not. balanced accounts with you in this??^ 
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^ All I know isy that I honour and valur you more 
than I do anj good creatures upon earth ■ .. .and 
that I could not wiih your happinefs, and the fuc«. 
cds of^whatever conduces to it, more thaa I do, • j 
was I your brother— but, good God ! are we not .^ 
all brothers and. fillers, who are friendly, virtuotM- 
and good ? Surely,- my dear friends, myillnefs has 
been a fort of fympathy for your affliftions upon the 

' fcore of your dear little on t . ' ■ I am worn down <o 
a fhadow ; but, as my fever has left^me,' I fet off 

- the latter end of next week with .my friend* Mr* 
Hall for town-^I nded not tell, my friends inGerrard 
Street I (hall do myfelf th^ honour to' vifit them, i 
before either Lord ■■ . , or Lord ■ , Scc.^. Sec— I 
thank you, my dear friehd^ for what you iay fo 

■: kindly about my daughter-— -—it (hows your good 
heart, for as (he is a flranger, *tis a free gift in 
you — ^but -when>(be i& known to you, (he (hall win 
it fairly — ^but, alais ! when this event is to happen, 
is in the- clouds. Mrs. S ■ has hired a houfe 
ready fumi(hed af York, till (he returns to France, 
and my Lydia muft not leave her. 
* What a fad^ fcratch of a letter ! — ^but I am weak, 
my dear friends, both in body and mind— fo God 

blefs you you. will fee me enter like a ghoft— -(b 

I tell you beforehand not to be frightened— ^-*I 
am, my dear friends, with the trueft attachment and 
eftcem, ever yours, 

^ L STERN£. 
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LETTER CXXr. 

TO Tin: SAME. 

Old Bond Sttect, Januaiy i. [1768.] 

Dowing whether the moifture of the weather 
rmit me to give mj kind friends in Gerrard 
I call this morning for five minutes—- 1 beg 
» fend them all the good wifiies, complimentSp 
pe&8 I owe them.—- — I continue to mend, 
ibt not but this, with all other evils and utum 
ies of life, will end for the beft— — — I fend all 
nents to your fire-fides this Sunday night— 
fcough the wife, Mifc Pigot the witty, your 
It the pretty,, and fo on— If Lord O— ia 
on, I beg my dear Mrs. J*—— will prefent 
lofed to him— -'twiJl add to the millions of 
ions I already owe you— «I am forry that I 
fubfcriber to Soho this (ieafon— .it deprives 
I pleafure worth twice the fubfcription— but 
uft going to fend about this quarter of the 
:o fee if it is not too late to procure a ticket, 
(fed of, from fome of my Soho friends ; and if 
uccced, I will either fend or wait upon you 
: by half an hour after three to-morroW— «if 
Y friend will do me the juftice to believe me 
liferabl c . ■ I am half engaged, or more, for 
on Sunday next, but will try to get difen- 
n order to be with my friends — i-If I cannot, 
VAr like afliadow uninvited to Gerrard Street 
ay this week, that we may cat owt \itt^^ 'arA 
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meat in love and peace together.— »God blefs yoa 
both !--I am with the nioft^fincere regard, 

your ever obliged. 



L. STERp. 
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TO THE SAME. 



/BY DiAB PRiBTffDS, ^ Old Bond Street, Mondigr* 

1 HAVE never been a moment at reft fince I wrote 
yefterday about this ■ Soho ticket— -T have been at* 
Secretary of -State to get one — have been upon one 

knee to my friends Sir G ^ M , Mr. Lafcellcs 

-i-^and Mr. Fitzmaurice-^without -mentioning five 
more- I believe I could as foon get you a place 
at court, for every body is going—but I will go oot 
and try a new circle — and if you do not hear from 
me by a .quarter after three, you may conclude 1 
have been unfortunate in my fupplications, — I fcna 
you this ftate of the affair, left my filence fliould 
make you think I had negleded what I pronailed— 

But no Mrs. J knows me better, and wduld 

never fuppofe it to be out of the head of one who 
is with fo much truth, 

Her faithful friend, 

t,. STERi^. 
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LETTER CXXIIL 



TO THE SAME. 



TUurfciay,0!d Bond S4icet. 

n. THOUSANB thaoks, and as many excvSes, my 
dear friends, for" the trouble my bhmder has given 
jrou. By a fecond note,* I am aftoniihed- 1 could 
read Saturday for Sunday, or make any miftake in 
a card wrote by Mrs. J *s, in which my friend 
is as unrivalled, as in a hundred greater excellencies. 
I am now tied down neck and heels Ctwice over^ 
by engagements every /day this week, or mod j.oy- 
fally would have trod the old pleafing road from 
fiond to Gerrard Street. — My books will be to be 
liad on Thurfday, but poffibly on Wednefday in the 
afternoon.— I am quite well, but exhaufted with a 
room full of company every-morning till dinner— » 
flow do I lament I cannot eat my morfel (which is 
always fweet") -witb fuch kind friends!— The Sun- 
day following I will affuredly wait upon you both— 
and will come a quarter before four, that I may 
have 'both a little time and a little day. light, to fee 
Mrs. J— 's pifture.— .1 beg leave to affure my 
friends of my gratitude for all their favours, with 
<ny fentimental thanks for every token of their good 
•will.— —Adieu, my dear friends— 

• I am truly yours, 

L. STERKE* 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

FROM DR. EUSTACE IK AMERICA, TO THE REV. StEt 
STERNE^ WITH A WAITING* STICK. 

fti, 

v\r HEN I aflure jou that I am a great admirer o£ 
Triftram Shandj, and have, ever fince his introduc* 
tion into the world, been one of his mod zealous 
defenders againft the repeated aflaults o£ prejudice 
and nifapprehen&onV I hope jou will not treat this 
unexpefted appearance in his companj as an intriu 
Hon. 

You know it is an ohfervation as remarkable for 
its truth as for its antiquity, that a fimilitude of fen- 
timents is the general parent of friendihip.-— It can^ 
not be wondered at, that I {hould conceive an eftcem 
for a pcrfon whom nature had moft indulgently ensf 
bled to frilk and curvet with eafe through all thcfe 
intricacies of fentimcnts, which, firom irrefiftibfe 
propenfity, Ihe had impelled me to trudge through 
without merit or diftindion. 

The only reafon that gave rife to this addreis to 
you, is my accidentally having met with a piece of 
true Sbandean ftatuary, I mean, according tovub 
gar opinion, for to fuch judges both appear equally 
deftitute of regularity or defign.— It was made by a 
very ingenious gentleman of this province^ and pre- 
fented to the late Governor Dobbs j after his death 
Mrs. D. gave it me ; its fingularity made many dc« 
firous of procuring it ; but L had refolved at firft 
not to part with it, till, ugon refle&ion I thought 
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It would be a very proper, and probably not an unac- 
ceptable compliment to my faTourite author, and in 
his hands might prove as ample a field for medita« 
tion, as a button-hole, or a broom- (lick. 
I have the honour to be, &cc. &lc. 

LETTER CXXV. 

MR, STERNE*S ANSWE*. 
HI, London, Feb. 9. 176 S. 

1 THIS moment received your obliging letter, and 
Shandean piece of fculpture along with it, of both 
which teftimonies of your regard I have the jufteit 
fenfe, and return you, dear Sir, my bed thanks and 
acknowledgment. Your walking-ftick is in no fcnfe 
more Shandaic, than in that of its having more 
bandies than one : the parallel breaks only in this,, 
that, in ufing the (lick, every one will take the 
handle which fuits his convenience. la Triftrani 
Shandy, the handle is tgken which fuits the paf- 
Sons, their ignorance, or their feiifibility. There is 
fo little true feeling in the herd of the world, that I 
wilh I could have got an a6l of* parliamenr, when 
the books firft appeared, that none but wile men 
fhould look into them. It is too much to write 
books, and find heads to underiland them : the 
world, however, feems to come into a better tem- 
per about them, the people of genius here being to 
a man on its fide ; and the reception it has met 
with in France, Italy, and Germany, has engaged 
•ne part of the world to give it a fccQtv4 \t.'iA\\\'^%- 
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The other, in order to be on the ftrongeft fi(ie, has 
at length agreed to fpeak well of it too. A few hy*- 
pocrites and Tartuffes^ whofe approbation could^do 
it nothing but diflyonour, remain unconverted. . 

I am very proud, Sir, to have had a oian like you 
on my iide from the beginning ; but it is not in the 
power of evej one to tafte humour, however he 
may wifli it ; it is the gift of God ; and, bcfides, 
a true feeler abvajs brings half the entertainment 
along with hinl ; his own ideas are only called forth 
by what he read^, and the vibrations withinhim-en- 
tirely correfpond with thofe excited.— **Tis like read- 
ing himfel f > ^ a nd not the book. 
. la a week's time I fhajl be delivered of two vo- 
lumes of the Sentimental Travels of Mr. Yorick 
through France and Italy ; bul, alas ! the fliip fails 
three days too foon, and I have but to lament it dcr 
prives me of the pleafure of prefenting them to 
you. 

Believe, me, dear Sir, with great thanks for the 
honour you have cjone me, with true efteem. 
Your obliged humble fervant, 

LAURENCE STERKE* 



LETTER CXXVI. 

TO L. S N, ESQi 

DEAR SIR, Old Bond Street, Wednefday. 

Your commendations are very flattering. I know 
no one whofe judgment I think more highly of, but 
jour partiality for me Is the only inftance in which 
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I'^can call if in queftion — ^Thanks, my good Sir, 
for the prints — I am much your debtor for thern-^ 
if I recover from mj ill Hate of health , and live to 
revfit Cox would thli fammer, I will decorate my 
fiudy with them; along with fix beautiful pictures 
1 have already of the fculptures on poor Ovid's 
tomb,, which were executed* on marble at Rome.— - 
—It grieves one to think fuch a man ihould have 
died in exile, who wrote fo well on the art of love. 
*^— Do not think me encroaching if I folicit a fa- 
vour— —'tis either to borrow or beg (to beg if you 
pleafe) fome of thofe touched with chalk which you 
brought from Italy — I believe you have three fcts, 
and if you can fpare the impcrfcdl one of cattle on 
coloured paper, 'twill anfwer my purpofe, which is 
namely this, to' give a friend of outs. — You may be 
ignorant ihe has a genius for drawing, and what- 
ever fhe excels in ihe conceals, and her humility 
adds lufti'e to her accompliflimentsj — I prefented'her 
lafl year with colours, and an apparatus for paint- 
ings and gave her feveral leflbns before I left town. 
— I wifli her to follow this art, -to be a complete 
miftrefs of it-*— —and it is lingular enough, but not 
more Angular than true, that fhe does not know how 
to make a cow or a fheep, though Ihe draws figures 
and landfcapes perfedly w6ll ; which niakes me 
wifli her to copy from good pxints.-^—If you come to 
town next week, and dine where am engag'd next 
Sunday, call upon me and take me with you -I 
breakfaft with Mr. Beauclerk, and aai engaged for 

an hour afterwards with Lord O : fo let our 

meeting be either at your houfe or my lodgings- 

I4 
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do not be late, for we will go half an hour before 
dinner, to fee a picture executed bj Weft, moft ad- 
mirably— —he has caught the charadier of our 
frien d" - fuch goodnefs is painted in that face, that 
when on6 looks at it, let the foul be ever fo much 
unharnnonized, it is impoffible it ihould remain fo. 
— I will fend you a fet of my books— —they will 
take with the generality — the women will read this 
book in the parlour, and Triftram in the bed-cham- 
ber. — Good nighty dear Sir.— I am going to take 
my whey, and then to bed. Believe me. 

Yours moft truly. 



L. 8TERN£. 



LETTER CXXVII. 



TO MISS STERXE. 



MY DXAREST LYDiA, February 20. Old Bond SisttL 

JVl Y Sentimental Journey, you fay, is admired in 
York by every one — and 'tis not vanity in me to tell 
you that it is no Icfs admired here but what is 

the gratification of my feelings on this occaiion ?— 
The want of health bows me down, and vanity har- 
bours not in thy father'i breafi — this vile influenza- 
be not alarm'd, I think I fliall get the better of it— 
and (hall be with you both- the firft of May ; and if 
I efcape, 'twill not be for a long period, my child— 
unlefs a quiet retreat and peace of mind can reltore 
me, — The fubjeft of thy letter has aftonifh'd me.— 
She could but know little of my feelings, to tell thee, 
that under the fuppcfuion I fliould furvive thy mo- 
ther I Ihould bequeath X.\\^^ ?is ^X^^^^-^ 1^ - 
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No, my Ljdia ! 'tis a lady whofe virtues I wifli thee. 
to imitate,, that I fhall intnift mj girl to — I mean 
that friend whom I have fo often talk'd and wrote 
about — from her you will learn to b& an affedionate 
vife, a tender mother,, and a lincere friend — and 
you cannot be intimate with her, without her p(^iir* 
bg fome part of the milk of human kindnefs into- 
your bread, which will ferve to check the heat of 
your own temper,, which- you partake in a Imall de« 
gree of.*-Nor will that amiable woman put my Ly- 
dia under the painful necelCcy to fly to India for 
proteftioB,. whilft it is in her power to grant her a^ 
more powerful one in England.— But I think, my 
lydia, that thy mother will furvive me— -do not de- 
jcft her fpirits with thy apprehenfion$ on my ac-- 
count, 1 have fent you a necklace, buckles, and tlie^ 
fame to your mother.— My girl cannot form a wifh 
that is in the power of her father, that he will not 
gratify her in— and I cannot in juftice be lefs kind 
to thy mother. I am never alone - The kind- 
nefs of my friends is ever the fame 1 wifh,. 

though, I had thee to nurfe me — ^but I am deny 'd 

that. — Write to me twice a week, at lead. Gob? 

blefs thee^ my child, and believe me ever, ever^ 

tiiy 

Afiedionate father^. 

T a. 
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LETTER CXXVIIIr 

To, MRS, J . 

TucWay 
Your poor friend is fcaroe able to write — ^he has 
been at death's door this week with a pleorifj— lUl 
was bled three times on Thurfday, and blifter'd oa 
Friday — The phyfician fays I am better — God knows, 
for I feel myfelf fadly wrong, and fhall, if I recover^ 
be a long while of gaining ftrength. — Before I have 
gone through half this letter, I muft flop to reft my 
weak hand above a dozen times. — Mr, J.— — was 
fo.good to call upon me yefterday, I felt emotions 
not to be defcribed at the fight of iiim, and he over- 
joy'd me by talkipg a great deal of you.— — Do, 

dear Mrs, J , entreat, him to come to-morrow, 

or next day, for perhaps I have not many days, qr 
hours, to live — I want to alk^a favour of him, if I 
find myfelf worfe — that I fliall beg of you, if in this 
wreftling I come off conqueror. — My fpirits are fled 

—'tis a bad omen do not weep, my dear Ladj 

— — — ^your tears are too precious to flicd for pie 
bottle them up, and may the cork never be drawn, 
— Deareft, kindeft, gentleft, ani beft of women ! 
txi^j health, peace, and happinefs prove your hand- 
maids !— If I die, cherifh the remembrance of me, 
and forget the follies which you fo often, condemn'd 
— which my heart not mj head, betrayed me into. 
Should my child, my Ly^ia, want a mother, ipay I 
hope you will (^if ftitiskftj^^ttiiX.kfs) takehcr to 
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your bofom ? You are the only woman on earth 
I can depend upon for fuch a benevolent aAion.— . 
I wrote to her a fortnight ago% and told her what 
I truft fhe would find in you* - "Mr. J— will 
be a father to her — he will protect her from every 
infult, for he -wears a fword which he has ferved his 
country, with, and which -he would know how to 
.draw out of the fcabbard in defence of innocence—- 
Commend me. to him -as 1 now commend you to 
that Being who takes under his care the good and 
kmd part of the world. — Adieu. All grateful thanks 

to you and Mr. J. r 

Your poor affeftionate friend, 

L. STERNCo 

LETTER CXXIX. ^ -j 

■ ' 1 BEHELD her tender look — he^ pathetic eye 
petri^ed my fluids — the liquid dilTolution drowned 
thofe once bright orbs — the late'fympathetic fea- 
tures, fo pleafing in their harnixbny, are- now blafled 
— ^withered — and are dtiid ;— her charms are dwind- 
led into a melanchcl/ which demands my pity. — 
Yes my friend — oor once fprightly and vivaci- 
ous Harriot is tliat very objeft that muft thrill your 
foul. — How abaildoned is that heart which bulges 
the tear ' of innocence, and is the caufe— the fatal 
canfe of overwhelming the fpotlefs foul, and plung- 

• Frora'thi« eircumfVance it may be cronjcdlurcd, that this lettier 
wa« written on Tucfday the 8th of March 1768^ tcada^^ U<.Cv«;^ 
A'r- Sterne died. 

i 
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ing the yet untainted mind into a fea of forrow and 
repentance— Though bom to proteft the fair, docs 
not man aft the part of a demon ? — firft alluring 
hj his temptations, and then triumphing in his vic- 
tory — When villany gets the afcendancy, it feldom 
leaves the wretch till it has thoroughly polluted him 
—T' ******, once the joyous companion of our ju- 
venile extravagancies, by a deep laid fcheme, fo far 
ingratiated liimfelf into the good graces of the old 
man — that even h^, with all his penetration andex« 
perience (of which old f^lks gen«rally pique them- 
felves), could not perceive his drift, and, like the 
goodncfs of his oven heart, believed him honourable : 
■ had 1 known his pretenfions— I would have 
flown on the wings of friendfliip — of regard — -of 

afFeftion and refcued the lovely innocent from 

the hands of the^fpoiler; — ^be not alarmed at mj 
declaration — I have been long bound to her in the 
reciprocal bonds of affeftion ; but it is of a more 
delicate flamp than the grofs materials nature has 
planted in us for procreation — I hope ever to re- 
tain the idea of innocence, and love her ftill : 

I would love the whole fex were they equally de- 
fer ving. 

. , , taking her by the hand— the 

other thrown round her waift — after an intimacy al- 
lowing fuch freedoms with a look deceitfully 

plcafing, the villain poured cut a torrent of protefta- 
tio:iS — and though oaths are facred — fwore with all 
the fortitude of a confcienti^us man ■ the depth 
of his love,-.^the height of his efteem — the flrength 
of his attachment : — by thefe, and other artful means 
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ofwcr his abandoned purpofc (for which jou 
¥ he is but too well qualified)— he gained on 
>pen unexperienced heart of the generous Har« 

and robbed her of her brighteft jewel— Oh 
land ! where are your fenators ? — where are your 

? Ye Heavens ! where refts your deadly 

dcr ?— why arc your bolts reft rained from o'er- 
ming with vengeance this vile feducer ?— 1,_ 
xiendy I was the nninilter fent by juftice to re<- 
e her wrongs — revenge — I difclaiai it — to rc- 
i her wrongs.— The news of affiidion flies — I 
d it, and pofted to ****, where, forgetting my 
ider this is the ttyle of the enthuiiaft it 

became my charafter— 1 faw him in his re- 

1 flew out of the chaife— caught him by 

ollar — afid in a tumult of paflion— demanded—* 

if anger is excufable, it muft be when it is ex« 

by a dettftation of vice . I demanded him to 

re alas ! what was not in my power to re« 

, — Vengeance I . a nd (hall thcfe vermine — 

fpoilers of the fair— thefe murderers of the 
. — lurk and creep about in dens^ fecurc to them- 
5, and pillage all around them '— Diitraded 

my rage 1 charged him with his crime — — 

)ded his bafenefs—— condemned his villany.. 
» coward guilt fat on his fulien brow, and, like 
miaal confcious of his deed, tremblingly pro- 
ced his fear. — He hoped means might be found 
a fufficient atonement offered a tender of 
and as a fatisfadion, and a life devoted to her 
:e as a recompenfe for his error.— His humilU- 
liruck me — 'twas the only t&t^u^\it^^>A^'^^ 
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contrived' to affuage my anger — I''hefitated--pau£ed 
—thought and (till muft think on fo important 
a concern :— affift-me ■! am half afraid of trail- 
ing mj Harriot in the hands of a man, whofe cha- 
racter I too well^know to be the antipodes of Har« 
riot's— -He all fire and diflipation ; — ihe all meekne& 
and fentiment !-— nor can I think there is anj hopes ' 
of reformation ;-— the offer proceeds more from fur- 
prife or fear, than jullice and Unceritj-^^Tlie' world 
m .the world will exclaim, and my Harriot be a 

call- off from fociety L et her— —I had rather fee 

her thus, than miferabljr linked for life to a lump of 
vice — ^fhe ihall retire to fome ^corner of the world, 
and there weep-^out the remainder of her days in 
forrow — forgetting the wretch who has abufed her- 
confidence,. but ever remembering the friend wlro 
confoles her in retirement.— -You, my dear Charles, 
fli^l bear a part with me in the delightful talk of 
whifpering ** peace to thofe who are in trouble, and 
*< healing the broken in fpirit." 

Adieu. 

LAURENCE STERNE. ' 

LETTER CXXX.,^ 

TO-THE SAME. 



8IK, 



X FEEL the weight of obligation which your friend- 
ihip has laid upon me^ and if it ihould never be in 
my power to make you a recompenfe, I hope you 
will be recompenfed at the " refurreSion of the 
« juft."-— — I hope. Sir, we fliall both be found ia 
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th^tt catalogue ;-->and^ we are encouraged to hops^ 
bj the example of. Abraham's faith, eveo " againft 

" hope." 1 thiuk there is, at lead, as much pro^ 

babilitj of our reaching and rejoicing in the " havea 
" where we would be," as there. was of the old Pafc- 
triarch's having a child by his old wife. — There is 
not anj perfon living or dead, whom I have fo flrong 
a deiire to fee and. converfe with as yourfelf; 
Indeed I have no inclination to vidt, or- fay a fyllable 
to. but a few peribns in this lower vale of vanity and 
tears beiides you ;-r-but I often.jderive.a peculiar fa«> 
tisfadlion in converfing with the ancient and modera 
dead, — -who yet live and fpeak excellently in their 
works. — My neighbours think me often alone, 
and yet at fuch times I am in company with more 
than five hundred mutes— ^each. of whom, at my 
pleafure, ^conununicates . his ideas to me by dumb 
figns— -quite as intelligibly as any perfon living can 
do by uttering q£ words.r— ^They always keep the 
diftance from .me which 1 dire£V,-*-and, with a xno#- 
tion of Qiy hand, I can bring them as near to me as 
I pleafe,*--! lay hands on fifty of them fomeiimes in 
an.evening, and handle t^em as I like ; — they never 
complain of ill ufage, and, when difraiiled frona 

my prefence— -though ever fo abruptly-^ taken© 

ofience. Such convenience, is not to be enjoyed-*- 
nor fuch liberty to be taken-— with the living :— we 
are bound-^in point of good manners, to admit all 
our pretended friends- when they knock for an en- 
trance, and difpenfe with all the nonfenfe or imper« 
tinenece .wliich they broach till they think proper to 
Withdraw: nor can. we take the Vibexl^ ol\v\xtENJv^ 
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and decently oppoflng their fentiments widiottt ex* 
citing their difguli, and being in danger of their 
fplenetic reprefentation after thej have left us. 

I ana weary of talking to the many w ho though 
quick of hearing — ^— are fo ** flow of heart to be-^ 
** lieve"— propofitions^ which are next to felf-evidentr 
You and I were not cad in one mould — corporal com- 
parifon will atteft it,— and yet we are fiafliioned fo- 
much alike, that we may pafs for twins :— were it 
poffible to take an iuventory of all ows fentiments^ 
and feelings — juft and unjuft — holy and impure- 
there would appear a» little difference between them 
as there is- between itiJlind: and reafon—- or — wit and 
xnadnefs : the barriers which feparsfcte thefe— like the 
real eflence of bodies— efeape the piercing eye of 
metaphyfics, and candot be pointed out more clear* 
ly than geometricians define a ftraight line,, which is 
faid. to have lengdi without breadth. — O ye learn- 
ed anatomical aggregates, who pretend to inftruft o» 
ther aggregates ! be as candid as the fage whom je 
pretend to revere— and tell them, that all you know 
is, that you know nothing I' 

1 have a mort to communicate to you, on dif* 

ferent fubjefts — my mountain will- be in labour till I 
fee you — ^and then, — what then I why you muft ex- 

pe6l to fee it bring forth — a moufe. 1 therefore 

befeech you to have a watchful eye to the cats I— 
but it is faid that mice were defigned to be killed by 
cats— cats to be worried by dogs, &c. &c. — This 
may be true — and I think f am made to be killed by 
my cough,~which is a perpetual plague to mc: 
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nvhat, in the name of found lungs, has mj cough to 

do with JOU-— or jou with my cough ? 

I am. Sir, with the moll perfed aficdion and 

efieem. 

Your humble fervant, 

LAURENCX STERKB. 
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TO *♦♦*, 
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I HATE received your kind letter of eritical, and, I 
will add, of parental advice, which, contrary to my 
natural humour, fet me upon looking gravely for 
half a day together ; fometimes I concluded you had 
not fpoke out, but had ftronger grounds for your 
hints and cautions than what your good nature knew 
how to tell me, efpecially with regard to prudence 
as a divine ; and that you thought in your heart the 
vein of humour too free for the folemn colour of my 
coat. A meditation upon death had been a more 
fuitable trimming to it, I own ; but then it could 

not have been fet on by me. M. F , whom I 

regard in the clafs I do you, as my beft of critics 
and well-wiihers, preaches daily to me on the fame 
text : " Get your preferment firft. Lory," he fays, 
" and then write and welcome.*' But fuppofe pre- 
ferment is long a- coming— and, for aught I know^ 
I may not be preferred till the refurreftion of the 
juft — and am all that time in labour, how mu(l I 
bear my pains? Like" pious divines? or,T?LXi\tT^\\kfc 
able phUofophcTS, knovfing that one ^^iffiiQii v^ ^xi^^ 
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ginal.— — I (hould have fent this fragment as foon 
as I faw Mrs. Medallc's advertifcment, had I sot 
been at a diftance from my papers. I expefl much 
entertainnoent from this pofthumous work of a man 
to whom no one is more indebted for amufenient 
•and iniirudion^ than. 

Sir, 
Yonr bumble fenraot, 

AN IMFROMPTU. 

No— not one farthing would I give for fuch a coat 

in wet weather, or dry If the fun {bines, you 

are fure of being melted, becaufe it clofes fo tight 
about one— if it rains, it is no more a defence thaa 
a cobweb — a very fieve, o' my confcience ! that lets 
through every drop, and, like many other things 
that are put on only for a cover, mortifies you with 
difappolntment, and makes you curfe the impoilure 
when it is too late to avail one's felf of the difco- 
very. Had I been wife, I Ibould have examined the 
claim the coat had to the title of ^^ defender of the 
^ body"-^before I had trufted my body in it.— —I 
ihould have held it up to the light, like other fufpi« 
picious matters, to have feen how much it was likdy 
tu admit of that which I wanted to keep out— ^ 
Vfrhether it was no more than fuch a frail, flimfyi 
contexture of fiefh and blood, as I am fated to carry 
about with me through every track of this dirty 
H'orld, could have comfortably and iafely difpenfed 
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with in fo fliort a journe y t aking into mj ac« 

count the chance of fpreading trees-— thick hedges 
o*erhanging the roa d with twenty other coverts 
that a man may thrnft his bead unde r * ■ i f he is 
not violently puQied oh by that d— 4 ftimulus 
you know where-— that will not let a man fit ftiU ia 
one place for half a minute together- ■ b ut like « 
yoong mettlefomc tic, is eternally on the f ret, and is foe 
puflitng on ftill farther-— or if the poor feared devil ia 
not hunted tantivy by a hue and cry with gyves and 
a halter dangling before his eyes— -Now, in either 
cafe, he has not a minute to throw away in Handing 
fiiUy buty like King Lear, mud brave '^the peltinga of 
^ a pitilefs ftorm,'' and give heaven leave to ** rum« 
^ Ue its bellyfuL— fpit fire— --or fpout rain" as 
^tcfuUy as it pleafeth, without finding the inclina- 
turn or the refolucion to ilacken his pace, left fome* 
thing Ihould be loft that might have been gained, or 
Bore gotten than he well knows how to get rid of 
——Now, had I afted with as much prudence as 
fame other good folks— ——I could name many of 
them who have been made b ps within my re- 
membrance, for having been hooded and muffled up 
ia a large quantity of this dark drab of mental ma^ 
nufafture than ever fell to my (harei— and abfo« 
iutdy for nothing eUe— ^s'will be feen when they 
are undreflcrd another day— —Had I but as much as 
might have been taken out of their cloth without 
lefl^ning much of the fize, or injuring in the leaft 
the ihape,. or contrading aught of the doublings 
and foldings^ or eoDiaiDg U^ a lets citc\!iix&ttt.xiQ^) 
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the fuperb fweet of anj one cloak th^t^'^any^ 
k — p ever wrapt himfelf up in. ■ H hdM 
never have given this coat a-place xipon my iboiiU- 
crs^ I ihould have feen by the light atone 
glance, how little it would* keep out of rain, by 
how little it would keep in of darkneCs-^—This a coat 
for a rainy da j? Do, prsi7» ntadam, hold it up to 
that window— -—did you ever fee fuch Bn t/lu/lrions 
coat'&ice the day you could diftinguifh between a 
coat and a pair ol breeches ?■ My lady did not 
Underftand derivatives, and fo fhe could not fee 
quite through my fplendid pun. Pope Sixtus woidd 
have blinded her with the fame-^ darknefs of excef« 
^ five light." • What a^od of it breaks in through 
thisi rent ? what an irradiation beams through that? 
what twinklings-A-what fparklings as you wave it 
before your eyes in -the broad face of the fun? 
Make a fan out of it for the ladies to look at their 
gallants with at church — 'It has not ferved me for 
one purpofe— *-it will ferve them for two — ^This is 
coarfe flu ff of worfe manufaAure than the cloth 
—Put it to its proper ufe, for I love when things 
fort and join well — ^Make a philtre * of it — ^while 
•there is a drop to be extra£ted-< 1 Jknow but one 

•■■* This aHiidoA is improper. A fftiiHre originally figniftei a lent 

|X)(ion and^af ;it is ufed a^ a noviv from the verb pbiltrate^ 

jnuft fignify Si.firaifterf not z /ucker-^—^Clo&k is fometiiiies v&d 
'for the puirpofe ot' draining by nxeuis of. its pores or capiHaiy 
^bes, but its a^on is contrary -to phihration. His meajiing i* 
obvious enough) but as he drew- up this -ftagmeiit. without tbof 

jnng bis pen, asl was infonxk^, it U .no wonder be ened.xn thi 

appJicntion offome of his terms. 
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FRAGMENT. 



GHAP. L. 

Showing two Things ; firfty what a Rabelaic Fellow^, 
LoNGiNUS Rabelaicus, is ; aud^ fecondlyy how^* 
tavaiierly he begins his Book*- 

JMy dear and thrice reverend brethren, as welf 
archbifhop and bifhops, as the r^ of the inferior 
elergy ! would it not be a glorious thing, if any 
man of genius and capacity amongft us for fuch a 
virork, was full)r bent within himfelf, to fit down 
immediately and compofe a thorough-ftitch'd fyftem- 
af the Kerukobxedi A,, fairly fetting forth, to the 
beft of his wit and memory, and collefting for that 
purpofe, all that is needful to be known and under- 

ftood of that art I Of what art. ? cried Panurge,. 

Good God!: anfwer^ LoNGiNUS (making an ex« 
damation,, but taking care at the fame time to mo- 
derate his voice), why, of the art of making all: 
kinds of your theological, hebdodomical, roftrummi- 

0al, humdrummical what d'ye calls 'ems 1 will 

be ftiot, quoth Epi/lemon,.\i all this ftcff^ of xivvcva 
af a roailed horfe is /imply no more xiiaxv ?>— , 
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Saufages ! quoth Panurge. Thou haft fallen twelve 
feet and about five inches below the mark^ anfwered 
Epijiemony foT I hold them to be Sermons which 
i'aid word (as I take the matter) being but a word of 
low degree for a book of high rhetoric— —-Lewg^z/yw 
Rabelaicus was foreminded to ufher and lead in his 
differtation with as much pomp and parade as he 
could afford \ • a nd for my own part, either I 
know no more of Latin than my horfe, or the Ke* 
ruhpaedia is nothing but the art of making *em— — 
And why not, quoth Gymtiafty of preaching them 
when we have done ? — ^Believe me, ^ear fouls, this 
is half in half — and if fome ikilful body would but 
put us in a way to 4o this to fome tun e T hou 
wouWft not have them chanted furely ? quoth ^r^» 
bouietj laugh^pg. — ^No, nor canted neither \ quoth 
Gymna/ly crying — but what I mean, my friends^ 
fays Longinus J^ahehicus (whd is certainly one of the 
greatcft critics in the weftem world, and as Rabe- 
^ic a fellow as ever exifted) — what I mean, fays he> 
interruptmg diem both, and refuming his difcourfe, 
is this, that if all the ficatter'd rules of the KertA(h 
paedia could be but once carefully collefted into one 
code, as thick as Panurgis head, and the whole 
cleanly digefted — (Poogh, fays Panurge^ who felt 
himfclf aggrieved) — and bound up, continued LotU' 
rinuSf by way^ of a: regular inftitute, and. then put 
into the hands of every Mcenfed preacher in Great 
Britain and Irehndy juft before h« began to com- 
pofe, I maintain it — I deny it flatly, quoth Panwrff 
What ? anfwered Lotiginus RabelaUus'y with att 
the temper in the world. 
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CHAP. 11. 



In which the Reader will begin to form a judgment of 
what an hljioricaly Dramatical'^ Anecdotical^ JHU" 
gorical^ and Comical kind of a Work he has got hold 

JrloMENAS, who had to preach next Sunday (before 
God knows whom) knowing nothing at all of the 
matter — ^was all this while at it as hard as he 
could drive in the very next room : for, hav- 
ing fouled two clean (heets of bis own, and being 
quite (luck fafl in the entra<ice upon his third gene- 
ral divi/um^ and finding himfelf unable to get either 
forwards or backwards with any grace——" curfe 
** it," fays he (thereby excommunicating every mo- 
ther's fon Who fliould think differently), " why may 
^ not a man lawfully call in for help in this, as weH 
•* as any other human emergency ?'* So, with- 
out any more argumentation, except ftarting up and 
nimming down from the top (helf but one, the fe- 
cotid volume of Clarke — though without any felo- 
nious intention of fo doing, he had begun to clap 
me in (making a joint firft) five whole pages, nine 
round paragraphs, and a dozen and a half of good 
thoughts aU of a row \ and, becaufe there was a 
confounded Hgh gallery — ^was tranfcribing it away 
like a little devih " Now,** quoth Homenas U> him- 
felf ** though I hold all this to be fare and fquare, 
yet, if Tom foand out, there will be the ie>3kC^ 'axv^ 
iH to p^LjJ^-'^Wfjy are the hells ringing baifewardk^ ^oii 
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lad F What is all that crowd *ahouty honeJF manT 
HOMENAS was got upon DoElor ClarK^S hackyjir-^ 
And what of that y my lad ? Why^ and pkafe youj he has 
broke his neck^ andfra5lured hisjkully and befouled bim^ 
felf into the bargain^ by a fall from the pulpit Pwofmes 
high, Alas ! poor Homenas I Homenas has done his 
bufinefs ! ■ Homenas will never preach more while 
breath is in his body. — ^Nb, faith, I fliall- never again 
be able, to tickle it oiF as I have done.. I may fit up 
whole winter nights, baking my blood with hedic 
watchings, and write as folid as a Father of the* 

church or I may fit down whole fummer days,, 

evaporating my fpirits into the fineft thoughts, and 
write as florid as a Mother of it. In a word,. I may 
compofe myfelf off my legs, and preach till I burft 
— and when I have done,, it will be worfe than if 
not done at all.— Pr^^, Mr, Such-a-^ne^ who held' 
forth loft Sunday ? DoElor Clarkey I trow, fays one^ 
Prayy what DoBor Clarke ? fays a fecond : Why^ Ho- 
menas^s DoElor Clarkey quoth a third,> O rare Home' 
nas I cries a fourth : Your fervant^ Mr. HomenaSy 
quoth a j^)6.—— 'Twill be all over with me, by , 
Heaven ! ■ I may as well put the book from 
whence I took it. — Here Homenas burft into a flood' 
of 'tears, which falling down belter flcelter, ding; 
dong, without any kind of intermiflTion for fix mi- 
nutes and almoft twenty-five feconds, had a mar- 
vellous effiefl: upon his^ difcourfe ; for,, the aforefaid. 
tears, do you mind, did fo temper the wind that was 
rifing upon the aforefaid difcourfe, but, falling for 
the moft part peTpeivd\cuVw\^> and hitting the fpirits 
at right angles, wluch >n^i^ mc>\xxvX\£v'^V^'raM^\^^^ 
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all over the furface of ^he harrangue, they not only 
played the devil and all with the fublimity — ^but, 
moreover, the faid tears, by their nitrous quality, 
did fo rerfigerate, precipitate, and hurry down ta 
die bottom of his foul, all the unfavoury particle* 
which lay fermenting (as you faw) in the middle of 
his conception, that he went on in the cooleft and 
chafteft ftyle (for a foliloquy I think) that ever mor- 
tal man uttered. 

" This is really and truly a very hard cafe," con- 
tinued Homenas to himfelf — Pafwrge, by the by, and 
all the company in the next room, hearing all along 
every fyllable he fpoke ; for you muft know, that 
tiotwithftanding Panurge had opened his mouth as 
ivide as he could for his blood, in order to give a 
tound anfwer to Longinus Rabelaicus^s interrogation, 
which concluded the laft chapter— yet Homenais 
rhetoric had poured in fo like a torrent, flap-daih 
through the wainfcot amongft them, and happening 
at that uncritical <:ri(is, when Panurge had juft put 
his ugly face into the above-faid pofture of defence 

—that he ftopt fliort ^he did indeed — and though 

his head was full of matter, .and he had fcrewed up 
every nerve and mufcic belonging to it, till all cried 
crach again, in order to give a due projeftile force 
to what he was going to let fly full in Longinus Ra-^ 
ielaicu/s teethj who fat over againft him-r-yet, for 
ill that, he had the continence to contain himfelf. 
For he ftopt fliort, I fay, without uttering one word 
except Z— ds — Many reafons may be afligned for 
his ; but the moft true, the moft ftrong, the moft 
lydroftatical, and the moft philofophic^x^^fotv^'SNV^ 



word, good or bad, but flood gaping, and 
Kke what you pleafe — fo that the breaks . 
tiius — which HorruHta't grief had made in^ thi 
die of his difcourfe, which he could no moi 
than he could fiy — produced no other change 
room where Longinus RaMaicut, Epiflermn, G 
Triioultt, and nine or ten more honefV blac 
pk Kerulcopaedizing together, but that it ga' 
to Gymnq/f to give Panurge » good fquafliing 
under his double chin { whiclp Pomtrge tai 
good part, and jult a^ it was tneant by Gymt 
forthwith fhut his mouth — and gently fitting 
upon a floel, though fomewhat eccentrically ; 
of neighbours tow, but liftening,* as all the I 
with might and main, they, plainly and di 
heard every fyllable of what you wiil find n 
in the very next cbaptei.. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



THE EARL OF CHARLEMONT, 



My Lord, 

X HAVE not the honour of being known to yout 
Lordfliip. My fole reafon, then, for prefenting 

thefe volumes to you, arifes from the refpe6l and 
efteem I have often heard the author of them pro- 
fefs towards your Lordlhip's perfon and character* 

Upon reading the following pages to me one day, 
he flopped at the end of a particular chapter, and 
cxpreffed himfelf thus : ** Swift faid, ^That if there 
** were but a doien ArbuthnoTS in the world, he 
** would burn his Gullivkr. In like manner,'* 
added he, " I declare, that if there were only as 
** many Chalemonts in thefe kingdoms, 1 would 
** alfo commit my * Primmer to the flames." 

So honourable a teftimony as this, fufficiently juf- 
tifies the preference with which I fubfcribe myfclf, 
on this occafion, your Lordlhip's 

Moft humble 

and obedient fervant> 

THE EDITOR. 



* Thii article will unfold itfelf in due time. Sec Cliap. XI. 
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^ while thofe, indeed, cannot be too loudlj anatlie- 
" matizcd, which aim direftlj, or even with the 
** mod remote obliquity, againft any one principle of 
** honour, morals, or religion *.'* 

Thefe notes were defigned by the author, to frame 
a larger work from than the prefent, to be publifhed 

after he ftiould find himfelf — or the public tired 

of the fportivc incoherence of his former volumes: 
—but his untinyely and unexpeftcd death prevented 
him from digefling and completing this fcheme. 

Thcfe fheets had been put into my hands fome 
time before this unhappy event, to correal or caned, 
as I fhould think proper ; and he left them with me, 
on his death- bed, to difpofe of after what manner I 
might choofe — either to be kept among my mifcella^ 
.neous papers^ for my own amufement, or publifbed 
to the world, or thrown into the fire. His ex- 

preflion to me, upon that affecting occafion, wa3 
ccjually elegant and flattering* 

£t dixit moriens — TV mu/ic bahet ^ifa secuikium. 

I imagined, that any traft of this author, cfpecially 
into wliich he transfufes fo much of his very foul,, 
might afford fome entertainment to the public; and 
I have therefore committed thefe incorrcft pieces, 
and unfinifhed Iketches, to the prefs, without at- 
tempting to make any manner of addition or altera- 
tion in them, except the leaving out of fome paf- 
fages that were either unintelligihle-'^ox too plain. 

And if there fliould yet appear to have remained 

• Sec Chap. XI, • 
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fome other particulars, which the fcrupuloiis readev 
ma J think to have seeded the farther ufe of thejiyle^ 
I am very certain that he will meet with fufficient 
matter, in the reft of the work, to make the author's 
apology^ and to ferve alfo as a juftification of 



THE EDITOR. 
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PRIVATE LETTER 



KRjOM 



THE AUTHOR TO THE EDITOR. 



TO ONE IN A MILLION. 

My very good Friend, 

X AM jud returned from hunting o'er the hills and 
yhr avm' j and as my manner lias ever been, whrthex 
ridiag^ walking, floating/ fwiimning or boating 
and 1 dare venture to hold a wager, that it would be 
the fame if I was flyin g ■ to revolve thofe Iiibjefts 
in my nfind, which I purpofe, at any time of my 
life,, to difcufs in writing, your requeft to me lately 
has occupied my whole thoughts all this morning* 
£,xfierieris non Dianam magis in montibus, quam Mi" 
nevoam inerrare, ^s Pliny fays. 

In fuch a memoiring and memorable age as this, 
"why not write my own Memoirs ? vexatus toties, I 
have gone through a multitude of novels, within 
thefe few years pafl, and have attended, with mod 
exemplary patience and perfeverance, chapter after 
chapter, in hope that the next anecdote might poC- 
fibly make me fome amends for the dulnefs of the 
former. In vain I Modern noVclifts fcaca \a \^^ 4x^ 

As 
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fieient, even in invention. We forgive them their 
total want of language^ Aj^^^ moral character or fen- 
timent. 

My feries of life has happily faved me the entire 
labour of conception. For the mere literal narrative 
of my adventures, from the moment I was uncafed 
from my firfl envelope^ till the inftant I (hall efcape 
from this fecond caul — ^for the -context and com- 
plexion of my paft life will probably form the weft 
and hue of my future would amufe and intereft 
my readers, though recited in the fimplicity of my 
nurfe, the ftupidity of my pedagogues, or the tedi- 
oufnels of modern memoi rifts ; who may be faid, ac- 
cording to Ariftotle's figure, flyled Paronomci/iay to 
write more poi^ Faim^ than Tame. For I take Ne- ' 
ceflity to be a mufe that's fairly worth the nine, and 
literary Fame to be lineally derived from Tames* 

Pray don't be alarmed at the word Koran, wmch 
I have chofen to make the title of thefe papers. I 
am not turned Muflulman ; but I hate appropriated 
names, becaufe they reftrain the language too much, 
and are apt to lead to fuperftition. And I fee no 
reafon why my vifions and vagaries have not as good 
a right to be called Al Koran, or Tie Koran, as t^t 
inventions and mipoGtions of Mahomet ; which were 
flyled fo, merely aiibeiog a coUeSion of chapter S"^^ 
for fo the word in Arabic fignifiest 

But to proceed 
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THE KORAN. 



CHAP. I. 



THE CHANCE MEDLEY. 



A S I amy at length and long-run, fafely delivered 

into the world, and fairly entered into life, I think 

it high time now to give you fome account of myfelf 

fo often promifed, and fo long delayed — which 

I fliall do, in as few words as the nature of the fub- 

jeft, and the writer of it, will permit. Hie vir, hie 

eft^ tibi quern promittifapius audisi ^ 

I was really born — ^ — no doubt On't : for if I had 

not, I fliould never have pretended to fay fo^ — But 

firft let me account for myfelf, in the chara6ler I at 

prefcnt ftand before you, as ' an author which I 

never intended nor indeed was ever intended— 

to be. I happened to become one by mere ch-ance. 

Chance has ever been my fate. My father never 
deligned me any manner of education. He was a 
brave foldier^ and defpifed it. What a power of 
courage he muft have had ! So I learned to read and 
write, by chance. I miched once to fchool, and pick- 
ed up a little literature, by chance, I never meant 
to marry, and yet it was my luck to get a wife. I 
never had any patron, but was provided for hy/ortuns*^ 

AS 
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Chance, Luck, and Fortune, then have been mj 
Clotboj AtropoSf and Lacbefis-^-^Jxadi fo I have afluaied 
the cognomen of TriajunBa in uno ■ which is 
another chance alfo ; as I never once thought of fuch 
a derivation before this very inftant. 

But how an author by chance, prithee ?— PU tcU 
you, if you'll have but a little patience. 

CHAP. II. . 

THE CRITICAL REVIEWERS. 

JL HIS method of dividing a fubjeft into chapters, is 
an admirable expedient for your pennyworth wits, 
and your twopenny readers. It ferves as reding 
paufes to both. 

Divifum dc breve fiet opus. 

The Bible itfelf might, perhaps to fome, appear te- 
dious, if it was not for the comfortable relief of 
chapters. 

Befides, the intervals, or white lines, as tbe print- 
ers ftyle them, help to fwell the volume like a blad- 
der ; or may be compared to an article oi potted faW' 
duft in a bill of fare, which helps to cover a talk, 
though it adds nothing to \htfeq/i. 

Here now I exped that my old ac<|uaintanc€, tbe 
VN critical Reviewers, wDl be apt to remark upon tlus 
paffage, that thefe fpaces are the moft valuable parts 
of my books, as a blanJ^ is better than a blot at any 
time, with other infipidities of the fame fort. 

But let them prate ; for I have long fince brought 
»iyfelf to be very able to bear with them, by becom- 
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ing regardlefs equally of their applatife or ccDfure. 
ITnie critics, like hawks, hunt for ple'afurej but the 
Reviewers, Bke vultures, qk^j for prey. 

And, for this reafon, I don't think that one ihould 
be too -feyere againft the poor devils neither. Thej 
ought rather to become the objeft of our pity than 
refentment, who, like hangmen^ are obliged to n»* 
cute for bread. And it fhould therefore be a cotiii- 
derable advantage to a work, to have received their 
cenfure*— for an author may fet what price he plcui'es 
on a book th«t has been condemned to be burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman* 

CHAP. III. 

THE UNCLE. 

I THINK I promifed in my firft chapter to give you 
my authority in literature. Thus it was— 

I happened to have an imcle once, who was a mi- 
niiler of the .gofpel, but his only iludy was politics. 
He had a laudable ambition to rife in life. Religion 
is undoubtedly a neceSary qualification for that pur- 
pofe in the next world but is not fufBcien( to 
help us forward in this. 

He look carg, therefore, juft to get the thirty ^nine 
articles by heart, to enable him to iland an examina- 
tion of faith on the day of judgment n ot attend* 
ing to the good old faying. Live and learn, die and 
forget ttU : but his maxims were, not to go, nvhi/e you 
Jlay — to Iwe whilji you live ; for at the hour ofdecUb^ 
fuffideta to that day will be the evil thereof 
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In profecution then of this fcheme of fife, he wrote 
and publiftied feveral partj papers, during the reigt 
of Sir Robert Walpole, in favour of his nuiniflrj— 
but Mammon left him in the lurch. They pro- 
duced no eSe€t toward his advancement.— —They 
were poorly written.— ^Parfons generally write ill, 
even upon their own fubjedls. 

He might better have employed himfelf, in faying 
his prayers— for, in this fervice, whatever is well 
meant, is well received, though ever fo ill perform- 
ed : but, in the other cafe, whatever is well executd 
only, is well accepted of,, however Ul^intended*^'-^ 
This mortified our divine. 

Juft at this crifis I happened to return into the 
country ; after having quitted college, and brougbt 
home fome little charader for parts and learning. 

But I am hurrying the reader on too faft. My 
ftock is fmall, and needs economy. So I think that 
I have now wrote enough for this chapter — and ia 
the ft vie of a fermon, I (hall leave you to confidcr 
of what has been faid, and defer the remainder to 
another opportunity. 

CHAP. IV. 

ON MURDER. • 

JboR my own part, I have not the leaft notion hoT^ 

any man or woman either — can bring themfelvcs 

to commit murder — except, indeed, it happened to be 
on the body of a brother, a friend, a miftrcfSf 
or fom^ other fuch fond and dear conneftion as thcfc» 
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Human nature revolts at the very idea : inComnch, 
bat I know not what temptations can induce any 

tedbn to be guilty of fuch a crime for tcmptatiam 

KUQes from nature, whofe ft rouged propenfity is the 
7tTj reverji of it. This vice then muft certainly 
irife from provocation onl y . ■ ■ b ecaufe provocation 
proceeds from the devil. 

Thus, reader, you may perceive— —that is, fup« 
Jofing you to have been attentive to what I am fay- 
ng all this while, that I have here made a nice di- 
linAion of it, between the Jlejb and the devil. 
?ray now, pleafe you to obferve the confequence. 

The provocation then muft be of the higheft kind. 
Ihis cannot arife from any indifferent perfon. They 
can never provoke us fuflScicntly A man or 

woman either deferves to be hanged, for killing 

fuch as thefe. No — A brother, a friend, a child, 
A ivife, or a miftrefs^, muft therefore become the 
proper objeds of our moft deadly refentment. Er- 
go 

The application of this argument in fome other 

chapter. 

CHAP. V. 

THE MINISTERJAL WRIT£R« 

Mt uncle then employed me to write a pamphlet, 
in defence of the miniftry—— not of the gofpel, I 
obeyed his commands, and put the manufcript into 
bis bands \ which he carried forthwith in his own 
nunc to Sir Robert. 
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. He approved of it ; 'twas fent to the pr^efs, and 
procured the parfon preferment— —.but preTcntedi 
*his own ■ .'for it keplT the knight out 9f the Houfi 
of Lards for the remainder of that feptennial. 

The method I ufed in that paniphlet was this— — — 
1 colkfted together every thing that had been ere 
objedted againil the minider^ from his firft entering 
into office till that time, and ip(e dixited •every arti- 
cle of it point blank, in the negative,— -—/ro/» tny wlm 
certain knowledge j and other fiifficient authority, "-^Pl^ 
-firmed myfclf to be no courtier, nor even acquainted 
with one ; but to be a mere country gentleman^ of an 
independent fortune, who had never before troubled 
his head about party dijputes, vulgarly ftiled poiith 
•—but, (hocked at the licentioufnefs of the times, kti 
entered a volunteer in the fervice of my king, txsj 
country, and the fupport of miniilerial virtue aad 
integrity. 

I affirmed, that the high price of provifions, b 
loudly complained of, arofe from the riches and af- 
fluence flowing daily into the kingdom, under the 
aufpices of our minider — and that the accumulation 
of taxes, like the riling of rents, was the fureft to- 
ken of a nation^s thriving that the dearnefs of 

markets, with thefe new imports of government, ne- 
ceflarily doubled induflry — and that an increafe of 
this natural kind of manufaBure, was adding to lU 
capital ftock of the commonwealth. » 

I lamented the fatal efFefts to be apprehended 
from all thefe heats, animofities, and revilinp, 
which, I faid, I had good reafon to affirm, were but 
a method of aflting and mftvlUu^ trcafon, under co- 
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^r^-^r thmt, whenever the fnimjltr was abufed, the 
ng was attacked. 

So profligate parforw, t^hcnevet they fall into 
teftation or con tempt, inveigh againft the impiety 
the times y and charge the fcandal and reproach 
cy have themfelv^s induced upon their funftioQ, 
) the atheifm of the laity. 

This book of mine has been the €odeXf or ars poH" 
^a, of all the mini£lerial fycophant^; ever (ince that 

a-— for I have fcarcely met with a paragraph in 

ly of the fiate-hireling writers, for many years 

»ft, that I could not traoe fairly back to my own 



CHAP. VI. 

ORZGIK OT TTVCLS T0:B(T. 
I 

HE income of my unqle^'s new benefice was confi- 
rable; and I thought that I had fome claim to part 
the enroluments of it. I was amufed with hope 
r feveral years , during which time he contrived to 
: fome other ureful jobs out of me— -But my good 
cle was a courtier, as I told you before* H e 
omifed, and performed, like one. 
Tliis difappointment, this ingratitude, provoked 
f refentment to the higheft degree— —Here read 
B penultima chapter over again, and PH wait for you. 
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However, this incident happened afterwards tc 
turn out a good deal to mj own advantage. 
If I can help' others to live by my wits, faid I toinjF' 
felf, one day that I happened to be in a reafoiun{ 
mood, -what a fool mud I be, not to endeavonr tc 
manufafture them a little toward my own profit? 

I had beenf juft then prieftcd 1 wrote a fef 

mon, preached. and publifhed it. But I hatet 

tell a {lory twice, as much as others do to hear on( 

I then formed the defign of writing my own in( 
moirs Why not ? Every French enfign does tji 
fame/ If we are not of fufficient confequcnce to tl 
world, we certainly sire fo to ourfelves. We fe 

our own felf importance and how natucal is 

to exprefs one*s feelings f 

In order to embellifh this work, I drew a Ikcli 

of my uncle's character. It was bitter enoug 

to fay the truth of it ■ for truth it was— — B 
happening to (how this trait to fome of qiy frienc 
they reprehended me for it.— — Parfons, faid the 
God knows, have enemies enow already 'tb 
need not flander one another* 

No man brooks chiding better ■ ■' n or can I lot 
harbour refentment. I have no inimicality in tt 

nature my blood is milk, and curdles at an< 

. ther*s woe — I bad forgiven the man long befor 
and it was more out of humour, than malice, that 
had been tempted^ not frovoJ^ed, to introduce hiffl< 
the fcene. 

I immediately changed my purpofe. But, 

this defalcation had left an hiatus dejlendui in n 
/>/ece for they axe aWWx. J>ieces .ICvit^^cdtl 
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thafm of this dramatis perfonae bj an imaginarj 
uncle Tobff already fufliciently known to the worlds- 
Many years before this latter era, I happened to 
fall into matrimony— 5^/^ cbarta^ Jilent Tiie 
inodeft reader, and I defire no other, will furely 
Mer me to draw the curtain here.-— And fo finifhes 
the fixth chapter. 

CHAP. VII. 

LE FEVRE. 

And now it is full time to commence a new one— i. 
But I am again precipitating matters and things too 

baftily.— -I was always giddy. The reader mull 

iiave time allowed him for dige{tion.ipi ■ let us take 
.ttp my ftory a little higher. 

, My father was an Englilhman, and had a com* 
ilkatid in the army. He was ftationed in Ireland at 
,the time of my birth^ which Jiappened—— -I forget 
what year in the city of ClonmcL— I remain- 
ed in that kingdom till I was about 'twelve years old 
*— and there I received the firft rudiments of litera* 
ture, from the kindnefs and humanity of a lieuten- 
ant, who was in the fame corps with my father- 
bis name ws^ Le Fevre. 

But, indeed, I owe infinitely more to him than 
tny Latin Grammar. It was he that taught me the 
Grammar of Virtue— -'--^tvf^kS this moil excellent per- 

fon who firft inftilled into my mind the principles 

Dot of a Par/on but of a Divine — It was he who 

imbued wj- foul with humanity, beii^vo\^Yvc^> ^^w^. 
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Thus, you fee, that wit is only a doMe entendrt'^ 
What pity ^tis, ladies, thajt doublfi-entendres are not 
always wit alfo ?— - 

Nay, the prudiih Cowley has, unluckily for us, 
snade them one of the negative definitions of it.; 

« Mach leff can that ha^e any place, 

'* At which a virgin hides her fac e - 
•* Such drofs the finp roufl purge away. "Tii jnlt - • 
^ The writer bluih, whene'er the reader muft.*' 



CHAP. IX. 

WHETHER I MTSfLF BATZ WIT. 

1 HIS point has been queftioned .by fbme — (^e 
Biographer^ Triglyph^ calls me an xinomalous, hetere* 
elite writer, — words, by the by, that fignify the fame 
thing— fays; that / have more fauce than pig ''^^ &c» 

*i They allow me oddnefe, originality, and 'hu» 

dour — ^but deny tne w/V. 

If by this exprefSon they mean epigrammatic 

point, perhaps I may have but little of it.- ^But, 

let wit ht fauce f according to good Mafter Triglyph. 
Muft fauces always be poignant ?— — Is not 
that eftecmed the beft cookery where the ingredi- 
ents are fo equally blended, that no one particular 
flavour predominates over the palate ?— -Decayed ap- 
petites only require the fliarper feafonings. 

They grant me humour, originality, and defcrip* 

tion* What then is wit, if thefe articles do not 

comprehend it?—— Kti^k. \£ \t is any thing clfc^ 

• ThcTri\^mV\T3k.xc»\.Vt'5t^»>R^« 
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U>w little neceflary muft it be, where thefe alreadj 
ire? 

The andents ftyled wit ni^mifrM— -capacity, in* 
mention, powers. — Martial was the firft perfon who 
'educed it to a poinU'-^vA too many of the writings, 
ioce that era of the faux briUiants^ have been fo 
ery eager^ that they have almofl fet one*j teeth on 

So far I am eafy on this fcore, whether they allow 
le wit^ or no. 

CHAP- X- 

OF WIT, IN MORALS. 

L FORMERLY ufed to prefer Pliny's Epiftles, and Se«- 
leca^s Morals, before Cicero's writings of both kinds 
— becaufe of the points of wit, and quaint turns, in 
the former. I remember, when I thought Ho« 
race and Catullus fiat and iniipid— -but it was when 
I admired Martial and Cowley. 

Plain meats, fimply d relied, are certainly more 
wholfome food, than higher cooked repads.— But 
one who has indulged or rather depraved, his appe« 
Ute, with the latter viands, cannot, without difficuU 
.ty, recover his natural relifli for the former. W e 
are juil in the fame circumftances in literature.. 

The fport of fancy, and a play of words, may 
kavc, perhaps, this effeft, to fix the fentiment more 
ftrongly in the mind — ^but I feldom found, that they 
carried their ufes farther ■ . 

Play round the head, but enter not tVie Yicitt* 
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Strong fJirafirsy and oppofitioa of Urm^, ma^ ftore 
the comtnoTi'place of memory with apt fentimentSp 
which may help a pcr£i>ii to Jhim- iq writing, or con- 
verfatioa ; hut this wants the tv\i^ Jfiendour of learn- 
iQg, the Umparato ufa : while fouad feaife and reafon^ 
no re plainly exprefled, operate upon u» in the na- 
ture of an alurati^e' $ft0dicini'-^Q.QWy but fare* 

And, though, by degrees, we bound with vigoj^t 
fi9t our pwn ; yet, not being able dire£lly to in^pute 
our flrength to any foreign affiflance, we are apt to 
cheriih that fenfe and virtue, which we by this 
means acquire, as we de tke bcir^ of our own loins^^ 
while thofe acquifitions we make, by the help of re* 
memhered wit only, ace received into the heart as 
coldly as an adoption, 

I find myfelf moralizing here, -fooiewhat in the 
very ftyle I have been reprehending--— ^but I have 

not {trained my » pen for, when we condemn 4 

fault to carry\on the vein, r-we fliould endea- v 

vour to make an example of it, « And it may be ap- 
plied to me, what was faid of Jeremy, in Love /of 
Lovcy ** that he was declain^ing againft wit, with all 
** the wit he could muller." 

But witty I am henceforth refolved to be for the . 
reft of my life. Lord, Sir, rejolutvon is a power- 
ful thing ; it has rendered many a coward brave, and 

a few women chafte. Let us try now, whether 

this fame miraculous faculty cannot make one par*- 
fon witty — for a wonder* 
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CHAP. XI. 
TRIGLTPH AND TRISTRAM COMPARED, 

iuT the author of the Tnnrivimfe is flill more fe- 
ere on me, on account of fome frcf pafla^rs in my 
orks. — Call them not my wor/^s, but vwy fpof ts only 
■and pleafe to let Mailer Triglj-ph know, that I 
as not writing treatifes on morals^ or Icdurcs on 
ligioDy at that time— -I wrote entirely for the bene* 
qfmf own healthy and that of my renders alfo. 
Bacon, in his Hi/loria Vita et Mortis, recommends 
eerful and light writings to be read, ybr life and 
nh — and T will adually get them inferted among 
I materia medica, in the next edition of the London 
i^nfatory— Why fliould we find fault with tlic 
^cfs of any pafTage, that contributes towards fo 
Btary a purpofe ? what freedoms are not furgeons 
!igcd often to ufc, particularly in obfletric :; ■ ■ ■ 
' the health or (afety of the chaReA maid or ma* 






Soaie ether priilcfopher recommends hue migrt too 
: dje r*I:=f of the mind 

L if-;* ariifro d cheat a^iqa'.nd-) dari. 



Aa ^.^'.iz.t'isx zielicr ut rcdta: iibi. 

Ar-i r, Trho am mrfelf a perf^.£l i^-.W^'/^y.^T fS 
'. 7:tr.c\ :i:.z-A, \rbcT^ ci-fo Is, Tid/^ f, fapi:^ f\tt 
-^, -'a*: Tt riling 5 which divert cr f.A.,\\it:'<xf: r!,c 
-juL ". .r,"'.\ f-'tz 1: arc'i cr free, pr'-.v ': 'i f : '^y ;ip. 
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indeed cannot be too loudly anathematized^ which 
ain> direftly, or even with the moil remote obliquity, 
againft anj one principal of honour, morals, or re- 
ligion. 

But prithee, ladies, is not Trigijph full as arch 
and free as Triftram ? I {hall not take the pains to 
collate the feveral paffages together— nor like friend 
Kidgel, reveal^ while I expofe But is not his 

LXXXVIIIth chapter un €hefd*<euvre in this way? 

He therein mentions the accidental view of a fine 
woman ft ark-naked — ^indeed he neither defcribes her 
perfon, her limbs, her complexion, nor makes ufc 
of any one loofe idea or indecent expreffion— Better 
he had f or then the offence would have ended 
there— But how is the reader^s imagination inflamed, 
and his paflions removed, bj fympathy, with tbofe 
effefts which the fpedator tells you this objeS had 
upon his own fenfes and fenfations ? 

To be able thus to raife a fmile, without a blu/h, 
and to provoke defire without offending decency^ is an 
art, good Matter Triglyph, that is capable of unco- 
lendaring a faint. 

Sedley has that prevailing gentle art, &c. 

But I do not deny the man his merits, as he ha 
alfo the candour not to refufe me mine — for though 
we are both great rivals, it is in a fentiment that 

ought to make us the greater friends ^We fecm 

equally to wifh, and moft fervently pray, for " Glory 
« to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good 
Tv;7i towards'men." Amen ! 
But to proceed— 
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CHAP. XII. 



THE ABIGAIL. 



i^HEN I was about twelve years old, as I told you 
before, my father and mother returned into England, 
ind brought me over with them : I was then placed 
It a regular fchool— at my own moft earneft inftance, 
hreatening, if refufed, to enlift myfelf among the 
IrdUing gypfies, to purchafe any knowledge at any 
ate-^Vrom whence I was, in due time, transferred 

the univerfity. 

I need not trouble you here with a particular ac« 
ount of my education — the benefits of it are fuffi« 
iently apparent in my writings— i^/ your wori, not 
four words prove you, fays fome body— if not, I fay fo 
Qjfelf. So that my life is all that the reader has 
jiy right to call upon me for here* 

In that large field then I was fir ft entered by my 
nother*s maid— This was no flip of mine - t he 
mck-Jliding was all her own— Alas ! what wit had I ? 
—And for this faux pas it is necdlefs to make any 
nanner of apology— Men muft be initiated in the 
myfteries of iniquity, in order the more fafely to pur- 
'ue the paths of virtue— 

And if you will not take my word for it, becaufe 
[ am a Chriftian, liften to what Terence, who was 

1 notorious heathen fays upon this iubjecl : 

Id vcro eft, quod ego mihi puto palmarium, 
Mc rcperiflc quomodo adolcfccntulus 
Mcrctricym ingenia, ct mores, poffct notccrc^ 
Mature ut cum cognovit, perpetuo odcrli. 

B a 
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I happened to marrj, fome time after, and com- 
municated my experience to my wife -Jhe nothing 

loth, &c. 

It would, I think, be highly improper in me to 
add one fentence more to fuch a chapter as this* 



CHAP. XIII. 

ON LITERAL MODESTT. 

A S the world feem* not to be charitably enough in- 
clined to give me credit for the merit of the abov« 
title, it forces me here to break through the very \ 
rules of it, in order to point out thofe inftance* 
where I happen to afford any rare fpecimen of my j 
bien-feance. 

Tiie clofe of my lad chaptet is a remarkable ex- ! 
ample of this kind. — ^With what becoming decency ' 
did I drop the curtain, in that fcene ! According to 
the rule of Horace, j 



Non tamen intui 
Digna gcri, promes in fccoum. 

Ard yet I have read Mearfius, Aufonius, and Mar- 

tinus Scriblerus, I affure you which I think I 

may confefs the more freely, as you may perceive 
that I am not a bit the worfe for fuch dangerous 
prj. cedents. 

A word by the by. — ^Precedents are the band an A 

difgrace of Legiflature.— — They are not wanted, to 

juitify right meafures, — are abfolutely infufficientto 

exciife wrong ones. They can only be ufeful to 

heralds, dancing aiaft.eis> ^vA ^'s.wtlemcn-ulhers,— 
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tcaufe, in thefe departments^ neither reafon, vir- 
e, nor ih^ falus populi or fupre ma Ux^ can have any 
)erationr 

Another inftance of my reticence, is, that though 
brought Terence upon the carpet, I did not quote 
lat paiTage from him, where he has the impudeiu:e 
fay. 

Non eft fla^itiura, credc mihi, adolcfcentulum 
Scortari, Beque potare* 

Acr.LPB. "^ 

Which, though, tn reality, not fpoken in the mere 
ciionary feiije of the words, might have, however 
fen made a finiflcr ufe, had I had any of that pu)- 
v^ate turn of mind that has, fomctimes, been fa 
ifaisly iniputed to me. 

I love a joke ; I don't deny it — and whether 'tis a 

ach or a white one, I own that I do not always wait 
. examine. But what does this fignify ? Abler 
jrfons than I often take things in the lump — and, 
rovided we are but pleafed, methinks it is being ra- 
ler more nice than wife, to confidcr through what 
i«dium. But then, I think it no joke, to debauch 
r corrupt another perfon's mind or principles.— —« 
Iharge this_ upon me who can. 

CHAP. XIV. 

ON LIBERAL MODESTT. 

Jo you comprehend the diltinftioa of this title ? 

)r I am no definitioner. 

tis0f tfM myeJit, jg SLB exprcffioii o£ HetoSJs* "ftftt^ 

B 3 

1 
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calls it pudonmaluSy and the French fay mauvai/e hontem 
By all which terms is meant, that kind of b'iihfulnefs 
which is obferved in young perfons of the beft parts 
and merit) on their firft entrance into life, or mixing 
with th^ world ; and which many people are never 
after able to (hake off. 

This fort of modefty is faid to be highly com- 
mendable, and a token of hopeful prefagc in youth. 
For my part, I cannot fee why — Is it not an advan- ^ 
tage to be in poffefSon of all one's faculties ? — can a 
bafhful perfon be To ? While a little affurance, like 
the 7in£iure of Sage, gives a man, the perfeB pojfejfm 
of him/elf \. 

Can a man, who has a diffidence of his powers^ 
either write, fpeak, love, oi;;, fight, as well as he who 
repofes a confidence in them ? When we would caft a 
refledion on the character of a foldier, need we ufe 
fevcrer terms than to fay, he if haj}jful^^\iz is apt to 
be emharrajfed on the day of battle, &Cn • 

But were we to invefligate this fame imputed mtntf 
in the fchool of philofophy, we fliould probably find 
that has its foundation, not fo much in the modeftj 
of others, as in the vanity of ourfelves. We natu- 
rally except this awe before us, as a deference to our 
own fuperior confequence, and fo are firil flattered, 
before wq praife. 

As I am not much given to adulation myfelf, I ne- 
ver remember to have paid ** a fneaking compliment 
« of th's fort to any one in my life." I have ever 
fat, walked, or conveifed, at perfed eafe, amofig 

> t Sec Dr Hill's Advcrtifemcnt. 
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perfons of the higheft rank or genius a nd (houl4 
be as much aihamed of keeping a refer ve, over what- 
ever little wit or parts I am poflefled of, before peo- 
ple of fuperior talents, as I (hould be of (linking into 
a " flut*s corner" of the room, becaufe there happen- 
ed to be a taller or an handfomer man io companj. 

CHAP. XV. 

THE CARDINAL VIRTUES. 

^^ ELL, reader, — whether you be male or female— i 
methinks I have proved mjfelf man enough for you 
now ; and what would you have more ? You can 
have no right to expe£l any extraordinary adventures, 
or critical (ituations, in the life of a fir.kly, home- 
bred, married, country parfon. 

I have indeed, had fome — fay mtiny— connexions, 
with certain anecdotes, or private memoirs, relative 
to others, that would moft highly entertain you , 
and X think I was never in a better humour for tell- 
ing a flory in my life, than I happen to be at this 
veiy in (1 ant. But my heart fails me. Laugh at me 
as much as you pleafe, and welcome— ——but I (hall 
never make you merry **at the expence of my friends •'' 

With regard to myfelf, I have been ever a think- 
ing—and who would think it ? — rather than an ac- 
tive being. My mind indeed has been an Errant 
Knight, but my body only a fimple Squire— and 
it has been fo harraflld, and chivalried with the wan- 
derings and the wind mills of its mafter, that it ha« 
long wiflied.to quit the fervice— £ttX^t.x\?\^ ^t^\\!i^ 

B4 
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out, with Sancho, ** a bleffing on his heart who firfl 
** invented fleep.*' 

However, notwithftanding the natural indolence 
of this fame body of me, I have contrived to fulfil, 
completelj, all the chara6leriftics of mar.— — which 
fome philofopher fpecifies to be thefe fou r ■ ■ ■' 

To build an houfe- 

To raifc a tree* 

To write a book- 
And 

To get a chi] 
Thefe four cardinal virtues, then, have I already 
mod rcligiouflj performed — ^fo as to be able, accord- 
ing to the moral of the ftory of Protogenes and Apel* 
Ics, told by Prior, 

la life's vific to leate my name. 

Thefe are, all of them, believe mty verb, facer, ^'-^ 
very pleafant operations : infomuch that I am really 
furprifed men do not perform every one of thcffl 
oftener than they do. — ^Tliey are all of them, more- 
over, works, the moft cxprefsly imitative of creatiom 
-— 'Tis to bring order out of chaos, to elicit light 
from darknefs, and to ornament and people the face 
©f the earth. 

Go to — ^go to— ye idle vagabonds of the world- 
Build houfes 

Rear trees 

Write booki.. 

.And 
Get children. 
Endeavour to leave fome relative idea of yourfeltes. 
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behind ye ^fo that if pofterity ihnuld not happen 

to be forty for your death, let them have feme reafoa 
at leaft to be forry that ye had not lived. 

CHAP. XVI. 

A LETTER. 

Madam, 

1 CAN eafily perceive how much you were difappoint- 
cd upon the clofe of my lafl chapter. — ^You had rea- 
fon, I confefs, to have expefted fomething more 
arch from me upon that fubjeft, than I have there 
treated you withal. 

QHid tibi vis, molier f 

But I never pimp for others — and I happened not 
to be in a humour for a joke *' of any colour" mjfelf 
in that feftion. I have laboured under a fevcre fit 
of cholic and afthma for fome time paft. This is a 
great reformer of manners. 

Nay, fo far have I carried my literal modefly in 
that chapter, that where I fpeak of the four charac- 
teriftics of mankind, I comprehend them all under 
the philofophical term of Creation — without diftin- 
guiftiing the latter article, as I might very fairly have 
done, by the mechanical technic of Procreation. 
No — in that paflage you fee I have kept quite clear 
both of pro and Con. 

And again — where I come to mention this lad 
manoeuvre, only make ufe of the general word ^rf 
•inftead of iutroducrng the obfletrical oi:c of ii#- 
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get ; which may it pleafe your ladyfhip, would have 
pointed, you know, more direftly ad rem. 

I am, Madam^ &c* 

T. J. U. 

To the Cduntefs of •***. 

CHAP. XVII. 

THE LAPSUS LINGUJE. 

iJuT, in general, I am not quite fo guarded — I mean 
with refpeft to my expreffions only : — For words 
fomelinies efcape me, without correfponding ideas. 
I happen unfortunately to be infefted with a certain 
peculiar phrafeology, which, in the hurry of fpeech, 
I can rarely command. and this makes me often 
appear to mean what. may be very far from my 
thought at the time. 

1 have fometimes fcolded my fervants, and rated 
my wife and children, with all imaginable ferioufnefs 
— and when I have been (hocked at their appearing 
to tremble too much under the terrors of my wrath, 
think what a mortification it muft have been — " to 
*♦ a man in a paffion" — to perceive that their fides were 
only fliaking with laughter, at fome odd image, or 
ridiculous expreffion I had ftruck out, at a heat^ un- 
awares. 

The fame cannon ball that took off Marefchal 
Turenne's head, carried away one of General St» 
Hilaire's arms. — His fon (landing by, burft into a 
paflioa of grief at his father's misfortune ; who re* 
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proved hiro, faying^ " Weep not, my child, for me 
« —but for bim^ 

The generous concern, and noblenefs of fentiment, 
with which that brave man muft have been affedcd 
at that inftant, were fo powerful over my nerves, that 
it ** made my heart move within me, like the found 
" of a trumpet*." 

I happened to repeat this (lory once in company, 

and it had its-effed ^till concluding it with thefe 

words—** pointing to the namelefs corfe J, with the 
** onlj hand he had left"— they all fell a laughing. 
I thought them brutes— but quickly recoUcding my« 
felf, felt a(hamed. 

jExplaining the mydery of the redemption once to 
a young templar, I happened to make an allufion, 
adapted to his own fcience of the ** levying a fine, 
" and fuffering a recovery 5*' this fimile was repeated 
afterwards to my difadvantage ; and I was deemed aa 
kifidel thenceforward. ^ 

And why ? merely becaufe I am a merry parfon 
I fuppofe— for St. Patrick, the Irifli patron, becaufe 
he was a grave one, was canonized for illuftrating 
the Trinity by the comparifon of a Shamrock %• 

CHAP. XVIII. 

TO THE READER. 

I ou complain ■ that is, I hope you do of the 
ihortnefs of my chapters ^but if you would have 

• So Sir Philip Sydney fays ofhimfclf, whcQCVcr he heard the 
ballad of Piercy and DougUas. 
J Sine nomine corpus. Vvi^.a. 

i The Tfcfvil, or Trou fcuille. 
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them longer, you muft take up with them duller. 
There are but few fubjefts that can afford variety 
enough to entertain you through many pages. 

Therefore, in fteps the good old faying, with great 
propriety, here, that "two heads are better than 
** one'* — and my arguments, like thofe of Hydra, 
grow out of each other : as faft as I difpatch one, 
another fprings up in its place. j 

But never fear, my good readers, for I Ihall make i 
this work as long as I can, though not fo tedious as I , 
might. I ufe no attorney arts to protraft a fuit ; and 
wiih that the Frederick«code was to obtain in litera- 
ture, as well as in law. 

You {hall certainly meet with fubjeft matter fuf- 

ficient for your mone} , in thefe volumes —-but you 

will iind them all under the head, or chapter o/Jbort 

cau/es. 

Few words among friends are beft, they fay ■ 

fewer flill between enemies, I fay And you rauft 

be one or t'other of thefe, believe me for I defy 

your indlfFcrc:nce. 



CHAP. XIX. 

ANOTHER man's WIFE. 

About a year before I was married, I received the 
following moil extraordinary and interefting letter— 
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See chapter XV. paragraph 2d. 



But, as I was faying, what bufinefs, now a- days 
fince the Reformation has expunged the good old 
practice of confejfing out of our Ritual, can a parfon 

have with another man's wife ? To fay that (he 

called upon me in her difficulties, and that I relieved 

her from want, and f uccoured her in diftrefs and 

that thefe very confiderations would have put it ab- 
folutely out of my power to have attempted her, had 

I been ever fo much a libertine availed me not. 

The reply was ftill* that Jhe was another fnan*s 
wife. 

So that, it feems, all wives are to be treated like 

the queens of Spain who, if they happen to 

tumble into a ditch, muft be fufFered to lie, .kicking 
and fprawling there, for life, till the royal con fort 
fliall be at leifure, or fo difpofed, to go and take them 
out of it. 

It is death for any fubjtft to lay his profane finger 
on her Majejly, And as the crown lawyers have not 
yet been able to determine in wh^t point of her moft 
facredperfon htr divinity refides, hands oflPfrom every 
part of her body has been alwajs deemed the fafeft 
raeafure. 

One of thefe miferahles of Jlate happened once to 
be thrown from her palfrey, on the pavement of the 
EsfcuriaL Her royal foot ftuck in the ftirrup, and 
fhe was dragged round the area for a conliderable 
time, her faithful equerry running all the while by 
her fide, his head turned averfe, his ^tta^ ^xCv^^^ 
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out, and holding his hat between his thumb, index, 
and middle, finger— ^as dancing-mailers teach you oa 
a falute — over ber Majejly — till king Don was fum- 
moned from council, to reftore this fame Majejly to 
decency again. She might have loft her life by her 
minifterial magna charta oi precedent. 

This adventure of mine was the firft thing that 
ever involved me in debt. I was obliged to borrow 
two hundred pounds, beyond my own currency, up- 
on this occaiion. I had no fufficient fecurity to 
proffer. But Captain Le JFevre happened luckily, 
juft then, to have fold out of the army I mort'* 

gaged thejiary to him, and he lent me the money. 

He was not a man to accept of intereft, fo I made 
him a prefent. He loved reading much. A cdllec- 
tion of ingenious and entertaining papers, ftyled l.he 
World J happened to be juft then colledted together, 
and publifhed, in four volumes. I fent them to him, 
with the following lines infcribed. They were the 
firft rhimes I have ever attempted to tag in my life. 

T!q Captain Lewis Le Fevre. 

For one who raflily l,ent mc cafli, 'tis fit 

that I Ihould make a venture too in wit. 

In vain I through my pericranium fought : 

But haying heard, that wit is befi that's bpugbtj 

I fcnt to Dodflcy*s for tbefe prefents fc'Wy 

To let all men knoto I am bound to yu. 

Great Sawney wept that one world was bo (lore ■ m. 

How happier you, who now may laugh at fottri 
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CHAP, XX. 



EPIGRAM* 



After this cheerful manner have I hitherto pafled 
through 'life, difappointments, and bad health — but 
not without fuflPering many fevere ftriftures on my 
diflipation and unformality. The lightnefs of my 
manner has been reprehended often, though it arifes 
really from the weight of my philofophy. What is 
there in life that's worth a ferious thought ? And 
for the fame reafon, from having conceived a better 
opinion of Providence than is generally reputed or- 
tbodoxy I have been fometimes deemed an infidel. 

Upon the prefent theological computation, ten 
fouls muft be loft for one that's faved. At which 
rate of reckoning, heaven .can raife but its cohorts *, 
while hell commands its legions f- From which fad 
account it would appear, that though our Saviour 
had conquered death by the refurreBion^ he had not 
yet been able to overcome Jin by the redemption. 

This furely muft be moft damnable arithmetic. 
No— No— —I think, that if we fairly give him 
all tyrants, ufurers, murderers both of life and fame, 
your fiypocrites, perjured lovers, and twtxy premier 
upon record, except Sully, Walfingham, and Straf- 
ford, who Jigned his own death-warrant tofave his 
king and country^ we do as much for the devil as he^ 

* A body of only 500 men. 
t A corps of ^000 men. 
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in all confcience, or your reverences for him, can m 
ju/lice require *. 

I happened to dine once with a friend of mine. 
Wine was wanting. He fent me to the cellar. It 
had been hewed out of a folid rock. At my return 
into the room, I wrote the following extempore card 
to my hofl, and threw it acrofs the table : 

When Mofcs ftruck the rock with rod divine, 
Cold wattr flowM — your^s yields us generous wine — 
So at ibe mtirriage-feaji ihc Scnpturq#tell%u8, 
That water turn*d to wine rcjoic'd good fellows. 

Some years after this very harmlefs fport of fancy, 
thefe lines were quoted againft me, by a certain bi- 
fliop, as a proof that I neitlier believed one word of 
the Old Teftament, nor of the New. This ftopped 
my preferment. I only fmlied and preferred my- 
felf to him. 

CHAP. XXI. 

THE GOSPEL FOR THE DAY. 

OiNCE I am in for it, I'll tell you ?inothtr excommU" 

nicahle thing I did. Whetlier before or after, I for- 
get. Is it any matter which ? 

Ill the city of ■, the church was repairing, 

* Hic quihus invifi fratres, dum vita manebat, 
Pulfatufve parens, et fraus innexa clicnti; 
Aut qui divitiis foil incubuere repertis, 
Kec partem pofuere fuis : quae maxima turba eft J 
Qniqce ob adulterium cajfi, quique arma fccuti 
Impla nee veriti dominorum fr'.llere dcxtrits^ 
Incluli pasuam cxpe^flant. , j 
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•nd the corporation of that town had accommodated 
he parifli with their ^holfely or town-houfe, as a 
jhapel of eafc for the time. There happened to 
lave been an -eledlion for that city not long before. 
Upon which mercantile occafion, the ivorlhipfal 
mayor, aldernoen, &cc. had notoriouflj ----..--, 
You know how eleftions are ufually carried on, and 
what admirable fecuritics they are become, of late, 
for our lives, liberties, and properties ! 

I was among the congregation one Sunday, when 
the gofpel for the day happened to be taken out of 
the nineteenth chapter of St. Luke, where our Sa« 
viour is faid to have driven the buyers and fellers out 
of the temple. An impetus or honed indignation 
fsized me. I took out my pencil, and wrote the 
following hafly lines on one of the pannels of the 
pew I fat in X 

Whoever rcad$ Dinetecnth of Luke, believcf 
The bouse t/frayer vat once 4 tkn oftbiemes ■■ 
Now, by permilfioa of our pious mayor, 
A ien rfibieva is made an boufe of prayir* 

I was obferved. I happened to have been admit- 
W a freeman in that corporation fome time before 
^his incident ; and having been detected in the above 
larcafm, the mayor had my name immediately ftruck 
)ut of the books, ex officio merely ■ without any 
nanner of legal procefs or pretence. 

But here I had no reafon to complain. I had cer- 
linly, in this inflauce, been guilty of an impiety 
^ainft the fraternity of this corporation — and tliey 
ffented it like me n ^ I am only furgrifed at the icu 
\U2bUjtyi0f your divines 
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Among whom there are many pious ejaculators, 
who thinky that I ought to have been excommuni- 
cated long ago. However, I am fure that I am well 
enough entitled to be received a prieft, in the Per- 
fian temples at leaft as all the initiated \^'ere 

obliged to pafs through a noviciate of reproach and 
pain, to give proof of their being free from pa^ion, 
refentment and impatience. 

I am in the fame predicament with Cato the cen- 
for n ot in the fe verity of his difcipline,^ 1 con- 
-fefs b ut in the particular, at leaft, of his having 
been Jourjcore times accufed. But he had the advan- 
tage of a fairer trial than ever I ha d for he was 

as often acquitted. 

God forgive them! But I forgive them their pray- 
ers, in return, on account of an old proverb. — — 
Need I repeat it i 

CHAP. xxn. 

TOLERATION OR PERSECUTION. 

I WAS fpeaking of thefe things one day to Vol- 
taire, and he wilhed me joy of the great happinefs 
and advantages of living in a couatry, where fuch 
expreflions and alkiiions, which ignorance or malice 
might be capable of conftruing into treafon or blaf- 
phemy againft church or ftate, could efcape the In- 
quifirion or Baftile. 

He then put into my hand his treatife on Tolera* 
tto/T, which had been juft publiflied. It is written 
like all his works with great fpirit, wit, and learn* 
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ing, to prove, what no fool could ever yet difpnte^ 
that perfecution, for GocPs fake^ is a mod wicked 
thing, and contrary to Reafon, Nature, and Scrip- 
ture. 

It appears an extraordinary thing to me, that fincc 
there is fuch a diaholical, fpirit in the depravity of 
Human Nature,*as perfecution for difference of opi« 
nion in religious tenets, there never happened to be 
^Xij inqutfition^ any auto da/e, any crufade^ among the 
Pagans. 

That during the ages of ignorance and barbarity, 
while the devil, as divines tell us, governed the 
Church, equivocated In their oracles, ordained im- 
purities, and commanded human facrifices, brethren 
Were not fet againfl brethren, nor nation againft na- 
tion in civil fury or in pious war. 

But that, as fcon as it had pleafed God, by mira« 
cqIous interpofition, to take the church into his own 
iiands, fo (hocking and imipous an era fhould thence 
commence— that the word of peace fliould call forth 
the fword, and the precepts of love and concord 
produce hatred and diffention. 

The Chritlian fay »/i-chrifl:ian priefl in- 
forms me, the reafon of this remarkable difftrence 
ivas, that the heathens happened to have no one ar- 
ticle of ^^/iif/ worth the quarrelling about — as they 
miverfally fuppoled the foul to periih with the body 
^Pofi mortem nihil eft^ was their creed. And that 
ven thole few among the philofophers, who admit- 
ed of a poft-exiftence, at the fame time denied an 
lell. Non ejl unus, fays Cicero, tarn ixcors, qui 
redat. 
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Thus, then, continues the good Catholic, while the 
whole of human exiftence was ignorantlj fuppofcd 
to have been comprehended within the pale of mor- 
tal life, peace, friend(hip, and goodwill, were mod 
certainlj preferable to war, enmity, and perfecu- 
tion. 

But when the immortal foul was once put under 
the care of ChrilVs Vicar here on earth — how total- 
ly unworthy to be fly led Priefts of the Lamb, and 
Oracles of the Dove, muft thefe divines be, who 
would not call the body of an heretic into the 
flames * ! 

I cannot help differing in opinion from the ortho- 
doxy of this true Catholic tenet ; and am more in- 
clined to agree with Cicero, in the paflage above 
quoted, though he was but groping in the dark him* 
felf. F or to believe a foul, and damn it, me- 
thinks is not light—but lightening. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

MY RELIGION. 

W HAT are thy own notions about religion ? you 
afk me. — I'll tell jou. — I am now on my death- 
bed. 

I have both conviction* and faith enough in that 
article to become a methodift, and fpiritual warmth 
fufficient to render me an enthufiafl that way ; but 

• The popifli text for broiling, IS taken from that paffagc in 
Scripture, where it is faid, hominum hxreticum </<rvi7tf— which 
Isifi word they conCtrue into dc vita iolUrc. 
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that, I thank God, I have never yet been wicked 
enough to nifli into fuch extravagancies. 

Paffions muft be combated by paiEon. ^There- 
Fore, your grievous finners generally turn devotees. 
T his is the natural confequence of a fort of 
people, who, though a paradox, are common enough 
in life, " qui credunt multum, et peccant fortiter.** 
' For my own part, I truft that the gentle breezes 
of the eftablifhed orthodoxy of our church may be 

ftrong enough to waft my foul to heaven. 1 

have not fuch a weight of fin fufpended at the tail 
of my kite, as to require a ftorm to raife it. And, 
fince the ceafing of the oracles, I think that a perfon 
may be infpired with fufficient grace, without falling 
Into convulfions. 

I am as certain that there is a God above, as that 
I myfelf am here below. — My certainty is the fame 

■ for how otherwife did I come here ? 

** Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus ? how here ? 
" Not of myfelf." 

He muft love virtue, and deteft vice. Confequent- 
ly he muft both reward and punifli. If we are not 
accountable creatures, we are furely the moft unac- 
countable animals on the face of the earth. 

After the fpirit is fled, and this body periflied in 
the grave, does the refur reft ion of men combat thy 
vain philofophy ? Confult the caterpillar, thou ig- 
norant, and the butterfly fliall refolvc thee. In its 

firft ftatC) fluggifti, helplefs, inert crawling on 

the face of the earth, and grofsly feeding on the 
herbage of the field. After its metamor^hoCe^ its 
refurrcdion, a winged feraph, gor^eow^ Xft \iOc\.^^^ 
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light as air, adive as thcr wind, (ipping aurorean 
dew, and extrading nedareous eflences, from aro* 
matic flowers *• 

Has not the improbable fable of the Hydra's heads 
been long fince verified— nay even exceeded beyond 
the bounds of the mod extravagant fidion, as beiojf 
abfolutely contrary to the whole courfe of Nature 
before known by the polypus, which generates 
by fedion? — The analogies of Nature fufficiendj 
point out the ways of Providence, 

Muft every thing be iinpoffible, which out infut 
ficience cannot account for ? — Are there not innu- 
merable myfteries in Nature, which accident reveals, 
or experimental philofophy demonflrates to us, every 
day ? And fliall we yet prefume to limit the powers 
of the Great Author of that very Nature ? 

What was it that created matter ? What was it 
that gave that matter motion ? What was it that to 
matter and motion added fenfation ? What was it 
that fyperadded to thefe, corifcioufnefs, intelligence, 
and refle£lion ? What was it — Great God, what was 
it ! Refolve me, ye infidels, what it was. Till theo 
be dumb. O faddefl folly ! 

1. Lewenhoeck, by the help of his glafles, (hows 
you certain fibres in the body of a full grown man, 
fo very fine, that fix hundred of them, combined to- 
gether, but compofe the thicknefs of a fingle hair of 
his head. 

2. He alfo demonflrates to you, through the fame 
medium, that a grain of fand is large enough to cover 

• Pfychc, in the Greek language, (ignifics both a bulterflfi 
Mod the foul. 
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ftne hundred and twenty- five thoufand of the orifices 
;hrough which we datlj tFanfpire. 

3. Water can be made to freeze in the middle of 
ummer, provided that 'tis brought dofe to the fire. 

4* A lens of ice may be ufed as a buming-glafs. 

5* A line of but an inch long, is capable of being 
livided into as many parts, as one of a mile in 
length. 

6. The fun' is fome millions of miles nearer to us 
in winter than in fummer. 

7. Wlien a perfon travels round the earth, his head 
goes many thoufand miles farther than his heels. 

'8. There are two lines, in mathematic certainty, 
which may continUe to approximate, ad infinitum, 
without even a poffibility of ever cbming into con» 
tadl with each other *. 

Prithee, now, my good infidels, is there any one 
article of faith, in the whole Chriftian creed, which 
appears to be more contrary to reafon or probability, 
than thefe eight foregoing propofitions ; And yet 
they are all of them capable, either of experimental 
proof, or mathematical demon ft ration. 

Can any perfon, who is capable of making fuch 
reflexions as thefe, be ever fuppofed an infidel to 
cither natural or revealed religion ? They muft have 
a faith of incredulity, who could give credit to fuch 
a fuppofition. ** Qui ftudet orat," is a jufl expreC. 
fion. 

* Tke aiTymptota of an hxpcrbola-> — See Conic Sedliont. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE CONVERT. 

1 HAPPENED once to have an intimacy with a man 
of fenfe and virtue ; but who had, at the fame time 
a certain indolence of mind, that fufFered him to ac- 
quiefce in the opinions of others, without ever taking 
the trouble to examine them. He had more wit than 
wifdom ; and a jell was an argument to him^ as well 
as It was with Shafttfburj *• 

I loved and pitied him — to have virtue enough to 
aSt rightlj, and yet not fenfe fufficient to judge fo. 
We have had frequent converfations on this fubjefi, 
— He faid often, that he would give the world to be 
able to think as I did, and begged my affi (lance. 

I foon made him a deift, without any other help 
than my own poor philofophy — I then put Duncan 
Forbes' *' Thoughts upon Religion" into his hands t* 
He read the book carefully through, and returned it 
to me, with this refle£lion written at the foot of the | 
laft page, " Thou almoft perfuadeft me to be a Chrif- 
« tian." 

I then prefented him with Pafchal's Thoughts 
on the fame fabje£lj. He returned them to mc 

* Who makes Ridicule the tefl of Truth, 
t The argument he urges, is, That expiation, by the mean* 
of blood and facriGce, which runs through all the Jewifli *D<* 
Pagan rites, was fo irrational an idea, that nothing but an orig>' 
nal revelati'on of the method of redemption, which was there- 
after to obtain in the Chriftian fyftem of Providence, could pof- 
£b)y have ever induced the belief and pradlicc of it 

la hit Provincial L.tUct*,out ol \Vwt ^ton^tft proofs he offers 



THE KORAir. 49 

foon after, with this indorfemcnt on ^ the corer, ** I 
'* am not odIj alcnoil, but altogether fuch as thoa 
'' art-— except in the abfard and unpbilofephical no* 
" tion of tranfobftantiation.*' 

Make a perfon but a found morallft fir(}, and it 
muft be then owing to indolence or ignorance, ra^ 
ther than to impiety or infidelity, if you cannot af- 
terwards make him become a Chriflian* I have ]:ad 
the fatisfaSion, ever fince, to fee this worthy man 
add faith to good works, and live an orthodox anA 
exemplary life, both in belief and pradice* 

Which, that we may all do, %Sc, 

CHAP. XXV. 

CHEERFULNESS. 

It is this true fenfe of religion that has rendered my 
whole life fo cheerful as it has ever fo remarkably 
been to the great offence of your religionifts. 

Though why, prithee, (hould priefts be always grave t 
Is it fo fad a thing to be a parfon ? 

** Be ye as one of thefe,*' faith the Lord — that is 
as merry as little children. ** The Lord loveth a 
V cheerful giver"— —and why not a cheerful taker 
alfo ? The thirty-nine articles are incomplete, with- 
out a fortieth precept enjoining checrfulnefs* Or 
you may let the number fiand as it does at prefent, 

for the truth of Chriftianity, arifes from the very oSfllnacy of ji 
whole race of People, — flylct the Jew* a (landing miracle !>ccinf« 
they have ever fiace remaiutd uader the rcmaiVaXAt ^ticxX^vx^^. 
ff the prophetic cui fc, 

roi. nil. c 
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provided you expunge the thirteenth article, and 
place this heavenlj maxim in the room of it. 

Might not the Archbifhop of Caihel, 1 don't 

mean this man by any means^— -— have been a fonnd 
divine^ though he added the arch ftanza about Bro* 
glio to the old Iriih ballad * ? Did the Bifliop— not 
the £arl-^of Rochefter's poems, on the man-like 
properties of a lady^s fan, ever impeach his orthodox/ 
in the leaft ? 

Heliodorus, Bifhop o f I forget where— —was 

deprived of his fee, becaufe he wrote Theagenes and 
Chariclea. This was doubly abfurd in the pope. 
Here, his holinefs's infallibility, happened to ovcr- 
fhoot the mark. In the firfl place, there was nothing 
either arch or heterodox in the whole novel. In the 
next, was not the circumflancc of a white child be- 
ing generated from black parents, by the impreflion 
of an European portrait hanging at the foot of a 
bridal couch, a corroboration—— if it wanted one 
of the fcripture philofophy about the llreaked 
goats ?— I begin to fufpeft, that your popes are like 
other men, after slL 

Plato and Seneca— —and furely they were both 
grave and wife enough to have been confecrated— 
thought that a fenfe of checrfulnefs and joy fhould 
ever be encouraged in children, from their infancy 
— !iot only on account of their healths, but as pro- 
du£tlve of true virtue ; — which is the literal traafla- 
tio:i of their very words— as far as I am able to con- 
ftrue Greek or Latin. 

* In praife of Moll Roe. 
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Cheerfulaefsy even to gaiety, is confonant with 
every fpecies of virtue, and prafticc of religion.— I 
think it incon&ftent onlj with impiety or vice. ^ 
" The ways of heaven are pleafantnefs.** \Vc adoie^ 
wc praife, we thank the Almighty, in hymns, ia 
fongs, in anthems— aad thof? fet to miific toa. 
Let, " Oh ! be jeyful,*' be the Chriftian's pfahia— 
and leave the fad Indian to incant the devil with 
tears and fcreeches. 

When the Athenians pidure an owl, as the bird 

of wifdom, they never meant the fcreech-owl furely. 

Buty indeed, I think, with their leave; that the fpar- 

row would have been a fitter emblem of true wif* 

dom, as being the merrieft and moft loving bird of 
the air* 

There have been fome popes who would have ex«' 

communicated me for fuch an allufion as this. 

m 

CHAP. XXVI. 

A SAD REFLECTIOlf. 

That there flipuld ever be fo much irreligion in the 
world ! that thofe — for this renders the evil irremc- 
diable-^whofe greateft intereft it muft certainly be to 
ftrengthen and fupport this great, this only bulwark 
of our lives and properties, {hould become the great- 
eft examples, and principal encouragers of infidelity ! 
I mean thofe, whom the world, by aftrange abufc 
of terms ftyles the Great* Thcfe have certainly an 
higher ftake, at the hazard of vic«^, immorah'ty^ and 
impiety, than p^rfon$ in the middle t^u\L& vji \\!l!i 

C 1 
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V:ho happilj Aand a phalanx between them and the 
▼ulgar. 

And yet other knaves but facrifice their fpiritual 
to their temporal intereft. Thefe moft cfpecial 
worthies, at once both knaves and fools, equallj 
fquander both. Good lack ! good lack ! — But men 
are worfe than they need be, though there were 
neither hell nor gibbet in the queftion. 

Such thoughts and reflefllons as thefe might well 
become a fermon. But novels are more read at pre- 
fent than ferious difcourfes. I muft, therefore, ufe 
the mod convenient vehicle for infiru&ion— -imi* 
tating Dr Young, who wrote a play, for the propa- 
gation of the gofpel *• And I ihall ever take carf| 
for the reft of my life, that aU my writings (hall be, 
if not fermonic, fermoni propriora at leaft. 

But enough, for the prefent, of my fentimeuti 
and opinions, and let us go on a little farther with 
the feries of fmall adventures in my dcfultory life. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

MELANCHOLY. 

But, as my whole fchemeof life is pleafure, I fome- 
times indulge myftlf in the dear and heart- felt enjoy- 
ments of melancholy. I weep gladly. I give naj 
tears not grudgingly, not of neceffity, but, like mj 
alms, wiih chcerfulnefs. 

Were I to be anatomifed anew, I do moft folcflin* 

' The Brothers — t\\e ^to^u c\l "wV^UVvKc confecratcd to th* V 
ie:y for prrpaorv«^\\vcOot^t\\xiTQi^\Vv'&*x\*, \ 
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Ij declare, that I would fooner part with my rifsble 
than my flebilile mufcles. Sympathy is the great 
magnet — the cement of life. And my concord is 
ftrongcr with the wretched than the happy — for phi- 
lanthropy is my primum mobile ^ and pity is an aug- 
ment to paffion. 

I can treat myfelf, whenever I pleafe. I have loft 
Ibme friends ! I can call fpirits from the vafty deep 
-^ftrike at my bread, and find them there Poor 

Le Fevre ! unhappy Maria ! my loft, my ever dear 
Eliza 1 

Or I can read Samfon Aofoniftes. He muft have 
eitlier a weak head, or ftrong eyes, who can perufe 
the firft fpeech of that poem without tears par- 
ticularly the latter part of it, where \\t laments hit 
lofs of fight. Milton wrote it from his own feelings 
—and his blindnefs has often dimmed my fignt. 

Bat whenever I have a mind for a thorough feaft 
of weeping, I need only turn over, to the liiftory of 
Sir Thomas More's life, and read that pafTage in it^ 
where his daughter, Mrs Roper, meets him in the 
ftreet, returning to the Tower, immediately after 
his condemnation — My father ! Ah ! my father ! 

Sad luxury, to vulgar minds, unknown ! 

The mere title of a book, long fince loft, ftyled 
^* Lamentaiio gloriofi Regis Edvardi de Karnarvan^ 
" quam edit tempore fuae Incarcerationis" — The La- 
mentation of the glorious King Edward of Karnar- 
van, which he carapofed during his Lnprifonment— 
funk my fpirits for a whole day. The oppofition be- 
tween the two firft words Cin the Latia^^ usxd \.\iR», 

C i 



54 THE KOIAK. 

again between the third and lad, affefted me grcatlj. 
And though it was a very old ftory, I could not help 
feeling, for fome time, as if I had heard fome bad 
news. 

But fuch things as thefe have not their effeft opoa 
cveiy one. The tnanj read only with their eyc«, 
and hear only with their cars. The few pcrufe with 
their whole foul, and liflen with all their feelings. 
Intuition and fenfibility are the only organs of genius 
or of virtue. 

Tlie general hardnefs of heart one meets with 
among mankind, might tempt us to give credit to 
the old fable of Deucalion, and fuppofe men to be 
generated from Aones. Or, one might fancy the 
world to be grown fo corrupt of late, that the facred 
Perfon who had taken the falvation of mankind upon 
himfelf, has thought fit to intruft only a few, now. 
a. days, with the keeping of their own fouls ; and has 
kiirdly taken out thofe of the many, and locked them 
up fafe, in limho patrumy out of harm's way, till the 
uay of judgment. 

However, I dare not long, nor often, rejoice m 
this luxury of woe. My nerves are weak, I can 
oainiaiid my mirth, but not reftrain my melanchol/. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

SENSIBILITY. 

When I have been reading tragedy, or affeflinj 

paffagcs in hiftory, poctCj', or even in romance, 

jj^ud before others, mj e^^^ Vv^^ '^t^^ ^^i ^Y 



Toice has faultered. I attended for the fame effeft 
in my auditors — but, iuilead of tears at my recital, 
have frequently found them laughing at my emotion. 
1 have retired afliamed — ^not at them, but at my- 
felf. I have fufpeSed my own weaknefs, rather than 
theirs—— and the vanity of imagining I had fympa- 
thized with angels, has been funk into the humiliate 
ing idea of my being fufceptible of a greater foible 
than mortals— —I have begun to doubt the itrength 
of my own intelle^s, and, for fome time, kept a jea- 
lous guard over all my words and a&ions. 

Bat the countenance and fentiment of a few fn- 
perior fpirits have, for a whil^, given me confidence 
once more. Again I have attempted the fame expe- 
riinenr, and have again been baniftied to the faroe 

mortifying refledlions endeavouring flilJ to il'jel 

my heart againft another's woe — in vain. 

Fine feelings are- laughed at by the world, and ri- 
diculed by the ftoical philofophy, as a wcakneii. 
This is too apt to put delicate minds out of counte- 
nance ; who, in order to appear wife, conceal their 
fenfibility, and afFeft a charader above human nature, 
from the example of thofe only who are below it. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

A REFLECTION ON MYSELF. 

W^HAT an hard fate is mine ! with all the fpirit, 
the frolic, the cheerfulnefs, the tender afFcdions of 
)routh, not to have nerves refponfible to my feelings ! 
•I want them not for my own enjoyments—— 

C4 
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V , « N. •. "^ *■*« 5^^Cv'»-.c;t- ir.J vigour for the fole pur- 

^ « . :•,!.'> ^4«n at young women. This is 

V • .;;^> awt has been mifccntrued in me. 

. . ^ i^ >at bad grammarians of mjprinciplfs 

v^. . * Tw not their beaut j I covet, but their 

.^, ». I look as fondly at men ttrr ytt 

. . «k^:uc« I kifs little children as I meet them 

^ ;<^<(9-*but am no kidnapper: I would live 

^ .^ ivia, like old Hermippus *, if I could—-— 

. . .:k fake of life— but love. 

. »cuU found like blafphcmy, to fay what I would 

^^ • .Viicr for the fake of mankind. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Continuation of Chapter XXVII. 

THE MAD LOVER. 

J(jti I can recolledl fome fcenes of madnefs 1 have 

cn)t purpofcly — ^been a witncfsof — particularly one, 

. : J Cambridge fcholar, who had unhappily fallen in 

.\»ve with his own lifter. His paflion and defpair had 

I'tovc'J too ilrong for his virtue or his reafon. 

•< Wai not Juno both wife and fiilcf' of Jove ? 
•* Adam and Eve were farely nearer relations than 
•• wc are. There children, at kaft, were brothers 
4« and fillers — and yet were wedded to each other. 
•* Were not Ammon and Thamar married— or as 



•ik if f 



! if faid to have attained to »n extreme ti^c, by pUy«og 
" with boys and %m\% u* v\vA\v.\.«^\x\%^(d luiij^« witk 
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•* good? fuch marriages as it was thought proper to 
" permit in thofe times. The mode, indeed, is 
*' changed now a-dajs. And why? Twcre impious 
** to Caj that Omnipotence was under a receffitj of 
^ difpenfing with neceffary forms in the beginning. 
•* He could have created a parfon fooner than he 
** would have peimitted a crime. If Sarah was not 
" Abraham's filler, he certainly told a moft damnable 
" lie to Abimelech." 

When they told him, in order to quiet his impa- 
tience, that his filler was dead, he fwore it was im- 
pofiible, becaufe that he himfelf continued ftill alive 
" We are already one flefli," faid he, ** and the fym- 
** pathy is fo ftrong between us, that I know when 
" fhe is hungry, wakes, fneezes, or . She 

•* had a diabetes, about half a year ago, and it had 
** like to have killed me ; but I drank plentifully of 
*' marfli-mallow tea, and it effedlually cured her, 
" She fleeps ill a-nights, and it breaks my reft. She 
" has foul dreams fometimes — I am angry with her 
^ for that. I have done all in my power, "continued 
he, **by fafting and prayer,, to cure this wickednefs 
** in myfelf J but her wantonnefs is too ftrong for 
<* me." 

Moft of tjjiofe who were prefent laughed much at 
all this extravagance. I wept. One of the comj^any 
obferving my emotion, faid, I prefume. Sir, that you 
know this poor gentleman. Yes, I replied, lecoUedl- 
ing myfelf, better than he does himfelf.. 

I walked immediately out of the room. I am kni^ 
fible of a fympathy in my own nature, even ftrongcr 
tliaa his^ I feel for all the ills and alls of d\oCvi \»i^jj* 
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are neither my brothers nor my fifters, except m the 
fcripture fenie. 

The Mahometans have a veneration for lunatics— 
f^yi^g* " That God hath favourably deprived them 
** of their fenfes, in order to render them guiltlefs»ta 
«' fin.'* I am a Muffulman. 



CHAP. XXXL 

DOCTOR SWIFT. 

i IS natural to fpeak of a thing, when one thinks 
of it. In truth, unlefs one is apt to fpeak withbut 
any thought at all, how is it poffible to do it at any 
other time ? 

But the fubje^l of my laft chapter has brought the 
biography of Dc£tor Swift into my ^mind. It is 
worthy to be remarked, that this extraordinary per- 
fon, in his voyage toLaputa, fptaking of people who 
had loft their fenfes, addy, ** which is a fcene that 
** never fails to render me mebjicholy." 

In another place, he imagines a fet of men, whom 
he ftyles Strnlbrugs, who had outlived their reai'on 
and every enjoyment of life." 

And, in his will, he bequeaths his whole fortune 
to found an hofpital for idiots and lunatics. He be- 
comes himfelf a Strulbriig, before the years of dot- 
tage* ; and ci:;s the iirit tenant to his own endow- 
ment. 

If thefe events had happened to have been a mat- 

• There is no fuch ft?.ge in life. Senilit ftultitia, qu« ddirt- 
tio appcllarl Colct} fciium Icvium c(i, non omnium* 
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ter of any great confequence to the world, an hifto- ' 
rian would not have failed to have made a large 
comment upon fach extraordinary and concurring 
circumftances ■ .infifting flrongly on his prophetical 
fympathy. 

The Lord preferve us all in our fenfes to the laft 
^-— and after the laft too. For I truft in God, that 
I never (hall be wicked enough to compound for be- 
ing rendered guiltlefs to fin, upon the Mahometaa 
fuperftition. 

CHAP. XXXIL 

THE PAYMENT. 

1 HE method I contrived, in order to liquidate my ^ 
pecuniary obligations to Le Fevre, was this : 

I happened to be acquainted with a young man, 
who had been bound apprentice to a ftationer in 
York. He had }uft then finiflied his time, come to 
fet up in London, and had rented a window in one of 
the flagged alleys of the city. 

I hired one of the panes of glafs from my friend 
and ftuck up the following advertifement on it with 
a wafer* 

'•Epigram?, anagrams, paragrams, chronograms, 

*' monograms, epitaphs, epithalamiums, prologues^ 

" epilogues, madrigals, interludes, advertifements, 

''letters, petitions, memorials, on every occafion. 

'* Eflays on all fubje^ls. Pamphlets, for or againfl 

'* the miniftry. With fermons, upon any text, or 

'' for any feft— — to be written here on reafonable 

^ terms 

•< By A— B— , Philologer. 

C6 
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•*' N.B. The greateft honour and fccrccy may be 
** depended on." 



The uncommonncfs of feveral of the above titles 
raifed the curiofitj of the public extremely. So that, 
befides the applications made to me for the ufeful 
fpecies of literature^ fuch as advertifements, petitions, 
and memorials^ manj more were made for the chro- 
nograms, monograms, paragramF, t^r. merelj to fee 
tlfe nature of them. 

At night or to exprefs myfelf more poetically 

when the evening had affumed its duik-gown, 

I ufed privately to glide ixito my office, to digefl the 
notes or heads of the day, and receive the earnefts, 
which were directed always to be left with the me- 
morandums. 

The writing to be paid for on the delivery : ac- 
cording to the nature, extent, or importance of the 
fubjedls. A bit of French to be an additional fis- 

pencc a fcrap of Lrstln, price a fiiilling and a 

L^ntence of Greek, which I ufed to pick up no^v- 
and-then, when 1 h?ppcned to drink a dilh of tea 
with Mifs Caner, was ahvays charged at haU a 

crown. 

Ail improper applications, immoral fubjefts, fimo- 
niacal propoi^lr, or libertine overtures, were, with 
fcorn and dctefiati%)n, rejeded. I htlJ no office op- 
pcute to St P.ter. The notes cf thefe kinds were 
tlirown into tlie fire,— —but the earnefts retained, 
as irf^.e fines of iniquity. 

The ocean of vice and folly, that opened itfelf to 
Ur view, during iVo-. ^euoCi \ ^^\\\:va>\^\ \^ vVv^ ^dd 
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department of life, ihocked and difgufted me fo 
much, that thie very moment I had realized Le Fevre's 
fum, and difcharged the rent of my paatr, I clofed the 
horrid fcene— or, to exprefs myfelf more properly 
la this cafe f lopped up the common fewer* 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

NURSING. 

1 HE reafon why our anceftors, in the higher ranks 
of life, were more remarkable for bravery and chaftity 
than we are, was, becaufe the mothers, in thofe days, 
ufed to nurfe their own children. They were there- 
fore alimented with the fame juices and humours 
they brought into the world with them ; and bred 
up, even from their infant notices, entire ftrangeis to 
vice, meannefs, or folly. 

If our prefcnt race ot mammas, be indifferent about 
the blood and humours of the inf.uit, which the fuf- 
fering it to be nurrured by ai alien argues her to be, 
what needs (he trouble herfelf about thelefs precious 
parts of flefh and bones ? Then any other perfon's 

child might fcrve her as m^ ell as her own and ihe 
may have the advantage, befides, of choice, botli 

with regard to beauty and gender. I think that la- 
dies may as well get others to bear, as to nurfe chil- 
dren for them. 

Pray, would it not be but common charity, in all 
tender hufbands, to have fuch wives, on the firfc 
alarm, amazoned of both their breafts, in order to 
prevent the fatal coufequsnces of cancers, milk fevers. 
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and other diforders, incident, alas I to all unnatural 
or unnurfing mothers ? 

And if our papas alfo be equally carelefs abo.ut 
this matter — as, by their prefent fupinenefs and ac- 
quiefcence, with regard to fo material a point, they 
would incline us to fufpe£t — prithee, might not 

Some beggar's brat, on bulk begot,. 
Or offspring of a pedlar Scot — 
Some boy bred up to cleaning (hoes, 
Tke fpawn of Bridctveli, or the Slews, 
Or vagrant race, the fpurious pledget 
Of gypfics littering under hedges *, 

be as refponfible heirs to their names and fortunes, 
as thefe fad outcafts of their own loins ? 

A foal of blood- may be fuckled into a garran, I 
have myfelf tried the inftance ; and do here recom- 
mend it to be added to the courfe of experimental 
philofophy, which Bacon, Boyle, and Derham, have 
fo properly hinted to the adepts in fcience. 

For my own part, I have great reafon to refent the 
fcandalous negled: in parents -having fo fevcrely 
fuffered for it myfelf — both in character and prefer- 
ment. For, though I am a mod rigid moralift in 
my principles, and bating me but about one thoufand 
feven hundred and I forget how many years, a pri- 
mitive Chriftian alfo completely armed at all the 

cardinal points— -^yet I don't know who it is, but I 
a6lually do not feel myfelf always fufficiently poffef- 
fed of that virtuous uncharitability againft women of 
remifs chaftity, that becomes true modern piety to 
cxprefs or exercife. 

* Swift*! Rhapfody. 
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Now, this natural imbecility, this moral frailty, . 
:his fame laxity of virtue in me, call it what you will 
—I confefs the weaknefs, and am not nice about the 
)hrafe— I do moft philofophically impute wholly to 
lie milkinefs of my nurfe — who happened, unluckily 
ibr me, to be fervant maid to the parfon of the parilh 
and her name was Dorothy, 

No, no — the influence of certain names upon the 
future fortunes of children, that my poor anxious fa- 
ther ufed to make fuch a pother about, believe me, 
is not by half fo material a point as the other. Whe^ 
ther I had been afperfed by the name of Triftram, 
Triglyph, or Tria, were, in all probability, a matter 
wholly indifferent to my future advancement in life. 
>Jo — it was, alas ! the milk of Dorotliy that limited 
the bounds of my preferment. 
You fhall hear. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

AN HITCH IN PREFERMENT. 

1 HE tendernefs of my expreffions, with regard to all 
fyncopcs of this fort ; with the humanity, charity, and 
forgivenefs, I have frequently procured to be fliown 
by others, towards fom6 unfortunates in this clafs, 
have induced refleftions on my own character, that 
have been a confiderable difadvantage to my canonic- 
cal progrefs in life. 

A certain bifliop, who would allow none but Chrift 
to fit with publicans and finhers, replied to a friend 
of mine, who was foliciting a benefice for me — •< T 
^ can never think of preferring Tt*vft.i?c\xi-----*W5x1 
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*• mueh on account of the freedom of his writings, 

«* as the latitude of his life/* " But Yorick 

" Yor?ck, my lord." " Naj, the utmoft that I (hould 
** think even Yorick entitled to, taking that article 
** into the context with his works, would be, to be 
" appointed chaplain to a regiment of dragoons.'* 

And a certain lady, who is what the French HyU 
tm difeur de bon motSy when I was aiking her for fome 
fubfcriptional aid once towards fending an unbapp/ 
young woman home to her friends, who had beea 
inveigled from Bath, fome years ago, on pretence of 
marriage, and then caft off upon the public, refufed 
her charity, and called me, iri allnfion to my fpcdral 
figure, and abfolvi ng prieilhood, the ghailly father of 
the chapels of eal'e in the parifla of Covent-Gar» 
den. 

Thus did the excefs of my charity leffen that of 
others. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

PRUDES. 

When I hear women inveigh too vehemently a- 
gainft the objecls of this misfortune, I am apt to 
fufpe6t their liearts to be a gocd deal inflamed with 
a cetrain envioHS jealoufy — according to the poet, 

Prudes rather envy, than abhor the crime. 

r which, in revenge for thofe plcafures that they 

{ themfelves I'emain perhaps untempted to, provokes 
them to denounce the penalties of the world, the 
-flci2i apd the devil, a^ainll t\ich iulerlopers. 
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The (cH-ta&clzDl pmdct embattled flood, 
Kear-band ; but noac TaiT.il the vanquiib'd fi*n ; 
Their neighbours ranks they faw wi;h joT fubdu'd. 
With fpiiehil mirth triumphant in their eyci — — • 
With feoffs, and wife reproaches they uphratd 
Thofe that, oeVpower'd for help or pity calL 

And can they yield to ? in ra^c they faid : 

Unaided helpltfs let the trrrtchet fall. 
Thcmfclves were now attacVd, the reft o'crthrown. 
And wcaknefsj fcoriiM fo late, too foon became their owtu 

Battle ot tec Ssxts. 

[n truth, I have feldom heard a ivoman fpeak 
th violence upon this fubjed, who was cither of 
eftabliflied- or an unfufpicious character. TPrior 
bribes thefe kind of virtuofos moft admirabl^y ill 
\ Paulo Purganti ; 

She to intnguet wai e*en hard hearted, 
And chuckled when a bawd was carted* 
But in an hone^ way the dame — 3cc. 

nd Pope, 

A fool to pleafure, bat a flavc Co fame. 
nd yet ftronger ftxll in another place, 

A very heathen in her carnal part, 
• But ftill a fid good Chriitian, at her heart. 

If-what I have faid, and thefe poets hzyt fung, be 
ot the natural reafon of the h&, prithee, why fach 
artial diftir.ftion between the undoer and the un- 
onc ? Why, ladies, duchcffes, and counteffes, is the 

ittcr — below a certain rank branded with in- 

wny ; while the former, 

Whofe hardco'd front unblufliing. unap^^Wd, ' ^ 

Ldu^iu Mt reproAchci and coj'^y* diC^ace» *2H 



66 THE KORAK. 

IS fo favourably accepted of in the affemblies of the 
fair ? 

If what I have hinted be not the real ftate of the 
cafe, why fhould thefe obdurate females, whom 
f- Will Honeycomb ftyles the outrageoufly virtuous" 

be more fevere againft than againft thieves ? For 

furely, in ethics, it mud be a lefs crime to give 
** what is one's own," than to take what " belongs ' 
*' to another." 

A failure in chaftity may be a breach of duty to- ! 
wards one's felf ; but a want of charity is cert^nlj 
fo againft one's neighbour. 

In fine, I fancy that your chafte ladies feem to 
confidcr love as their peculiar merchandifc ; and lock 
upon the courtezans as fmugglers, who underfell the 
fair trader. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE BR££CH£S-MAK£R. 

13 i: SIDES, really— —as I hope there are none but 
phil()f.)pl)cr3 bj— there are fo many Waj^s for a 
womaa to be undone, without the imputation either 
of vice or wantonnefs— fuch accidents, incidents, 
contingencies, and fynchronifms, may happen in 
her way tli rough life, tliat unlefs every circumftance 
can be fairly ftaied, and candidly weighed • ■ » .which 
muft be the great ufe of the day of judgment — it is 
morally impoilible for any man, hors d^ei/c, to deter- 
mine, whether the fair delinquent may have been 
moft defer ving of infamy or compaflion. 
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I have known feveral of thefe equivocal cafes my- 
felf J— -two of which I think proper to indulge the 
curiofitj of my reader with in this place, by way of 
fpecifying my argument merely— — ■ 

The fir ft inftance was a very pretty modeft young 
Woman, that was only daughter to the clerk of the 
firft parifli I ever officiated in. She had been moft 
carefully brought up, went conftantly to church with 
her father, morning and evening ; fat upon a little 
Sool in the aiile, juft under the deik; and having a 
moft tuneable voice^ ufed generally to help him to 
raifc the pfalm. 

There had never appeared the lead turn of light- 
ncfs, forwardnefs, or flirtation, in any part of this 
good girl's behaviour, as flie grew up. There are 
ufually certain patterns pointed out in every country 
village ; and Mifs Amen was the paragon of our pa« 
riflb' ■ ■ till about the age of feventeen, (be happened 
fuddenly to difappear-~^becaufe, it fecms, flae found 
hcrfelf, as we were fooa after infon«ed, to be " too 
big to be feen," 

The place of her concealment was kept a profound 
fccrct from us all for fome months, till after the 
fair eloper had become the forrowful mother of a 
child ; when I received" a private billet from her, en- 
treating roe to grant her an interview the next day, 
U a little cottage about five miles from the town I 
lived in j and begging that I would come alone. 

My humanity, with a little mixture of femality, 
namely curiofity, induced me to obey the fummons 
tnoft punftually. I went. She threw herfelf on her 



■ ► 
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knees befi^re me, covered her face with her hand, 
and wept bitterly — but not alone. 

After I had fpoken comfort to her foiil, by 
preaching to her the great efficacy of repentance, 
and calmed her mind^ by promidng to mediate a re- 
conciliation between her and her unhap py parents, 
the fecond part of my errand operated fo ftrongly 
on me, that I began to queflion her, in the ftyle of 
a confelTor, about the whole procefs, the commence- 
ment, progrefs, and arts which had led to, cr were 
laid for, her undoing. 

She anfwered me with a franknefs and a candour j 
that fully perfuaded me of her truth and ingenu* 
oufnefs. She declared to me, that her failure had 
not proceeded in the leail either from paffion or from 
vice ;— .that (he had never in her life been fenfiblc 
of any warm defire, prompting her from within, nor 
had even fuftained any ftrong felicitation, urging her 
from without. 

No, rtv'crend Sir, exclaimed the fair penitent, 
with an heavy figh, it was nothing of all this, tliat 
I am to be cruL-liy reproached with upon this fad 

occafion It was — it was, alas I my father's trade 

alone tViat thus hath wrought my overthrow. 

Your father's trade ! — \\is trade I I replied, with 
furprife, the caufe of your ruin ! — B.it fo indeed the 
fad was, without pcradventaro. — 

Beades the vocation of 'parilli-clcrk, old Amen 
had, it feems, followed the occupation of breeches- 
muking alfo. He had bred up his daughter to the 
suyllcries of the fame manufr.fture, from the time 
that flie had begun to enter iaio her teens -, and 
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IS in luck would have it, thcj happened to be 
leathern breeches too that he dealt in. 

The unfortanate girl-— now a woman— ^iTured me, 
that this kind of employment ufed, by degrees^ to 
occaiion certain involuntary wanderings to dray in 
her mind, which, without ever tainting her cbafti^ 
ty in the lead, had infenfibly, however, fullied the 
purity of her thoughts ;-— that fhe had done every 
thing in her power to reflrain her refleflions from 
running into fuch reveries ; and had Tung pfalms for 
whole evenings together, to divert her attention to 
fitter fubjefts of contemplation — , — In vain, alas ! 
for while ihe fung, breeches were flill the burden of 
her fong.— - 

This unlucky image haunted poor Mademoifelle 
Culote continually. When flae lay down to reft, 

Ihe imagined flie faw them taken off, and laid under 
the pillow ; and when flie arofe, fhe fancied ilill 

(he faw them taken up, and put on again before her 

The familiarity of fuch ideas, though it had not 

in the lead ftaggered her virtue and I believe it 

—yet had pretty nearly produced the fame effeft, by 
difcorofiting her modeftj" fo far as to prevent a 
proper alarm, refentment, and refiftancc from tak- 
ing place, and coming quick enough to her aid, 
when flie was affailed by the young fquire of the 
manor, for whom ftie had jiift finiflied a neat pair 
of leathern breeches, which he happened to call on 
her for, one evening about twilight, when the tell 
of the family were attending a funeral in the pariih. 

The poor girl ! happy had it been for her, if mc» 
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had never worn any breeches at all, or that thej had 
even worn them as the Chiriguanes are reported to do 
theirs-— as fops wear their hats ■ u nder their arms. 
We are not yet informed how the women wear their 
petticoats in that country ; but we may fuppofe, at 
lea ft, that the retort caurteous * is properly returned 
among thofe people, as well as in all the other na« 
tions of the earth. The world, *tis thought, would 
foon be at an end^ if it was n<S(t for fuch exchange 
of courtefies. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

THE MAK.MIOWIFE. 

\\1TH regard to my fecond inftance, I fhall be but 
Ihort* She was daughter to a man-midwife;—— 
and all that has been urged upon the former cafe| 
is equally referrable to this one alfo. 

Her father ufed to be frequently called up a-nights, 
with " a Juno Lucina^ fer opemJ*^ This would di- 
fturb her repofe. She ufed often to lie ftretching 
and yawning in her bed, and communing with her* 
felf about the matters and things which could occa- 
lion all this buflle and flir. 

She had a vaft turn to philofophy. She would 

get at her father's books She would fometimes 

read more than fhe under ftood ■ ■ but happened 
often to underftand more than fhe was the better 
for. It made h-er wifcr, forfooth — but alack I how 
dearly have we fmce paid for the firft inftance of fe- 

* An expreflion in As you lihtlt. 
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tnale wifdom ! *Twas in this very fcience, they fay, 
that the firft curiofitj was exercifed.— .'^ The know« 
** ing ones are fometimes taken in/^ 

Her father told me, one day, foon after her acci« 
dent, £he had declared to him, that, without labour- 
I ing under the power or influence of any other inor- 
i. dinate paffion or propenfity in nature, her curiofity 
k was £o predominant in her, that (he would, at any 
f time of her life, have flood a fliot to have been made 
a free mafon. 

Philofophia ! dux vita ! The deuce it is !— 
But pray. Sir, is there not fuch a theorem in this 
fame philofophy, as that ** a6lion and re-a3ion are 
" equal and in oppofite direftions too ?" And 
is not the natural philofophy ever ftill at fifty-cuffs 
with the moral one ?■ In fuch conflicts as thefe, 
the fair Obftetrica fell I 

But the philofophy, of all others, that finally tript 
up poor Mifs Midwife's heels, was the Platonic one. 
How beautiful a fyftem is there difplayed ! To have 
two fond and faithful hearts mutually attracting each 
other, their fyftole and diaftole the fame, tide for 
tide, and by a fwect compulfion drawing nearer and 
nearer together for life, like the aflymptotes of an 
hyperbola, without ever coinciding, or ruQiing into 
the point of conta^ *. 

How enviable and truly feraphic a flate is this ! 
How like to heaven itfelf, where they are faid ** nei- 
** ther to marry, nor to be given in marriage! '* What 
pity is it that it is not real ! and that thofe who 

* Vide the conic fcdfionk 
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would reft upon tbis encbanted iiland, as on terra* 
Jirma^ would foon bave tbeir feet flip from under 
them I 

This fame contingency-— tbis fjrncbronifm— --^ 
the devil. Ye breeches-makers^ and ye men or wo- 
men mid wives alfo, fend out your daugbters from 
underneath your roo£sy I fay. They are alas ! too 
dangerous feminaries for young women to be edu- 
cated in. 

But enougb on fucb fubjeQs as thefe I can* 
not bear to dwell upon melancholy ftorics. 

CHAP, xxxvin. 

ORIGIN OF TRISTRAM SHAKBT. 

vJ PON turning over this wianufcript juft now, I find 
that 1 had mentioned a defign of writing my own 
memoirs once upon a time. 

I did realy fit down to this work formerly, with 
the moft fcrious and ftupid intention poflible. But 
the hrutum fulmerty or Will- o*-the-Wifp of imaginsu 
tion, glared full before me, and led me a fcamper, 
over hedge and ditch, through briars, through quag- 
mires, and qaick-fands, for nine entire volumes, be- 
fore I attempted to introduce mj^felf into life. la 
truth, great part of that work was fpent before I 
even pretended to have been born. I knew the 
world, alas ! too well, to be in any manner of hur- 
ry to ftep into it. 

The oddnefs and novelty of the firfl volumes, 
cau«^ht bold of the c;vpiic\ou^ x.?»?X.^ <ii>Ctw^ -^Ai.^kUc* I 
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was applauded^ abufed, cenfured, and defended, 
through man J a page-— ^However, as there were 
more readers than judges, the edition had fufficient 
vogue for a fale. This encouraged me I went 
on ftill with the fame kind of no meanings ^"g^ngy 
at the end of every chapter, this line from Midas, to 
mjr afs-eared audience, 

Round about the May- pole how they trot t 

With a parodj on the text ; where, inftead of brown 
ale, you are to read only fro all beer. 

But what entertained me the mod:, was to £nd a 
number of my moft penetrating readers had conceived 
fome deep-laid fcheme or defign to be couched under 
thefe vagrancies or vagaries, which they fancied and 
affirmed would unfold itfelf toward the concluiion of 
the work. 

N^y, fome more riddle-witted than the reft, have 
pretended to be able to trace my clue, through every 
volume, without lofing once fight of the conneftion, 
A fine fpirit of enthufiafm this ! With what intellii. 
gence and profit muft fuch perfons read the Apoca- 
lypfe ! A millennium muft certainly be a very clear 
cafe with them. 

However, I muft have the modefty to admit, that 
there were, here and there, fome ftriking pafiages 
interfperfed throughout thefe volumes. ** Injlerquu 
Imo tnargaritam reperit*'^ There are many foibles 
ridiculed, and much charity and 1>enevolence inftill- 
ed and recommended. One faunters out, fometimes, 
into the fields and highways, without any other pur« 
pofe than to take the benefit of a little air and ezer« 
VqU VIII. D 
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cife ; ■ an objeft of diftrefs occurs, and drawi 
forth our charity and compaflion. 

After this carelefs manner did I ramble through 
my pages, in mere idlenefs and fport — till fome oc- 
currence of humanity laid hold of me bj the breafti 
and pulled me afide. Here lies my only fort. What 
we flrongcft feel, we can heft exprefs. And upon 
fuch fubjeSs as thefe, one muft be capable of a 
double energy, who, while he is pleading for others 
is alfo relieving himfelf. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE FEMALE CONFUCIUS. 



I happened to be very ill at the time, and fitting 
by the fire- fide one morning in my lodgings, when 
I received a very polite card, in a female hand, un- 
known, acquainting me, that having been ftruck 
with tha rich vein of philanthropy, flie was pkaM 
to fay, which flowed like milk and honey through 
all my writings, Mrs. — would be much oblige^ 
and flattered, if I would afford her an opportunity^ 
of a perfonal acquaintance with the author, by dc 
ing her the favour of drinking tea with her ths 
livening. 



T ^as too weak to venture abroad. I wrote bar 
word fo— alTared her that I longed equallj fur the 
jdeafore of an acquaintance with anj perfcn, whofe 
heart and mind feemed to fjmpathile with thofe af- 
fedions ike was fo kind to compliment me upon, 
and entreated the honour of a fans ceremonie ▼lUt 
from her, upon this occafion, that very evening. 

She condefcended to accept mj invitation, and 
came accordingly. She vifited me every day, while I 
continued confined ; which kindnefs I returned 
moft pundually, as foon as I was able to go abroad* 

She was a woman of fenfe and virtue*-not lively, 
but poffeffed of that charming fort of even cheerful- 
ne£s, which naturally flows from goodnefs. ** Mens 
** amfcia reSliJ* She was referved, and, like a ghoft, 
would rarely fpeak till fpoken to. She had, like a 
lute, all the paffive powers of mulic in her, but 
wanted the mafter's hand to bring them forth. 

She had quitted England very young — before her 
tender afiedlions had been rendered callous, by the 
colliiions of the world. She had been carried into 
India, where Ihe continued, till thofe . fentiments 
had been ripened into principle, aijd were infpired 
^vith all the divine enthufiafm of eaftern morality. 

She feemed to be unhappy. This added a ten- 
demefs to my eftcem for her. I guefled, but in- 
quired not her private hiftory, and fhe communi- 
cated nothing. She would repine, but not refcnt. 
She had no gall to boil ove r h er overflowings 
were of the pancreatic juices only *• 

• The Sweet bread. 
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From that tixne, we held on a conftant and re« 
fined intercourfe while flie remained in the king- 
dom, and a friendly correfpondence fucceeded our 
parting— to meet no more--in this world — I pro- 
phecy !— flie happened to be another man's wife 
too. 

But the charity that had attrafted, with the virtue 
that united us, were not able to fcreen us from the 
cenfure of bafe minds. Neither her own fair chai- 
rafter, nor the memento of mj ghaftly appearance, 
were fufficient bars to flander. 

The improbability of a malicious ftory, ferves but 
to help forward the currency of it — ^becaufe it in- 
creafes the fcandal. So that, in fuch inftances, the 
world, like Romifli priefts, are induflrious to propa- 
gate a belief in things they have not the leafl faith 
themfelves ; or, like the pious St Auftin, who faid 
he believed fome things, becaufe they were abfurd 
^nd impofiible. 

CHAP. XL. 
Continuati.on of Chapter XXXVIII. 

THE PRIMMER. 

I CONTINUED this rodomontade through nine vq. 

lumes, upon foolfcap paper * ; but had reafon 

to find at lad, that the nine days wonder had fown 
its gape-feed long before. The novelty grew flale, 

* That i» the name which printers give to a certain fized pa- 
per, upon which all the author's works have been publiflicdio 
£Dgland 
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and the oddnefs began to lofe its fingularity* This, 
I faj, I confefs to have perceived a confiderable time 
before. But one who has run down a hill for any- 
way, cannot well flop his fpeed, till he has got to the 
bottom of it. 

I then thought proper to ceafe titupping my hob- 
by-horfe about — to alight and perform my promife 
to the public, in a more ingenious and fyflematical 
manner. Upon which occafion, I began to frame 
thefe notes — ^but could never fince find time to 
glaze them. So many other themes and fchemea 
ihot acrofs my fancy, and puzzled my purpofe, that 
I could not flick to any one fubje£l long enough 
to make a volume of it -or acquit myfelf as aa 
author. 

One of my mod favourite defigns, was to com- 
pofe a little book, to be flyled the Primmer , for 
the ufe and benefit of grown nobility, gentry, and 
others ■ to inflrud): them what to fay, and how to 
aiSl, upon all the general occafions of life *. 

I know of no work fo fliamefully wanted, at pre- 
fent, as fome code of this kind. There is, I confefs, 
a certain connate liberality of nature in fome perfons 
I have met with, that infpires me to think, fpeak, 
and a6l, with a fpirit and virtue which fuperfedes, 
in a great meafure^ the necefSty of education. Thefe 
inftances, though, are rare — may be ftyled moral 
comet|. 

The many are born with a fort of original mean-* 
ing in their minds, which rcfolves every aftion, 

ft 

• *' Here read the Dedication over agaia. 
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every idea into/e/f- and which the longeftlinem 

heraldry, with the poffeffion of the largeil fortune, 
are not fufEcient to countervail, without the aflift* 
ance of an academical tuition. 

But the generality of the curled darlings of our 
nation, tandem cujtode remotOy fliake off a load from 
their flioulders, when they are emancipated from 
college : for fuch is their fenfe or nonfenfe, of this 
matter.— They are then apt to clafs Tully*s Offices, 
with Burgerfdicius, among the pedantry of the 
fchools, and become foon poffeffed of juft Chrif- 
tianity enough to fet them above all Pagan moral 
—or the fliining fins of the heathen world, as our 
orthodoxy affefts to flyle them. They then begin 
to look upon their own feelings to be the fure waj 
of judging, and the ufages of the world their own 
rule of afting. 

From hence many liberal notions are fuffered to 
obtain, and many ignoble deeds are praftifcd.— — 
From hence arife, among the great, New-maiket 
jock'^ys. Change-ally brokers, and corporation cafu- 
ifls. From hence the dignitaries of the law dege- 
nerate into attorneys, and priefls in lawn dwindle in- 
to tythe pjrodlors. 

The fcope then of my ritual, was to fet forth the 
verum atque decens^ of morals, the truth and beauty 
of hr.man actions — which it is incumbent, at leaft 
of perfons on a certain rank in life, either to^pradife 
or pretend. They would then be taught to per- 
ceive, that neither their own feelings, nor the ufages 
of the world, were of authority fufficien? to fupport 
rice, meannefs, or indecorum. This would be put- 
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ting them to fchool again. — Thofe who wmt hearts, 
Ihould be taught to get by heart. 

Princes and nobles, fo titled, however they might 
be tempted to wallow in their own flies, would not 
then, perhaps, dare to emblazon their flrumpets to 
the public view. TCurf mini/lers alfo might then be 
informed, that they had miftaken the metaphor 
when they let go the helm to take up the reins* 

The Marchionefs of Taviftock had not then lived 
the reproof, and died the reproach, of fo many ma- 
trons on the firil benches at court. Thou hadfl, 
mod fpptlefs Ephefian reli6l, devoted thyfelf to the 
grave with thy dead lord ! They would facrifice 
their living ones. ^^ Etfaciks^nympba rifere.'^^ And 
fuch is the accommodating fpirit of our modem 
laws, that divorces, now-a-days, like the fe6tion of 
the polypus, are fufFered to generate new members 
from each part of the feparation. 

I am not fuch a vifionary as to expeft that any 
thing of this kind would render perfons virtuous, in 
fpite of " the whole courfe of modern education.*' 
" Et quce fuerunt vitta, mores funt.^^ But I think 
that it might poffibly fliame your " grown nobility, 
^ gentry, and others," into the difgiiifing, or con* 
cealing their vices at leaft \ ' -which is, perhaps, no 
inconfiderable point gained in morals. 

£fl quaidam prodire teaus — St non datur ultra. 

The appearing or, pretending to have more virtue 
than one has, is hypocrify ; — but the not expofing all 
the vices We are really guilty of, is certainly fome 
meritr— to the public at leaft. 

So Oiall diiTembUng on:e be virtuoui in yoM 
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A rich lawyer mighty perhaps, notwithftanding, be 
tempted to purchafe an eftate for half its value, be- 
caufe the perfon who fold it dicl fo in hafte, to extri- 
cate himfelf from a goal. — But after he had perufed 
my little book, he would never have boafted of the 
adion — My ears would not then be fo much (hocked 
and oflfendod as they are too frequently now every 
day. 

A profligate might ftlll delude a fimple maiden, 
or purchafe the innocency of beauty from a needy 
parent ; but he would not make a confidant of fuch 
amours. He would not call the vi£lim off to want, 
as well as infamy ; nor dare to proclaim his villany 
to the world. My enmity, my abhorrence, my re- 
fentment, with all the tribe of the uncomfortable, the 
uncharitable, and unhealthy paflions, would not then 
harafs my poor ihattered frame. 

CHAP. XLI. 

THE NATURAL EXHIBITION. 

Another vlfion of mine, was, to open an exhibitloa 
for fine children, male and female, remarkable for 
their beauty, fymmetry, or athletic frame. In order 
to which, I had prepared a new and copious edition 
of the Callipcedia^ — —or, Art of Getting pretty Chil- 
dren ; illuflrated with notes of my own, and enlarged 
with feveral philofophic hints, which had occurred to 
my mind whilft this pleafant tancy was running m 
my head. 

There have been many fchools opend, for the ex- 
hibition of all the arts and fciences j but none, 
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fiiame ! for Nature, and her originals. He who 
copies the Imman face-divine, receives a premium^ 
and applaafc — while he that prefents you \Vith the 
mafterpicce, or prototype, of the^mimic work, has 
but his labour for his pains — or, at beft, is referred, 
like virtue, to its own reward. 

This might encourage the good old moral and po* 
litlcal work of propagation. It would be reviving 
fomething fimilar to the ufeful Roman law, the jus 

trium Uherorum and be a reftraint on promifcuous 

intercourfes, which terminate in barrennefs. Profli- 
gacy is a monfter and never generates. 

I can Conceive no other reafon for fuch a fcheme 
as this not having yet become an obje6l of the royal- 
foundation, except that his prefent Majeily might 
»et have fo juftly thought that his own family would 
be^ beft entitled to the greateft emoluments of it, both, 
from excellence and number, 

1 have amufed myfelf fometimes in one of my 
philofophic moods, with fuppofing an handfome^ 
well-made, young couple fetting out on fuch a projeft 
as this. I will not indulge the freedom of imagina- 
tion on this fubjeft — though well affured I am, that 
tbe Author of beauty, harmony, and order,. cann6t be 
difpleafed with a difquifition into it. 

Can the origin of nature be jealous at our invefti- 
gation of the very inmod receffes of its fecrets ? Phi* 
lofophy would become impiety at fuch a: thought. 

Many other projefts of thefe kinds, fufficient /o- 
quacem ddajfare Fabkfm to relate, and which would 
require the age of a patriarch to execute— —befides- 
tea tboufand freaks that died in thinking — ^have pre- 

I>5 
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fented themfelves to my aftive imagination, even in 
the midfl of pain, forrow, and ficknefs ; but I never 
was able to carry them farther than minutes. 

For my mind has ever reprefented the jargon of 
the fphools, with regard to matter, which is defined 
to poffcfs a conatus ad motum^ with a vis inertut^ or 
per fed acquiefcence ad requierriy at the fame time. 
You may fee what a fine thing this fame learning is. 

CHAP. XLII. 

r 

THE BAY or JUDGMENT. 

I FIND myfelf labouring, this inftant, under anirrc- 
fiftible impulfe to mention one particular defign of 
mine — ^becaufe 'tis of a Angular nature — which was, 
to write an hiilorical and philofophical account and 
defcripuon of all the feveral great epochas of the 
world, from the creation to the conflagration — from 
the beginning of time, when God faid " Let there 
" be light, and there was light ;" till the end of it, 
when he (hall fay, " Let there be fire, and there 
«* fliall be fire." 

As there is but one notable event to be expeSed, 
^ between the prefent era, and the final confummation 

o^ all things namely, " the gathering in of all 

** nations, fo as that all may become one faith"—— 

when Turks, Jews, Infidels, and Heretics — Papifts 

Prcfbyterians, Janfenifts, Methodifls, Moravians, 

^iiietifts, Arians, Hugonots, Socinians, Anabaptifts, 

^^wletonians, Swadlers^ and Quakers ^are there 

lore of them ? -,— -StiaXY ^ \i^^^i\sA ^^^ ?co- 
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teftants of the church of England, as by law cfla- 
bliihed. 

This might, I faj, at firft appear a difficulty upon 
me. But on coniidering the train that has been al- 
ready laid, both in church and ftate, to bring that 
matter to pafs, I fancy that the intelligent reader will 
be of opinion with me, that it requires but a com- 
petent knowledge in politics and theology, to be able 
to prediA the time when, and the manner how, this 
great crifis mud be brought to pafs. 

I gave my fentiments on this fubjeft, fome years 
ago, in a private letter to Frederick the Third, his 
prefent Majefty of Pruffia. Pray, now I think of it, 
do you know what became of that paper ? It was put 
into the hands of the Pruffian minifter here, to be 
prefented to his mailer, and we have heard no more 
of the matter iince. 

But to conclude- ■ ■■ 

As the fird thing in intention is generally the laft 
in execution, I have proceeded in this work accord- 
ingly, by writing backwards, or Hebrew-wife, and 
Ihall here prefent you with the laft chapter firft. 

THE FINAL CHAPTER OF THE EPOCHAS. 

ARGUMENT ^THE LAST DAY. 

The pillarM firmament is rottenncls 

And earth's bafe built on (tubble. milton. 

Nox, Erebus, and Chaos, now renewed thefr reign. 
All nature was convulfed,— — The panther, lion^ 
uid the leopard^ fled afirighted from lYit\x d^^x^^ ^»^i^^ 

J) 6 
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tamed by terror, grew the friends of man. The 
world became an ark, and adverfe beafts forgot their 
wonted ft rife, and fought alliance in each other's 
fiercencfs. The howling wolf now bleated like the 
lamb. The hawk, the vulture, and the eagle, be- 
came pigeon-livered and lacked gall I The birds of 
rapine forfcok their prey, and trembled for them- 
ftlves. The fhark, the dolphin, and leviathan, m ir- 
ged from the boiling deep, and fought the fervid 
ihore. The elements themfelves were changed in 
nature's wreck. The rivers were dried up, and li- 
quid ore fupplied their burning channels.- The clouds 
were turned to fire, and fhot their meteors through 
the aftoniilied IkjJ The air was flame, and breath- 
incr was no more. The firmament was melted down, 
and rained its fulpbur o'er the profirate globe. T»he 
earth's foundations to the centre ibook. Even cha- 
rity was dun/D and viitue's felf {lood fcarcelvun- 

appalled. 

FiMS * 

MUNDI. 

CHAP. XLIIL 

MYSELF. 

A-ND here, perhaps, fince I have got into a train ot 

defcribing myfeU, it may amufe you or myldt ^ 

— which makes very little dliFernce, in the moo^ 

I am at prefent to give you the charadter and 

peculiarites of TriaJu/i^Ia in uno : to which pur- 

pofe I fliall appropriate the whole of this chapter. 
The firll and puivd^2\ cV-ax'^S.^^lftlc of mj indoles 
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•not indolence— for it is as adive as paiHonate 
-is philanthropy. This is xSx^fine qua non of ray 



comppfition. This is vay divinity, ia which I live> 
and naove, and have^mj being. 

The momentum of my affcdions toward mankind, 
is in a reciprocal ratio between heaven and earth. I 
place myfelf as a medium ■ a nd love others with 
that warmth and indulgence I would have my Crea« 

tor manifeil toward myfelf forgiving their errors, 

palliating their infirmities, and willing both their 
temporal and eternal felicity. Amen. 

This turn of mind is the firft thing that awakens 
with me, and the lad I part with when I take leave 
of my fenfes. I have frequently fuppofed myfelf a 
fovereign prince, and ipent many an entire day in 
fettling my houfehold, with all the other offices and 
departments of my kingdom. 

Nay, I do adlually aver, that I fat down gravely 
one morning to a Iheet of paper, and entered the 
names of all my friends and acquaintance for em- 
ploys i claffiag then> according to their rtlpe(^ive 
merits and capacities ; preferring ilill, as becomes a 
king to do, fuperior talents and virtue, to my fond- 
eft connexions. 

Pray, was not this a fcene for Moorfields ? And 
ivould not fuch a manufcript as this, found in my 

poffeffion, appear to have been copied from char- 
coal, on the walls of a cell ? Nay, I do confefs, that * 
I did once ferioufly think myfelf mad, for a confider- 
able portion' of my life, on account of fuch reveries 

and extravagancies as thefe till I happily found 

cut, that my fufpicioa arofe chiefly from my having 
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pvii.}\ , f~iit that IJkd interval^ with a par- 

Ai rctttT r-mss, I bare abfolntclj refufed being a 
i^:ziZ' I "Mrrr-ei ^j ZiA, and cri ed out, ^a/o coronO" 
r- Tr.ir i:£-^3Gi £:d :ir« fiifficicotlT fatisfj my thirft 
ri" pr"«*^r t"'f j^3ii2iioa. It extended onlj to the 
rsnrijc-ii -grifarg of ntsakiad, and was reftriftcd to 



th&: izasnzj psstacn cf tbem whidi was comprehend- 
e£ -BTiriiizi tbe ziirroTr limits of my own empire——- 
ackf rr^TLji be sa rnTurance only during my own life. 

I preier Socrates to Solon, and would rather pre- 
fiie *a tbe mciml than the political government of 
]i:2=.kn>d. T:.:s is the only true anobition, to afTume 
to oriels ielf that department in life which extends 
cqnallj to all Gatiocs, to all ages, and reaches even 
to etemitv inclf. 

1 am, perhaps, one of the greateft philofophers 
Ton know in the world. ^len of fenfe admire, and 
fcrls envy this fuppDied fuperiority of talent in me. 
Tney th^ nk it muft have been atchieved by dint of 
ftuiv, labour, and rcfolution, with the natural ad- 
vantages of a gifted capacity, and great ftrength of 
mind. 

I would not have them think fo : in the firft 

place, becaufe it is not true ; - a nd in the next, 
fuch a notion as this might deter others from ever 
attempting to arrive at fuch an happy, but eafy ex- 
cellence of charadler. Let me undeceive them. 

I was as other men are, till about the age of two- 
and-twenty. I refented pain, ficknefs, difappoint- 
ment, and diflrefs, as naturally as I did heat and 
cold, hunger and thirft, I had even a turn for re» 
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fleAion, I laj tumbling and tofCag one morning 
in bed, my mind labouring jnft then under the pref- 
fure of fome one or more of the above catalogue of 
illsy and contemplating the infinite fuperiority of the 
ancient philofophj, upon all fuch trials as thefe. 

I envied, I admired this happy pofleflion of one*s 
own mind. I took heart of grace on the inilant, 
and fillipping my fingers, cried out, ** I will myfelf 

** he a philofopher.*' I immediately arofe re« 

folving not to fall afleep again and forget it. I put 
on the breeches of a philofopher — poffibly, at that 

time, of an heathen one and fo commenced phi-* 

lofopher for life ;— and I alfo am a painter. 

This, be ^ffured of it, gentlemen, was the only 
leffon or degree I ever took in that truly noble fci- 
ence of defence— -and found it to be all-fufficient. 

The difficulties we apprehend, more than thofe 
we find, in an attempt of this kind, as well as in 
the ftrife with all our paffions, is the only thing that 
prevents philofophy and virtue from being common- 
ly attainable in general, life. 

What makes the difference between a chafle wo- 
man and and a frail one ? The one had ftruggled and 
the other not. Between a brave man and a coward? 
The one had ftruggled, and the other not. An 
honeft man, and a knave ? One had ftruggled, the 

other not. 

I am generally cheerful— *but more remarkably 
lively under pain, ficknefs, or misfortunes— —pro- 
vided the misfortune be all my own than at any 

other time of my life. Vifiting the fick ceafes to be 
a fcripture duty, when referred to me. Folks crowd 
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to my couch, not to bemoan^ but be m?rry at my 
fufferings — to hear me confefs wit on the rack, and 
jrefine my ore in the crucible. 

A friend of mine, thinking me expiring once un- 
der the fevere diforder of a bilious cho.lic and I 

fliOiild certainly have popped at that very itiftant, if 
I had not, mod luckily, been given over by the phy- 
ficians . and confequently no longer plied with 

medicine. My friendj I fay, exprefled himfelf ex- 
tremely fhocked at the indecent merriment, as he 
ilyled it, with which I was going out of the world. 
The reply I made him, was pretty nearly in thefe 
words : ^ 

" Your lazy or indolent Chriftian is" too apt to 
'* cheriih in his mind a dangerous opinion of theefB- 

** cacy of a death-bed repentance 1 was never 

*' mad enouqrh to truft to it. When Socrates was 
" alked, jull before his trial, .why he did not pre- 
" pare himftif for his defence, he nobly anfwered, 
** / have been doing tiothlng elfe all my lifeJ'^ 

" lie who defers the great work of falvation till 
" his lafl moments, hath loitered away his time, till 
*^ the night cometb, in which no man can work. — A 
" death-bed attrition * — and what is it more, when 
** it comes to that ? may be compared to Vani- 

^* ni's laft exclamation who, though, an atheifl 

" all his life, called upon God in the flames. 

" Shall an apoplexy deprive us of falvation ? If 
^* not, then, what but fear need render us fo difmal 
•* on our exit ? Life is itfelf a jeft Then furely 

• Repentance through fear of puiii£hmciit, not forrow for fixi; 
hich latter is called cenkiUoii* 



I' 



THE KORAN. 



** death muft be the very cleam of it. The longed 
** life is as fhort as an epigram, and our end is but 
<^ the point of it." 

Mj fobcr friend walked away into a corner of the 
bed-chamber, and ejaculated. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

A SHORT CH AFTER. 

lAr HAT a chapter was the lad ! There will be no 
end of it, if I once get into an habit of writing fuch 
long ones. But whenever felf happens to become the 
fubjedl, one feldom knows when to have done. This 
is the only theme upon which I was ever tempted to 
expatiate— •—which, in, other words, is to be tedious. 
For, in general, my writings do not fmell much 
pf the lamp. They feem moft of them rather* to 
have b-^en written when I had naturally lignt enough 
—even at the very full of the moon. Can the Cri- 
tical Reviewers themfclves fay any thing worfe of 
them? 

CHAP.XLV. 

A SHORTER. 

Jj UT even thefe fliort chapters appear tob prolix to 
me — I hope not to you — though they contain each 
of them only one heap a-piece. So that I am re- 
folved here to put an end to them all, and write no- 
thing but fentences throughout the fecond volume. 

I am not fo vain as to think that my proverbs will 
he as good as Solomon^s — or SancWs dxJcwtt— — \» 
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tia I wul Tcamre to fiir, that they (hall beat them 
aul to ficdiizig in number. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

TO TOE PRINTER. 

Please, Sir, to fend jonr dtvil^ with my compli- 
ments to Meffiears the Miniftry, alTuring theniy that 
it was not, by any means, in derogation to the goldtn 
age of the prefent adminiftratioDy but merely froai 
the cafualty of my fubjecl matter, that the chapters 
of this book happen fo exaftly to complete the num< 
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AUTHOR TO THE READER. 



W HETHERany of the following thoughts or remarks 

have been conceived by others, before me, or no, I 

cannot pretend to fay ; for, as they fpootanf oufly oc« 

curred to my mind, I minuted them down, without 

ever taking the trouble of inquiring. into their origin 

or derivation. 

And in truth, a labour of this kind would have 
been infinite and uncertain— for it is almofl impof- 

fible, after al], for any perfon who reads much, and 
refleds a good deal, to be able, upon every occafion, 
to determine whether a thought was another's, or his 
own. Nay, I declare, that I have feveral times quot- 
ed fentences out of my own writings, in aid of my 
own arguments in converfation ; thinking that I was 
fupporting them by fome better authority. 

For my own part, I do affirm, that it would afford 
me a moft flattering pleafure to find them all imput- 
ed — For, as I can truly acquit my confcience of the 
lead manner of plagiarifm, this very coincidence of 
fentiment and opinions,, would fcrve to prove the 
juflnefs of them; pretty" nearly-— a3 two clocks which 
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chime together, verjr probably mark the right hour 
of the day— for the degrees of error are fo numeroos 
and various, while the point of truth is but Jimpkx^ 
duntaxat^ et unum^ that the odds muil be manifoldj 
that no twcT irregular agents fliall exa&ly hit upon 
the fame falfe meafure. 

But that nothing is new under the fun, was de- 
clared by Solomon fome years ago : and it is impof- 
fible to provide againft evils that have already conie 
to pafs. So that I am fure I have reafon to cry oot| 
with Donatus, apud Jerom— 

Pereant, qui, ante not, noftra dixerunt. 

For I have ever wrote without ftudy, book?, or ex- 
ample^ and yet have been charged with having bor- 
rowed this hint from Rabelais, that from Montaigne, 
another from Martinus Scriblerus, i$c. without hav- 
ing ever read the firft, or remembered a word of the 
latter. 

So that, all we can poffibly fay of the moft origi- 
nal authors, now-a-days, is not that they fay any 
thing new, but only that they are capable of faying 
fuch and fuch things themfelves, " if they had never 
** been faid before them." 

But as monarchs have a right to call in the fpecie 
of a (late, and raife its value, by their own imprefc 
fion ; fo are there certain prerogative geniufes, who 
are above plagiaries — who cannot be faid to fteal, 
but, from their improvment of a thought, rather to 
borrow it, and repay the common wealth of letters 
with intercft again and may more properly be faid 
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to adopty than to kidnap, a fentiment, by leaving it 
heir to their own fame. 

I do not pretend to clafs mjfelf among fuch pri 
yileged wits ■ I never borrow, leil I fl}0«ld not be 
able to pay— ——but have only made the above remark, 
to (how the candour of my own criticifm upon all 
fuch occurrences as thefe. 

It may, perhaps, be requifite here to explain a pew 

term I have made ufe of in the title-page of this part 
of my work. The word Callimachies I have framed 
from Callimachus, the name of a Greek poet, of 
whom it is faid, that he had written above eight 
hundred elegant poems, which were all comprehend* 
cd in aboiit five hundred pages. 

I was pleafed with this charafter of his works,— 

I hate your fcriptus et in tergo authors and havft 

therefore taken the liberty of denominating all con« 
cife or fententious writings Callimachies, after his 
name. I thought it advifable to give this definition 
of the word, left the Critical Reviewers fhould derive 
it from the French phrafe Gallimatias.— 

like this manner of writing extremely, It is 

really being too hard upon the public, " to turn over 
^ a new leaf with them," upon an old fcore, conti- 
nually.— And whenever my bookfeller, who buys 
by the bulk — and fuch works deferve to remain on 
it—obliges me to augment my pages, I generally con- 
trive to give the reader fome new fubje6!", — or none 
at all — which does as well, as it ferves equally for 
amufement to find one out. 

But, indeed, if the editor of thefe loose Jheets^'^JL 
don't mean immodeft ones— -would take my advicCj 




Wlhoul one thought to Inlerrupt the {oog. 
This collection, then, miglit, perhaps, 
emlKlliQi their works, and help them off t 
little. 

Farewell, neghbour,— 

TRIA JUNCTA IN 
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CAU.IMACHIES, &c. 

1. A PERSoK may not merit favour, as that is only 
the claim of man, but can never demerit charity, for 
that is the comnVand of God. 

2. In Sophocles, Jocafta prays to the Lycian Apollo, \M 



and fays, *^ That (he came to his temple, becaufe it 
** was the neareft.'' This was but a forry compli- 
ment to his godfhip.— It is the fame, however, that 
people generally pay to religion ; who abide by the 
doSrines and faith they have been bred up in, merely 
to fave themfelves the trouble of feeking farther. 
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3. " Inveni portum— Spcs et fortuna valete ■ 
** Sat me lufiiili — ^Ludite nunc alios." 

There is a bad moral expreffed here, in the word 

ludite. 1 would have faid rather parcite, The 

writer did not deferve invenire portum, 

4. There is a great ftiflFnefs in the ftyle and man- 
ner of Pliny's Epiftles. This was his chara61er 
throughout ; for he profeffes himfelf an admirer of 
evergreens, dipt into the fliapes of men and other 
animals. I think, that Orrery was a fitter Uax^fiaX^^^ 
for him than Melmotb, for that reason. 
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5. Political and natural connexions are diflferent 
ideas. I look upon all ties of affinity, or confangui- 
nity merely, to be of the firft kind. Love and friend- 
fhip form the only natural alliances. 

6. There is no fuch thing as an impartial reprefen- 
tation. A looking- glafs, one might be apt to ima- 
gine; was an exception to this propofition ; and yet 
we never fee our own faces juftly in one. It gives 
us nothing but the tranflations of them. A mirror 
even reverfes our features, and prefents our left hand 
for our right. This is an emblem of all perfonal 
reflexions. 

7. I prefer a private to a public Kfe. For I love 
my friends, and therefore love but few. 

8. The confinement of the unity of time, in the 
drama, forces the poet often to violate nature, in 
compliment merely to the appearance of truth. For 
he mud be obliged to comprefs aXions within the 
compafs of three hours, which, in the ordinary courfe 
of things, would require the leifure of as maoydajs, 
perhaps years, to bring to pafs. 

A play is but an a£led novel, of about three hours 
reading ; and ftiould not be reft rained within the li- 
mits of any given time, in the ftory,' though the re- 
prefentation ought not to exceed the ufual one. 

9. Impatience is the principal caufe of moft of our 
irregularities and extravagancies. I would fometimes 
have paid a guinea to be at fome particular ball or 
affembly, and fomething has prevented my going 
there. After it was over, I would not give a fhilling 
JO have had been there. 

I would pay a crown at any time fipr a venifoo or- 



dinarj. But after having dined on beef or mutton^ 
I would Dot give a penny to have had it vcnifon. 

Think frequently on this refledion, ye giddy, and 
je extravagant. 

10. There is fuch a torture, happily unknown to 
ancient tyranny, as talking a man to death. Marcus 
Aurelius advifes to afient readily to great talkers — 
in hopes, I fuppofe, to put an end to the argunient. 

^ Epitaph on the unlamented Death of a talkative 
Old Maid. By myftlf. 

Here lieth the body of M. B. fpinfter, aged forty- 
three, who on the tenth day of Auguft 1764^ 
came filent. 

11. A tragic writer can call fpirits from the vafty 
deep, and reanimate the dead. 

I a. Mr Guthrie, in his Efly on Tragedy, diflin- 
guiihes between a poet and a genius. He mufl have 
meant only rhimers, verifiers, or poetafters : for I 
will not admit a perfon to be a poet, without a genius« 

13. One does not require nor think of a fire, often, 
in fpring or autumn ; yet I don't know how it is, but 
when we have happened by chance to pafs near one, 
the fenfation it communicates is fo pleafant, that we 
feel rather inclined to indulge it. 

This is analagous to temptation — and the moral is, 
** keep away from the fire.** 

Who venture in. 
Have half acquiefced in the iin. 

This is the fentimcnt of fome poet ; but I cannot 

make out the diftich. Nor i^ it at all material ; for 

that feotence mull be poor, indeed, that owes its g 
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merit to its metres— — Weight, not meafure, is the 
proper flandard of true fterling. 

14. Cuftom is too apt to obtain a faoAion. bj be- 
coming a fecond nature. This (hould be admitted 
only in indifferent matters ; for, in others, nfc only 
rendtrs abufe familiar, and makes cullom the more 
reprehenfible. 

15. Pcrfons of fenfe forefeca crifis, and tcmporifc 
with occafion. Short-fighted people never comply, 
till occafion becomes neccf&ty — and then it is often 

too late* 

i6« Som^ folk think it fufficient to be good Cbri- 
ft'Au> without being good men — fo fpend their lives 
iuwhorii^g, drmking, cheating — and praying. 

f^. Some people pafs through life, foberly and 
TtrLi*u>usly enough, without knowing why, or rea- 
Co:x::^ * about it — but, from force of habit merely, go 
fv^ Seaven like fools. 

i$« Mechanical Chriftians make fin office of their 
pcw5> for the difpatch of bufinefs. 

19. Going to prayer with bad affcflions, is like 
pa> ing one's \evtc in an undrefs. — 

There is a great deal of fpecies of wit, in many 
itdmired writings, where the fimile falls ihort of the 
corop^^'^^on. 

20. RclTgion was too abftrafted before the com- 
ing of cur Saviour. But the clothiqg the Divinity 
t^ith matter, halh prcfented us with a fenfible objed 
of our adoration— which was abfolutely ncceffary 
to attraft the devotion of the many. — For a phi- 

dc religion is ^ iriijloa — for a philofopber 
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21. Marcus Aurellus fays, that he had learned 
from Apollinus, " not to be impatient when his ar- 
** guments happen not to be apprehended."— 

1 thidk there is' a reafon, befides the philofophic 
one, for this. A perfon ought rather to triumph 
upon the advantages of fuperior knowledge or un- 
derftanding ; which fhould incline him more to pity 
than refentment. 

2 2, People who are ahvajs taking care of their 
healthy are like mifers, who are hoarding up a trea- 
fure which thej have never fpirit enough to enjoy. 

23. When I fee good men dying often, while 
worthlefs fellows are fuffered to live, I feel the force 
of that paflage in the Pfalms mod emphatically.-— 
'' the Lord wilbes not the death of a finner." 

24. The nibbling of critics, like the mites in 
cheefe, depreciate a work to fome, but enrich it to 
others. Qaere ? - " 

25. Men tire themfelves in purfuit of reft. The 
replj of Callifthenes to Alexander, may be here ap- 
plied — Was it Callifthenes, or — ? Not material, 
—though fome literary blockheads would, per- 
haps, make a buftle about it. 

26. It is an impious proftitution of the facrament, \ 
to adminifter it to the adulterer, the oppreflbr, or as 
a tpft, merely by way of qualification for fome tem- 
poral ofRce. Thofe only fliould be admitted to the 
communion, who qualify themfelves for the next 
world — not thofe who receive it folely for this. 1 

27. Titles of honour are like the impreffions on 
coin-^which add no value to gold and iilver, but 
ovififendcs brafa current. 

E3 
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^8. There' is no fuch thing as real happinefs in 
life. The jufteft definition that was ever given of 
it, was, ** A tranquil acquiefcence under an agree- 
* able delufion. — I forget where. 

29. I have known many men who have worn out 
uhat little fenfc had been born with them, long be- 
fore their deaths but yet, having been trained 

up in ofEce-bufinefs— f— or fome mechanical trade 

— as the army or the church continued to pafs 

through them flill, like children in a go-cart, with- 
out either fufpeding themfelves, or being deteded 
by others. 

If you dice off the bead of a turkey-cock, after it 
has been once fet a running, it will continue to keep 
finding on, in the fame ftalking gait, for feveral 
yards, before it drops. 

I have known feveral people pafs through life, 
plaufibly enough, with as little brains as an heedlefs 
turkey-cock. 

30. It was an apt faying of Epicurus, " Stultus 
** fempcr incipit vivere,^^ 

31. Swift's love-fong, in the modern tafte begin- 



Bing, 



Fluttering, fpread thy purple pinioni 
Gentle Cupid, o*cr my litart ; 
I a flavc in thy dominions 
Nature muft give way to art. 

was not a whit too outre, upon the prettily worded 

nonfenfe of our lyrics and fonneteers. 

I happened to be looking over my daughter's mu- 
iic-book this morning, and met with feveral cclc- 
brated fongs, pcrforirxd v«\\XiN^l\.'a.^^'^Ni.^'it'ax"Rane- 

i 
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hgh and Vauxhall, which have been penned fince 
that cautionary ode had appeared in the world 
where the authors, not having the fear of Swift be- 
fore their ejes — ^and in utter contempt of our fove- 
reign lord the poet-laureat — ^fuch horrid murders as 
thefc have been wilfully perpetrated, w«. 

One lover begins, in open defiance of the laws^ 
thus 

Have you tioi fcen the fuoy 
When funk bematb the bUb ? 
Then have you feem my Molly fair, t!)V» 

which, being interpreted, is exaftly this ^' Pro- 

** vided that you have never happened to fee the Jun^ 
^ when it had become inviJihU^ then I ^ill admit that 
*? you might have feen my Molly fair^ who beat» 
" x\iti\xvi— out of fight P 

Another poet bewitched, too fublime for grovel- 
ling nonfenfe, elevates his paffion at once icto a 
crime,— -For, concluding a verfe with this pofi- 
tion, that 

FrieodHiip with woman \%Jtper to love, 

he commits a poetical incefi at once-^flapdafh. 

But the genius that pleafed and puzzled me the 
mod, was the author of the following ftanxa : 

Come, take your glu$^ 

The northern laft 

So prettily adviCed.^— 

I took my gUit^ 

And really was 
Agreeably surprised, 

l/pon which arife two q^ueftions^ eqjuially luteteiL*^ 
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ing, to be refolved here — • — nsunelj. What was'thfl 
glafs ? and what the furprife ? 

The latter, indeed, he lets us into the fecret of, 

in the next verfe which happens to be the lafs's 

beaut J — and we are to fuppofe this to liave been 
the very firft time he had ever feen it ■ by his be- 
ing fo much furprifed at the fight. But then, 
whj not furprifed before he had taken his glafs, as 
well as after ? — Which leads us to the folution of the 
firft queftion, What manner of glafs this was ? 

Here the commentators differ extremely — one feft 
sf&rming it to have been a magnifying glafs—— 
which had furprifingly increafed the dimenfions of 
thofi^ charms, which had appeared nothing remark- 
able to the naked eye before. 

Another opinion, and to which, I confefs, I more 
incline, as being the mod orthodox, is, that it mud 
have been a drinking glafs. - T hat the northern 
lafs, being fomewhat chilly, had challenged our poet 
to take a bout with her— I — and had bgropered him 
into a fort of Scotch — or fecond' fight — or, in other 
words, had plied him up to that pitch of potation, 
when men are faid to fee double. — By which means 
it became a multiplying glafs — which nmft have in- 
creafed the number of her charms to fo agreeably 
furprifing a degree, as the lover appears to have been 
fo enraptured at. 

And what ferves, in my opinion, to render this 
t^ie more natural interpretation of the difficulty, is, 
that philofopliy has obferved, in proportion as men 
grow warm with wine, their penchant tow^ard tJ^c 
^a of multiplication grows iironger and ftronger. 



32. 2kd led a fort of a Zrig-zag life, gaining his 
points by indireft courfes, as a (hip makes her voj- 
age, by tacks, in an adverfe wind. 

33« **Variam ct mutabile femper foemina.** 

^^ ViRG. 

Thefe epithets are faid to be fyuonimpus.— -1 • 
think not. The firfl expreffion alludes to the tem. 
per, and the fccond regards the affeSions. 

34. A refledion on the fliortnefs and vanity of 
human life : • 

I never fee a man cock his hat, but I think of my 
poor father, who has been long dead \ and am apt to 
cry out, as becomes a philofopher— — ** What figni- 
** fies cocking one's hat ?" 

35. I nevtr knew but one perfon who interfered 
between man and wife, either with fafety or fuccefs. 
Upon a dome(lic/>ro and con once between the par- 
ties, that was rifing even to blows, a friend of mine, 
who happened to be by, hit*the hufband a llroke with 
his right hand, crying, f* Be quiet, you brute ;" and . 
ftruck the woman at the fame time with his left, fay* 
ing, *^Hold your tongue, you vixen.'* Then re- 
peating his moral admonitions and friendly buffets, 
with a ** Peace you monfter— Have done, you 

" termagant ■ ■ ■ Hands off, you ^coward Retire 

** you virago" a fit of ihame and laughing feized 

them both at the fame time, at fuch extraordinary 
and impartial an umpirifm ; they fhook hands imme- 
diately, and became good friends for the refl of their 
lives. , 
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36. Potts {hould turn philofophers in age, as Pope 
did. We are apt to grow chilly, when we fit out 
our fire. 
I 37* A certain perfon expreffed himfelf once very 
happily (in making an apology for his epicurifm) by 
faying, that ''he had unfortunately contraded an 
« ill hahit of living well." 

- 38. The more tickets you have in a lottery the 
worfe your chance. And it is the fame of virtues, in 
the lottery of life. 

39. ** 'Tot hominesy tot /ententia. ^^-.^Jt cannot then 
be deemed partiality or prejudice, to prefer one*s own 
opinion to that of others. — If you can pleafe but one 
perfon in the world, why fhould you not give the 
preference to yourfelf ? 

So much for the fport of fancy. But I fbould ra- 
ther give the preference to an6ther. It is impoffiblc 
for faith to conceive, without having lelt it, the fu- 
perior pleafure of loving another perfon better than 
©ne^s felf. 
/ 40. Attorneys are to lawyers, what apothecaries 
j are to phyficians only that they do not deal in 

4 1 • Writings of wit or genius, in the prefent times, 
is but lighting a candle to the blind. — ^ — It fuppHes 
them only with a glare, but affords them no view. 

42. The definition of the Godhead is, ** That his 
•* intelligence requires no reafoning.—— Neither pro- 
•* pofitions, prctnifcs, nor dedu&ions, are neccffary 
** to him. He is purtly intuitive. Sees equally what 
•* every thing is pollible to be. — All truths are but 
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^ one idea only. All fpace but a iingle point, and 
•* eternity itfelf but an inftant.'* 

This is a truly philofophic idea of tbe Godhead,, 
and i3 fuited to it alone, in one very peculiar fenfe 
-—that any being lefs than infinite,, would be render-* 
ed miferable by fuch endowments.. Reafbning, in* 
veftigation, progreffive knowledge, hopes, comple- 
tions, variety, fociety,. &.c. would be'at an end» 

The (ble- pleasures of fuch a being, if not God,, 
mud be thofe of a brute— <— reduced to fenfuality^ 
alone.— This muft have been the (late of your demi** 
gods, if ever there had been any fuch— your bull ■ 
and fwan Jupiters — ^your fwine wallawing Bacchus'a^ 
■ y our B-lt-m-e Pluto's, — %ic* 

43. A clever fellow.— The word clever fs axx 
adjund,. in which all the learned languages are de- 
ficient.— —There is no. exprefiion in any of them,, 
which conveys the comprehenfive idea of this epithets- 
May "We not from hence fuppofe,. that the charac-.- 

ter here intended, a^ well as the expreffion, is pecu- 
liar to thefe kingdoms ? — And, indeed^ it is in a lan<& 
of liberty only that a man can be completely clever. 

44. How fhocfcing to humanity^ to fee the piflurcr 

of religion befmeared with fuperftition, juftice bloods 
ed with cruelty,, and love ftained with lud ! 

4 j. A tree is to be judged by' its fruit,, not its* 
bloflbms. Quer e 

46. There was a book lately publilhed,- ftyl'ed,. 
Of the Future Lives- of Brutes," which gave great 
offence to your divines. I. cannot fee why. The 
only fault I found with it was, that it was but goox^ 
Ij written. 
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Is there only fuch a proportion of falvttioii in the 
gifc of Providence, that parfofis need be jealous of the 
participation? To fuppofe the inferior animals of 
the creation to be endowed with fouls, itauft prefup- 
pofe our own to be out of all difpute. 

There is certain! j a remarkable difference in the 
morals of all the domeftic animals, even of the fame 
fpecies. The beads of the defert we will fuppofe to 
be uniformly vitious. We will fuppofe alfo that 
thefe are to be the devils of brutes in the four-footed 
Tartarus. 

47. " O navis ! referent te,** Sec. 

The comparing a commonwealth to a (hip, is one 
of the jufteft alluiions in politics that can be imagin- 
ed.— ——But this fimile is more peculiarly adapted to 
Great Britain, than jto any other i^ate in the world ; 
as it has a double right to it, both as an idand, and 
the firil maritime power, both in naval ftrength and 
commerce. 

Whenever, therefore, I hear of our entering into 
a Continental war, I think I fee the brave tars drag- 
ging their fhips through the llreets of London, and 
begging their bread, like the Thames boat-men in 
the time ©f a froft ; or drawn up from the fea-coafts, 
through Flanders, to be ufed as fcaling-ladders, or 
battering-rams, againft the walls of Fontenoy, Ghent, 
or Bruges. 

48. I had a patron once, who ufed to publiih his 
kind intentions toward me to the world, and fo paid 
himfelf before hand, without waiting for a revcrfion 
from gratitude. 
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A generous mind may be compared to the Latin 
dative, which has no preceding article, and does not 
declare its cafe, till it comes to the termination. 

Is there not fnch a proverb as working for a 
" dead horfc ?" This was the cafe. As he had al- 
ready paid himfelf, the work went flowly on — and is 
not finifhed yet. 

49. I have fuch averfion to ill temper, that I could 
fooner forgive my wife adultery, than cruffnefs. 
cannot tafte Caf&o's kifs on her lips ^ but I can fee a 
lower on her brow. 

50. I have fo great a contempt and tleteftation for 
meannefs, that I could fooner make friend of one 
who had committed murder, than of a perfon who 
could be capable, In any inilance, of the former vice. 

Under meannefs, I comprehend diihoneily— -under 
Aflionedy, ingratitude-— under ingratitude irreligion 
—and under this latter, every fpecies of vice and im« 
morality in human nature. 

51.. There are many ways of inducing lleep 



The thinking of purling rills, or waving woods i 
Reckoning of numbers— —Droppings from a wet 
fponge, fixed over a brafs pan, &c.— — But temper* 
ance and exercife anfwer much better than any of 
thefe fuccedaneums. 

52. Live to learn, and learn to live.. .. Quaint* 

53. I have an higher opinion of the fenfe and vir« 

tue of women— —and ever had than men, or evea 

Women themfelves, generally have. 

54. Death is only terrible to us, as a change of 
ftate. > Let us then live fo, as .to make it only a 
continuation of it, by the uniform prafiice of chari^ 
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Iff benevolence and religion, which are to be the 
excrcifes of the next life— unlefs we are to be as 
idle and wortlilcfs there, as the gods of Lucretius. 

55. I would rather go barefoot, than to do adif- 
honeil thing. — Better to have one's feet dirty, than 
their hands.— Whofe ftyle is this ? 

56. Some peers of my acquaintance put me ia 
mind of a perfon I once knew, whofe name, names, 
or pomen multitudims^ was, Caefar Auguilus, Gufiavus 
Adolphus,* Mark Anthony, Timothy Keelin g 
dancing- mafter. 

j;7. It (hocks me to think how much mifchief al« 
mod every man may do, who will but refolve to do 
all he can. 

58. To frame a corps de referve of the uglieft and 
moil milhapen men, and a body of Amazons too, of 
the fame ilamp^ trained to war, to be fent upon the* 
fervice of the forlorn hope, would, raethinks, be a 
vafl improvement in tallies. 

Perfons under fuch defcriptions muft be more pro- 
digal of life than others — and would, befides. be a 
lefs lofs to the community. The Feri faciem won 
Pharfalia, becaufe poor Pompey*s troops happened, 
unfortunately, to have been handfome fellows.—*— 
But if his legions had been formed, or deformed, out 
of the above corps, Caefar might, perhaps, have had 
reafon to be forry that he had ever pafl*ed the Rubi* 
eon. 

There is alfo fomething terrifying in the uglinefs 

of an enemy. One is apt to expeft lefs humanity, 

mercy, or quarter, from fuch phyfiognomies. *' ^0- 
kt vitate affe£iusj milites perculfiy fays Tacitus*, Kill 
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»r be killed^ feexnSy in this cafe, the only word of 
aftion. 

From hence fuch perfons are ftyled frightfu l 
that isy apt to create fear in others. The King of 
Fraffia fecmed to have conceived fuch a philofophic 
notion as this, when he framed the. regiment of death 
IB the laft war. 

59. Oar doftors faj, that the dead (hall rife ai^aia 
with bodies.—— This notion ap|>ears to be an article 
of faith, agreeable rather to the dodlrine of a Mahow 
m^tan prieft, than a Ghriilian divine. 

It would be unphilofophic to fuppofe, that fiefh 
and blood ihall lofe their properties after refurre£lion 
—nor, indeed, to do. them juAice, is it pretended. 
■ And if fo, PU anfwer for it, that the Turkiih 
fcheme of Paradife will be the practice, though all 
the metaph jfics of a Ghriilian ihould be the faith. 

60. Phjficians ought never to drink — -Whenever 
any diflemper afieds themfelves, thej always call in 
foreign aid — thinking, very jullly, tha( the flighteft 
diforder might impair the judgment. And yet, me« 
thinks, a man may be able to preferve his fenfes 
much better, in the firft ftages of a fever, than after 
a bottle of wine. 

61 • The preachers abroad, ufe fo much gefture 
and adion in their delivery, that the congregation 
becomes an audience, the moment the text is given 
out— -for they imagine themfelves to be prefent at 
^fchylus^s theatre, where the fpeeches were alt- 
fpoken, with correfpondent gefliculation, from a 
pulpit. 

62.. We may imitate the Deity in all his attributesf 
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but mercy is the only one in which we can pretend 
to equal him. We cannot, indeed, give like God 

but furelj we may forgive like him.^— -This is 

the fljle in which South and Tajlor quibble your 
fouls to heaven. 

6^. The diderent judgments we are apt to framo 
upon the deaf and blind, with regard to their refpec- 
tive misfortunes, is owing to our feeing the blind ge- 
nerally in his beft fituation, and the deaf in his 
word namely, in company. The deaf is certain- 

I ly the happier of the two, when they are each alone. • 

64. An epicure defires but one difli ; a gluttoa 
would have two. ^ 

6^. An atheift is more reclaimable than a papift 
»— as ignorance is fooner cured than fuperftition. 

66* A fober man, when drunk, has the fame 
kind of ftupidity about him, that a drunken man has 
when he is fober. 

67. The chafte anind, like a polifhcd plane, may 
admit foul thoughts, without receiving their tindure. 

68. Shakfpeare may be ftyled the oracle of nature. 
—He fpcaks fcience without learning, 'and writes the 
language of the prcfent times. 

69. It is a great error in the political conflitution 
of England, that the peerage is not limited.— The 
body itfelf would derive. greater honour, refped and 
confequence, from fuch a reftridion. At prefent, 
lords are as plenty in thcfe, kingdoms, as German 
counts and French marquifles abroad; or as the Poliih 
nobility, who are reported to be about two hundred 

thoufsLTtd Jirong ^read tbron g -m ■ a nd as little di- 

ilinguifhed from the commonalty. 
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But this IS not the particular that I moft refeot.-— 
I rpeak not as a lord, but as a commonwealth- man. 
The incrcafe of the peerage muft foon defiroy 
the great bulwark of the ilate, by overbalancing the 
weight of the commons. Men of the largeft fortunes 
obtain titles, and leave none but naiddling ones in 
the lower houfe. This reduces their importance and 
dignity. 

And thofe who fucceed thefe peers in parliament, 
are generally their brothers, their fons, or other de- 
pendents'—This increafes • the influence and fway of 

the upper houfe. So that the rule of omf:e majus^ 

may poiRbly, foon be as true in politics, as it is in 
philofophy. 

The conftituents' are a reftraint on their reprefen- 
tatives, once, at leaft, in feven years.-— Too feldom ! 
And if the crown fhould refufe its aflent to whole* 
fome laws, the commons can, in turn, withhold its 
revenues. 

But the lords are independent of controul. They 
may prevenr the paiUng of any bill they pleafe, and 
the community has no manner of redrefs againft 
them. The king cannot unlord, nor the people un« 
choofe them* 

In anceint ftates, perfons were honoured with a 
crown, for faving a nation. Coronets were not then 
conferred, for deftroying one. Nor arc they now. 
I allude only to the twelve peers. 

70. A certain perfon had once done me a fignal 
piece of fervice, but had afterwards behaved himfclf 
very unworthily toward me. An occafion foon oc- 
curred, which put it into mj power to requite his 
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ill offices ; and I was urged to take advantage of it, 
by a friend of mine, — or rather, an enemy of his. 

I objefted, That this man had formerly obliged 
and fcrved me. True, he replied ; but furely his 
ill behaviour fince that time, has fufficiently cancel- 
led both the fervice and the obligation. 

By no means. Merchants accounts are never to 
be admitted into the hi^^her and more liberal com- 
merce of friendfliip. A perfon who has once. oblig- 
ed, has put out of his power ever after to difobligc 
us. The fcriptute has inculcated a precept, to for- 
give our enemies. How much ftronger, then, muft 
the text imply the forgivcnefs of our friends ? 

The difobligation, therefore, being thus cancelled 
by religion, leaves the obligation without abatement, 
in moral. A kindnefs can never be cancelled—— 
not even by repaying it. 

71. The advantages of academical learning, as far 
as it relates to the ftudy of languages, is only this— 
that the time and labour required to underftand aa 
author in the original, fixes the matter and reafon- 
ing ftronger in our minds, than a curfory reading 
in their own language can be fuppofed to do. By 
which means, knowledge may be faid to be inculcat- 
ed into us. 

Convcrfation, too, has the fame efFefl. We re- 
member the perfon, his figure, hig very drefs, the 
circumftances of time, place, &c. which all concur 
to fix the ideas in our minds. This would be a 
ihorter and pleafanter method of inftruftion ; and 
why not pradife it ? 

If the chief, which ought in this cafe to be the 
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end of learnings be to teach us knowledge, fcience, 
virtue, how are the dead languages neceflarj to 
acquirement ? An longa vita brevisp is an old 
plaint. But the general method of education* 
:h the fnperftition of our European univerfitie s 
s us flill encumbered with, increafes this evil, 
bejood the natural (late of it, bj, in effed, length* 
I arty and Ihortening life. 

I. What perfons are by (tarts, they are by na- 
You fee them, at fuch times, off their guard. 
it may reftrain vice, and vitrue may be obfcured . 

af&on ^but intervals beft difcovef the man* / 

le mud live intimately with people, to know 
i and it is not much for the honour of human 
re, to fay, that friendfhip fubfills longer than 
— -becaufe the intercourfe is not fo frequent. 
;. That vitue is its own reward, may be under* 
, not only in a moral, but an orthodox fenfe of 
i^ords alfo. For, according to~ our divines, that 
^eds from a mere natural good difpofition, or a 
d to ethic beauty only, is fo far from having 
nerit with God, that it is made a doubt, by theV 
;enth article of our faith, whether it does not Vf^ 
ike of the nature of fin.r / 

that mere fimple virtue, according* to this opi- 
mud take up with its concomitant pleafure for 
ward- ■ as no aftion, which does not fpring 
ly from a religious principle, and is not di£lated 
r by our love or obedience to God — and does 
ireft itfelf, either aflually or virtually, imme« 
y or ultimately, to his glory, can be, in the 
iegree, entitled to the prompts o£ xikft ^'A^^u ^^^ 
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And thofe iniferable iinncrsy Socrates, Flato, Se« 
ncc3, £pidetu6y Titus, and Marcus Aurelius, whik -'t 
they ignorantlj meant to have heaped benefits upon ^fi 
mankind, were, it feems, according to the fami 
thirteenth article, but heaping coals of fire upon 
their own haeds. 

So that, were a biikop now-a-dajs, to take the 
trouble of converting one of fuch fellows as thefe, 
he ought to begin by ftripping him ftark nakeH of 
all charitj^ benevolence and virtue ; and after be 
had be«n left for fome time to cool in that iituatioa 
then put him to fchool, to fome clerk of a pa- 
riil»» to be taught them all over again anew. 

I hope that the right reverend fathers of the 
church will now think me fufficientlj ortbodoZi ia 
this parage, to entitle me to a deanry at lead. 

74. Socrates, in the Phaedon, makes a great dif- 
ftrente between virtue and habit, with regard to the 
allotments hereafter. He fays, That a perfon who 
behaves well, from a moral principle, iball be entit- ' 
led to an infinitely higher reward, than one who fills < 
up the fame meafure of duty, merely from ufe or 
oxercife. 

This is a fine refleftlon in a Pagan. The Chrif- 
txan divines carry their diftinflion much farther, by 
. givincf the fame advantage to religion over morals, 
that'Socrates dots to morals over habit. 

75. When the different fpccies of animals arc not 
diftinguifliable throughout, as, the afs, the mulc^ 
from the horfe the monkey, the baboon, from 
the man they art a^t to {hock and difguft our 
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The different fexes too^ in human nature, fhould 
be as ftronglj marked as poflibley for the fame rea« 
fon. An eff*eminate man, or a mafculine woman, 
mre ftill more offenfive than the former inftances— 
becaufe thej hurt a moral too. Hie mulier, and bac 
vir, are unnatural concords. 

76. I take the errors and abfurdities of the Roman 
catholic tenets and -doftrines to have arifen merely 
from this— -That as foon as the Chriftian religion 
came to make its way in the world, to be eftabliihed 
in governments, and endowed with lands, benefices, 
jurifdiAions, and other temporal emolaments, certain 
deifts, or moral heathens, began to attack the church, 
as a mere political inflitution, framed to overturn 

ftates and kingdoms urging, that there appeared 

to have been no fort of neceffity for a revelation, which 
bad advanced nothing new, or unknown to mankind 
before, from the pure light of nature and philofophy. 

Thus, then, the bed evidence of its divine origin 

■ its being but a more rational, compad, and re- 
fined fyftem of ethics, introduced with humility, re- 
commended with meeknefs, and pradlifed with mor« 
tification and felf-denial— — ^neither enforced with 
worldly power, nor fubverfive of any laws, natural, 
moral, or political — was pleaded againft it. 

Upon which the icouncils of priefts, in thofe days, 
alarmed for their temporal eilates, power, and do- 
minion, began to convene themfelves together, in the 
devil's name, and put every text of fcripture on the 
rack, to confefs articles of faith and pra61ice, of fuch 
extraordinary natures as the light of reafon could 
never have diftated, and which were direflly con- 
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trarj to whatever its logic could ever have fubmittel 
to — fuch as, infallibility, tranfubftantiation, fupei^ 
rogation, abfolution, indulgence, diflblving of allegi« 
ance, temporal jurifdidion, inquifition, corporal pe« 
nances, and propagating the gofpel of peace and 
mercj by the arguments of fire and fword% The io* 
fidels were nonfuited upon this. 
I 77* Algebra is the metaphyfics of arithmetic. 

78. The ftumbling-block of the Jews, was their 
miflaking the fecond coming of the MeiBah in gloijf 
for his firft appearance in obfcurity. They had coiu 
ceived fuch a vain notion of their deliverer,',that they 
fcorned to fubmit their faith to a private perfoDi 
when they expeAed an earthly king. ' 

They may, perhaps, plead fome excufe for this 
miftake at fir 11— but they appear really to have been 
a perverfe and ftifi-necked generation of infidels, who 
did not fubmit themfelves to the church of Rome, 
when the Popes had eflabliflied their temporal king« 
dom, their abfolute dominion over all the powers of 
Europe, and fhowed them, according to their own 
opinions, the triumphant Hate of Chrifl upon earth. 

79* A fupplement to Bacon's Mythology of the 
Ancients 

Perhaps the fable of Jupiter's fupplanting his fa- 
ther Saturn, the firll of all the gods, might have 
arifen from a corruption of the tradition handed 
down from Adam, that the Son of God was the 
Creator of the world, and all animated beings therein 
which, in the dark ags of ignorance in divine 
myfteries, might have been interpreted as a fuper* 
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feding of God the Father's power, and ufurplng the 

heavens. 

80. Another. 

• Perhaps the ftorj of Prometheus creating man, 
bringing fire from heaven to animate him ■ h is at« 
tempting the chaOitj of Pallas, and being condemned 
to fevere pains, in confequence of thefe ads— might 
have alluded to the Logos regenerating human nature, 
in forming it with the H0J7 Spirit, its entering into 
the Virgin's womb, and fufiering the paOion, for the 
redeniption of the world* 

81. Another. 

I wonder much, that thofe myftic divines who are 
fond of deducing types of Chriftianitj, out of the 
Pagan mythology, have never made an alluiion, 
from Cerberus, with his three heads, to the Pope and 
his triple crown. 

The firft guarded the entrance into the Elyfian 
fields, and the latter aiTumes the keys of St. Peter— 
the power of abfolution, excommunication, &c. 

82. Another. 

In the heathen .mythology, reported by Avienus 
in his Celeftial Hiftory, Jupiter is faid to have placed 
Hercules next to himfelf in the heavens, with his heel 
bruifiug the great ferpent's head, that had kept pof« 
fefiion of the garden Apply this. 

83. Learning is the didionary, hut fenfe the gram- 
mar of Science. 

84. Art and Science are words frequently made 
mfe of, but the precifion of which is fo rarely under- 
flood, that they are often midaken for one another. 

I don't like any of the definitions of the fchools* 
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I met vith a diflindion, fomewhere, once,' oomparing 
fcience to wit^ and art to humour ; but it has more 
of fancy than philofophj in it* It ferves to give us, 
however, fome idea of the difference between tbenii 
though no idea of eithe]> 

I think that fcieoce may be fiyled the knowledge 

of univerfals^ or abftraSt wifdom ; and art is fcience 

reduced to pradice— -or fcience is reafbn^ and art the 

mechanifm of it«— and may be called pradical fdence. 

1 Science, in fine, is the theorem, and art the problem. 

I am aware that this objedion will be made**«« 
that poetry is deemed an art, and yet it is not me- 
chanical. But I deny it to be an art — neither is it 
a fcience. Arts and fciences may be taught — poetiy 
cannot. But poetry is infpiration— it was breathed 
into the foul, when it firft quickened, and ihoulii 
neither be ftyled art or fcience, but genius. 

85. He who defires more than will fupply the 
competencies of life, except for the fole purpofes of 
charity, refpe£ls others more than himfeif. For he 

pays an expenfive compliment to the world as all 

beyond the firft requifites is expended merely to at* 
traft the admiration, or provoke the envy of his 
neighbours. 

86. Sir Thomas More, and other remarkable per- 
fons, have been cenfured for behaving too lightly at 
the point of death. But perhaps there is a certain 
heavinefs of heart, that may occafion a lightnefs of 
head, and give people the appearance of a bravery 
which they do not feel— like that kind of temerity 
with which coviaids 2ite fometimes infpircd by dc« 

ipair. 
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As this maj be the cafe, a negle£tof a proper gra- 
vity and decorum, upon fo ferious and interefting aa 
occafion, fhouFd no more be imputed to them as a 
fault, than the deliriums of a fever. 

I fpeak not here againft Chridian refignation, or 
philofophic compofure upon fuch a criiis. 

87. I agree with Erafmus, on the fubje£} of the 
Trinity— Sla^iJ eft credere. And therefore fhall nev^er 
perplex mjfelf, either with philofophizing or theolo- 
gizing about the matter* 

88. Pofitivenefs is a mod abfurd foible. If you are 
in the right, it leffens your triumph ; if ia the wrong 
it adds fliame to your defeat* 

89. A Angular perfon may be compared to a nion« 
fter—— more admired at than efteemed* 

90. Defire in youth is a paffion— in age a vice 

——While it folicits us, it is pardonable ^but 

when we pimp for it O fhameful ! 

91. Friends may be compared to wine-— the new 

more pure, and every drop is potable :' the old 

more rich ^but there are apt to fubfide fome dregs 

of age. Quere ? 

92. Writings may be compared to wine. Senfe 
is the ftrength but wit the flavour. No Quere. 

93. St. Evremond is the bell modern ancient I 
ever read. 

94. Probably Providence has implanted peeviQi- 
nefs and ill temper in lick and old perfons, in com- 
paffion to the friends or relations who are to furvive ; 
as it muft naturally leffen the concern they might 
other wife feel for their lofs. 

95. I prefer the Greek epigram to the Latin one. 
VqL Fill. F 
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The firft confills in a natural^ but not obvious 
thought, cxpreffed with ftrength and delicacy. The 
latter has too much point and conceit in it : it has not 
the true fimplicity of ancient wit. 

Catullus wrote in the fpirit of the former — Mar- 
tial in the ghofl of the latter. Almoft all the mo- 
derns have generally imitated the Roman poet, be- 
caufe it is the eafieft manner of writing— rcquir- ■ 
inglefs wit or genius. But the former ftyle muft 
be original, and is incapable of imitation ; or xnuS 
fuffer the cenfure of Horace 



-Fruftraquc laborat, 



Aufus idem.- 
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96. Shaftefbury would impofe ridicule on us, as ft 1 
tell of truth. He is, T think, in general but a flight j 
writer. His arguments are weak, fuperficial, and 
inconclufive. He was, therefore, under the ncccf- 
fity of calling in the auxiliary of wit to his aid, but 
failed more remarkably in this refource too— —-for I 
think that he reafons even better than he jefts. 

97. Let your pleafures be of choice, not of courfe. 

98. Marriage may be compared to the monfter 
Lindamira-Indamoro, in Scriblerus — different minds 
united only by the body. But love refemWes an 
hermaphrodite, where different fexes are informed 
with but one foul. 

I ranfacked all nature to find out more feemlj al- 

lufions to illuftrate my pofition ^but was obliged 

to take up with thefe, out of nature, after all. . 

99. I thought that to forgive our enemies, had 
been the higheft effort of the heathen ethic-^r-^ut 
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lat the returning good for evil, was an Improve- 
lent of the Chriftian moralitv. 

But I had the mortification to meet with that in. 
;rloper Socrates, in Plato, enforcing the divine pre- 
ept'of loving our enemies. Perhaps for this reafon, 
mong others, he was ftyled by Erafmus, '' a Chrif- 
• tian before Chriftianity." 

loo. There ihould always be a claufe of divorce 
a the marriage covenant of princes, in cafe of bar« 
ennefs, in order to prevent greater evils. For as 
x>ifon has often been made a political nfe of upon 
'uch occafions, it might poffibly be fome temptation 
:o her Majefty to prefcribe to herfelf a dofe of adul- 
tery, quantum fufficit^ in hope of removing obfhuc* 
ions. For a queen may have reafoa to cry out with 
Rachel, ** Give me children, or I die." 

This expedient may, perhaps, be a natural rea- 
fon for fo many kings in hiftory, having degenerat- 
ed from the fpirit and virtue of their imputed an- 
ceftry. 

loi* The Englifli conftitution of ftate is compof- 
ed out of all the ancient politic s monarchy, a- 
riftocracy, democracy, and oligarchy ■ the king, 
nobles, commons, and privy council. 

Thefe • feveral bodies temper and correft each 
other, like the four ingredients of punch. where, 
according to the good old catch. 

The iharp melti the fweet, and the mild foothei the (Irong. 

The firft is the fugar, the fecond the water, the 
third the fpirit, and the fourth the acid* 
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102. There is a maxim, that " It is better ten 
•' guilty (hould efcape, than one innocent fuffer.*' 

This I denj. Humanity, not policy, fpeaks this 
language. The impunity of even one villain is capa- 
ble of doing more injury to fociety, than the lofs of 
even more than one honeft man. 

The laws of war, thougli fevere, are, however, 
founded in apolitical juft ice. If the enemy has got 
pofl(?fnon of an outwork, no fcruple is made of blow- 
ing up the rampart, though part of our own foldiery 
flbould be on duty there. 

I feel myfelf fliocked on the clofe of this para- 
graph. This is the firft time of my life that ever I 
fufl '*ed my philofophy to plead againft my humani- 
ty. Sedfiat jufiitioy for juftice is humanity. 

103. A man's fortune fhouM be his rule for fpa* 
ring but not for fpending. Extravagance my be fup- 
ported, but not juftified, by aflBuence. 

104. A gallows, like the forbidden tree, gives at 
once both death and knowledge. 

105. That truth is hid in a well, and that there 
is truth in wine, have both the fame import — im- 
plying, that none but fober perfons fhould be intrud- 
ed with a fecret. 

/ 106. However arch I may be faid to be in my 

I hints, or free in my allufions, I never remember to 

I ] have made ufe of any one loofe or obfcene expreffion 

/ in n^ay life, and have always difcountenanced it in 

(^others. ^ Ur^A-^-tH^l 

r I have ever held the myfteries of the lona dea fa- 

'f^ j cred and have fo much of the Pagan in me, ai 

i to regard love as a Adt^ ^v^Uich leads me to con« 



as 
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Gder groCs langnage to be a fort of heathen blaC- 
phemy. 

107. D.ite oholum Belifario. I would not hive giv- 
en him a farthing. He defer\'ed not to eat the bread 
he begged — ^becaufe he begged it. • Was Bclizarius 
a Chrillian ? 

108. Lucretius ftjles the intelled, Jpirifus u/t^ucn^ 
tijiiavi- ; and fomi other poet f or my memory 
is bad— calls it JIos Bflccbi. I fay, that fpare diet, 
and clear fkies^ are Apollo and the Mufes. 

109. A criticifm, after the manner of Bentlcy : 

Kil habet infccHx pauperta« durius in fe, 

QuMrn quod ridiculos homines facit. juvrnal. 

Methinka I never read a poorer L^itin fentencer 
than this. Habet is not the proper verb here — It be- 
tokeneth pofiefliony for which there happens to be 
no manner of application in this paflagc. EJi fliould 
have been the verb. changing the grammar* 

InfxHx Paupertas is a falfe metaphor, and can on- 
ly be fupported by certain figurative modes of fpeecb 
which critics— or rather commentators— have fram- 
ed upon the defers of ancient literature. Durius is 
an improper epithet here. It is expreffive of a fen- 
fible quality only. Pejor fliould have been the com- 
parative in this place. 

In/e Superfluous expletive ! This is one of 

the vices of metre. 

^uam quod ^Two adverbs, both monofyllables, 

and beginning witli a double alliteration alfo. Bild I 

Ridiculos homines, Thefe words ought not to K^vfi 
been joined Co ciofe together iu Ocve ^to^ W^x»Sk« 

F3. 
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It renders the fibillation of their terminations offen* 
five to the Euphonic ear. Befides, it is quite ridi- 
culous to applj that epithet, in this place— for pover- 
ty may perhaps render a perfon contemptible, but it 
muft be his owa fault if it fhould ever make him ri- 
diculous. 

Facit, This is but a poor make^fhift of a verb, 
and terminates the fentence weaklj, Reddit would 
have been fuller and more exprefSve. 

no. A critical differtation on j&«rj!>«;*tfa nix^ after 
the manner of commentators : 

Purpurea ntXf smd purpurea ^lores, are expreflions 
in the dailies. It hath puzzled the annotators to ac- 
count v;hj fnow or fwans flioul(^ afTume the epithet 
of purple— —and having no other way to folve the 
difficulty, refolved among therofelves, that the an- 
cients ufed to ftyle all bright colours quicqmd vaUt 
nit ens, purple. 

But might not there have been a breed of fwans 
among them of a real purple colour ? Or, might not 
this defcription have been taken from the cygnets, 
which are generally of a fulky colour, inclining to 
pu rpW, though non ijalde nitens, 

Eric Pontoppidan, Bifhop of Bergen— —not Ap- 
zoom — in his learned Befcripticn of Norway, fars 
that the North Sea is blue. ^ 

Id mare purpureum violcntior afflait amnis. Virc. 

That the ice there is of the fame colour, and was 

ftyled by the ancients, cerulea glacies — and that the 

\ ibow on the to^s of their mountains is alfo blueit, 
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and is therefore commonlj called bialrcn — that is, 
of a colour inclining to purple. 

I expe^ that the republic of letters will acknow- 
\tdg^ great obligations to me, for the ingenuity of 
the above criticifm ; as I do affirm it to be every 
way as learned and material as many volumes of 
commentations that, 1 am forry to fay, I have mod 
ftupidly and un profitably facrificed too much of my 
irretrievable and imputable time to. 

111. To have a refpedl for ourfelves, guides oar 
morals ; and to have a deference for others,, governs 
our manners. 

112. A regard to decency, and the common punc« 
tilios of life, has been often ferviccable in human fo- 
ciety. It has kept many a married couple unfepara« 
ted, and frequently preferves a neighbourly inter- 
courfe, where love and friendfliip both have bcea 
wanting. 

113. That ridiculous exprefSoD, in Lord Grim* 
Hbn's play, of " Love in a- hollow tree/' 

JLct's here rcpofe our wearied limbs, "'till wearied more they be* 

may be fupported by a paffage in Horace, " fatigOm 
turn fomni^'' — and by another in Tibullus, 

Ilia meq^fomno lalTua patefacit ocelloi. 

114. Of all knaves, your fools are the worfl — be 
caufe they rob you both of your time and temper. 

115. It is no^-the force of friend Qiip, but the pre- 
valence of vice, that makes the moderns fo often ex- 
ceed that admirable rule of the ancients, ujqiie ad 
araj — "carry not your fiietv^&A\T^s\iC'^^Qi\:i^"0w^';6S^ 
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116. A definition of what are generally ftyled 
bargains, is, the bujing a bad commodity that you 
doa*t want^ becaufe you can get it cheaper than a 
good one wBen you do. 

117. The ancient manner of commemorating their 
gods, heroes, and friends, was by libations, not po- 
tations. Would it^were the fame among the mo- 
derns. Wine is often better fpilt than drank. 

118. Lovers exprefs themfelves properly when 
th«y talk of an exchange of hearts. For this en- 
chanting paffion but commutes the charaders of the 
fexes, by giving fpirit to the nymph, and foftnefs to 
the fwain, mutually exchanging courage and timi- 
dity with each other. 

119. Drink never changes, but only (hows our 
natures. 

120. All young animals are merry, and all old 
ones grave. An old woman is the only ancient ani- 
mal that ever is frifky. 

121. A moral, in the ftyle of Seneca : 

It is better to do the idleft thing in the worldi 
tlian to fit idle for half an hour. 

12^. When a misfortune is impending, I cry, 
God forbid — bat when it falls upon me, I fay, God 
be praifed. 

123. Courage and modedy are the mofl unequi- 
vocal virtues becaufe they are fuch as hypocrify 

/•cannot imitate — and they have this property in cora- 
-vmon alfo, that they are both expreffed by the fame 
I colour. 

124. The ancients reprefented Saturn under the 
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charafter of Time, with wings on his (houlders, and 
fetters on his feet. 

This was to mark the fwiftnefs'bf it to fome, and 

its (lownefs to others— -accorcling to tl^ line^ .- ■•^ 

O vita ! (luito longa, fapienti brevis- 



125. " There will be twa women grinding at 
•* the mill — The one (hall be taken, and the other 
** left." — The miller's claim to half the corn for 
grifly from this text, is as good a plea as manjjof 
the pretences of the Church of Rome ate fupported 

126. The extravagant encomiums that have been 
handed down to us from the ancient critics, ofmanjr 
of thofe authors whofe works have been long {wal- 
lowed up in the gulf of time, and whofe names are 
commemorated only in their commentaries^ might 
make us lament the lofs of fo much wit, humour^ 
and fine writing, as is there pretended,, if the frag- 
ments of fome of them,^ whicii, by their being pre- 
fer ved, we may reafonably fuppofe to have been the 
choiceft parts, did not afford us an opportunity of 
judging a little for ourfelves. 

And upon fuch a critical review, I dare fay, that 
a candid reader will think thofe writings which have 
happily efcaped to us entire, or even naaime.d, are 
woi th the whole library of thofe that lie entombed 
with their authors. Vide Les Jugemem des Scavans, 
far M. Bailletf for five volumes of fuch fort of ftuffl 

127. One fliould read both ancient and modern 
critics with extreme diffidence, upon the fubjc<^s cF 
literature. The diiFerence, nay^ x\\^ cowU^v^\tv^^<^d 

. . F5 
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opinions, given by perfons of equal judgment, capa- 
city, and learning, upon the very fame work, muit 
lurprife us extrerftelj, if we were not to confide: 
critics to be j|n the fame fituatioa with lovers. Smit- 
ten with fome features, which another eye might 
pofiijly perceive no manner of beauty in, they are 
apt fondly to impute perfe6lion to the whole. 

So that, in one cafe, as well as the other, the old 
adage, de gujiibus norty may be affirmed And there- 
fore it is not the judgments or the fenfe of the com- 
mentators we hav€ any pretence to reprehend, but 
their tafle, their fympathy, their eniverments, only. 
Let us then always judge, tafte, or feel, for ourfelves, 
and not be mifled by great names. 

128. Among the many curious impertlnencies of 
the fchoob, there is none that appears, to me fo truly 
ridiculous, as the flrife about the authority of the 
works of the ancients. Is it tlie author, or the writ- 
tings we admire or criujcife ? But it is ftill the authors 
"we have before us, no matter for their names, when 
"we are commenting upon any work of genius. 
I do not care one farthing "whether Pifander's or 

Viroil's manufcript Macrobius affirms the firft 

— was the original of the fecond -/^neid — or Apo- 
lonius of Rhodes the author of the fourth — Whe- 
ther one Homer, of feven cities, framed the Iliad 
and the Odyffey entire, or only tacked a parcel of old 
ballads together, and fung them about the ftreets of 

I 2 3 4 5^ 

Smyrna, Rhodes, Colophon, Salamis, Chios, Argos, 

7 
or Athens, to the title of **Thc blind beggar mani 

''^^arland," 
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I do not pretend to fay that, we have Virgil or 
Homer before us, when we read thofe words im- 
puted to them. But we have certainly the writers 
of them— which is all we need contend for. And I 
really think that thofe fchoiajgy who afftfift a prc^ 
cliion in this very immaterial matter, are not a bit 
wifcr than a very pretty woman, who aikedme once, 
with the fweetefl fmile imaginable, " Who was the 
^* author of Shakr;ieare'3 plays?" 

1 29. Charles had a fort of philofophy, without 
reileftion, that reconciled him to every thing. A- 
mong the other particulars of his life, he was the 
moft contented cuckold too that ever I knew, and 
could throw his horns behind him like a ilag darting 
through a hedge. 

130. Scalliger flyles titillation a fixth fenfe.— And 
certainly there is as great a difference, between being 
tickled and fimple feeling, as between tade and touch. 

But then, the fame overfl rained philofophy might 
as well deem the fca to be a fifth element, becaufe 
it differs fo much from common water. For titilla- 
tion, like the briny wave, is but a ilronger or more 
pungent fenfation— one of the tafle, the other of the 
touch. 

131. Maria was fo full of grimace, that flie proflitut- 
cd every feature of her body, but one — and that cfcap- 
cd, only by her being not able to lie a moment ftill. 

132. In part of. Lord Kaimes's Elements of Cri- 
ticifm, he fays " that mufic improves the relifli of 
*♦ a banquet." That I deny — any more than paint- 
ing might do. They may both be additional p'ea- 
furcs, as converfatibn is — but are perfeftly diiliaa 

F6 
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notices ; and cannot, with the leaft proprietj^ be 
faid to mix or blend with the repaft, as none of them 
ferve to raife the flavour of the wine, the fauce, 
the meaty or help to quicken appetite. But mu- 
fie and painting both add a fpirit to devotion, and 
elevate the ardour *• 

^33' What a dread of death muft fome people 
have, who would rather be dying than dead ! 

X34. A toad fed on the vapours of a dungeon, is 
not fuch a wretch' as a man of fenfe, who has- had the 
misfortune to be heartilj in love with a weak or 
worthlefs woman. 

' Women are apt to be vain of fuch a conquefl ; but 
more, as the poet exprefles it, for the triumph thaa 
the prize. For otherwife, a fool they would count 
greater gain. They ignorantly flatter themfelvcs, 
that they have been capable of impofing on men of 
underftanding, when, in truth, it is they who have 

impofed on themfclves. Their pride will not 

fufFer them, to imagine they could ever fuftain a 
pafTion for a fool : fo, helping the fair idiot out with 
their own fenfe and underftanding, they often lend 
arms a^ainft themfelvcs, ere they are aware. 

135. Lovers are apt to hear through their eyes. 

But the fafeft way is to fee through their ears. 

— Who was it that faid, Speak, that I may fee you? 

136. A friend of mine was fo confcientious a 
wencher, that he always compounded with Vice, by 
taking an eld miftrefs. So that, though he made an 
harlot, he did not make a baftard. 

• Sec what Triglyph fays upon mufic at xncaH. — TriumvirtU, 
Chap. LXXIV. 



THE KoRAy. 133 

^ 137. Merit, accompanied with beaut j, is a jewel 
Tet to advantage. Quere ? 

138. Currat lex — a motto for a lawyer's coach. 
Fiat juftitia—'Si paragram for an hangman's cart. 

1 39. The moral law, without a fan£lion, is like the 
Englifli cod e ■> ' ■■ a perfe6l fyftem of conftitation, but 
wanting a fuilicient law to put the whole in force. 

140. When I fee Mrs and her hufband, I think of 

\ monkey fattened to a log, and playing antic tricks. 

141. Tom is a mere adjediive of fociety ; for he 
cannot fupport himfelf one moment alone— nor is 
he ever fo much as fpoken of fingly, but is tacked 
always to others, as Virgil introduces Tlierfilochus, 
with a cupulative at the end of a line : 



•Glaucumque, Medontaque, Therillochumqiie, 



Chloreaque, Sybariznquc, Darctaquc, Theriilochumque. 

142. Modern poets put too much water into the ink. 

143. Men are like plants Some delight in the 

fun, and others in the fhade. 

144. The many various and abfurd fyftems of re- 
ligion reported from the moft ancient hiftories of the 
feveral parts of the world, appear to amount almoft 
to a proof, that there muft have been fome part of 
revelation originally made to our firft parents 5 which, 
handed down to pofterity by oral tradition, or, at 
bcft, by types and hieroglyphics, received fuch alter- 
ations and corruptions, through the miflakes, the 
weaknefles, or finifler arts of man, as made it termi- 
nate in downright idolatry among tKe ignorant, and 
in atheifm with the learned ■ ■ to a certain pitch of 
error and prefumption. 
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For, had there not been anj revelation at all, thcit 
would either have been no fort of religion in tb6 
world, or a more rational one. For, in that cafe, it 
nuiO. have been deduced, by tracing eflPeSts up to their 
caufes, as far as the phjlofophy of the age in which 
this fhould have happened, n^ight havQ been able to 
have reached. And then — l^eus inter/it. - So that the 
natural philofopher, and the moral reafoner, both 
joined in one, mud have become athel.ft. 

But this, probably, could never have been the ori- 
gin of religion, for the following reafon That this 

philofophic refearch muft have happened in later 
times than thofe, in which hiftory informs us the 
many fantaftic modes of ancient worfhip had beeo 
profeffed among all the nations of the earth, even the 
nioft illiterate, ignorant, and barbarous, who never 
could have taken up the lead notion of religion from 
their own premifes or conclufions. 

145. There are two forts of moral writers. — The 
one reprefents human nature in an angelic light, and 
the other in a beaftly one. The firfl are gencrallj 
found among the ancients ; and the latter entirely 
among the moderns — chiefly the French. 

They are both wrong. One argues from the 

bed, and the other from the word, of our fpecies. 
Do6lor Young has a jud fentiment, in his Centaur, 
which reconciles thefe different writers — *^We can- 
*' not think too highly of our natures, nor too meanly 
** of ourfclves." 

146. A Montaigniana, 
Or a wandering thought, after the manner of Mci>» 

taigne \ 
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While a man is reading or thiaking abftraftedlj> 
he is a king for the time— as being quite free from 
any manner of refle£iion regarding his own ciicum- 
flances. Indeed, how feldom is it in the day that he 
feels the difference between himfclf and a king ? 

Monarchs are unhappier than their fubjedls. ^ ■ 
For ufe makes ftate familiar, and the fatigue grows 
every day more irkfome. — Has opulence and grandeur 
then no advantages ? None-— but the power of doing 
good. 

I have often been furprifed that fo little of this 
kind of manufafture is ever wrought by princes, 
when the very rarity of the work might ferve to ren- 
der their names famous to pofterity. 

And paid a tradefman once to make him ftarc* 

But away with all ambition, which only affefts our 
names, without affecting our natures. 

147. A moral, after the manner of Rochefoucalr, 
and others of that flamp of immortal writers, who, 
in all their philoflpphic refledions, endeavour to de- 
preciate human nature : 

As our bodies are compounded of different ele- 
ments, fo are our minds of various paffions.— And 
as the blending of the former creates the union of 
body, fo is all virtue produced by the balancing or 
commixing of the feveral affedions and propenfities 
of the foul. 

As our bodies are formed of clay, fo are even our 
virtues made up of meannefs or vice. And vain- 
glory to avarice, and it rifes to ambition. — Luft in- 
fpircs the lover, and felfifli wants the friend.— Pru- 
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dence is created by fear, and courage arifes from 
madnefs, or from pride. 

148. A refledtion on the deceits et decorum^ Id 
morals : 

A friend of mine diftrained a tenant's cattle for 
rent, then took them out of the pound, and put them 
on his own demefne to graze. The arr'ear was dif- 
charged in a day or two. The fleck was furreo- 
dered, but the tenant was charged for their grafs. 

There appears certainly to be nothing contrary ta 
law or moral, nor the leaft fort of oppreiSon or ex- 
tortion in this matter. It was equal to the tenant, 
whether he had paid for grazing to the landlord, or 
the pound-keeper. Then what can it be, that flrikes 
one fo ftrongly with the idea of a difference ? 

There muft furely be a want of decency in this 
aftion. — And though it may be, perhaps, too refined 
a fpeculation, to trace the fubtle connection between 
tliem, yet I think, the want of decency offends, by 
implying, in feme fort, a deficiency of moral. It cer- 
tainly does of that refined moral which Prior hints at: 

Bryond the fix*d and Icrtled rulct 
Of vice and virtue in the fchools, &c. 

If decorum be not the fubftance of virtue, it is at 
leafl one of its accidents. It is an adjedlive, which 
depends upon fome moral for its fubllantive, — It is 
the round, the full, the fair, of the great circle *. 
Or, it may be compared to the fine eflence of light, 
that muft have fome folid matter for its fubjedl, upon 
which it reflects all the beauty of colours. 

149. The mind is naturally adlive, and will employ 

• Sec Prior's laie ol Ptovo^ti^w ^11^ K.'^qIUu 
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itfelf ill, if you do not employ it well. Magicians 
tejl us, thatwhen they raife the devil, they tnuft find 
him work — and that he will as readily build a church 
as pull one down. 

150. It is in what the world reckon trifles that a 
good undel'ftanding fiiould oioft enaploy itfelf. 
Great occafions generally diredl their own operations, 
and but feldom occur — while every day's experience 
prefents you with finall cares fufficient to exerclfe 
your utnaofl prudence upon. Therefore, 

Think nought a trifle, tho' it fmall appear— 

Small fands the mountain ~-<*~n)omeatt make the year— ^-» 

And trif[e» life -*-» Your care to triflei give. 

Or jTOtt may die— before you learn to live. 

You NO. 

zji* I think that a perfon may as well be afleep 
-»for they can be only faid to dream— -who read any 
thing, but with a view of improving their morals, or 
regulating their conduft. 

1 52. Nothing in this life, after health and virtue, 
is more ef!imable than knowledge — nor is there any 
thing fo eafily attained, or io cheaply purchafcd 

the labour only fitting ftill, and the expence but time, 
tvhich, if. we do not fpend, we cannot fave. 

153. If time like money, could be laid by, while 
jne was not ufing it, there might be fome excufe 
for the idlenefs of half the world — but yet not a full 
inc. For even this would be fnch an economy, as 
:hc living on a principal fum, without making it pur- 
:hafe intereft. 

154. There are three ways of dealing with time 
— loiing it, fpending it, or putting it ouX. \.^ \xl«% 
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Ampliat atatis fpatium Jibi vir lonus-^bvceft mstt 
his, vita pojfe priortfrui. 

155. One of the fathers compares contemplatioB 
and adtion to Rachel and Leah. The firfl was fair- 
eft, but the latter more fruitful, 

I am afraid he was not quite orthodox, -by the wit 
of his fimile. 

156. To the many difficult conceits of the ancients,- 
for the cramp of wit — fuch as poems cut out into 
fhapes of hearts, altars, wings, \Sc. I would encum- 
ber literature with a fancy oiKij own invention— 
which, if it fhould once obtain — as, from the futili- 
ty of it, there can hardly be a doubt — may be ftyled, 
the double boutrime becaufe the laft word in 
every line is always made to chime to the firft, 
throughout the poem — which takes off from thecon- 
ftraint of couplets, and joins the ftrength cf blank 
verfe, and the fofcnefs of rhime, together in the fame 
line. 

Examples. 

Love is the pivot on which all things move. 
Death is no more than ftopping our laft breath. 

With ether refle6lIons of the fame kind, 

157. Jack had every merit of a fchooUboy — t^- 
cept his learning — and he 15 now too old to retrieve 
that article. 

158. Mifs R— married, -only becaufe llie iiai 
been furfeited with furnicalion, and longed to trj I'le 
variety of adultery a Utile. 

Simple meats become infipid to a vitiated talle— 
It rcGuircs mi:^cCi ^o.\i.c<^^ Xo 'r^^vcken ?ppciite. 
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159. James fuppiied the want of fpirit with the 
ufual fuccedaneum of fpitc. — ^antum fufficit , 

. 160. Ned had a little fpirit of gibe and humour 
fometimesy that ufed to render him entertainin^r 
enough on particular occafions — —but when that 
vein did not happen to ferve him, one might well 
fay, that Ned was a dull dog, without a joke. 

161. Mrs N ' was an infenfible libertine— and 
intrigued more through vice than paffion. 

161. Mr. G- ■■ ^s houfe is fo kennelled with dogs, 
that one might fancy he lived in a foref!, and had no 
other neighbours but bears. 

165. George has fo much impudence in him 
that, like the Scythian, he might be faid to be face 
all over* 

164. Kit was mafler of a kind of inverted wit, 
that confifted in a remarkable quicknefs of mifappre- 
henfion. He Would often pretend to miflake fome 
one word in a fentence, for any other of a fimilar 
found, and by commenting or running a parody on 
it, contrive to thtow the fpeaker into an embaraff- 
ment. 

165. A lie is a defperate cowardice. — It is to fear 
man, and brave God. . 

166. I never drink 1 cannot do it, on equal 

terms with others-— It cofls them only one day— 
but me three — ^the firft in finning, the fecond in fuf- 
ferii^g, and the third in repenting. 

167. Sight is by much the nobleft of the fenfes. 
We receive our notices from the other four, through 
the organs of fenfation only. We hear, we feel, we 
fmell, we tafte, by touch. But fight rif-^s infinitely 
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higher. — It is refined above matter, and equals the 
faculty of fpirit. 

168. To put ourfelves in other perfdns places, 
would obviate a great deal of the jealoufies and re- 
fentments we are too frequently fenfible of toward 
them 5 and to put others into ours would confiderably 
abate the pride and haughtinefs of ourfelves, 

169. Freethinkers are generally thofe who never 
think at all. 

1.70, Sir Ifaac Newton ufed to fay, that it was 
mere labour and patient thinking, which had cnabkd 
him to inve/ligpt<* the great laws of nature.— -H:ar 
this, ye blockheads, and go ftudy. 

And becnufe I know how much a good example is 
apt to influencei I will begin a courfe myfelf as fooo 
ts I have wrote 

FINIS 

ESSAIARUM 

8ENT1MENT0RUM, 

CHARACTERIUM, 

ATQJJE 
CALLIMACHORUM. 
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BY TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO, M.N A. 
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PREFACE. 



jG'RCGORiA LCcTi wrote as many books as he was 
jrears old. Homer divided the Iliad and the Od jiTej 
into as many books as there are letters in the Greek 
alphabet. Herodotus numbered his books after the 
Mufes. And if ever Wilkes fliould commence an 
author^ he will never flop, probably, till he has pub- 
liihed volumes. forty-five. 

From all which premifes, I think it muft appear 
pretty plain to the intelligent reader, that Triajun^ia 
in Uno ought to divide his work into three parts, in 
allufion to his name-— whicl^, .you fe^, I have accords 
ingly done. 

And, for this reafon, I make not the leaft manner 
of fcruple to prefer myfelf before all and every of the 
above named authors— not only on account of my 
work being fo much fborter than any of theirs, but 
principally in compliment to the number three^ which 
you know — or ought to know— to be the completed 
fum in arithmetic. 

To odd numbers, in general, the ancients attributed 

certain charms or powers ^but three (lands the 

foremoft of them all ■ a s it is the firfl that is ca* 
ps^ble of the aA or potency of multiplication. 

Jf you would be more deepjy learned u^c^a tk\s 
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fubjcft, confult my effay on this fame number- 
though I am not quite fure whether I {hall afibiti 
you an opportunity of doing fo, in the courfe of this 
work, or no T hat will depend entirely upon my 
having, or not having, fufficient notes to finilh this 
volume without it* 

Three was the number of the Graces, the Furies, 
the Fates, the Syrens, the Gorgons, and the Graess 
— thofe infernal hags, who had but one eye and one 
tooth among them, which they ufed to borrow, by 
turns, as they were to fee company, or chew their 
cud. 

When I fpeak of the Syrens, I only mean the three 
of them that are now alive — ^namely, Aglaop, Rf- 
moe, and Thelxiop — There had been a fourth among 
them originally — the dear Parthenope— my favourite, 
of them all — They were the daughters of Melpomene.- 
She got them merely to divert her melancholj-* 
by whom, I really have forgot. 

They had been, all four, maids of honour to the 
princefs Europa, when the divine bull carried her 
ofF.—— The chafte, the tender Parthenope, was fo 
(hocked at the rape, that fhe took grief and died. 
Her miflrefs had, happily a ftronger conftitution. 
—Or, poffibly, a rape may fometimes offend thofe 
who are not raviihed, more than thofe that are. 

Geryon had three bodies, Cerberus heads enongb 
for them all ; and Solomon as many options. There 

were three Triumvirates Csefar, Pompey, and 

Ciaffus Auguftus, Antony, and Lepidus -and 

Andrews, Beville, and Carewe — This laft is formed 
by one Triglyph too. 
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ApoUo had his tripod, and Neptune his trident. 
One, two, three, and awaj, was the note for ftart'- 
ing at the Olympic races. And the ancients ufed to 
call thrice upon every corpfe, to know if it could 
fiart any objedion to its being interred. 

Which naturally leads me to Hades, or Ades, the 
61d*fafhioned region of diftribution, according to our 
good or bad deeds. It confiiled of three provinces 

—Erebus, Tartarus, and Elyfium Heaven, Hell, 

and purgatory. It had its three judges too— Minos, 
^acus, and Rhadamanthus.-— 'Its three rivers alfo-— 
Phlegethon, Cocytus, and Acheron. — With many 
other triads, too pumerous and inconfiderable to 
mention. 

In the midfl of the above enumerations tripartite, 

it occurred to me, to mention the popes triple crown 

among the reft. But I fuppofed that this emblem 

h ad its allufion — and I was refolved to rcftri^ my, 

felf entirely to fable. 

With regard to the following coUeSion, I think I 
need not trouble you with any manner of preface 
about it ; fof the very title of it fufficiently explains 
the nature of the defign . I thought that a compila« 
tlon of this kind, might be not only an entertain- 
ment to the public, but alfo, in fome inflances, im« 
proving. 

Adieu,— 

That ye may thrice happy be, prays your thrice 
obliged, and thrice humble fervant, 

TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO. 

To/. VII L G 
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MEMORABILIA. 

Zoroaster, fays PHny, was reported to have ' 
laughed on th^day of his birth. Sir-Thomas More 
laughed in the hour of death— —rWhich was the moft 
extraordmary ? 

2. Publius Synis fays,, that a woman knows no 
medium between loving and hating. 

3 . There were famous women of all the philofophic 
fefls- "but infinitely a greater number are recorded 
of the Pythagorean fchool — ^th^ugh it enjoined filence, 
and the keeping of fecrets. 

4. John Weaver, in his Hiftory of Ancient Monu- 
ments, pnblifiied in the year 1630, quotes the follaw« 
ing prophecy from an holy anchorite in King Elthred's 
time : 

** Englyflimcn, for as much as they ufe to drorikc- 
** lewnes, to treafon, and to rechlefnes of Goddes 
'< hous, firft by Danes, and then by Normans, and 
^ atte thirde time by Scottes, they fliall be overcome." 

5. Monfieur Sainftyon, in his life of Tamerlane, 
fays, that in a certain Perfian na.Uon,ol\^^^xoNvw!c.^ 
of Chouvatfam, the people are a\V\>oxi\^VO^ ^xEkS&R< 

Gz 
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Toice ; and that the children's moan or cry in the 
cradle is perfedly melodious. 

This muft be owing for I would always rather 

account for, than difpute a thin g i. t o the peculiar 
lituatioB of the country, which maypof&bly have the 
effefl: of modulating the air. In hilly countries, the 
elaftic fpring of that element communicates a certain 
fliKillnefs, or fliarp accent, to whatever found it rever- 
berates. In Wales, the dogs bark with an ear-piercing 
tone — and perhaps with a brogue, as Mrs. Digherty 
fays, in Ireland. 

, 6. The laft words that Nero uttered, after be had 
done but juftice on himfelf, were— ^O what an ex- 
cellent harper dies thi6 day ! 

7. My taylor in London ufed to let his pipe flow 
all day, by way of lulling himfelf with the found of 
a water-falL 

8. That dukes would be minifters of ftate ! and 
that coblers fliould keep holidays ! 

9. In the Rabbinical account of the Jewifli trials 
and punifhments for adultery, there is one very cu- 
rious*particular : 

They gave the woman a potion, compofed by the 
pricft, called aqua zelotypice^ or the water of jealoufy. 
If flie had been gulity, it poifoned her forthwith 
without ^benefit of clergy. But if innocent, it 

increafed her health and fruitfulnefs ^What fine 

juggling there muft have been here ! 

And if the hufband happened to have been guilty 
in the fame way hhnfelf, the draught had no ill eflfeft 
on the woman, iVvo\x^^t\va.^\i^^'^^N^t Co culpable. 
Natural juftice, xJo^s. 
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10. The Spanifli inns make a charge for noife al- 
ways in their bills, whether you make any or no. 

11. The Bifliop of Beuvais, who fucceedcd Car- 
dinal Richleu, as premier in France, propofed to the 
Dutch, that they (hould all turn Papifts, or be turned 
out of the alliance with the grand monarch. 

12. Louis the Fourteenth, though a king, rewarded 
merit, and encouraged literature. 

13. The two laft letters in Shibboleth, would be 
as good a teft of an Irifhman, as the two firil were 
of the Ephraimites. 

14. The Athenians always caft their children into 
the fea, that happened -to be born with any manner 
of defed or deformity.— I prefer my own fcheme 
in the Callimachies to this. See No 58. 

15. Inter fe is an idiom Xfi the Latin, which figni. 
fies, from each other ; though both the grammar and 
diftionary of that language would render it, among 
<i&ff«/^/y^j—— which is the very reverfe, 

1 6. To grammarians, linguifls, nurfes, and philo- 
fophers, greeting : 

Wiat can be the reafon, that all the little children 
of Great Britain and Ireland univerfally fay Me, for 
I? — Me love you — Me is fleepy — Me is hungry, &c« 

This cannot be imitation— For the mod illiterate 
darent, nurfe, or fervant, always fay I. 

17. The ancients have depiSed Cupid and Sora- 
nus fo alike, that they are not to be diftinguiftied, 
but by their emblems. 

Surely they could not mean by this equivocation^ 
that love was but a dream, which vaniflies into air, 
as foon as we awaken to our fenfes* - 
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18. The devil is Milton's hero. Ovid fecias U 
have been as partial as the old giants. 

19. Spence in his Poljnaetis, fays, very gravclj, 
that the giacts were not fo eafily conquered as might 
have been expeAed. 

And again, that fome poets had^defcribed that af- 
fair, as attended with more difficulty than they ought. 

20. Spence fays alfo, that Statius defcribes Minos 
and iEacus fitting in judgment, to affift Pluto— 
and adds, but it muft have been only occalionally. 

ai. Adad was the greateft of the Aflyrian gods.-— 
Is this what we .mean, when we fwear. adad ? 

22. Lord Karnes, in his Elements of Criticifm^ 
hints, that brutes might become rational, if the ufe of 
fpeech was communicated to them. — ^Pray are Parrots 
or Magpies rational ? Women are, we know but 
would they be lefs fo, if they fpoke lefe ? 

23. Androcles was the name of the perfon who 
led the tame lion about the ilreets of Rome. See 
the ilory of it in Aulus Gellius ? and believe it, if 
you can. 

24. The exprefiion in Shakfpear, of fack and fu* 
gar, is not fo abfurd as it founds.— Put fugar to fack, 
and it gives it a.briik, lively flavour, that cures it of 
that heavy, lufcious tafle, which it has in its own 
nature. 

25. Sir Ifaac Newton was miftaken in his philofo- 
phy of vegetables being nouriflied by moifture. It is 
only the velncle. The pahdum or incrementum^ ii 
received from the earth. 

I am forry that this pojlulatum is not true. It 

would have delltoy^i t\v^ ^"S&wlvycw <;i^ vJc^^ atheifls^ 
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tfiat this world was from all eternity. Had plants 
taken their augment from moiflure, and then perifli-' 
ed into earthy there could not have fubfifted fuch arf 
element as water now in nature. Therefore, the 
Mofaic hiflory of the world's having been made itt 
time, muft have been true. 

It might alfo have fuggefted a philofophical proof 
of this 'world's being finally to be deftroyed by fire, 
—i — ^For heaf'wrll incrcafe/ in 'proportion to the de* 
create of moiflure. * 

26. A certain Venetian, a perfoii of polite learning- 
and fine tafte, was fo ftruck with the refined differ-" 
rnce between Catullus and Martbl, in their epi-^ 
grams, that he ufed to perform an annual ceremony' 
in his library^ on each returning day of CatuUusV 
mbrtuily, in which he facrifieed a volume of Mar- 
tial's works to the man^s of ftis favourite author. 

27. It has been remarked, that men are* often mofl 
ftfongly attached to women who have not onis valu- 
able, or amiable quality to recommend them.——' 
The argument for which muft then be, that if a man" 
happens to fall in love without any reafon, he can* 
never have any reafon for ceafing to love. 

iS, George" has lately obtained a peeracrc. He 

was little, but would be lefs — — fo purchafcd a title, 
atrd became'more contemptible. ..' 

29. Fiihwomen cry -Noble Ojfters. — They cer- 
tainly are full as noble as any family blazoned out in 
Collin's Peerage — If not of as -ancient an houfe, of 
as old a bed at lead. — And to fliow their richnefy 
too, pearls and they are congenial. 

30» The deriving of families, from ancivnt tlmes^ 
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merely from the found or fimilarity of names, as is 
done in all books of heraldry^ puts me in mind of 
Swift's conceit, in proving the antiquity of bees, 
from the Hivites, a race of people mentioned in the 
Old Teftament. 

31. The Jews were the firft nation, upon record, 
who introduced a» attention to genealogy.— —They 
had a reafon for it, both in their law and in their 

gofpel. But after the coming of our Saviour, one 

ihould conclude all fuch fuperflition to have been at 

an end as St. Paul fays, " Neither give heed to 

** fables, and eiidlefs genealogies, which minifter 
" queftions, rather than godly edifyings.**— And 

again ^* but avoid foolilh. qi&eftions and genea- 

** logics.'* 

32. The Beggar's Opera was written in order to 
run down the Italian ones. But it is of late become 
the objeft of its own ridicule. They have fo car- 
honaded and frlteiellied it, that it is now neither one 
thing nor the other — an Englifh, nor an Italian opera 

They are, at length, become allies, and hobble 

en pair, 

33. The circumftance of Robert difcovering his 
father, William the Conqueror, at an engagement in 
Normandy, jaft as he was going to kill him, their 
reconciliation in fight of both armies, %3c. would be 
a fine fituation for an affecting tragedy. ^ 

34. A friend of Sir Thomas More's offered him 
the choice of his daughters for a wife. He liked the 
fecond one the beft, but accepted of the eldeft, mere- 
ly to fave her the tj\on\^c?.don of having a younger 

hiler preferred be£oi^ \iet. 
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This IS a fine ftory, by way of teft, to try the 
force of fefltiment fn others. The queftion happened 
to be propofed to me once in this way.— -I approv- 
ed of the generofity of the ad, but had the modefty to 
anfwer it only by faying, that a perfon ought to be 
afliamed to differ in opinion from fo great a man, in 
any adion of his life* 

35. Tacitus gives the charafter of a man, magis 
extra vitiisy quam cum virtutibus. This expreflion 
is by no means juft, in a drift fenfe ; for it is a vice 
to be void of virtues. 'Dum fatis putant vitio carer e^ 
in idipfum incidunt vifium, quod virtutibus carent, fays 
Quintilian, who was not only an excellent critic, buc 
a found moralift. 

Tacitus has many beauties in his writings, but 
would facrifice any thing to the framing of an anti» 
the/is. Salluf^ and others among the ancients^ had 
the fame paffion. 

36. Locke fays, that wit and judgment rarely meet 
in the fame perfon ; becaufe that their talents are 

direftly oppofite^^ the firft coUefling together all 

ideas yvhich are any way alike, a nd the latter em- 
ployed in feparating thofe which in any particular 
differ. 

Methinks there is more wit than judgment in this 
remark ■ ■ F or the fame quicknefs which can form 
an aiTemblage, is as nimble at diftinguiihing. 
The proverb is not applicable here, Thofe who 
hide can find. 

37. In the ninth book of Pope's Iliad, there is a 
note on the 494th line, where I think that both £u* 
fiathius and he have miilaken the fenfe. 
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When Achilles fajs, that he defplfes Agamemnon^, 
like a Carian, he fcems to hint that he mud have had- 

as venal a foul as the people of Caria a natipn of 

Bocotia^ that ufed to hire out its troops like the Mo» 
dern Swifs ■ to think that he could be bribed to 
battle by the pre Cents he offers. He fajs, juft before,, 
his gifts are hateful — and immediately after. 

Not though he proffcr'd al! himfclf poflcfs'd, &c. 

The beft way of folving a text, is by its own con- 
text. 

38. " Ah ! te meaB fi* partem animae rapit 
** Maturior vis, quid moror altera, 

** Nee cams aeque, nee fiiperftes 

** Integer?" HoR. Lib. 2. OJ. 17: 

Pleafe to obferve here, that Paddy Horace fays his 
friend is part of himfelf ; and that if this fame part' 
Ihould be taken away, the remainder — altera — ^wculd 
not be the whole — integer. 

Now if any modern author had written the above 
paiTage, would not the Englifli critics ftyle it an Hi- 
bcrnicifm ? 

39. There is another paffage too in this author, 
which may likewife be carped at, but that it is not 
certain whether the error is to be imputed to th<? 

writer or tranfcriber mofl probably to the latter, 

becaufc that fo fmall an erratum would fet it right. 



■Qiiid terras alio calentcs 



Sole mutamub ? Patrix quis exul 

Se quoque fugit ? Lib. 2. Od. i6> 

Here the fen(e is deficient in the firft fentence— 
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t^eaufe the commutation is not propofed and the 

xpreffion abounds with a pleonafm in the fecond— - 
i^or exul comprehends patria. 

But change this laft word into patria, and join it 
the firll fentence — ^let us fee hov^ it ihall (land JXp^ 
)n this alteration. 
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Sole mutamus patria ? Qais.cxul 
Se quoque fugit ? 

You fee that the deficiency is by this means fup*^ 
plied in the firft part, and the abundance refcinded 
in the latter. 

40. Pere Rapin fajs, very juftly, of mod of the 
Italian writers, that they ilrive rather to fay things 
wittily than naturally. But both French and Englilh - 
authors have frequently the fame fault. 

Look back to number 35, for the commencement 
of this vitious flyle of writing. 

41. The Apollo Bel vide re is- ConfejOTedly the fineft 
(latue in the ktlown world. ■ How could the very 
ingenious Mr. Spence, in his Poly metis, miilakehis 
figure and expreffion, juft after having Qain the Py- 
thon, for a fimple Apollo Venator ? 

42. Who need ever be vain of a poet's praife, when 
it is fo notorioufly known that the mufes fang a fu- 
neral elegy on the death of this fame fcrpcnt Python, 
flain by Apollo,, their very god ? 

43. In philofophy, it is faid, that eunuchs bear' 
wine better than men do. The philofopher then 
who claimed the prize of drinking, for being the firft 
drunk, did honour to his gender. 

Liften to this, ye jovial country 'tci)\\t^^.'^\A\!k&"^^x? 

G6 
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boaft again of being " able to carry off a greater 
" quantity of liquor'' — I think that this is the phrafe 
—•than other men. 

44. St. James fays, ** Count it all joy, when jou 
•* fall into divers temptations." 

45. By the inftitutions of Lycurgus the rigor of 
. the Spartan difcipline, both in apparel and diet, was 

relaxed in time of war. 

46. There be fix things, in phyfic, ftyled non-na- 
turals. And what do you think they are ? Even the 
moil natural things in nature — diet — evacuation — ^air 
•— exercife — deeping — and waking. 

47. In the Harleian Mifcellany, volume the firft, 

and page firft the preamble—there is this ex- 

preffion :— ^* To fliow that when God is on our 
^ fide, neither the power nor the policy of man is 

*' able to do us harm." What a deep reflefiion! 

How many volumes of fermons have I feen wrote in 
the fame waj ! 

48. The capital of Rome was fo called, bccaufc 

that a man's head -which might have been a 

woman's, for ought they knew the gender docs 
not lie there — happened to have been dug out of the 
foundation. 

From this hint, the Augurs prophefied, that Rome 
fhould become the capital of the world.— You may 
fee what fort of reafoners priefts mull haye been from 
the beginning. 

Rome was ftyled alfo the miftrefs, not the mailer 

of the world. Which feems fufiiciently to juftify 

my furmife, above hinted, about the head. 

49. Madnefa u couMi^xiX. ^^^\vO^\^ \aa\^ <liafl 
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can be faid for poor Reafon. Whatever may be the 
ruling paffion at the time, continues equally fo 
throughout the whole delirium— -^-though it ihould 
laft for life. 

Madmen are always conftant in love ; which no 
man in his fenfes ever was.— ^Our paflions and prin* 
ciples are fteady in frenzy ; but begin to ihift and 
waver, as we return to reafon. v 

50. It is an hard cafe, that the laws fhould not 
have made any manner of diflFerence between mur- 
dering an honeft man, and only executing a fcoun- 
drel. I reaJly think that thefe things fliould always 
be rated ad valorem* 

51. Pliny fays, that the crocodile increafes in 
ftrength to its lateft age, and dies in full vigour—— 
This would be a good poetical fimile for Avarice, 
which. 

Grows with our growth, and (Ireogtheat with our tueminesu 

52. A lady of my acquaintance told me one day 
in great joy, that (he had got a parcel of the mod 
delightful novels to read that ihe had ever met with 
before. They call them Plutarch's Lives, faid Ihc. 
—I happened, iinfortunately, to inform her lady- 
jQiip, that they were deemed to be authentic hiflorics. 
Upon which her countenance fell, and ihe never 
read another line in them. 

53. A fervant maid I had once— her name was 
not Dorothy * — returned home crying one day be- 
caufe a criminal whom {he had obtained leave to go 
fee executed, happened to get a reprieve* 

* See chsiptcr 33. laft paragraph but ont. 
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She had no fpleen to the fellow — for he had been 
condemned onlj for a rape ; nor was .(he of a cruel 
nature— but (he had loft a fight. 

54. Ravfius Textor has given us a catalogue of 
perfons who died laughing. 

55. The Lex Papia forbade men to marry aftef 
fixt J, and women after fifty. 

I think the law was wrong in the firft article—^* 
becaufe men may have children long after that age 
or their wives may, at leaft,. which anfwers as well 
for the community. But matrimony is generally 
thrown away upon any woman after Wilkes's num- 
ber. 

To have children, is the only modefi reafbn a wo- 
man can give for marriage. And after fuch pre- 
tence has ceafed, what an indecent thing muft it be,, 
to fee her proceeding to the gratification of her con- 
cupiCcence, at the very foot of the altar ? 

56. A watch or clock goes the fafter for being 
foul. 

57. The famous princefs Cathrine Sforza, being 
befieged in a fortrefs by rebels, was threatened by 
them to have her children put to death, if flie did 

not furrender the garrifon " Do with them as 

** you pleafe," faid fhe, " for behold I have a mould 
" to caft more." — So faying, flie ftepped up on the 
wall. — I leave the iiiftorian to tell the reft. Hi/l» 
** des Femmes IlluJlresJ* 

I think that fhe might have been celebrated for 
her immodefty, as Jael was for her treachery above 
women in the tent. 
^ 58, Monfieur Menage, a poet of diftinguilhcd emi-- 
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nence in France, alwajs fent a criticlfm to the pref» 
immediately after every piece he publifhed, to prove 
that he had. not one requifite of a poet in any of his 
writings ; and that he wrote all his verfes, invito. 
Miner'ffa,bj the mere dint of labour only. What a 
caprice ! 

59. Alefto infpiring Amata with rage, is compa- 
red by Virgil to a boy whipping his top. 

60. Aik Do6tor Smollett what he means- in his- 
Travels by the Genoefe, the Emprefs of Ruflia, and 
making heaven accountable for the death of Peter 
the Third — Joan — and the predeftination of her: 
fcn? 

61. There are certain filhes, flyled abdominals,- 
that have fins underneath their bellies — which your 
fiflimonger philofophers fay purevent their turning oi> 
their backs. 

This particular, I hear, is only true of fifties, but 
not of thofe animals " qua definunt in pifcem,'*^ 

62 • Diotima, a female philofopher, was the per- 
fon that initiated Socrates into the pbilofophia ama» 
toriay. which the Elatonift afterwards, extolled fa 
highly.. 

63. Theano, another female philofopher, ufed ta 
advife married. women '' to lay afide fhame with their 
clothes." 

This brotheL maxim is finely reprehended by tl e 
chafle Plutarch, who fays. That " women ought 
<*• never to be naked, for when they put oflT their 
<5 garments, they ihould clothe themfelves with mc^ 
^ defty." 

64, The fame Theano told Timaeonides, who had. 
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often reviled her, that, notwithftanding his unkind* 
I nefs, (he always fpoke well of him — ^but had the 
I luck flill to find, that her panegyric had the fame 
I fate with his fatirc — to be equally difcredited* 

Prior, and others, have ftolen epigrams from this 

expreflion : 

You always fpeak ill of ne, 

I always fpeak htcU of thee.— 

But, fpltc of alt our noife and pother, 

The world belicYes, not one nor t'other. 

Prior. 

65. I knew a man who was governed by no one 
principle in the world but fear.— He had no manner 
of objedlion to going to church, but left " the devil 
•* might take it ill." 

66. The fearned are not yet agreed, whether an 
olympiad contained four or five years. — The luftrc 
is liappily out of difpute, and fixed at five. 

67. How children come to be marked, before 
they come into the world, by an impreflion made 
only on the fight of the mother, is inexplicable by 
philofophy. Nay, philofophy denies the faft, but 
leaves the contingency of it rather a greater myftery. 

68. Women entered originally into the Olympic 
games — ^but fome confufion happening once on their 
accounts, they were forbidden to appear there for 
the future, on pain of deatiry if found difguifed. 

Yet a woman, named Berenice did afterwards 
venture her life, for the mere pleafure of wreftliAg 
and boxing there — and won the prize. 

She could ivol couc^il\v^itUvum^\ -^Vdsh coming 
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to the judges ears, they ordered, that thencefor. 
ward all athletics fliould be performed naked. 

This my author, who is a joker, fays, prevented 
their entering the circus for the future, but made 
them all crowd to the ring. 

69. Solon deprived parents of all paternal au- 
thority over baftards. — The reafon he gave for it is 
curious — -—That as they were only fathers for their 
own plcafure, this fliould be their only reward. 

Married men feem here to be unfavourably diflin- 
guifliedby Solon— as mere drudges in the 'vineyard. 
■I fuppofe Solon had an ugly wife. 

70.Hutchefon,tn his philofophic treatife on beauty, 
harmony and order, pluses and minuses, you to hea« 
ven or hell, by algebraic equations— fo^ that none 
but an expert mathematician can' ever be able to fet- 

tie his accounts with St. Peter and perhaps St. 

Matthew, who had been an officer in the cufloms, 
muft' be called in to audite them. 

71. The pfudomenos, a problem among the floics 
—a quibble merely in words. 

72. The anacampferotes— — a certain root— the 
touch of which is faid to reconcile lovers. • 

73. Lycurgus was the perfon who colleS:ed to- 
gether all the works of Homer, in Afio Minor, and 
brought them into Greece. 

Plato would exclude all the poets from his com- 
monwealth. — Obferve here the difference between a 
perfon who had formed a real ilate, and one who had 
framed ooly an ideal one. 

74. Hermonides, a difciple of Timotheus, alked 
his mailer one day. How he Ihould conduA himfelf^ 
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in order to obtain the prize of mufic, at ^ ptxblkr 
opera that was then to be performed ? 

** If the theatre be thin, faid the old fellow, play 
*' your bed — for the audience may probably be fc- 

** left and judicious 'But to a crowded houfe, be 

** fure you play as ill as you can=— becaufe the mul- 
*^ titude have Midas's ears.'* 

HermonideSy like other young people, . alked ad- 
vice which he meant not -to take — t--— exerted all his 
talents— excelled every compeHtor-i-lo(l the prize — 
and died that very night of the mortification he had 
received by not taking the oW feges counfeL • 

75. There- is an - original necefSty in our nature 
** to determine ourfelves.*'-»-Providence has implant^ 
ed this propenfity in us, to prevent fufpition of ac- 
tion, where reafons may be wanting or equipoifed. 

In the moil indifferent cafes, we are apt to feel 
an inclination to favour one fide of a queflion more 

than the other. Two men boxing, two horfes 

running, two cocks- fighting,, two dogs fnarling — 
even two fifhwomen fcelding-^though^ all equally 
unknown — one will naturally take part with one or 
the other " We muft determine ourfelves.'* 

Two competitors for a crown appear on the theatre 
of war together. Even their very names fiiall decide 
the point, with regard to us, unknowing of their re- 

fpedlive titles or merits. It was morally impof- 

fible to have remained indifferent, between Meer 
Jaffeir and Coflim Ally Cawn, tvyo rival nabobs fomc 
time ago. vowed fealty to ^he latter ; and my 
wife, whether through loyalty or perverfenefa, zU 
iv2ys took part wixiv t\\^ ^i-c^ i^^^vvv^i. w^. 
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And if the flrife ihould happen to be between a 
man and a woman, the refpedive fezes (hall take 
different fides in the contention — though not alwmjs 
on the part of their refpeftive genders ^ — f6r women 
are fometimes partial to a woman, merely becaufe 
de is one but oftener to a man, for the jGame 
reafon. No matter for the- motives — we labour un» 
der ** a phjfical neceffitj of determing ourfelves." 

In fioe, there is bat one- ftruggle between man 
and woman, in which both men and women equally 
wifh fuccefs to one fide onl y ■ to which part I 
need not fay. — For as my readers muft be either 
male or female, I iball refer the decifion to theic 
joint concurrence. 

76*. Brutus was originally a name of contempt,, 
given firft to Lucius Junius, Tarquin, on account 
of his pretending madnefs and folly, in order ta 
efcape the notic and jealoufy of that tyrant, who 
had put bis father and brother to death. 

Virtue can render the meaneft name great — and 
vice turn the greateft into contempt.— Liften, y« 
plebeians: and ye peers ! 

77. Margaret de Valois Qaeen of Navarre, was 
flyled a tenth mufe,.. and a fourth grace. 

78* Solon faid, that if all men were to cad their 
misfortunes into one common heap, every perfon 
would rather take up his own lot again, than accept 
an equal fiiare with the red. 

This is an odd expreflion ■ for, as he makes the 
refleflion in general, it is as much as to fay, in ef* 
icQ-f that every one's evil^ were lefs when put in. 
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and greater when taken out. This might be true of 
fome, but could not poffibly be fo of all. 

79. Plato faid of DionyfiusV court, at his return 
from Sicily, on his being afked what he obferved re- 
markable there——*' Vidi monjlrum in natura, horn* 
** inem bis faturatum in dieJ^ ^ ■ 3y faturatum^ he 
meant merely eating, not drinking. 

What would he have faid, had he lived in modern 
times, and feen not only two meals, but two de- 
bauches, in the fame day. 

80. In the life of Henry, Prince of Wales, there 
is a curious ftory told, of a fpeech made by a Pope, 
who (ilenced a prieft'for preaching do£lriaes ** con- 
** trary to the Catholic faith." 

The man defended himfelf by faying, that he had 
advanced nothing but the gofpel, and the word of 
God.— —To which his holinefs replied, that this 
was, in effeft, " to fubvert the Catholic religion." 

81. Tiberius was the perfon who oflFered a premi- 
um for the invention or contrivance of any new plea- 
fure. 

S2. Providence has fupplied the body with refrelh- 
ment and medicine, in the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral world — and to our minds hath given, both 
for relief and cure, religion, mufic, and the fciences. 

Whether I write the above obfervation from re- 
fledlion, or recoUe^ion, I do declare mod ingenu- 
oufly, that I cannot be certain this moment.— Me- 
morandum, that memory is apt to forget 

83. Ludovicus Jacob fays of Pontus de Thiard, 
who was both a bifliop and a poet^ that his eroditioa 
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was too univerfal for the firfi, and too profound for 
the latter. 

84. Balzac faid, that Virgil had prevented Taflb | 
firom being the firft epic poet of Italj, but that TafiTo 
had prevented hioi^rom being the laft. 

85. It is reported of Sebaftian, a very good Latin 
poet, that he could feldom avoid fpeaking in verfe, 
in his common converfi^tion. 

In general, warm people, as poets naturally are, 
fpeak ufually in blank verfe—— -except they flutter. 

I Iifp*d in numbers for the numbers came. 

86. The Count de Bonarelli, an Italian nobleman, 
had paSTed through a regular courfe of divinity and 
philofophy, and diflinguiihed himfelf in both thefe 
ftudies. 

He was afterwards taken from thofe purfuits, and 
employed by the great Duke of Ferrara, in fixteen 
embalfies of date ; in all which he acquitted himfelf 
with great addrefs, both as a politician and a mi« 
nifter. 

He had never written one line of poetry in his 
life, till he was about threefcore years of age ; when, 
having retired from public bufinefs, he undertook^ 
for his amufement, a paftoral poem, which he exe- 
cuted with a fame equal to Guarini's Paflor Fido, 
and TaiTo's Amynta. 

87. The covetous man is poor — ^but the contented 
one rich faid Bias the philofopher. 

88. Solon built a city in Cilicia, which he named 
Soleis, and peopled it with a colony from Athens ; 
who^ mixing with the natives of th^ coxxtlU^^ ^<^^« 
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mpted their language, and were faid to folecife<— 
Diogenes Liaertius gives us this derivation for the 
word foleciftn. 

89. Simonides, a very fweet' Greek poet, was fe 
afFefted about the nicety of his ezprefBon, that 'being 
to mention mules, upon fome occafion, he'fijled them 
daughters of mares.— ^pon which Diogenes rallied 
him, bj afking whether they were not the daughten 
of afles as well ? 

.90. In Plato's Phaedon, Socrates fays, that wh3e 
the foul is immerfed in matter, " it ftaggers, ftrajs, 
" frets, and is giddy like a man in drink.** 

There is a paflage in the Tfalms, from whence 
one muft be almoft certain he muft have borrowed 
this image——" they reel to and fro, and flagger, 
"like a drunken man, and are at their wits end.^ 
Pfalm 107. verfe 27. 

Here, not only the fimile is the fame, and the ex- 

prelfion almoft fo as near as different tranflatioBS 

of the fame text, not performed by the Septuagint, 
can be fuppofed to approach b ut the very occa- 
fions are parallel alfo. ^The firft defcribes the ftate 
of the foul, under the encumbrances of corporeal af- 
feftions, and the latter fpeaks of men unajQifted by 
grace. 

91. Plato allowed mirth and wine to old men, 
but forbade them both to young ones. To be merry 
and wife might have been a proverb deduced from 
this law. 

But Plato's reafon was truly philofophic— ^tbat 
while our natuiaV c\\^^\l\iXtkfc^'^ ^\A ^^v£\\.^ x^xaain* 
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T'-we thotild never ufe incitements. To fpur a free 
borfe foon makes a jade of him. 

92, Antigonus faid, " J^i Macedonia regent eru* 
- ** dit^ omnes etiam fubditos erudit — ^atis rex, talis 
^* greXy'* fajs fomebodj elfe. 

This is not always fo. It is only what may be 
ftyled a capable truth .. V irtue will not be fuffici- 

cht for example, alone, won't do. The king 

^muft have both fenfe ajid fpirit too. He fliould let 
all his bounties, honours and preferments, flow in 
one chafte channel, and, like Jleaven,. bribe us to our 
good. 

93. Is it not an amazing thing, that men (hall at« 
■tempt to inveftigate the myftery of the redemptioti, 

when, at the fame time that it is propounded to us 
as an article of ,faith folely, we are told, that ^* the 
'^* very angels have defired .to pry into it. in vain ?•* 

. 94/ See the charafler of Francis David Sterne, in 
the Annual Regifter for the year 1760, and com- 
pare It with the jealous frenzy of Jean Jacques 

RoulTeau. The unaccountable caprices of human 

nature ! 

.95. I aiked an hermit once in Italy, how he could 
venture to live alone, in a fingle cottage, on the top 

of a mountain, a, mile from any habitation ? He 

replied, that "Providence was his very next door 
■^. neighbour." 

96. A library. 
Plerumque in qua fimulac pedem pofui, foribus 

peflulum abdo.-T Ambitionem autem, amoreih, li- 

ludem, avaritiam, exclado, quorum parens eft igna- 
T^a, imperitia.nutrix— p--et in ipfo . ^eternitatis ^re- 
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mioy inter tot illuftres animos fedem mihi famO| coa 
ingenti quidem animo, ut fubinde magnatum me mU 
fcreat, qui felicitatem banc ignoranU 

Heiksios. 

Iq the world jt>a are fubjeft to everj fool's hu* 
iiiottr> I n a library, 70U can make every wit fub- 
i«iil to yours. 

*H£K&T AKD Frances. 

97. The Marefchal de Bellegrade was a lover, and 
a favourite of Anne of Audria's, but happened to be 
UilCiirded upon the following occalion : 

When he was taking leave of her roajefty, to re- 
pair to his command in the army, he folicited her, 
with an air of paffion and my fiery, to give him her 
hand ; which, after (he had, with a bluih, fome be* 
iitation, and turning afide her head, 

With neck retorted, and oblique regard, 

at length confented to, he applied it immediately ^* to 
^ the hilt of his fword.** 

A moft flupid piece of old-fa(hioned gallantry, to 
l>e fure. But obferve, at the fame time, the un- 
accountable caprice of women, in his difmiflal. 

98. Plutarch has a fine expreffion, with regard to 
fome women of learning, humility, and virtue——' 
that her ornaments were fuch as might he purchafed 
without money, and would render any woman^s Ufe 
both glorious and happy. 

99. Eztrad— -tfii^/(p nefcio. 
^Adam figmfes ^^ivVv, "accA ^-^^ Ufe> But, not to 
Tbl upon Htbitw dAiiuoxL%^ 'msi -«^ wv^^\ 
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made of the dead earth but woman of the living 
man therefore, of a more excellent nature. 

There are no conclufions fo ftrong as thofe. that arc 
drawn from the fttitio />rtncipiu 

xoo. Another fragment in favour of the fex. 

It is remarkable, that, as b j a woman we were 
all undone, fo by a woman we were all retrieved 
»gaia« 

For as the Virgin conceived without the co-opera« 
tion of man, all the human nature that Chrift took 
upon himfelf, muft have been derived entirely from 
the feminine gender. 

The Laplanders have odd notions. They encour* 
age the killing of bears in their country ; and have 
framed this law, that any man who deftroys one, 
ihall be exempted from cohabiting with his wife for 
a week and fo on, totiei quoties. 

10 2. Heraclitus was the pcrfon who firft in trod u« 
ced the burning of the dead, upon this philofophy, 
that fire was the predominent principle of all things ; 
;ind that by fuch diffolution, the ethereal flame, or 
foul of man, was better and fooner purified and dif- 
united from the groflhefs of matter. 

103. The doftors of the Sorbonne, in the year 
^SS^> caufed a prieft to be deprived of his benefice, 
for pronouncing the words quifquis and quamquam^ 
as they are fpelled, inftead of hijkis and kanham^ as 
they had reformed them. 

Which were the greater fools, they or the prieft ? 

104. Sophocles has written a tragedy, which con- 
fifts of but one entire monologue, of a pec fon com« 

VqLVIU, \ H 
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plaining and lamenting a fore heel. See the Phi« 
lo&etes. 

105. In the whole Hebrew Didicmary there is not 
one word to exprefs nature or philofoph j. 

106. Pythagoras was the perfon who firft changed 
the arrogant appellation of^fophos, or wile man, to 
philofopher, or a lover of wiClom. 

107. What a favage race of men mnft the ancient 
Romans have been, who had but one word, hqfiis, 
in their language, for an enemy and a foreigner ? . 

108. Mr Hume fays, '' Can we ezpeft that ago- 
*' vernment will be well modelled by a people who 
** know not how to make a fpinning-wheel, or to 
*' employ a loom to advantage V* 

109. A good fimile . a s concife as & king's de- 
claration of love. 

no. Sir Ifaac Newton, (landing by the fide of a 
quarry, faw a ftonc fall from the top of it to the 
ground——" Why (hould this ftone, when loofened 
•* from its bed, rather defcend, than rife, or flj a- 
•* crofs ? Either of thefe direaions muft have been 
" equally indifferent to the ftone itfelf.** , 

Such was his foliloquy ; and this the firft philofo- 
ph ic rt flexion he had ever made. This led him firft 
into confidering the nature of gravity, i^c. — So that 
to a mere accident we owe all thofe deep refearches, 
and ufeful difcoveries, with which he has fincc en- 
riched the fciences. 

III. Plutarch imputes the ceafing of many of the 
oracles, to the world's being thinner peopled at that 
time than formerly. — " The gods," fays he, " Would 
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** not deign to ufe fo many interpreters of their wills^ 
** to fo (mall an handful of people," 

III. Solon was the perfon who granted a power 
to parents of putting their children to death.-^Who 
was it that gave them authority to condemn their 
daughters to a nunnery ? 

XZ3, Plutarch commends Attains for deftroying 
all his own children, in order to leave hii wealth 
and kingdom to bis nephew. 

One unnatural aftion induced another— For At« 
talns*8 reafon for fo doing, was, that his brother^ 
the &ther of that nephew, had left him his heir, ia 
wrong to his own fon. 

XI 4. Men zfkSt parrots, that difgrace human 
fpeecb ' -and are fond of monkeys, that ridicule 

human aAion. 

X15. Great eaters have generally but dull intel« 

leAs n The dromedary is faid to have four do* 
machs. 

II 6. A very curious and authentic letter has been 
lately brought to light from the Queen of Scots to 
Elizabeth — which makes the latter* s chaftity not to 
be fo problematical a point as general hifiory had 
left it to us. See the Annual Regifter for 1759, p. 

XI 7. See the contraftcd charader of young Ser« 
vin, in Sully's Memoirs, for an extraordinary in- 
ftance in human nature. 

XI 8. Mr. Spence in his Polymetis, > fays, that 
there muft have been a nymph whofe name was 
Aura 'or Procris could never have conceived a 
jralouf; at the expreffion of Cephalus, ^ttra vent. 

Hi 
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How could a perfon of his tafte, and excelleiit 
critic! fm, make fo poor a comment! This pafiage 
certainly docs not, in the leaft prove, that there 
ever was fuch a nymph, but only that Procris ima« 
gined there was. 

Had he remembered Shakfpeare, he would hare 
known that 

Triflei light at air, are, to the jealous, 
CoDfirmations ftrong, fste» 

119. Mr Speiice is fhamefully miftaktn-in ano- 
ther palTage too. He fays, that the Hamadryads 
were not reputed by the poets to have been the fouls 
i>f particular trees, but the nymphs of the woods in 

general. 

But thefe latter were always diftinguiihed by the 
title of Dryads, — from whence Druids, a nd the 
former were only thought to be the lives of trees* 

120. The feeing an obje6l diftin£tly, with one 
eye, and the not feeing it double with two, muft 
appear to be an unaccountable circumftance in vilion. 
— The fame philofophical queftion may be applied 
to hearing. 

121. What fcolds mnft women have been deem- 
ed fi^om the beginning, when all the familiars, the 
familares, or female genii, were ftyled Junones? 

122. I was acquainted once with a gallant foldicr, 

who aflured me that his only meafure of courage was 

this : 

Upon the firft fire in an engagement, he imnie« 

diatnly looked upon liimfelf as a dead man. He 

then bravely Eou^VlI ou\. \.Vv^ t^tuainder of the day, 
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perfe&lj regardleCs of all manner of danger, as be- 
comes a <iead man to be. 

• So that all the life or limbs he carried bade again 
to his tent, he reckoned as clear gains-^-or, as he 
himfelf expireiled it^ fo much out of the fire. 

123. A man is (horter, ftanding up, than lying 
along. He is certainly near fix lines, or about half 
an inch, longer, in bed, than when up. 

1 24. Peculiarities in Clarke's Latin Grammar : 
He reckons but feven parts of fpeech, leaving out 

the pronoun and participle, and fubftituting the ad- 
jfclive for both. 

He admits only fi^e cafes of nonns, rejefttng the 
vocative — His reafon for this is curious.— See the 
note, pagel. 

The order of his cafes too Hands thus : ^Nomi« 

native,- accufative, genitive, dative, and ablative. 

125. About the middle of the thirteenth century, 
and in the pontificate of Gregory the Ninth, a curi« 
ens incident happenqd. 

Count Gleichen was taken prifoner, in an engage- 
tnent againft the Saracens, and condemned to (lavery. 
He was employed at work in the gardens of the fera- 
glio, and happened to be taken notice of by the SuU 
tan^s daughter.— -She found out that he was a per- 
fpn of difiioAion, conceived a paffion for him, and 
offered to contrive his efcape, if he would marry 
her. 

He honeiUy told her that he had a wif^ already. 
She replied, that (he made no manner of fcruple of 
that circumftance, as the cuftom of her country al- 
lowed men a plurality. Upon thek terms then Uief 
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Sif^reed, and had the fortune to get fafe together to 
Venice. He haftened to Rome, m«de Gregory ac- 
quainted with the particulars of the ftbry, and upon 
promife to make Mifs Saracen tarn Catholic, oh- 
tained a difpenfation to keep both wives. 

The fir ft wife was fo much rejoiced at recovering 
ber huiband, upon any conditions, that fiie acquief- 
ced in the articles, and ihowed herfelf grateful, in 
the higheft inftance, to his fair deliverer. The fto- 
Tj mentions another unnatural circnmftance alfo in 
this matter— that the Saracen had no children, bat 
Ihowed a mother's fondoefs toward thofe •£ her r« 
val. ^ yhat pitj that (he did not leave feme of 
her breed behind her ! 

At Gleichen they dill continue to (how the bed in 
which thej all three iifed to deep peaceably together 
which, for that reafon, might more properly 
be ftjled the grave. 

They were all buried in the fame tomb, in the 
church of the Peteriburg Benedi&ines, and lie un- 
der a done, with this epitaph, which the Count, who 
oat-lived them both, ordered to be infcribed upon it: 
** Here lie the bodies of two rival wives, who, 
" with unparalleled affeAion, loved each other as 
** fillers, and me extremely. The one fled from 
*' Mahomet to follow her huiband— *the other was 
willing to embrace the fpoufe ihe had recovered. 
■ ■ U nited by the ties of matrimonial love, vie 
had, when living, but one nuptial bed ; and, in 
our deaths, only one marble to cover us.** 
1 26. Plato defctibes two Cupids — a celeftial, and 
a ten e (trial oiie> Y^tVva^^^ ^^^ \sx3fwjx >^>ask xa^iL. 
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Tide the ancient opinion of the two Urchins, who 
are faid one to cauCe, and the other to ceafe, love— 
or, more likely, to difiinguifli Platonic love from 
the natural one. 

117. Sir Francis Bacon fjays^'the Mufes are in 
league together with Time, and preferve the privileges 
of the golden age . . Poetry {ubfifts after ilates 
and empires are loft. The poet's life unites lafety 
with dignity, pleafure with meri t I wiflb I could 
add, profit alfo— and beftows admiration without en* 
vy. It places a man in the feaft, and not in the 
throng ' in the light, but not the heat. 

ia8. It was faid, very juftly, and refinedly, by a 
kidf, mentioned in one of Swift's letters, that in men, 
dc-fire begets love—and in women love begets defire. 

129* '* Quid tamdignum mifericordia, quam mi- 
fer?" 

130. " II penfieri ftretti, et il vifo fciolto," was Sir 

Harry Wooton's advice through life. 

131. In Gomus, fpeaking of midnight ihout and 
revelry, upon joyful occafions, Milton juftly fays, 
•' they thanked the gods amifs." 

132. A man muft be- bora a fchoolmafter. He 
muft be more or lefs than man, fays Le Sage, in 
bis Bachelor of Salamanca, to preferve his patience. 

133. It is furpriiing that there fliould be perfons on 
the face of the earth, who love themfelves fo liule, 
as to fret at every thing, to be conftantly out of hu- 
mour, and fet the whole world again ft them. 

134. I have long ceafed to wonder at all the ope- 
rations of Nature, except one. Take a feed of a 
fruit tree, or a flower ; cut it to pieces, or bruife it in 
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a mortur, and you ^'ill perceive but 0!ie colour ink. 

Sow another grai& of the fame kind, and it (hall pro- 

« duce flowers or fruita^'containing every tiot in the 

rarnhow. 

The lynx eyed philofopher may perfuade himfeify 

that he 'fpics the future tree, or flower, in the prefat 

feed but he can never perfuade me, .that he fees, 
or forefees. their future c<^ours there. 

There appears to be fomething more here, I con- 
fefs, than mere fecond caufes, requifite to ^ccoant 
for fuch a phenomenon. 

.135. In a French book I was reading fome time 
ago, I met with a flupid exercife of wit, of which I 
give you here a fpecimen, merely becaufe it is new, 
in a diflich of French verfe, wrote in the following 
manner : 

Another, in Latin verfe. 

V J 111 ••• **t /••••• rfl »•••• Z/*<« M>-. ••• V tfrn 

Another, in Englifh. 

^ If you have nothing elfe to do, try to puzzle thefe 
out. It will be better tlian drinking, or falling 
afleep, or fretting becaufe you have not a thoufand 
pounds a year. 

136. The following infcription, taken from Al- 
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dcrfgatc, is a ctwiceit of the fame kind with the for- 

■ 

mcr— hut muchvmore foolifli, becaufe more ingenious 
and difficult. The language is Latki. 

^ an tris di c vul Jlra 

OS guts ti ro urn fiere vit* 
H fan cbris mi t mu la 

If jou have a turn for riddling, I Ihall leave you 
to amufc yourfelf with the above laborious duU- 
nefs, after you have difpatched the former carrity- 
witchets. 

137. I knew a common fellow once who had been 
born a fool. — He .was an excellent labourer, and bar- 
nng acadents,the beft verbal meflenger in the coun- 
try where he lived. 

While he was receiving his inftru^ions, he ufed 
always to hold one hand on the oppofite ear, left 
the diredlions fliould ileal through it — and the in- 
ftant you had done, he would clap his other hand 
upon the liftening ear, and run off with the ftory to 
the perfon appointed to receive it. 

But if by accident, he happened to fall, or was 
any otherwife obliged to take off either of his hands 
from his ears, he immediately lod aA remembrance 
3f the meffage, and would return back, crying for 
frefh in il ructions. 

138. The beft account for the belief of miracles 
las been given by Gil- Bias. — He fays, that •* the 
' marvellous ftrikes the imagination \ and when 
< once that has been gained over, the judgment has 
10 longer fair play." 

J ao. A curious fentence 1 orvce tsi«X V\^^\ ^^x 
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know wbere«-— — '' Mundus ipfe, qui ob antiquiutem 
** deberet efle fapiens, {iemper ftultizat^ et DuUis fta- 
\^^ gellis alceratur ; fed, at puer, vult rofis et floribus 
•* coronari/' 

140. Vitam regit fbrtuna, non fapientia-^-Thii is 
a veiy bad moral, and I wonder how the author of 
TuUj^s Offices could fuffer it to efcape him. 

141. Lycurgus, in order to confirm his eftablilh- 
ment for ever, took a journey to Delphos, on pre- 
tence of con ful ting the oracle j firfi obliging the ki]ig» 
fenate and people, in an oath, not to alter the flate 
till his return. 

He then entered into voluntary exilement for life. 
What a deal of virtue and fimplicity nluft tbej 
have had in thofe days ! , 

142. £x fenfibus ante caetera homini tadus, deio- 
de guftatus— reliquis fuperatur a multis-— AquiU 
clarius cernunt— Vultures fagacius odorantur— - 
liquidius audiunt Talpse, obrutae terra. Plin. Nat. 

Hift. 

143* Maria is the only woman in the world whom 
fmiles become not. She is beautiful when grave, 
but looks like an ideot whenever (he laughs. 

If I was her lover, I ihould be confiantly picking 
of quarrels with her, in order to preferve my con- 

itancy. — ^For the maxim of atitantium ira, \Sc, is 

znctil peculiarly applicable here. 

144. How imperfeft muft the ftate of orthography 
have been, when there was no diflFerence between the 
numerals that exprcfs four and two hundred. 

14 j. Homer, Hefiod, iEfop, the fevcn wife M»- 
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tterSf M they were ftylec!^ and the Sjbils, were all 
bom utider the Aflyriany called the firft monarchy. 

146. Had all poffible mufical tones been exhauiled 
by Nature, that (he was forced to fuffer the raven to ' 
croaky the owl to fcreech, the peacock to fcream, and 
the hog to grunt or fqueel ? 

147. The Emperor Adrian, who wrote the fami- 
liar verficles to his foul, and was a perfon of furpri- 
fing knowledge and literature, for a king, preferred 
Cato to Cicero, and Ennius to Virgil* 

148. Septimius Severus, the nineteenth Roman 
emperor, died at York, in Great Britain* 

There was fomething mod remarkably amiable in 
his perfon. His fon Caracalla attempted to flay him, 
jufi after he hadileclared him his fuccefibr, but was 
prevented by hit guards. 

' The good old man refented only, but revenged not, 
the intended parricide ; and retiring into his palace, 
fell ill immediately and died of grief. 

I admire the philofophy in him that forgave, but 
more love the nature in him that felt. 

149. (!!onftantius, the laft of the Pagan Roman em- 
perors, and father of ConAantine the Great, died alfp 
at York. 

150. Heliogabalus, though a fad dog, inftituted 
one very favourable, and therefore juft, law— which 
was the eftablifliing a female jurifdidion, to fit in 
judgment upon all trials relative to the fcx. 

I think that fuch a fupplement is much wanted in 
our own con flitution. How can a female culprit be 
faid to be tried by her peers, without a female jui j ? 
But upon all indlAments for raviibment, particular- 
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ly, T tvould have women only impanneled. — For tlie 
bufmefsy upon fuch occaiionSy ought undoti^tcdlj ta 
be, rather to examine the accnfer, than to try the 
nccufed. 

Now girls often give thcmfelves great airs abont 
being ravifhed, tbotfgb-nothing- might have been far- 
ther from their thoughts at the time. They might 
perhaps have been fo, in a natural fenfe, though not 
in a legal one — which is all I pretend to contend 
for. And how is it poiBble for a man, or even 
twelve men, to declare upon their confciences, under 
which of thefe predicaments the evidence might have 
laboured ? 

Women then, moft certainly, rouft be the bed 
judges in thefe myfteries of the bona dea, and can 
quicker difcover whether the teftimony arifc from a 
fpirit of chaftity, of extortion, or extenuation of the 
jaror's own frailty. And a man ought only to be 
condemned upon the firft category. — For if the faft 
itfelf fliould be thought fufficient to convift him, his 
liolinefs the Pope himfelf, mud infallibly fuffer. 

151. In the fourteenth century, one Nicolao Ga- 
brini di Ricnzi, one of the lowed of the people of 
Ronje, had fpirit and ambition enough to conceive 
a defign of compafSng the fovereignty of the city 
and without money, friends, alliances, or mili- 
tary force, by the mere dint of oratory and perfe- 
verance, he did at length efFeflually obtain his ob- 
je6l, and arrived alfo to fuch a pitch of power and 
influence, as to awe feveral of the potentates of 
Europe, and to be admitted an arbitrator of king- 
doms. 
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15*2. Even fo late as near the beginning of the 
umeenth century, a certain prieft having met with 
this paffage, in fome Greek author, • ^ «r« «»x«f 
mens humana immaterialis eft^ and finding, in his 
Lexicon, that •w*^ fignified a flute or pipe, brought 
no lefs than fifteen arguments, in an acadeoiical 
Bxercifc, to prove the human fouLto be a whiftle. 

153. Henry the fourth, Emperor of Germany 
received the imperial diadem from the hands of 
Pope Celeftine — who, after he had placed it on his 
head, while he was on his knees, kicked it ofF again 
with his facred ,toe, to (how his authority over the 
kings of the earth. 

154. The Jews fent legates to Oliver Cromwell, 

to know whether he was not the true Meiliah. 

55. Pope Julius the Second was reading the 
Bible, when an account was brought him of his 

troops being beaten by the French.— Upon which 

be threw down the book on the floor, out of refent- 

mcnt to the partiality of Heaven. 

156. The name of France is a reproach to the 
nation. It was derived from a people who were 
denominated Francs, from the remarkable fpirit of 
liberty for which they had been diftinguiihed. 

But, after they had fo poorly fuccumbed to ar- 
bitrary fway, the ancient name of Gaul would better 
have become them — and the dunghill, not the game 
cock, (hould be their enfign. 

157. Stephen Battorius, a king of Poland« faid, 
that God had refer ved three things to himfelf 

the power of creation, the knowledge of futuxe 
events, and the dominion over our confciences. 
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158. The Romans were a wicked people in their 
public policy, though virtuous in their private mo- 
rals. Thej made ufe of the bafeft, mod oppreflive, 
and mod cruel methods of aggrandizing their em- 
pire— —-bj fubje&ing all their neighbours to the 
yoke firil, and then, by the help of flaves of their 
own making, extending their tjrannj over the reft 
of the world. The pufdca Jides o£ the Carthaginians 
was never fo great, as the faithlellhels and treachery 

of the Romans. 

159. Ancient Rome rendered herfelf nxiftrefs— — 

which is worfe than mailer— -of the world under her 
confuls, bjr the fame methods that ihe continued h 
afterwards under her popes. 

The good of the commonwealth, was the former 
pretext— and the good of the church, was the latter 
one. Thefe being the firfl principles, to which all 
others were to be fubordinate, whatever vice, falfc- 
bood or oppreffion, that could favour either of thefe 
dpminions, were confidered as public virtue, or pious 
fraud. 

t6o. It was lucky, and worthy of remark, that juft 
when the Greek and Roman ftory had rifen to the 
highefl pitch of perfonal heroifm, glory, virtue, and 
example-^and that hiflory had been in full pofleflion 
of the fads — their languages Iliould fall fuddenly into 
corruption and decay, by the deilru&ion of their 
empires, fo as to become dead ones. 

It is by this means that they have obtained to be» 
come clajQical ftudies, and we read their authors uni- 
verfally, or nniverfitally, at leaft, with pleafure and 
improvement — which it had been impoffible to have 
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done, bad thofe toogues^ like the liviog ones, conti« 
nued ft ill to have been altered, commixed, or enriched, 
and fo have become obfolete, as thej mufl have done, 
long before the era, when they were firft eiiabliihed 
as a ftudy in the European colleges. 

i6i. Bojle, in his Seraphic Love, fajs, *< Our Sa- 
<< viour is fo near unto God, that he might well have 
** faid, / Mid the father an one.* * By which he 
feems to have thought, that Chrift fpoke only figu* 
ratively in fuch expreiBons. 

Boyle had ftudied the fcriptures, both as a com* 
mentator and divnie. Nay, in the beginning of the 
twentieth fe&ionof this very work^ he exprefsly fays, 
** that he had taken fome pains in the ftudy of con* 
*• troverfial divinity.** 

His abilities were great, and hii fenfe of religion 
warm— •— fo that, both as an enthufiaft and a theo- 
logift, he would probably have delivered himfelf more 
Atbanafianly, if he had not been reftraioed both as a 
metaphyfician and an expofitor. 

161. Lewis the Thirteenth took particular notice of 
De Reti, afterwards cardinal, for his generofity and 
virtue in placing a girl in a convent who had been 
fold to him by her mother ; at alfo for his bravery, 
in defiring his antagonift to take up his fword again, 
which he had dropt on his foot flipping, in a duel 
with him. 

The attending to fuch inftances of magnanimity 
and virtue, in private life, is the being a king. This 
if the only way that a monarchy can be faid to be 
preferable to a commonwealth* 

As this is the moft charming prerogative wich 
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which princes arc endued, I am furprifed that they 
are not fond of exerting it oftener than thejr do, dur- 
ing their ahundant leifure. — For, like Lucretius*^ 
gods, they generally leave the affairs of the world to 
take care of themfelve, undef the agency of but 
fecond bed caufes — or the dire&ion of chance, not 

choice and' their minillers take care, or don't 

take care, of all the bufinefs of ftate, without ever 
troubling them — till after it is -done— ^r undone. 

163. Doctor Young faid, that Pope had put Achil- 
les into petticoats again— alluding, I fuppofe, to his 
firfl difgulfe among the daughters ofLycomedes, and 
to the fetters of rhime. 

164. What has furprifed me mod in hiftory, is to 
read of fofew kings who have abdicated their thrones 

not above a dozen or two at the moft ! 

165. I fhirted myfelf this morning the moment I 
got out of bed. — There happened to be a large pier- 
glafs juft before me, which expofed me to myfelf, 
ftark naked. I had never, in all my life, feen fucha 
fight before. 

I am fubjefl to reflexions, and ftood, far near a 
minute, philofophizing on my figure, with my arms 
n kimboy refembling, both in fhape and complexion, 
one of your new fafhioned brown Dutch tea kitchens 
—but alas ! without a falamander. 

Upon a clofe fcrutiny on all my parts, I could 
fairly account for every inch, member, or circum- 
ftance about me, except my nipples. — The h^rfe, the 
bull, the ram— —not even the baboon, which comes 
ogareft to man— A\ave them not. No other male 
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as aAuallj appear to be of no more ufe to me than 
they are to the lady mothers, mentioned in Chapter 
XXXIII. 

166. A folution of the three riddles mentioned in 
No. 135. 

O cicl ! donne a mon cceur des forces fufiifmotes, 
Pour pouToir fupporter des douleurs d cuifantes. 

O mihi cam longs raaneat pars ultima Tits, 
SpirituSi et quantum fat crit tua difccre faAa! 

Fear firft made godSj the impious atheifl cries— 
And fear unmade them, the divine rephet. 

You can eafily fee the contrivance of it.- The 
initials onljr of each vvord are fet down, and a dot 
made for every letter in it. 

I here make a prefent of this myfte^y to the pub- 
lic, for the benefit of the prefs. It wiU be a mudi 
better metliod of defigning names that one dares not 
print out, than the common way of A^ i ■■■ ! B ■ » 
&c. 

As for example,— —Suppofe yon had been abmfing 
a corrupt minifter, till you were tired— ——but indeed^ 
right or wrong, they are all abufed— -and then were 
to conclude your fpite, wkh faying. The man I mean 

is S h, ■ . h ow readily might one miflake this 

for Sandwicli ? But were it wrote tlius, S , the 

obloquy would be obviated ■ n or would the candid 
pubdtc fuffer malignity to avail itfelf of the old qixib-f 
ble, i non efi litera'''^^^'Nhi\e the decypheref would 
{bon end the difpute, by conflruing it into^Sejanus. 

167. An explanation of the infcription in No. 136* 

Quos anguis trifti diro cum vulnere (Iravit, 
Ho« fao^uis-Chrifti miro turn muu^i^ \vi\\.. 
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By comparing thefe two parages together, jon 
may fee how artfully the middle line of the former is 
made up from parts of the firft, which ferve equallj 
to anfwcr to the fragments of the latter.— Z){^5a&/ 
nuga. 

1 68 Feflude vanity, Even Minenra, the god- 

dcfs of wifdom, is faid to have caft aWdy her pipei 
upon being told by her maids of honour, that it ufed 
to difcompofe her features — and would never fu&r 
herfelf to be ferved, as all the other goddeiTes had to 
notorioufly been, for fear of fpoiling her ibapc. 

169. A friend of mine once had conceived a par- 
ticular averfion to perfons who had been bom with 
red hair. He carried this ftrange prejudice to an ex- 
travagant length. He ufed to fay, that he could 
never confide in a friend or a miftreCs of this com- 
pUxion— — for that the men were falfe, and women 
friflcy. 

An inft^nce or two of this kind had determined bis 
philofophy, with as much reafon as the jockey, in an 
old ftory, had for the rcvcrfc— — who having once 
met with a good horfe, who happened to be cropt- 
cared, pronounced that cropt-eared horfes were natu- 
rally good. ■■ ■ A Barber too recommended white- 
hafted razors from the fame experience* 

Red hair is only a fign— -if it be any fign at all— 
of warm or lively afFe6iions ; and operates according 
to the ruling paffion, of love, religion, ambition, plaj, 
revenge, &c. which differs equally both in men 

and women of all complexions. And I have always 
found more virtue in warm afieftions, than in luke- 
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warm ones .-i— Warm paiEons maj be tempered, but 
cold ones can never be brought to /eetb. 

170. In the paffion, painted by Michael Angelo, 
the Virgin is finely defcribcd, according to her pecu« 
liar circum (lances — though certainly moft abfurdlji 
under the general idea of fuch a fituation.. 

She ftands unmoved, and looking on the fufferings 
of her Son, without grief, without pity, without re- 
gret, without tears — becaufe (he is fuppofed to have 
known that the event was to be finally happy. 

What different opinions muft a Chriilian and a 
Muflulman form of this piece ? 

171. ''Nunc itaque et verfus, ct caetera ludicro 
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'*Qiiod Tcrum, atque decenti ciiroet rego, eC cmnit Id bcc fum.'* 

Hoi. £»it r. 

I met lately with the following lines, which are, in 
fenfe, and almoft in words, the vexy fame T;<^ith (he 
former : 

Hie igitur verfufl, et cstera hidtera pono ; 

Quod verum» atque bonum eft, inquiro, ec cotui in hoc fum. 

The author of the latter lines was not quoted, in 
the paffage from whence I have taken them*— -which 
was the Lemma to the Idyllia of Theocritus, tranf- 
lated by Creech. So that I cannot determine which 
might have been the plagiarift, by comparing their 
different eras. 

Is not this a preciotfo morfel for the critics ? Let 
me conjedure about it. My opinion is, that Creech 
meant to have quoted Horace ; and his memory fail* 
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ing him, he might have fupplied the verfe out of his 

own head as is frequently the cafe, in repeating 

without book. 

Mj reafon is this Creech tranflated Horace, 
though badlj ; but mud certainly have remembered 
the above paiTage in him — and I cannot fuppofe that 
he would have taken worfe lines to the fame purpofe 
from.any other writer. 

Now the verum^ at que honum, in the latter didich, 

are, in ftri&nefs of philofophj, the fame thing 

But there is a beautiful didin^ion between the ve» 
rumy atque dtcem^ in the firft lines. Horace joins man- 
ners with morals, and adds good- breeding to virtue. 

Perhaps the anonymous lines above quoted maybe 
in Lucretius I have read but little of him — from 
whom Horace is faid to have borrowed hot only bis 
principles of the Epicurean philofophy, but to have 

taken feveral paffages out of his writings! among 

which this may poflibly be one, that he has improved. 

Creech tranflated both of thefc authors, and might 
naturally be fuppofed to hsive be^n partial to the one 
which he had the be ft fuccefs with. 

172. "As obftinate as a pig in an entry.*' This 
would have been a fitter fimile for Homer to have 

applied to Ajax or Diomede Which is it? fori 

will not take the trouble to look, though the Iliad 
lies now on my table. 

Madame Dacier defends the allufion to the afs, in 

fuch a way as deferves not a ferious anfwer. She 

had much better have agreed^ with Horace, and have 
l^anked that fimile under the head of 

AUquaudo bonut dormitat Homerus. 



* 

THE KORAir. l8fF 

173. Ariftotlc's Art of Poetry is the bcft efteemed 
piece of criticifm among the Ancients. How camo 
he to excel both Horace and.Vida, though better 
poets, and who had alfo the advantage of ftudying 
him before they wrote ? 

Becaufe they only copied him — ^but he had copied 
Nature. — All his rules, as Pere Rapin fays, are but 
nature methodized, or reafon reduced to art. 

174. Some of the altitudes or depths of philofophy, 
are, to doubt our fenfes, to difcredit our own exift. 
ence, and to require impoffible demonftrations for 
felf-evident propofitions. 

175. The philofopher, I think it was Des Cartes, 
who, after a world of deep refleAion, faid, " Cogtto, 
** ergofum^ might as well have faid dubito^ at firft, 
and have deduced his ergo from thence at once* 
For, m this cafe, to doubt is to be certain. 

176. See the account of the plays, ftyled the My- 
fteries, defcribed in the preface to Don Quixote. 

Cervantes ridicules penances and prieficraft 

throughout*-but knows not where to flop. The 

whipping of Sancho, for the difenchantment of Dul* 
cinea, and the twitching and pinking him, for the 
refurredion of Alti&dora, are profane alluiions. 

In the latter manoeuvre, when one of the execu« 
tioners pinches his face, he cries out, " Your fingers 
•* fmell of vinegar.'*——" And they gave him a 
** fponge, dipt in vinegar, to drink." 

In his lafl volume. Chapters XVII. and XIX. he 
has a ftroke at the' church, who will not redeemer 
abfolve gratis, as their mafter did. Why flept the 
holy inquiiition all this while ? 
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177. 1 have feen whole volumes wrote againft the 
real prefence, to prove that matter was not capable 
of ubiquit y an d as many more^ to prove that 

it was. 

This is the way that libraries are filled ! or rather 

fluffed. I approve greatly of Mailer Triglypb's 

fcheme for one, in Chapter XCV. of the Triumvinte 

though poffibly my own works might have beea 

excluded from it. 

178. By the canon law, if a cardinal be accufed of 
fornication, there mud be a feptuagint of witnefles 
to prove it-i-So that he muft kifs a girl at the mar- 
ket-crofs, at lead to be convifted.— -How many more 
would be requifite to convid a pope ? 

179. Socrates has framed an allegory, for pleafure, 
as allied to pain, that refembles Scriblerus*s defcrip- 
tion of the Lindamira-Indamora.— For though their 
faces are turned different ways, there is no enjojing 
one, without communicating with the other. 

180. Sir Francis Bacon It is enough juft to 
mention his name only, to fliow how well entitled he 
was to remembrance here b oth on account of his 
greatnefs and littlenefs, 

The wifefl, brighteft, meaneft of mankind. 

18 1. The ancient philofophy materialized fpirit, 
and the modem, in order to be even with it, has 
fpi ritualized matter.— What extremes are men liable 
to run into, who depart one line from common fenfe ! 

182. We ridicule thelri{h, for faying kilt for kil- 
led. .But their authority bears no lefs a name than 

Spcnfer. 
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iSj*. ** Tain deeft sivaro quod habet, qtiam qaod 
*' non habct." 

184. ** Quanta laboras in Charybdi ! 
^ Digne puer meliore ilamma.'' 

Hon. Lib. I. Od. 27. 

« 

How was it poffible for Horace, or no Horace, to 
be guUtjr of fuch a confuiion of figure, as to faj that 
a perfon was drowning, in one line, and worthy of 
a better flame in another ^ 

This was going through fire and water for a me* 
taphor, with two witneffes. 

185. Among the unaccountable deliriums of hu« 
man nature, there was a man, mentioned in ancient 
hiftor J, who fancied that he had got fume of Arifto« 
phanes^s frogs in his belly, crybg, Brekik^ tkex^coax^ 

' z86. '' ..when, O dire omen ! 

'' I found xnj weapon had the arras piercM^ . 
'' Jufl where the fatal tale was interwoven, 
** How the unhappy Theban flew his father." 

Orphan. 

What had the fatal tale g{ Oedipus to do with the. 
peculiarity of Chamont's fituation | If he mull have 
a dire omen— -though I fee no reafoh for aiiy imagery 
here at all-»he had better have framed his allufion 
upon the Roman ftory. 

Where the infatuate brother flew his After s 

for this he was fierce enough tor have doae himfelf^ 
had he found her guilty. 

187. DoAor Rufiel fays, that a woman may have 
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milky without being pregnant, or having had a child. 

1 88. I am in pofleffion of a faculty, at any time I 
pleafe, of commupicating a fenfible pleafure to mj- 
felf, without afiion, idea, or refleflion : by fimple 
volition, merely —*-^The fenfation is in a degree be- 
tween feeling and titillation, and refembles the thrill 
ling which permeates the joints of the body, upoa 
ft retching and yawning. 

189. Crabs, lobfters, toads, ferpents, and other 
animals, have been found enclofed alive, uid in fttll 
vigour, in compad oak, and in folid ftone* 

So that it appears, there are creatures formed bj 
nature for refpiration, which yet can fubGIl, without 
air, in a preternatural ftate. 

Were I to have limited mj£elf folely to fuch ex- 
traordinary n)3Ffterie8 in natural philofophy as thefe, 
I could have fupplied this part of my work entirely, 
without having applied to any other refbrt. But I 
thought that a greater variety, under the general 
head of Memorabilia^ might have been more amufing 
to my readers. 

However, I think that I have furniflied the fpecu- 
lation of the curious with infiances fufficient. in this 
latter clafs, to hint to infidels, that the common and 
obvious courfe of nature comprehends hot al] the 
powers of Providence. 

Qui (ludet, orat. 

This I have faid, fomewhere, before — ^but it can 
never be too often repeated by 

Your aifedionate humble iiervant, 
T^\K ^\i^d ^ m UNO. 
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GOOD WARM WATCH-COAT; 



With which the prefent Poffeflbr is not content to 

cover his own Shoulders, unlefs be can cut out of 

it a Petticoat for his Wife, and a Pair of Breeches 
for his Son. ' 
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GOOD W ARlVrW ATCH-CO AT *, &c. 

A POLITICAL ROMANCE. 



SIR, 



In my laft, for want of fomething Ijetter to write 
about, I told you what a world of fending and prov- 

* As the following piece was fupprefled during the lifetime of' 

Mr. Sterne, and as there are fome grounds to believe that it was 

not intended by him for publication, an apology may be deemed 

.neceflary for infcrting it in the prefent edition of his Worka. It 

mud be acknowledged, that a mtrtjeud'ejprit relating to a private 

difpute which could intereft only a few, and which was intended 

•to divert a fmall circle of friends, was, with great propriety, 

concealed, while it might teod to revive departed animofities, or 

give pain to any of the perfons who were concerned in fo trifling 

a conted. And thefe canfiderations feem to have had weight with 

thofe to whom the MS. was totrufted ; it not having been nuide 

public until many years after it was written, nor until moft of the 

gentlemen mentioned in it were dead. After the lapfe of more 

then twenty years, it may be prefumed that there can be no ixn. 

pl'opricty in giving one of the earlieft of Mr. Sterne's bagatelles a 

place among his more important performances. The flighted 

Sketches of a genius are too valuable to be negledied;aiidib«.^x^ 

fent edition would be incomplete, \i ihu com^^^xV^^^^^rcvxXK&^voNr 
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ing we have had of late in this little village * of ours^ 
about an old caft pair of black pluih breeches f, which 
'^ohn X our parifh-clerky about ten years ago, it fcems, 
had made a promife of fio one Trim §, who is our 
fei^ton and dog- whipper.— — To this you write me 
wordy that you have had more than either one or 
two occafions to know a great deal of the {hifty be- 
haviour of the faid mailer Trim — ;^-*»aiid that you, 
are aftoniftied, nor dn you for your foul conceive 
how fo worthlefs a fellow, and fo worthlefs a thing 
ihto the bargain, could become the occaiion of fb 
much racket as I have reprefented. 

Now, though you do not fay exprefsly you could 
wifh to hear any more about it, yet I fee plainly 
enough I have raifed your curiofity ; and therefore, 
from the fame motive that I {lightly mentioned it at 
all in my laft letter, I will in this give you a full and 
very circumftantial account of the whole affair. 

But, before I begin, I misfl firft fet you right in 
one very material point, in which I have mifled you, 

mediately before Triftram ShaBdy,and wfiich may be confidrred 
as the prccurfor of it, was omitted. As the whole of it allude* to 
fai5ls and circumftances coaiioed to the city of York, it will bene 
cefiary to obfcrve, that it was occafionedby a controverfy between 
Dr. Fountayne and Dr. Topham, in the year 1758, on a charge 
riiidc by the latter, againd the former, of a breach of promife, io 
withholding from him fome preferment, which he had reafoo to 
expecft. For the better illadration of this little fatire, a few notci 
arc added from the pamphlets which appeared while this iufij^ni- 
£cant difference was agitating. 

«\"urk. 

t The Commiffaryfliip of Pickering and Pocklin^toa* 

% Dr. Johu Fountayne, Dcan^of York. 

§ Dr. Toplvam. ^ 
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as to the true caufe of all this uproar among ft us — 
which does not take its rife, as I then told you, from 
the affair of the breeches, but, on the contrary, the 
whole affair of the breeches has taken its rife from 
it. T o underftand which, you muft know, that 
the firft beginning of the fquabble was not betwixt 
yohn the parifli-clerk, and Trim the fexton, but be- 
twixt the parfon * of the parifh and the faid m after 
Trim^ about, an old' watcb^coat t>that had hung up 
many years in the church, which Trim had fet his 
heart upon ; and nothing would ferve Trim, but he 
mufl take it home, in order to have it converted inta 
a warm under^petticoat for his wife, and i, jerkin for 
himfelf againil winter ; which, in a plaintive tone, 
he mod humbly begged his reverence would confent 

to. 

I need not tell you. Sir, who have fo often ftlt ir^ 

that a principle of flrong compaffion tranfports a ge* 
nerous mind fometlmes beyond what is ftridly right ^ 
—the parfon was within an ace of being an ho- 
nourable example of this very crime— for no foon - 

er did the diftinft words — -petticoat -poor — wife — 

warm^^winter, ftrike upon his ear —but his heart 

warmed—and before Trim had well got to the end 
of his petition (being a gentelman of a frank open 
temper) he told him he was welcomtC to it with all 
his heart and foul. — But, Trim, fays he, as you fee» 
I am but juft got down to my living, and am an ut- 

• Dr. Button, ArchbiCliop of York. 

f A patent place, in the gift of the Archbifliop, Which had 
been given to Dr. Tupham far hi a life, and which, in 1758, he To* 
licited to have granted to one of his family after his death. 
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ter ftranger to all pafifli matters, knowing nothnig 
about this old watch-coat you beg of me,, bavbg 
never feen it in mj Kfe/and therefore cannot be a 
judge whether *tis fit for fnch m pnrpofr,. or, if it b,. 
in truth know Jiot whether *tis mine to befioW upon 
you or not^-you muft haire a week or ten dajs pa- ' 
tience^ till T can make fome inquiries about it— ad, 
if I find it is in my power,. I tell you again, mao, 
your wife is heartily welcome to air ttnder.{)etticoat 
out of it^ and you to a jerkin, yms the thing as good 
again as you reprefenf it*. 

It is necefiary to inferm you,. Sir, in this place^ 
that t^e parfon was eameftly bent to ferve Trim io 
this afiair, not only from the motive of generofitj^ 
which 1 have jiiflly afbribed to him^. but likewifb 
from another native,, and that was. by making fome 
fort of recompenfe for a multitude of fmall fervices 
which Trim had occafibnally done, and indeed was 
continually doing ^as he was much about the houfe) 
when his own man was out of the way. ■ ■ F or all 
thefc rcafons together, I fay^ the parfon of the pa- 
rid intended to ferve Trim in this matter to the ut- 
mott, of his power. All that was wanting, was, 
previbuOy to inquire if any one had a claim to it, or 
whether^ as it had time immemorial hung up in the 
churchy the taking it down might not raife a cla* 
mour in the pari(h, Thefe inquiries were the things 
that Trim dreaded in his heart- h e knew very 
well, that if the parfon fhould but fay one word to 
the church-wardens about it, there would be an end 
of the whole affair. For this, and fome other rea- 
ions, not necccff?.Tv to be told 
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"#815 for allowing no time in this matter— but, on the 
contrary, doubled his diligence and importunity at 
the vicarage-houfe—— ^plagued the whole family to 
death — pteft his fuit, morning, noon, and night ; 
and to flicrrten ray ftory, teafed the poor gentleman, 
who was but in an ill flate of health, almoil out of 
his life about it. 

You will not wonder- wh«n I tell you, that, all this 
hurry and precipitation, on the fide of mafter Trim, 
produced its natural effcft on the fide of the parfon,- 
and that wa§, a fufpicion that all was not right at 
the bottom. 

He was one evening fictinfg aldne in his fludy, 
weighing and turning this doubt every way in his 
.xniiid, and after an hour and an half's^ferious deli- 
.betation upon the affair, -and runtiiflg ovfer TVaWj 
behaviour throughout — ^lie wasjiid faying to himfelt' 
— =^( mifji he Jo — When a fudden rap at the door put 
an end to his foliloqiLy, and in' a few minutes to hij^ 
doubts too ; for a labourer in the town, who deem- 
ed himfelf pafl his fifty-fecond year had been re- 
turned by the conftables in the militia-liit and 

he Kad come with a groat in his hand to fearch the 
parifli-regifler for his age. The parfon bid the poor 
fellow put the groat into his pocket, and go into the 
kkchcii — ^then, fhutting the lludj-door, and taking 
down the parifh-regifter^ — ^joho knows y fays he, hut I 
may find fomethinghere about this feif-fame watch coat ? 
He had Icarce unclafped the book, in faying this, 
when he popped 0:1 the very tiling he wanted, fairly 
wrote in the firll page, palled to the infiJe of one of 
t^le CO vofr,wh»reon was a memorandum about the 

14 
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-yiry tfaiag m qntflioD^ in thcfe cipreb wor4&— A&- 
m^T M rnU m ^ The gmt w«tcli*co8t wm por«haInl 

■ *< tnd givtOf mboretwo biuidfed jourb ago, by the 

^' lord of dw aftior to dib. parifli^1iorchy,.to the 
^ Iblo ufie and behoof of the poor ImCiont dwreof, 

• '' and their fdcceffim for ever, to be worn by Aeii 
^ refpeAivdy in wiaterly cold nights in HogingMM- 
^ /JSmi#/, pe^fifg-iMi^ (^tf.- whidi the fiud.lord of the 
^' manor had done in piety to keep Ae poor ««ecchc« 

^' warm^ and for the good of his own £MBly.&r which 
^* they we^ diteaed to pray, Sec.** ^i^ bmnml 
faid the paribn to himfeL^ looking upwards^ wie^ 
an9fei^lHt9iIhai!)p9$ihiif9riamumd»rmpetik^ t9 
TriHi*« wg^ / / wmU 0oi Imv0 e^m/tmiid tojitdadi* 

fecraAm H ie FrimaU ofattSjughm d n ay^ I womU 

not tavi eU/hirhed ajuigb btato» of it for aU my tytbis. 

Scarce were the iM>rds out of his months wheo in 
pops Trim wkh the whole fubjeft of the cxclaroa« 
tioa under both his arms-— —I fay ynder both his 
arms— -for he had adually got it ript and cut oot 
ready, his own jerkin under one arm, and the pet- 
ticoat under the other, in order to carry to the taj- 
lor to be made up, and had jufl flepped in in high 
fpirits to (how the parfon how cleverly it had held 
out. 

There are now many good fi miles fubfiftiog in the 
world, but which I have time neither to recoUeft or 
look for, which would give you a flrong conception 
of the aftonilhment and honed indignation which 
this unexpefted ftroke of 7V/j?!j's impudence imprcf- 
fed upon the parfon's looks — ^iet it fufEce to fay, that 
it exceeded all fair defcription— as well as all power 



■;-*■ 



A WATOH-COAT^ 

of proper refentment—— except this, that Trim was 
ordered, in a ftern voice, to laj the bundles down 
upon the table— -to go about his bufinefs, and was 
upon him, at his peril, the next morning at eleven 
precifelj — Againft this hour, like a wife man, the 
parfon had fent to defire yohn, the pari{h-clerk, who 
bore an exceeding good chara&er, as In man of truths 
and who, having moreover a pretty freehold of about 
eighteen pounds a year in the townfhip, was a lead- 
ing man in it ; and, upon the whole, was fuch a 
one, of whom it might be feid that he rather did 
honour to his office, than that his office did honout 
to him — ^him he fends for, with the church-wardens^ 
and one of the fidefmen, a grave knowing old man^ 
to be prefent — ^for as Trim had withheld the whole 
truth from the parfon, touching the watch- eoat, he 
thought it probable he would as certainly do the 
fame thing to others. Though this, I faid, was wife^ 
the trouble of the precaution might have been fpar- 
ed b ecaufe the parfon^s character was unblemifli-:^ 

cd and he had ever been held by the world ill 

the eftimation of a man of hoiwur and integrity. — 
Trim*s charaQer on the contrary,, was as well known^ 
if not in the world, at leaft in all the pari lb, to be 
that of a little, dirty, pimping^ pettifogging, ambi* 
dexterous fellow— who neither cared what he did 
or faid of any, provided he could get a penny by it.. 
This might, I faid, have made any precaution ne^d-» 

lefs but you muft know, as the parfon had, in a 

manner, but juft got down to his Hving, he dread-*^ 
ed the confequences of the leaft ill impreffion ou his 
firft entrance among his parifbioners^ which would 

Is 
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have difabled him from doing them the good ha 

wiihed fo that out of regard, to his flock, more. 

than the neceflfary care due to himfelf — he was re-- 
folved not to lie at the mercjr of what refeotment 
aaight vfnr,^.or ipalice lend an ear to« 

Accordbglj^. the whole matter was rehearfed, 
from firft to Uft, hj the parfon^ in the manner I've 
told jroia, in the hearing oijobm the parifk^clerk, and 
in the prefence of Trim* 

' Trim had little to fay for himf<?]f,, except ** That 
'^ the , paf:foQ had. abfolutely. promifed to befriend 
'^ him and .l\is wife in the affair to- the utmoft o£ 
'' his poirer ; that the wafch-<:aat was certainly ii^ 
i* his power, and that he might ftill give it him if 
*« he plcaicdJ^ 

- To this the.parfon's r^ply was fliort, but ftrong i 
*^ That nothing was in his power tfi do, but what h& 
** could do hone/iljf'-^th^t^. in giving the coat to him 
** and his wife,, he fhould do a manifeft wrong to 
f^ the next fexton, the great watch-coat being the 
^* Q^oft comfortable part of the place , that he 

** fhould^ moreover, injure the right o£ his own fuc- 
*' ccffor, who would be }uft fo.much a worfe patron, 
**,as the worth of the Qoat amounted to ; and, in a 
** word,^ he declared, that his whole intent in pro- 
•' mifing that coat, was charity, to ZV/Vw, but wrong, 
** to no man— 'that was a referve, he f aid, made in 

all cafes of this kind ; and he declared foleronly, 

in verbo facer dotisy that this was his meaning, and 

was fo underftood by Trim himfelf." 

With the weight of this truth,, and the great good 
f^Xiisi and ftxong reafon which accompanied all tha 
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parfon faid on tlie fubjfi^ — p^oV Ttlm was driven to 
his lart fhift — " And begged he nught be fufFered to 
" plead his right and title tto the watch-coat, if not 

" by promifey at lead by fervitude it was well 

** known how mrxh he was entitled to it upon thefe 
** fcores ; that he had blacked the parfon's (hoes 
** without count, and greafed his boots above fifty 
** times — that he had run for eggs in the town upon 
" all occafions — whetted the knives' at all hours — 
** catcbed his horfe, and rubbed him do\^n — that, for 
** his wife, (he had been ready upon all occafions to 
** char for them j and neither he nor fhe, to the bed 
*^ of his remembrance, ever took a farthing, or any 
** thing beyond a mug of ale.— To this account of 
** his fervices, he begged leave to add thofe of his 
*' wiQies, which, he faid, had been equally great 
he aflirmed, and was ready,-he faid, to make it ap- 
pear, by a number of witnefl'es, he had drank his 
reverence's health a thoufand times (by the by he 
** did not add out of the parfon's own ale) — that he 
*' had not only drank hishealth,4)ut wifhed it, and never 
^^ cannre to the houfe but aiked his man kindly how he 
" did ; that, in particular, about half a year ago, whtin 
** his reverence cut his finger in paring an apple, he 
** went half a mile * to afk a cunning woman what was 
'^ good to ftaunch bloody and ai£iually returned with 

^ " Long before any thing of my Patent was thought of, I not 
»* only moft finccrcly. lamented the Archbifhop's iUnefd, bur 
" made it my btifinefs to inquire after every place and remedjF;' 
"' that might help bis Grace in his complaints.*' 

£itra<ft of a Letter from Dr Tophanv^. 
p. 26. of Dr JP9untayne*s An/kutr* 
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** a cobweb in his breeches pocket. Nay, fays 7rim, 
" it was not a fortnight ago, when your reverence 
** took that ftrong purge, that I went to the far end 
** of the whole town, to borrow you a clofeftool— 
'' and came back, as the neighbours who flouted me 
•< will all bear witnefs, with the pan upon my head, 
** and never thought it too much." v Trim conclud- 
ed this pathetic remonilrance with faying, ** He hop- 
^ ed his reverence's heart would not fuffer him to 
*' requite fo many faithful fervices by fo unkind a 
** return ; that if it was fo, as he was the firil, 

•* fo he hoped he ihould be the laft example of 
** a man of his condition fo treated.*^ — ^This 
plan of Trim^s defence, which Trim had put himfelf 
upon, could admit of no other reply than a general 
fmile. — Upon the whole, let me inform you, that 
all that could be faid pro and ro«, on both fides, be- 
ing fairly heard, it was plain that Trim^ in every 
part of this affair, had behaved very ill — and one 
thing, which was never expe6led to be known of him, 
happened, in the courfe of this debate, to come out 
againft him, namely, that he had gone and told the 
parfon, before he had ever fet foot in his parifti*, 
that ^ohn his pariOi- clerk — his church- wardens, and 
fome of the heads of the parifh, were a parcel of 
fcoundrels. — Upon the upfhot. Trim was kick'd out 
of doors, and told at his peril never to come there 
again . 

* In Dr Fountaync's Painphlct, p. fS, a»d 19. Ih- Topbam 
is charged with having afTured Archbifliop Hutton, before he 
came into the Diocefc, that the Dean and Chapter of York were 
a fct of Jltange people^ and that he would find it ^ery diJUulU i^ 
noi Imp'JJibU^ to live ui^qu ^OQd terms with them. 
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At firft, Trim hufPd and bounced moft terribly 
-fwore he would get a warrant— that nothing 



would ferve him but he would call a bye-law^ and 
tell the whole pariih how the parfon had mifufed 
him ; but cooling of that, as fearing the parfon might 
poiBbly bind him over to his good behaviour, and, 
for aught he knew, might fend him to the houfe of 
correftion, he lets the parfon alone, and to revenge 
himfelf falls foul upon the clerk, who has no more 
to do in the quarrel than you or I— rips up the pro- 

mife of the old — call — pair of black rplufh 

breeches ; and raifes an uproar in the town about it, 
not with (landing it had flept ten years — but all this 
you mud know, is looked upon in no other light but 
as an artful ftroke of generaUhip in Trim to raife a 
duil, and cover himfelf under the difgraceful chaf- 
tifement he has undergone,-— 

If your curiofity is not yet fatisfied— I will now 
proceed to relate the battle of the breeches in the fame 
exa£t manner I have done that of the watch^coat.— 

Be it known then, that about ten years ago, when 
yohfi was appointed parifli-clerk of this church, this 
faid Trim took no (mail pains to get into yobn*s good 
graces, in order as it afterwards appeared, to coax 
a promife out of him of a pair of breeches, which 
John had then by him, of black plu(h, not much 
tlie worfe for wearing — Trim only begged, for God*$ 
fake, to have them beftowed upon him when John 
ihould think fit to caft them. — 

7rim was one of thofe kind of men who loved a 
bit of finery in his hearty and would rather have ^ 



iRttcrM rag or'a-bettec bodj-p^ than the beft ^aia 
whole thipg his wife could fpin bim. 

Jolm^viho wad natarally unfufpicious, made no 
more dtfliculty o£ pnnnifing the breeches^ than the 
.parfon had done in- promifiig the great -coat : and, 
indeed, with ibmething lefs refer ve b ecanfe the' 
breeches were Jobm^n own^. md he could give theiD» 
without wrong, to whom he thought fit. 

It happened, I was going to (aj unluckily, but I 
fhould rather fay mod luckily, for Trim^^for he was 
the only gainer by it,^ that a quarrel,-, about fome fix 
or eight weeks afierthis^Jmke out betwixt ihg^ka 
parfon of the parilh and Jobn the clerk. Somebodj 
(and it was thought •to bejiobody but Trimy had 
put it into the-parfbn's head, ** that JoMs defle t in 
^* the church was at the leaft four inches* higherthan 
**^ it fhould be— -that ihe thing gave offence, aod was 
^' iiKicoorous, inafmuch^ as it approached too near 
*^ upon a level with the parfon^s deik itfelf. — ^This 
hardfliip the parfon complained of loudly,, and ^ told 
John, one day after prayers, *^ he could bear it no 
** longer and would have it altered, and brought 
'^ down as it fhould be/* ^Oi&if m?de no other re- 
ply, but ** that the defk was not of his raifing : — 
** that 'twas not one hair- breadth higher than he 
found it-— and that as he found it fo he WQuld 
leave it. — In fhort, he would neither make an 
^^ encroachment, neither would he fuffer one. — 

* Archbifliop Herring. 

t This alludes to the right of appointing preaebert for the ▼»• 
cant ftalU, which Dr. Founta) ne, as Dean \:>f York^ claimed agaiaft: 
tiic Archbifhop. 
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The late parfoh might have his virtues, but the lead- 
ing part of his charadler was not /6«wi7iVy— fo that 
Johnh ftiffnefs in this- point was not likely to recoia- 
cile matters. — This was T^rim^s harveft. 
' After a friendly hint to yobn to (land his ground^ 
away hies Trim to make his market at the vicarage, 
— What pafled there I will not fay,.. intending not to 
be uncharitable ; fo fliall content myfelf with* only 
guefling at it from the fudden change that- appeared 
in Trir?i*s drefs for the better — for he had left his 
old ragged coat, hat, and wig, in the liable, and was 
come forth ft rutting acrofs the church-yard, yclad in 
a good charitable caft coat, large hat, and wig, 
which the parfon had juft given him — Ho I ho ! 
hollo ! yohtty cries Trim^. in an infolent bravo, as 
loud as ever he could bawl — fee here,, my lad, how 
fine I am. — The more Ihame for you, anfwer^d John 
ferioufly — Do yoa- think, Trim^ fays he, fuch finery, 
gained by fuch fejrvices, becomes you, or can wear 

well ? Fye upon it, Tritriy I could not have ex- 

peftcd this from you, confidering what friendfliip 
you pretended, and how kind I have ever been to 
you — how many fliilliogs and fixpences,.! have ge- 
neroufly lent you in your diftreffes — Nay, it was 
but the other day that Ipromifed you thefe black plulh 
breeches, I have on. — Rot your breeches, quoth Trim 
(SovTrim^s brafnwas half turn'd with. his new finery), 
rot your breeches, fays he — 1 would not take them up 
were they laid at my door — give them, and be d — '• — d 
to you, to whom you like — I would have you to know 
I can have a better pair of the parfon's any day in 
the week. ■ J ohn told him plainly, as his word had 
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once pftfled him, he had fpirit above taking wirv^ 
tage of his infolence in giving them away to another 
— -but, to teU him hia^mind fireeljr» be thonghthe 
had got fo many fiivoaraof that kind, aood wu (b 
likely to get many more for the fame fervicet of 
the parfon, that he had better give up- the brecdia^ 
with good natnie, to fome one who wooU be more 
thankTal for them. 

Here yohm mentioned Mori * Slender (who it 
feems the day before had aiked Johm for them), not 
knowing they were under promife to Vrtm* ** Come, 
** Trim;** fays he, •* kt poor Mori have thenh— yon 
** know he has not a pair to his a— ^ befides, 70a 
** fee he b juft of my fize, and they will fit to a T, 
<' whereas if I give 'em to you, look ye, they are not 
^* worth much, and befides, you conld not get your 
'^ backfide into them, if you had them, without 
** tearing them all to pieces.** — ^Every tittle of this 
was moft undoubtedly true, for Trim, you muft 
know, by foul- feeding, and plajing the good-fellow 
at the parfon's, was grown fomewhat grofs about 
the lower ^pzris, if not higher \ fo that, as all ^oin faid 
upon the oocafion was fa^, ^rim with much ado, and 
after a hundred hums and hahs, at laft, out of mere 
companion to Mark, figns t> f^^i ^<^ delivers uf 

* Dr Braithwaite. 

f £ztrad^ oi a letter from Dr. Topham to Dr. Fotmtayoe t 
" As Dr. Ward has propofed to re fiigo the )isrifditStioD of Pecker- 
" ing and Pocklington to Dr. Braithwaite, if you have not ukj 
" other objc<flioo, I (hall very readily give up what intikist 
" arifcs to me 10 tbefe junrdi<^ion8 from your frieodfhip and re* 
|ard." P. 5. of Vr Fou»taynt*i Jtifivtr H Dr T0J 



209 A WATCH-COAT. 

ALL RIGHT, interest and pretensions what- 
soever IN AND TO THE SAID BrEECHES, THEREBY 

binding his heirs, executors, administrators, 

and assisns never more to call the said claim 

IN QUESTION. — All this renunciation was^ fet 

forth,, in an ample manner, to be in pure pitj to 

Mark^s nakednefs— -but the fecret was, Trim had an 

eye to, and firmly expeded, in his own mind, the 

great green pulpit-cloth *, and old velvet cufhion, 

which were that very year to be taken down— 

which by the by, could he have wheedled John a 

fecond time, as he had hoped, would have made up 

the lofs of the breeches fevenfold. 

Now, you niud know this pulpit-cloth and cufliioa 

were not in John*s gift, but in the church- warden's t, 

&c. However, as I faid above that John was a lead- 

ing man in the pariih, Trim knew he could help 

him to 'em if he would — but John had got a furfeit 

of him — fo, when the pulpit cloth. Sec. were takea 
down, they were immediately given {John having a 

great (ay in it) to William Doe t» who underftood 

very well what ufe to make of them. 

As for the old breeches, poor Mark lived to wear 

them but a fhort time, and they got into the poffef* 

£on of Lorry Slim §, an unlucky wight, by whom 

they are ftill.worn — in truth, as you will guefs, they 

are very thin by this time« 

♦ The Commiflaryfliipr of Dean of York, and the Commiflary* 
fliip of the Dean and Chapter of York. 

f The members of the Chapter. ' 

I Mr. Stahles. 

5 Mr. Sterne himfelf. 



Bttt L^rrf has ■» light hcmrty and what ccaHiidicaii 
them to him is this, that as thin as tbej. aj», he 
knows that ZVun, let him faj what h^ will to the 
contrarj, flitt envies the /Sj^^r of them^ anil with 
all his prido wofiU be very, glad 40 wear them' afar 

him* 

Upon thisi footing have diefie' afiottrs flept qniedf 
for near ten years^-^-jmd wouU-have flept for ever, ' 
but fof the unlucky kickhig-bottty which, as Ilaid, 
has ripped this Squabble up afcefli ; fo that^it was ao 
longer ago than laft'week, that Trim nae^nnd * in« 
lilted ^chm in the public town^way before a^hnndred 
people-— tazM him with thepromifiB of the old caft 
pair of Uftck breeches^ notwithftanding TVaw'sib- 
lemn renunciation— -twicted hka -with ..the polpil- 
cloth and velvet cuihion— as good as told him be 
was ignorant of the commpn duties of his clerkfhip ; 
adding, very infolentlj, that, he knew not fo much as 
to give out a comcnon pfalm in tune. - 

yoi6» contented himfelf by giving a plain anfwer 
to every article that Trim had laid to his charge, and 
appealed to his neighbours who remembered the 
whole affair— and, as he knew there was never any 
thing to be got by wreftling with a chimney-fwecp- 
er, he was going to take his- leave of Trim for ever. 
But hold — the mob by this time had got round 
them, and their high mightinefles infilled upon hav- 
ing Trlmxxit^ upon the fpot. 

Trim was accordingly tried, and after a fait hear- 

• At the ScOions dinner, where Dr. Topham charged Dr. 
Fountayne with the breach of his promife, in giving the Commif- 
laiyfljip of Pocklingtott and Pcckering to another pcrfo4i. 
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Mig, was convlfted a fecond time, and handled more 
roughly by one or more of them than even at the 
parfon's.— — 

Trim^ fays one,^ are you not afbamed ofyourfelf 
to make all this rou't and diilurbance in the town, 
and fet neighbours together by the ears, abput an 
old — worn-out — pair of call — ^breeches not worth 
half a crown ? Is there a call coat, or a place in the 
whole town, that will bring you in a fhilling, but 
what you have Ihapped up like a greedy hound as 
you are ? , 

In the liril place, are you not fexton and dog- 
whipper *^ worth three pounds- a year ? Then you 
begged the church-wardens to let your wife have 
the wafhing and darning o£ the church»linen> which 
brings you in thirteen fbillings and four-pence ; then 
you have fix (hillings and eight-pence for oiling and 
winding up the clock, both paid you at Eafler — the 
pounder's place,, which is worth forty fliillings a* 
year, you have got that too — ^you are the bailiff, 
which the late: parfon got you, which brings you ia 
forty fliillings more." 

Befides all this, you. have fix pounds a year paid 

* " In the firft place, would any one imagine that Dr Tx>pham^ 
" who was now Mafter of the Faculties — CommilTary to the 
" Archbifliop of York — Official to the Arc;hdcacon of York — 
" Official to the Archdeacon of the Ea ft Riding — Official to the 
** Archdeacon of Cleveland — Official to the peculiar jurifdidlion 
" f»f Howden{bire — Official to the Precentor — Official to the 
" Clianccllor of the Church of York — and-Official to fcveral of 
*' the Prebendaries thereof, could accept of fo poor an addition 
*' 'as a Commiffaryfliip of five guineas per annum ?'* P. S. oLDr 
S9UHt,iyne*s A»fivtr i9 Dr. To^am, ■ ' 
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yon qnirterl J for bdhrg mofe'Cafecher to the parifh. 
Ajtp fajfs the iQckldf wight abovementtooed (who 
was ftanidiiig cloie by him with the pluih breeches 
on) ^ joa' are not only iiiole.catdhery Trm, hot joa 
^ catch STRAT <^NI£S too ia the darA^ and joo 
^* pretend a licence for it wfaich^ I trow^ wiH lie 
^ looked ialo at the next ^art^r'^feffioas." I iniia- 
tain tty. I have a liijenee, fayi Trim, Uafliiiig da ltd 
a^ fcarlet — I haiw a licence, and, as I farm a Warren 
in the next parifli, I will catch conies every hoar in 
the night* Tott catch conic* / fays a toothkb old 
woman juft paffing by. 

This fet the mob a-langhitig^ and fent. every man 
home in perfeft .good humonr, except TVmm^ who 
waddled vety flowly olTwith'tiiat kind of ififlexihie 
gravity only to be equalled by oae animal in the 
creation, and farpafled by none* 

I am, Sir, 

Yours Sec. tfjo. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I HAVE broke open my letter to inform you, that I 
miffed the opportunity of fending it by the meffen- 
ger» who I expefted would have called upon me in 
his return through this village to York , fo it has lain 
a week or ten days by me — I am not forry for the 
difappointmenty becaufe fomething has fince hap- 
pened in continuation of this affair, which I am 
thereby enabled to tranfmit to you all under one 
cover. 

When I finifhed the above account, I thought 
(as did every foul in the parilh) Trim had met with 
fo thorough a rebuff'from John the parifli-clerk, and « 
the town's folks, who all took part againft him, that 
Trim would be glad to be quiet, and let the matter 
reft. 

But, it feems, it is not half an hour ago iince 
Trim * fallied forth again, and, having borrowed a 
fow-gelder*s horn, with hard blowing be got the 
whole town round him, and endeavoured to raife a 
difturbance, and fight the whole battle over again-— 
alleged that he had been ufed in the laft fray worfe 
than a dog, not by John the pari{h-clerk, for I 
ihould not, quoth Trim, have valued him a ru(h 
fingle- hands — but all the town fided with him, and 
twelve 'men in buckram \ kt upon me, allatonce^ 

« Alluding to Dr iTopham't Reply to Dr. Fountajae't An* 
fwcr. 

f In Dr. Topham's Reply be aflerts, that Dr. Fouotv^^tf \ Isas^ 
fvrcr was tbild and offspring t^man^ ^rtnU^ ^* \*. 



214 ^ni£ H18T0AT QF 

and l^ept me in play at fword's paint Tof three hourti 
together, 

Befides, quoth Trim, there were two misbegotteii 
knaves in KendaUgrsen, vrho lay all the while in am« 
bufli in John^s own houfe, and thej all fixteen came 
upon my back, and let drive at me altogether— -a 
plague, fays Trim, of all cowards^ 

Trim repeated his ftory above a dozen times, 
which made fome of the neighbours pity him, think- 
' ing the poor fellow crack-brain'd, and that he ac- 
tually believed what he faid. 

After this Trim dropped the affair of the breeches ' 
and began a frelh difpute about the reading defk, 
which I told you had occaiioned fome fmall difpute 
between the latt parfon and John fome years ago.— 
This reading deik, as you will obferve, was but an 
epifodc wove into the main ftory by the by, for the 
main affair was the battle of the breeches and the great 
coat. 

However, Trim being at laft driven out of thefc 
two citadels — ^he has feized hold, in .his retreat, of 
this reading deik* with a viewj as it feems, to take 
flielter behind it. 

I cannot fay but the man has fought it out ob- 
ftinately enough, and, had his caufe been good, I 
fliould have really pitied him. For, when he was driven 
out of the great watch-coat, you fee he did not run 
away ; no-^he retreated behind the breeches, and 
when he could make nothing of it behind the 
breeches, he got behind the reading deik. To what 
other hold Trim vjWSl tv^-xx ttUt..iX> iVi« \joliticiaus of 
this village are nol 2L^tt^^* ^^^^ ^v^^ V\^ -wefi^ 
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Tnove will Ve towards the rear of the parfon^s boot ; 
but '.as it IS thought he cannot make a long Hand 
there, others are of opinion, that Trim will once 
more in his life get hold of the parfon's hprfe, and 
.charge upon him, or perhaps behind him: but as 
the horfe is not cafy to be caught, -the more general' 
opinion is, that .when he is driven out of the reading 
delk, he will make his^lail retreat in fuch a manner, 
as, if pofEble, to gain. the clofeftool^ and defend him- 
felf behind it to- the very laft drop. 

If Trim (hould make this movement, by my ad- 
^vice; he ihould be left, befides his citadel, in -full 
poffeffion of the field of battle, where 'tis certain he 
will keep every body a league off, and may hop by 
himfelf till he is weary. Belides, as Trim feems 
bent upon purging himfelf, and may have abundance 
of foul humours to work off, I think he. cannot J>e 
: better placed. 

^But this is all matter >offpecuIation-^Let me carry 
you back to matter of fad, and tell you what kind 
of Aand Trim has a£):ually made behind the faid defk: 
''•Neighbours and townlmen all, I will be fworn 
^* before my Lord' Mayor, that yo/&« and his nine- 
^* teen men in buckram have abufed me worfe than 
^* a dog, for they told you that I pla3r*d fall and go 
'^ -loofe with the Jate parfon and him in that old dif- 
^' pute of theirs about the reading desky and that I - 
^' made matters worfe between them, and not bet- 
41 ter.** 

Of this charge Trim declared he was as innocent 
as the child that was unborn— ^thatf he would be ' 
book*fwQrn he had no ^and in it. 



pounder, thou knoweft well that I bot 
thee myfclf, aod moreover gave thae a j 
fupper for turning John Limd's cows and 
of my bard com dofe, which If thou had 
(as thou toldft me^, I fliould have loft 
crop ; whereas John Lund and Ti^omas . 
are both here to teftify, and are both will] 
their oaths on't, that thou thyfidf waft the 
who fet the gate open— and after all, i 
thee. Trim, 'twas the blacklinitti's pooi 
turned them qut— fo that a man may b 
and rewarded too for a good turn which 
did, nor ever did intend. 
i Trim could not fuftain this utwzpeflei 
fo Trim marched off the £eid withoBt colo 
or his horn founding, or any other enfigns 
whatever. — Whether after this Trim inten 
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